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Telequipped Hotels 
As Guests ‘Set It 


Reap Bonanza 
Up to Fancy Coin 





Repeating the lush history of+ 
tavern spots during the past two 
years, the television gold rush is 
now on in the hotel business. The 
come-on for the mass installation 
of sets in several of the country’s 
leading hostelries is being spurred 
by video’s proven ability to deliver 
hypoed revenues on the viewing 
end. For hotels, the television 
service is luring new clientele, hik- 
ing rentals, and last but not least, 
skyrocketing room service charges. 

First on the video gravy train in 
New York, Hotel Roosevelt cur- 
rently has 40 sets in operation in 
rooms which are getting an extra 
$3 per diem rental kick. But de- 
spite the additional bite, these tele- 
equipped rooms have been rented 
at the near-capacity rate of 90%, 
being way out ahead of the other 
hotel rooms. 

Shelling out only $3 instead of 
the customary $30 for ringside seat, 
viewers of sporting events in hotel 
rooms are spending the difference 

(Continued on page 63) 


5006 Advance 
For ‘Inside U.S.A. 


Controversial practice of unlim- 
ited theatre parties may be par- 
tially clarified with the advent of 
“Inside U.S. A.,” the Arthur 
Sehwartz- produced revue which 
opens on Broadway at the Century 
on Friday (30). More party pack- 
age ticket deals have been entered. 
into for the Beatrice Lillie-Jack 
Haley starrer than for any attrac- 
tion in years. Early this week 





ties and while the total of similar 
deals was placed in the 70’s for 
“Seven Lively Arts” (1944-45), the 
~. show will probably top that 


There will be very few dates in 
the first two and one-half months 
where tickets will be on general 

(Continued on page 63) 





Opera Goes on Wholesale 
In Tel Aviv Despite War 


Tel Aviv, April 27. 
Civil war may be raging in Pal- 
estine, but the show must go on 
just the same. Tel Aviv has had 
not one opera company going, but 
two. No less than four companies 


are currently preparing operatic 
Productions. —_ et 


The Opera Opened its season 
recently with “Fra Diavolo.” A 
second company, Opera Frez Isra- 
elit, bowed April 15 with “Thais.” 

ad is an American singer, Edis 
de Philippe, who Sang at the Paris 
Opera last year. Opera’s Hebrew 
adaptation is by H. Avi-Chanan. 
F. Lobe is stage director, and J. 
Golinkin conductor. Orchestra 
was built by the cultural and youth 


Metro’s New Sonja? 


Montreal, April 27. 

Barbara Ann Scott, winner of 
the 1948 Olympics femme figure 
skating championship, is reperted 
signing with Metro. 

Besides her skating ability, Miss 
Scott is equally w.k. for her photo- 
genic qualities. 


WB 3d Film Co. 
In Tele Plunge, 
Buys L.A. Station 


After sitting on the television 
fence for several years, the major 
film companies have apparently de- 
cided on the green pastures to be 
found on the video side. Their hop 
into tele was climaxed this week 
with the purchas2 by Warner Bros. 
of the Dorothy Thackrey television 
license in Los Angeles. (See de- 
tails on Page 26 of deal in which 
Warners also takes over Mrs. 
Thackrey’s two Coast AM stations 
at a reported package price of 
$800,000.) 

Paced by Paramount, which op- 
erates stations in both L.A. and 
Chicago, and which recently un- 
veiled its theatre tele system, both 
20th-Fox and Warners are now 
definitely committed to the video 
business. Boih are in the process 

(Continued on page 61) 








Broadway Assn. Tver To 
Clean Up Times Square 
Via New Zoning Angle 


The Broadway Assn. is seeking 
to have N. Y. City authorities re- 
zone the Times Square area in an 
effort to eliminate the carnival at- 
mosphere that’s been creeping up 
on the Stem. The _ organization 
holds that the small percentage of 
establishments like the poker 
games, record shops with stepped- 
up loudspeakers outside the store 
and amusement arcades gives the 
street a catchpenny aura which 
cheapens the character of the 
street. 

The group is currently attempt- 
ing to affect changes in the zoning 
policy to eliminate these busi- 
nesses. 

This problem has been on the 
BA roster for some years, until 
their efforts have been stymied by 
the License Commissioner’s con- 
tention that to refuse licenses to 
new establishments would have the 
effect of giving present arcades a 
monopoly in the area. 

Consequently, the organization 





department of Tel Aviv’s Histr 
a- 
drut (workers’ organization). | 
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(Continued on page 54) 





AIR NAMES NOW 
WANT TV WEDGE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Looking ahead into the tele- 
vision future, the major networks, 
the advertising agencies and the 
sponsors who plunk down $1,000,- 
000 apiece and more a year for air 
time and talent are frankly dis- 
turbed over the prospects of losing 
their top stars to rival webs and 
sponsors. 

For one thing, future contracts 
for radio personalities will prob- 
ably henceforth include provisions 
for video, with the client, of course, 
having first right of refusal. 

Right now there are no protec- 
tive clauses which give NBC an 
airtight hold on its flock of high- 
priced stars while some sponsors 
are alarmed over the possibility of 
their comic salesmen inking sep- 
arate contracts with other bank- 
rollers for their video bow. 

Situation cropped up only a cou- 
ple weeks ago, when Henry Mor- 
gan, tied to Rayve Shampoo for 
his weekly ABC radio show, nego- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Amos ‘nv Andy Ask 
306 for Radio-TV 


Hollywood, April 27. 

The Amos ’n’ Andy program is 
being peddled around by Music 
Corp. of America with a tag on it 
of $30,000 a week for coupled 
radio and television services. While 
the team’s tie to Lever Bros. 
doesn’t expire for a year, the talent 
organization obviously is bent on 
making sure that the next deal 
finds A & A ensconsed in the new 
medium. The video end of the 
offer, MCA has apprised ad agen- 
cies, is a must. 


MCA’s proposition also includes 
a firm seven-year deal. Indications 
have been given the contacted 
agencies that, if a prospect wanted 
to make an agreement effective 
with the coming fall, Lever might 





‘be prevailed upon to release A & A 


of the remaining commitment. 


Amos ‘n’ Andy joined the soap 
maker’s payroll with their new 
half-hour format in the fall of 
1943. Previous to that they had 
functioned as a 15-minute evening 
strip for 14 years, with Pepsodent 
for nine of these years and Camp- 
bell Soup, the remaining five. 
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Tops of the Tops 
> Retail Disk Seller 
“Nature Boy” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Now Is The Hour” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Nature Boy” 
British Best Seller 





“Near You” 
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Tarkington’s Memorial 


Indianapolis, April 27. 
Plans to rebuild Indianapolis 
Civic theatre next year as a memo- 
rial to late Booth Tarkington, In- 
diana novelist and playwright, call 
for an expenditure of $200,000. 

A feature would be a*Tarkington 
gallery in the lobby, to be dec- 
orated with murals depicting fa- 
vorite characters and scenes from 
his books. 


Adler-Draper 
Political Views 
Kayo Bookings 


Concert artists with political 
leanings (of the left variety usu- 
ally) are finding their musical 
vings clipped as a result of their 
extra-curricular activity. Action 
hasn’t been any apparent deterrent 
or their activities, though, so that 
the oncoming political campaign 
promises fresh fireworks. 


Larry Adler and Paul Draper, 
Wallace enthusiasts, while in Bir- 
mingham recently, held some sort 
of private rally in their hotel room, 
and a couple reporters present 
wrote a story on it. Whereupon 
the music group sponsoring the 
concert, claiming it was very em- 

(Continued on page 63) 


Paul Whiteman the Only 
Network Veepee With: 
Own Show on the Air 


ABC’s elevation of Paul White- 
man and Murray Grabhorn to vice- 
presidencies last week added them 
to a growing coterie. Web has 
handed out a total of six veepee 
titles in last few months and now 
has an impressive total of 17, 
matching NBC’s roster, which 
hitherto surpassed all others. 


Whiteman’s appointment is seen 
as reflecting acceptance by the net 
of his reported desire to move 
gradually into an administrative 
capacity over the web’s music de- 
partment. His title previously was 
director of music. (Action, inci- 
dentally, apparently makes White- 
man the first veepee with his wn 
show on the air. Ed Murrow at 
CBS returned to the air after re- 
linquishing his v.p. title.) 
Grabhorn has been handed in- 
creasing responsibilities by the 
web in the past year or so, being 
actively at the head of WJZ (N. Y.) 
operations now in addition to over- 
seeing the net’s other owned and 
operated stations and ABC’s co- 











op sales department. 


vv 





Whether Joseph M. Schenck will 
resign from 20th-Fox hinges on the 
decision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court in the industry anti-trust 
suit, it was learned’ authoritatively 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday). 
Production exec will ask for re-* 
lease from his $2,500-a-week con- 
tract if the court orders divorce- 
ment, but will probably continue 
at the studio if the majors are per- 
mitted to hang on to their theatres. 

In the meantime, however, 
Schenck is losing no time in lay- 
ing plans against the contingency 
that a divorcement decree is 
handed down. He is mulling the 
possibility of becoming active 
operating head of the United 
Artists Theatre Circuit, or of Mike 
Naify’s United California and 
Golden State chains, or of both. 

He also has some other theatre 
deals on the fire that might make 
him head man of a circuit of as 
many as 500 houses. UA web, of 
which Schenck is now president, 
has an interest in some 300 thea- 
tres, while Naify has about 115. 

Timing of Schenck’s action in- 

(Continued on page 63) 


Allen Burns As 
Bing Cancels Out 


Fred Allen says he is beginning 
to regard the guest exchange idea 
with somewhat of a jaundiced eye 
because of the way things have 
worked out on such a deal he had 
entered into with Bing Crosby. 
Allen took a burn last week when, 
after he had penciled in on his 
own program a Crosby date, he 
got an almost 11th hour call from 
the crooner’s entourage advising 
him that the thing was off because 
their man had to be elsewhere. 

Allen had already cut his shot 
with Crosby on the Philco platter. 
In airing his disappointment A''> 4 
said that he was always ur. “se 
impression that a trade.of< ae 
ance-for-appearance also implied a 
kind of consideration of each oth- 
er’s convenience. 








Pitt May Be Legitless 
By 1950 With Nixon Sale 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 
With the sale last week of Nixon 
theatre building by Marcus Hei- 
man and Tony Conforti to Alu- 
minum Co. of America, Pittsburgh 
faces the prospect of being a legit- 
less town in another two years. 
That definitely won't be until May, 
1950, when present leases expire. 
Until that time, Heiman will con- 
tinue to operate the playhouse 
while Conforti’s downstairs Nixon 
Cafe, also an institution in this 

town, will likewise keep going. 
Alcoa intends to tear down the 
structure and erect a big office 
building on the site for its own use. 
That may not be until after 1950, 

(Continued on page 61) 
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~ Censorship, Propaganda Bog Down 
Soviet Plays, Films, Says Magidoff 








Censorship jitters and propa-+ 


ganda dosages are depressing the 
cultural life of Russia but show 
business behind the “iron curtain 
is still retaining all of its tradi- 
tional appeal for the masses. So 
reports Robert Magidoff, corre- 
spondent for NBC and McGraw- 
Hill publications, who was ex- 
pelled from the Soviet early this 
month on unsubstantiated charges | 
of espionage. 

Legit and film productions, in 
particular, are weighted down by | 
ideological recipes handed down} 
by the all-powerful politicos. Al- | 
though the thesping art in Russia 





Billion from Tourists 
Seen for N.Y. in °48 


New York may expect a billion 
dollars or more from tourists in 
1948, but it’s going to have to 
hustle a lot more this year to get 
that coin than it did in 1946 and 
1947. That’s the conclusion drawn 
by Lynn Farnol in his fourth an- 
nual survey of the impact of the 
out-of-towner on New York. 

On the brighter side of the New 
York picture is the fact that con- 
vention business, up in 1947 over 


| 1946, promises to be greater in 


is as good as ever, Magidoff said, | ; 
the quality of plays and films are | 1948. Farnol suggests that to give 
suffering from the tight censor-|a real hypo to the tourist business, 


ship regulations which pervade | 
every aspect of communication. As | 
a result, popular response to mod- | 
ern playwrights is lukewarm. 

However, Shakespeare is at the | 
pinnacle of his popularity. Ac-| 
cording to Magidoff, there’s not a, 
single night in Russia when the | 
Bard’s plays are not being pro-| 
duced somewhere in the Soviets. | 
Close behind Shakespeare in pub-| 
lic favor is Ostrovsky, a classical | 
Russian playwright whose works | 
are also being steadily produced. 

Soviet films are “far and few 
between,” Magidoff reported. Tech- 
nieally, they are much inferior to 
Hollywood pix although Magidoff 
described their color process as 
“magnificent.” Most of the films 
are being processed now in Prague 
where the biggest studios in 
Europe are now located. (Color | 
experts in the U. S. contend that | 
the highly touted Soviet tinting 
process is the AGFA system de- 

(Continued on page 61) 


STIRRING TRIBUTE TO 
FORBSTEIN’S MEMORY 


Hollywood, April 27. 

From Stage 9 at Warner Bros., | 
the old hangout of the studio’s mu- 
sical director, a stirring: mitsical 
tribute was paid to Leo.F. Forb- 
stein Sunday (25) in a hour-long | 
program aired ovér KFWB, Los 
Angeles. Ray Heindorf, long an 
associate and now successor to 
Forbstein, led a 90-piece orches- 
tra while stars joined the memorial 
salute. ‘ 

Dick Powell, who appeared in 
many early WB musicals under 
Forbstein’s baton, opened with 
brief tribute, followed by Rudy 
Vallee, Margaret Whiting, Johnny 
Mercer, the Pied Pipers, Gordon 
MacRae, J. W. Gillette of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Max Steiner, Dennis Morgan, Ed- 
die Cantor, Dinah Shore, Danny 
Kaye, Doris Day, Frances Lang- 
ford and the Dudley Chambers 
chorus. 

Al Jolson was heard singing 
“Kol Nidre” on a soundtrack so 
he could make his tribute at the 
benefit. Orchestra number by 
Heindorf was the overture to 
“Rhapsody in Blue,” Forbstein’s 
favorite film. Jack L. Warner de- 








the hotels, railroads, night clubs, 
restaurants and sightseeing attrac- 
tions “might very well combine to 
restore to wider usage the club 
tours and other all-expense-in- 
cluded excursions that were under 
way before the war and had a very 
cautious rebirth in 1947.” 


Farnol is publicity-advertising 
director for Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions. The annual tourist sur- 
veys, however, are done as a spare- 
time hobby. 


Unique Script Service, 
On Co-op Basis, Set Up 
By Show Business Group 


Unique writers’ co-op designed 
to offer a complete seripting serv- 
ice for radio, television, motion 
pictures and legitimate stage, has 
been set up in New York by a 
small group headed by playwright 
Thomas Dunphy. Outfit, named 
Seripts Incorporated, is not an 
agency, all of its writers being 
members of the firm. They may 
work separately or collaborate on 
Scripts Inc. assignments, but re- 
sulting manuscripts pass through 
an editorial “sounding board” of 
associates for final polishing. 

Firm expects to have properties 
for sale, but additionally offers, in 
radio for example, to whip out any- 
thing from spots to full-hour 
dramats, to build properties still in’ 
idea form into radio or tele Scripts. 
For films, outfit offers to prepare 
scripts “guaranteed to. shoot,” to 
budget specifications, fees being 
based on writing time rather than 
on an arbitrary picture percentage. 
For legit, the group offers a “play- 
doctoring” and adaptation service. 
Dunphy, prexy of the firm, wrote 





Ring Twice,” produced on the 
Coast as “Until You Are Dead,” 
and has just finished a new play, 
“Time to Say Yes.” He has done 35 
shorts for the U. S. Navy, 10 for 
Universal, and others, as well as 
directed shorts for Metro, Para- 
mount and National Educational 
Films. uP 

Scripts Inc. exec veepee is 
George Cory, an actor-producer, 
who has two plays ready for fall 





scribed Forbstein as a perfection- 
ist who took great pleasure in his 
work. He recalled the iate music | 
director’s words: “This would be 
a better world if nobody knocked 
anybody else.” 


Berlin’s “White Xmas’ 
For Bing-Astaire-Par 


_™ing Berlin and Henry Gins- 
berg are talking a Paramount deal 
for “White Christmas,” an idea a 
la “Easter Parade” which Metro is 
about to release. As in the latter, 
Berlin has also written the original 
story and would package a song 
cavalcade of oldies, plus some new 
me ‘erial. - 

'’s intended for Bing Crosby 
anc Fred Astaire who, incidentally, 
appeared in the “Blue Skies” 
filmusical for Par, from which 
“White Christmas” emerged as one 
of Berlin’s top songs in all his 40 
yesrs in the business as a song- 
smith. 

Incidentally, while Berlin is do- 
ing a publicity pitch for “Easter 
Parade,” he is balking at tying it 
in with his 60th birthday or 40th 
anni in show biz. His birthday is 
May 11. Decca Records’ Jack Kapp 
has primed three Berlin birthday 





ary agent, is the corp.’s secretary. 
Other writer-members are: 

Stan Whitman, who has written 
two features for .Monogram and 
scripts for such airshows as “Fa- 
mous J Trials,” “Charlie Chan” 
and ‘Radio Readers’ Digest”; Les 


‘| MacLeod, author of ‘““We’ll Take the 


High Road” and other produced 
legits, several Warners shorts, 
“script of “Evangeline” for Helen 
Hayes, etc.; Bill Cowan, author of 
“Moon Over Mulberry Street,” 
writer - director - producer of the 
Army’s “Here’s Your Infantry,” 
writer of educational films, two 
Army documentaries, radio’s “Real 
Life” scripts. 

Several story properties already 
have been developed by the firm, 
according to Dunphy, and script 
work has already been done for 
one of the major Hollywood 
studios. 


* D.C. Votes DST 


Washington, April 27. 
House yesterday (26) voted ap- 
proval of a year of daylight saving 
time for D. C. 
Bill is different from the one 
which passed the Senate last week. 








albums for the occasion, recorded 
by Paul Whiteman, the Andrews 
Sisters and Carmen Cavallero-Dick | 
Haymes. ' 


However, the differences are ex- 
pected to be ironed out in confer- 
ence so that daylight time can 
Start this coming Sunday. 


: ‘ 


} 


the Mae West show, “Come’n Up, . 











305th WEEK! 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 
“BILL AND COO” 
Special Academy Award Winner 


TV Distorted Her 
Silent Pic Star 
Sues for $100,000 


Los Angeles, April 27. 

First of many court actions to 
plague television took legal form 
last week when attorney Milton 
Golden filed suit for $100,000 in 
superior court against Paramount 
Pictures, operator of tele station 
KTLA, and Guaranteed Pictures. 
Golden's client, Blanche Mehaffey, 
a film name of other days, asks the 
golden balm for presenting her in 
video “in a distorted and uncom- 
plimentary manner and damaging 
her future value to network tele- 
vision.” 

So the complaint reads to but- 
tress the contention that her studio 
contract made no provision for TV 
and KTLA was without legal right 
to use her old film, “The Mystery 
Trouper,” without her permission 
and sans payment of fee. Guaran- 
teed Pictures is named co-defend- 
ant because of its ownership of 
the film acquired from Harry 
Webb, producer. 

As a precedental action the case 
will be. closely followed by both 
the television industry and Screen 
Actors Guild. Court’s decision will 
have a vital effect on future policy 
of video stations using old pictures 
as time filler. 











Large-Scale Pix, Radio 
Included in Senate’s 
$27,000,000 Info Coin 


Washington, April 27. 

The senate voted a healthy $27,- 
000,000 yesterday (26) for the 
State Dept.’s 1949 foreign informa- 
tion program, including large-scale 
pix and radio activities. 

The figure includes $2,400,000 to 
| build relays to bolster reception of 





production. Faustina Orner, liter-'|U. S. “Voice of America” broad- 


casts overseas. The upper cham 
ber authorized another $2,000,000 
if needed but said the State Dept. 
would ‘iave to check back with 


this rainy-day kitty. 


$1,000,000 over the House-approved 
fund. Measure now goes to con- 
ference between the two houses, 
where more of a compromise is 
likely. 

Meanwhile, Bill Stone, director 
of the overseas info and education 
program at the State Dept. is sked- 
ded to check out. June 1, presaging 
a minor reorganization. Assistant 
Secretary of State George V. Allen 
reportedly wants a clear-cut divi- 
sion in handling of overseas propa- 
ganda as distinct from foreign edu- 
cation and cultural programs. 





Tenor Tucker’s Par Pic 
Hollywood, April 27. 
; Richard Tucker, one of the lead- 
ing tenors with the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., has been signed by 


‘Paramount on a one-picture deal. 


He’ll make a musical for Par with 
the company holding options to 
renew. Singer was auditiuned and 
ticketed during the Met’s recent 
engagement series in Los Angeles. 

Tucker is a brother-in-law to Jan 
Peerce, w.k. Met star. Before 
coming to the opera company, 





Tucker was a cantor. | 


Critics ‘Corrupt’? 
London, April 27. 

Film Section Critics 
has passed a resolution pro- 
testing against evidence given 
by producer R. J. Minney to 
the Royal Press Commission. 
He charged wholesale corrup- 
tion and bribery among the 
reviewers. 

Circle is sending its resolu- 
tion to the Commission stating. 
that they are willing to give 
any evidence required. Min- 
ney’s last picture, “Idol of 
Paris,” received a wholesale . 
condemnation from the critics. 


Korda and Aides in US. 
To Huddle on Cary Grant 


Pic to Be Prod. in London} 


Huddles on the picture Cary 
Grant will make for him and with 
a pair of writers with whom he 
has been negotiating are the chief 
items on Sir Alexander Korda’s 
agenda for his current visit to the 
U. S. British producer arrived in 
New York from London on the 
Queen Elizabeth yesterday (Tues- 
day). 

Accompanying Sir Alex is Har- 
old Boxall, joint managing direc- 
tor (with Sir David Cunynghame) 
of the producer’s London Film 
Productions. Boxall handles the 
financial end of the Korda busi- 
ness. The two British execs will 
be in the U. S. two to three weeks. 

Korda timed his visit to coincide 
with the opening of his “Anna Ka- 
renina’”’ at the Roxy, N. Y., yester- 
day, but that is only an incidental 
reason for his trip. He’s attempt- 
ing to get the Grant script in shape 
for an early summer start. 

His deal for the two writers en- 
tails their working in London on 
screenplays for him. One of them 
is being sought for a term pact. 
Korda will also huddle with 20th- 
Fox execs on the handling of his 
films. He has a distribution deal 
with the company. 

Two Korda press aides, who have 
been in the U. S. for the past six 
weeks, are returning to England 
tomorrow aboard the Elizabeth. 
They are David Golding, who came 
over to work on the opening cam- 
paign for “Karenina,” and Clarissa 
| Churchill, niece of the wartime 
| British prime minister, who has 
been touring the country learning 
American film publicity tech- 
niques. 


ADMISH TAX CUT 
BILLS BRUSHED OFF 


Washington, April 27. 
Word last week from Rep. Har- 
old Knutson (R., Minn.), chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee, 











cuts in excises this year (with the 
| possible exception of communica- 
'tions) meant the end of the road 
for the 21 bills which have been in- 
troduced thus far to cut or abolish 
admissions taxes. 

Four of the bills would restore 








that there would be virtually’ no. 


Scores Crix On 


London, April 27, 

Possible city-wide ban on Re- 
nown Pictures’ “No -Orchids for 
Miss Blandigh” has failed to mate- 
rialize. Following a private screen- 
ing of the film, the London County 
Council decided not to revoke thea- 
tre licenses if “Miss Blandish” is 
cut as requested amounting to 10 
| minutes playing time. Dealing with 
|American gangster life, the Pic 
came in for universal press con- 
demnation with the result that the 
LCC toek action in an effort to 
safe-guard civic morals. 


Meanwhile Tom O’Brien, secre- 
tary of the National Assn. of Thea- 
tre & Kinematograph Employees, 
stated earlier in the week that “if 
the film is banned it would force a 
new crisis in the film world. The 
critics go beyond their legitimate 
functions when they demand the 
withdrawal of a picture and incite 
licensing authorities to accept their 
verdict.” 


“This script,” O’Brien declared, 
“was passed by the censor. I am 
not concerned whether the picture 
is in good or bad taste, but it will 
be a sorry day for industry if 
critics become censors in addition. 
If the film is banned, future pro- 
ductions by the company will be 
impossible and hundreds will lose 
jobs.” He emphasized that the 
“livelihood of men and women 
cannot be placed in jeopardy by an 
irresponsible body of people once 
a picture has been passed by the 
censor. The public ultimately will 
decide on its merits.” 

In justifying its approval of 
“Miss Biandish,” the Board of Film 
Censors states that the film under- 
went drastic revision with many 
brutal scenes deleted before the 
scissoring body granted an “Adults 
Only” certificate. While the pic 
now has a London greenlight, there 
has been no decision as yet on the 
censorial attitude of the provinces. 
Current publicity has meant a b.o. 
bonanza with 11,000 payees attend- 
ing the film Saturday (24) at the 
Plaza theatre, breaking the house 
record. 


Picture has also stirred a full- 
scale Parliamentary row on the ad- 
ministration of the British Board of 
Film Censors. Because of the wide- 
spread attacks made on the blue- 
pencillers for passing the film, Tom 
Driberg, M.P., urged Prime Min- 
ister Attlee to make an official in- 
vestigation and report on the Cen- 
sor Board. In making his request, 
the M.P. said he was motivated “in 
view of the varying standards ap- 
plied by the censors.” 

Attlee, however, refused the re- 
quest stating that he did not think 
there was cause to investigate the 
Board’s standards and methods. 
Driberg further claimed the Board 
withheld licenses from _ serious 
works of cinematograph art while 








permitting public exhibition of 


jthe prewar 10% bite on general} sims condemned by responsible 


Capitol Hill before dipping into | 
The Senate appropriation was | 


‘admissions, ineluding theatre tick- | 


‘ets; and two would drop the levy 
on nitery? tabs from the present 
20% to the prewar 5%. 

Thing which seemed to interest 
the most mefnbers of Congress was 
|the tax on admissions to agricul- 
tural fairs. No less than five “bills 
have been introduced in the 80th 
_Congress to completely abolish this 
| 20% tax, and one of them has 
| Passe the House, but has been 
| Stymied in the Senate Finance 
Committee. If any admissions taxes 
should be lowered or eliminated, 
leading members of Congress say 
|the country fair tax would be the 
first to go. 

Remainder .of the bills would 
wipe out the taxes on charity af- 
fairs, on special entertainments for 
the benefit of veterans’ organiza- 
tions, on entertainment for the ben- 
efit of police and firemen, on hos- 
pitalized veterans where the admis- 


sion is free; and on the activities of 
elementary and secondary schools, 
except for sports contests. The 
.entertainment could include pro- 
fessional live talent or motion pic- 
‘tures for most of the above groups. 
However, all of this legislation is 





apparently dead for the remainder | 
Congress. 


of the 80th 








critics as unworthy of the British 
film industry. In conclusion he 
asked the Prime Minister to con- 
sider the desirability of abolishing 
censorship altogether, or of replac- 
ing the present Board by a statu- 
tory body of impartial and edu- 
cated persons. 

Answering this request, Attlee 
told Driberg that it was the gen- 
eral practice of licensing authori- 
ties to accept certificates from the 
unofficial board of censors, but the 
ultimate responsibility for deciding 
whether a film would be shown oF 
not rested with the licensing au- 
thorities. 


. 


Gaby Biopic 
Paris, April 20. 
A biopic of Gaby Deslys, to be 
made in Vienna, is being prepped 
by producer A. Weinberg. 
Directed by Ernst Neufeld, it 
will star Claude Dauphin and Ray- 
mond Roleau, with a Rumanian 
neweomer, Denise Grey, handling 
the title role. 








Metro’s Pilcer Pic : 
Harry Pilcer, long time dancing 
partner and American husband of 
Gaby Deslys, has been at work on 
a filmusical based on the French 
star’s career. 


He is virtually set on a deal with 
Metro. 
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Exhibs Wonder if It 


Keeping Oldsters Out of U.S. Theatres 


's Kids Who Are 





Speculation over whether it’s the + 
kiddies who are keeping the old- 
sters from U. S. theatres was given 
a starter last week by the Asso- 
ciated Theatre Owners of Indiana, 
an Allied wing. Turning to what 
it recognizes as the top industry 
problem —just now—how to win 
those over-35 to films—ATOI bulle- 
tin comes up with the suggestion: 
“Perhaps the time has come for 
this business to stop so eagerly in- 
viting the kids.” “It is possible 
that the amount of past product 
designed for young minds plus the 
mere fact of the number of chil- 
dren in a theatre audience has dis- 
cduraged movie attendance by a 
great many adults,” bulletin adds. 

Referring to several surveys 
which recently disclosed that only 
a small fraction of the “over 35’s” 
are film fans, ATOI avers: “Hav- 
ing called in the doctors, we would 
think that this business should pay 
especial attention to their findings 
as to who comprises the 50,000,000 
persons that don’t buy tickets 
rather than neglect that market by 
emphasizing juvenile themes and 
product with an appeal to chil- 
dren.” 

That there’s a danger of greater 
stress on juves is now seen by 
ATOI as a result of recent pro- 
nouncements by exhib leaders that 

(Continued on page 25) 


Carroll Spreads Crop Of 
Pix-Producing Rumors On 
Nip Visit, Including RKO 


Tokyo, April 20. 

Earl Carroll, on a flying trip 
through the Orient, departed by 
plane from Tokyo today and left 
a lot of puzzled people behind. 
Carroll did considerable snooping 
in town aid dropped a few hints 
that RKO might be interested in 
roducing films in Japan—but 
ailed to make any specific state- 
ment on progress made during his 
visit 





Hollywood studios, whose films 
are released in Japan through the 
Central Motion Picture Exchange, 
have amassed more than 600 mil- 


which they’ can’t get out of the 
country. SCAP officials, some of 
whom Carroll talked to, are study- 
ing the possibility of permitting 
U. S. firms to expend blocked 
funds by filming sequences, or en- 
tire productions, in Nippon. 
Carroll is reportedly interested 
in UP correspondent Ernie Hobe- 
recht’s novel, “Tokyo Romance,” 
which wowed Jap readers and has 
reputedly sold 300,000 copies. An 
English edition has been published 
in the U. S., a special Japanese 
edition in Hawaii, and Hoberecht 
has recently signed a contract for 
a Spanish edition for release in 
Spain and South America, 
“Romance” is a story of an 
American war correspondent and 
a Japanese film actress who meet 
and love in postwar Tokyo. Life 
mag called the book “the worst 
novel ever written”—a statement 
that was immediately challenged 
by the author. “That’s a lie,” Hobe- 
recht cabled from Tokyo. “I’ve 
written worse ones myself.” 


Bankers Trust’s Film Rep 
To 0.0. Pix It Financed 


Alex Ardrey, v.p. in charge of 
film loans for the Bankers Trust 
Co., N. Y., left over the weekend 
for the Coast. He’ll visit Portland, 
Seattle and San Francisco this 
week and will arrive in Hollywood 
May 5. 

He's aiming to see “Joan of Arc,” 
Ingrid Bergman-starrer made by 
Walter Wanger for RKO release, 
which he financed to the tune of 
75%. He’s also slated for huddles 
with producers who hold Bankers 
Trust loans. and with execs of Se- 
curity-First National Bank of Los 
Angeles, with which Ardrey’s out- 
fit frequently divvies biz. 

After attending a bankers’ con- 
vention in Coronado, Ardrey is due 








Democracy Awards To 
Balaban, Zanuck, Schary 


Barney Balaban, Darryl F. 
Zanuck and Dore Schary along 
with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Charles E. Wilson will be _ per- 
sonally awarded medallions on a 
coast-to-coast radio program, May 
8, by the Anti-Defamation League, 
B’nai B'rith. Quintet has been 
efosen for their work on civil 
rights and against anti-Semitism 
for the first America’s Democratic 
Legacy awards. 


Distribs Switch 
Back From Flat 
To More % Deals 


Major film companies, after 
switching over to flat rental sales 
as a method of cutting distribution 
costs, have now completed the 
cycle and are back to selling most 
of their product on percentage. 
Move was initiated by Metro sales 
veepee William F. Rodgers, who 
recently announced his company’s 
increased emphasis on the sliding 
scale, and it’s expected to be fol- 
lowed immediately by the other 
companies. 

Majors had hoped to cut costs by 
selling films on flat rentals which 
would eliminate need for check- 
ers. Metro, in fact, had already 
trimmed its checking staff consid- 
erably but is now out to expand 
the service again. Other companies 
all utilize Confidential Reports, 
(Continued on page 22) 


Bing Auditioning B’way 
Hit, ‘Brigadoon,’ With Eye 
To Filming It for Rank 


It’s likely that Bing Crosby’s 
one-picture stint for J. Arthur 











Rank in England will be a filmiza- 
tion of the current B’way musical 
hit “Brigadoon.” Negotiations are 
now under way between Rank’s 
U. S. office and Cheryl Crawford, 
legit producer, and will probably 
be closed if Crosby okays the sub- 
ject. One of the prime reasons for 
the singer’s New York visit is to 
catch the show and decide if he 
likes it. 

Understood that Rank expects no 
difficulty with the British treasury 
in making the purchase. 

While Crosby tarries in N. Y., 
singer will wax at least three or 
four Philco radio shows with guest 
stars. One of the main reasons for 
Crosby’s trip east was to wrap up 
the shows with guesters who 
couldn’t trek to Hollywood. Among 
those plattered are Ethel Merman, 
Fred Alien and Henry Fonda. 


METRO HOSTS BERGER’S 
COOK’S TOUR TO MEXICO 


Minneapolis, April 27. 

Bennie Berger, whose frequent 
and vociferous blasts at the majors 
have made him probably the na- 
tion’s No. 1 needle in the sides of 
the distribs, went to Mexico last 
week as a “guest” of Metro, he 
disclosed before his departure. 
Berger is president of North Cen- 
tral Allied and an indie circuit 
owner. 

He went south of the border to 
make the presentation for Metro 
of a gold pin to the branch man- 
ager there in recognition of the 
latter’s 20 years’ service. It’s the 
first time anyone can remember 
that a film company has designated 
an exhibitor to hand out honors 
to its own personnel. 

Berger said the invitation was 
extended to him by Henderson C. 
Richey, chief of exhibitor relations 
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SARNOFE’S RANK 
PITCH FOR VIDEO 


Far-reaching proposal which 
could drastically change the rela- 
tionship of films to television was 
tendered by David Sarnoff, board 
chairman of RCA, in behalf of the 
NBC network, to J. Arthur Rank, 
ace British filmmaker. In talks 
with Rank while the Britisher was 
here on his recent visit, Sarnoff 
asked for a 10-year deal that would 
incorporate the principle of swap- 
ping video rights to Rank’s films in 
return for cuffo plugging via tele- 
vised trailers. 

Anxious to break the existing 
dam which has prevented NBC as 
well as other video nets from ob- 
taining an adequate diet of pix, 
RCA topper is proposing that Rank 
make available his films for NBC 
after an arbitrary time lapse from 
release date. As bait for that plum, 
Sarnoff is willing to play trailers 
of all new Rank films hitting U. S. 
theatres without charge. He claims 
it will go a long way towards pop- 
ularizing the Anglo imports with 
American audiences. 

Rank’s N. Y. office confirms the 
fact that talks were carried on by 
the two toppers while refusing to 
predict what decision will be made 
by the Britisher. It’s noted, how- 
ever, that while Yank producers’ 
hands are tied by their current 
basic contracts with James C. 
Petrillo’s American Federation of 
Musicians, no such ban is effective 
against British films. Hence, if 
(Continued on page 15) 


‘MISTRESS’ FILM TAG OK 
IF INNOCENTLY USED 


The word “mistress” will soon 
appear in a film title on American 
screens for the first time since 
1935. That’s as a result of a special 
dispensation handed down by the 
board of directors of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America at its 
session in New York last Thursday 
(22). 

Picture will be “Mistress 
Masham’s Repose,” to be produced 
by J. Arthur Rank’s Ealing Studios 
in England. Ealing’s request for 
the special permission to use the 











long-outlawed word -was_ trans- 
mitted to the board in a memo 
from Margaret Ann Young, direc- 
tor of the MPAA’s title bureau. 


Miss Young suggested that the 
directorate give its okay, since the 
picture is a “Cinderella” type story 
with special appeal to children and 
bears no suggestion of. the more 
popular connotation of the banned 
word. Film is based on a popular 


RCA’S BID TO PLAY BRITISH 


Loew's Gets That Video Bug—Plans 
Unveiling Own Theatre Tele System 





| Errol Avers Fan Mag 


Erred, Sues for 300G 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Errol Flynn has brought a 
$300,000 suit against the fan mag, 
Movie Stars Parade, charging un- 
authorized use of his name in a 
realistic description of his reaction 
to his first screen kiss. 

Flynn also asked for an injunc- 
tion barring the circulation of the 
mag’s May issue or further use of 
his byline. 


3 Story Buys 
Indicate Sharp 
Dive in Prices 


Amazingly sharp dive in the 
prices being paid by Hollywood 
for top novelg was evidenced in 


three major purchases last week. 
Fees ranged from $22,000 to $50,- 





'000, with no additional sums based 


on book sales or other gimmicks. 
Same three properties, it is esti- 
mated, may have cost between 
$100,000 and $200,000 before the 
Hollywood economy wave set in 
after the British 75% tax was im- 
posed last August. 

Trio of purchases was also sig- 
nificant ‘in that it marked the most 
active week in story marts in over 
a year. Studios have beeg laying 
low on buying expensive proper- 
ties, concentrating on cheaper orig- 
inals, remakes and use of books 
and stories they’ve had on the 
shelf. That’s one of the reasons 
prices have come down so dras- 
tically. 

Still another aspect of the three 
(Continued on page 25) ° 


WALLIS-HAZEN TALKING 
PAR RENEWAL IN N.Y. 


Hal Wallis, indie producer, and 
his partner Joseph H. Hazen re- 
opened negotiations this week with 
Paramount on the subject of a 
renewal of the production com- 
pany’s distribution pact with Par. 
Wallis planed into New York over 
the weekend in time for an initial 
huddle with Henry Ginsberg, Par’s 
exec veepee in charge of produc- 
tion, before the latter took off in 
a reverse flight to the Coast. Con- 








(Continued on page 22) 


(Continued on page 63) 





‘Sitting,’ ‘Daughter,’ 
Additional spring-like weather 
and yen to hit the outdoors are 
cutting into biz in many key cities 
this week. Despite this, the 
stronger pictures continue to do 
okay. Current session sees “Big 
Clock” (Par) moving up from 
fourth rating to pace field by wide 
margin. 

Second best is “Miracle of Bells” 
(RKO), which is displaying real 
strength in a number of additional 
bookings. Third place winner is 
“Casbah” (U) while fourth goes to 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th), as com- 
pared to third position a week ago. 

Fifth best coin-maker is “B. F.’s 
Daughter” (M-G). Sixth money 
goes to “Naked City,’’ which slid 
back from recent high rankings 
mainly because largely on holdover 
this week. Aside from these six 
toppers, the field is badly split up. 
Leading the runners-up are “Scud- 
da Hoo” (20th), “Winter Meeting” 
(WB), “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th) and “Double Life” (U). How- 
ever, none of these is getting very 
‘important coin this round. 

“Bells” is outstanding in Boston 
and Baltimore this stanza. Pic also 





for Metro. Richey was present at 





back in New York May 17, 


(Continued on page 22) 


is big in Cleveland and smash in 
Buffalo. “Casbah” is on spotty side 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Spring Weather Takes Toll—‘Clock,’ ‘Bells,’ ‘Casbah,’ 


‘Naked’ the Big Six 


currently, but sock in Chicago and 
top straight-filmer in Cincinnati. It 
shapes mild in Washington, Balto 
and Providence, and looks merely 
okay on second Frisco week. 

Best newcomers to try their luck 
this week are “Arch of Triumph” 
(UA), “State of Union” (M-G), 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Pan- 
handle” (Mono). Last-named shapes 
fine in Minneapolis and will top 
Frisco with a solid week, helped by 
smart bally. “Union” looks very 
good at N. Y. Music Hall and great 
in small Seattle house. “Arch” is 
smash on N. Y. preem. “Apache” 
is leading Philly with a gock figure 
despite offish trend there. 

“Old Los Angeles” ¢Rep) is turn- 
ing in a fancy session in Balto. “In- 
trigue’”’ (UA) looks nice in N. Y. 
but moderate in Omaha. “Fury at 
Furnace Creek” (20th) shapes 
modest in St. Louis. 

“Lady From Shanghai” (Col), 
another new film, is doing nicely in 
Boston but is rated moderate in 
L. A. and Cincy. “Sainted Sisters” 
(Par), also a new entry, looks only 
so-so in Washington and is barely 
fair in Pitt and Philly. 
(Compléte Boxoffice Reports on 

Pages 11-13.) 
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Loew’s, which has shied away 
from any active interest in tele- 
vision until now, has apparently 
decided that the time is ripe to 
jump on the video bandwagon. 
Company, it’s revealed, has been 
experimenting with its own system 
of theatre tele at a New York nabe 
house for the last several weeks 
and hopes to have it ready for 
public unveiling within a month. 
Loew’s execs declined to divulge 
details of the system. It’s believed 
to incorporate, however, a direct 
projection method based on an 
electronic process devised by Les- 
ter Isaacs, chief engineer for 
Loew’s theatres, while he served 
with the Office of Strategic Serv- 
ices during the war. Unlike Para- 
mount’s recently-disclosed system, 
the Loew’s method uses no film. 
Instead, it projects the images di- 
rectly onto the theatre screen. 

According to Loew’s officials, the 
system is less expensive to operate 
than Par’s intermediate film meth- 
od. Before it’s put into actual use, 
Loew’s hopes to survey further 
both tele and film conditions to 
make certain there will be a place 
for theatre video in the scheme 
of theatre operation. Loew’s de- 
clared the system, if it’s put into 
operation, will be used only to tele- 
vise major events as a means of 
forestalling competition from reg- 
ular tele broadcasts. 


Rank’s Goedwill Invite — 
To US. Indie Exhibs: 
Cuffo Junket to Eng. 


Robert Benjamin, head of J. 
Arthur Rank’s U. S. organization, 
will trek to Washington next week 
to light the fuse on the British film- 
maker’s proposal to bring indie ex- 
hib leaders to England. Benjamin 
will meet with Abram F. Myers, 
board chairman and general coun- 
sel of National Allied, who’s al- 
ready committed to cooperate on 
the project. It’s Rank’s plan to 
make the group his guests on a 

(Continued on page 24) 
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cinemas by pictures made in Eng- 
Jand by American companies will 
not be included in figuring up 
each distrib’s share of the British 
dollar pool. That, and the decision | 


that the divvy of the pool will be | 
| when it was decided that Pat Dug- 


firm in the British market, were | gan, Goldwyn v.p. on story mat- | 
the principal points voted approval | 


based on net billings by each Yank 


by the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. exec committee at its full- 
dress session 
Thursday (22). 
Confab, which was also attended 
by reps of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
was the first such session of com- 
pany toppers since the new British 
films pact was arrived at by Eric 
Johnston and Harold Wilson in 
London six weeks ago. “Working 
committee” had been meeting 
regularly prior to the the big hud- 
dle in endeavoring to get contro- 
versial points in shape for voting. 
Number of issues still remain and 
the “working committee” will con- 


tinue its sessions. Next one 
is slated for this afternoon 
( Wednesday ). 


Conclave last week was extreme- 
ly amicable, with the one point 
that might have caused contro- 
versy tabled. It involved the so- 
called “Balaban plan” by which 


‘ters, would move east from the 





in New York last! 


Mrs. Carolyn Stagg Back 
As Goldwyn’s Story Ed 


Mrs. Carolyn Stagg returned last 
week as eastern story editor for 
Samuel Goldwyn. She resumes 
the job she held until last Jan. 1, 


Coast permanently and head up 
the operation himself. 

Recent switch in plans resulted 
in Duggan transferring his head- 
| quarters back to the studio. As a 
result, Mrs. Stagg was brought 
back in. She’s formerly an asso- 
ciate editor of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal. 


‘Edward’ in England, ‘Quo 
Vadis’ in Italy, Metro’s 





The Switch 


Literary reviewers, in writ- 
ing about “Arch of Triumph” 
when the novel was published 
a couple years ago, generally 
gave it a severe drubbing. 
Last week newspaper critics, 
in panning the film, almost all 
remarked that the _ picture 
didn’t live up to the greatness 
of the book. 

Which led author Erich 
Maria Remarque to remark 
wryly: “It took the picture to 
make a classic out of my 
novel.” 


Dearth of Aussie 
‘Studios Stymies 
Prod. Plans There 


Sydney, April 27. 
Plans of U. S. producers to make 
pix in Australia with frozen coin of 
distribs are heading into the ob- 











Only Foreign Pix So Far 


“Edward, My Son,” slated as 
| Metro’s first postwar production in 
| England, will go on the floor at the 
| company’s Elstree studios June 15, 
according ‘to M-G exec producer 
E. J. Mannix. Script of the picture 





| was finished on the Coast only Sat- | 


|}urday, and is being rushed to New 
| York so that a budget estimate can 


| cently arrived 


|Stacle of lack of up-to-date studio 
|facilities .available in Australia. 
|The war years were accompanied 
iby a steep decline in equipment 
and, according to Aussie engineers, 
|it would take a considerable in- 
| vestment to bring the studios into 
'Shape to handle feature pictures. 

,indie producer Sam Bischoff, re- 
in Australia with 
director Andre de Toth and at- 


! 


some of the majors were seeking | bet set up in the course of the |torney Herbert T. Silverberg with 
to have the income in the U. S. | huddles now in progress among | notions of making one or two films, 
from British-made pictures bought | Metro homeoffice and studio offi- | are finding that the only major stu- 


outright by Yank companies in- 


cluded in the American dollar pool. | 


Warner Bros., 20th-Fox and Metro 
—all ef which have studios in Eng- 
Jand—favored the idea, but would 


| production chief Louis B. Mayer, 


cials. 

Mannix arrived from the Coast | 
| Sunday (25), preceding by two days 
chief Howard 


studio publicity 


dio here is the Cinesound-Page- 
wood setup, operating under the J. 
Arthur Rank-Norman B. Rydge 
banner, which also flies over the 
powerful ussie Greater Union 


net agree to also toss into the pool | Strickling and British production |theatre circuit. But even this stu- 


make in England. 

Unless the latter point were 
agreed to, the other distribs 
wouldn’t go along on giving up 
U. S. proceeds of their outright- 


' when the confabs are concluded to 


their U. S. income from pix they | topper Ben Goetz. Latter will fly 


to England tomorrow (Thurs.) 
gets the Elstree studios ready. | 
|Mannix returns to the Coast to- 


imorrow (Thursday), with Mayer 


bought British films. The issue,| 42d Strickling remaining several | 


therefore, seems to have died, 
since the tabling by the MPEA last 
week indicates there will be no 
further battle on it. 

In agreeing on the basis for the 
coin divvy out of the dollar pool, 
it was decided that each distrib 
will get a pro rata slice in propor- 
tion to rentals received in Britain 
and remittable to the U. S. after 
adjustments and allowances have 
been taken out, but before adver- 
tising is charged off. The pool in 
which the companies will share 
consists of the $17,000,000 yearly 
which Britain has agreed to remit 
for American pix shown there, 
plus the equivalent of the earn- 
ings in the U. S., its territories and 
the Philippines. of British pix 
owned by British interests. 

In computing billings, it was de- 
cided to eliminate the income de- 
rived from British theatres by 
films made by American companies 
in England, as it was figured that 
they'd thus be profiting from the 
same funds twice. In other words, 
they used frozen funds in the first 
place to make the picture and then 
they'd be profiting again from the 
British income of this picture. 


3 UA PRODS TO USE 





ALF SHIPMAN’S STUDIOS nental affairs, with headquarters in 


London, April 27. 


United Artists has closed a deal 
for use of the Riverside Studios 
here. Company is slated to start 
its British production July 9. 


Films already set for lensing in 
this country include a Mary Pick- 
ford-Lester Cowan production, Ed- 
ward Small’s “Lorna Doone” in 
color, and a Marx Bros. film. UA 
exec veepee Arthur W. Kelly has 
been here for several weeks nego- 
tiating the contract, which was 
signed by Riverside owner Alf 
Shipman and UA managing direc- 
tor in England David Coplan. 





Bogeaus Preps Two 


British Productions | 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Benedict Bogeaus is lining up 
two stories for production in Eng- 
Jand, starting with “The Life of 
Charles Dickens.” Films will be 
made with American stars 
British director and technicians. 

Bogeaus leaves for London June 
2 for the preem of his picture, “On 
Our Merry Way,” which United 
Artists will release. 


but 


declared that “Edward” is the only 
film definitely set so far for British 
lensing. “Young Bess” will also be 
shot at Elstree but no starting date 
has yet been arrived at. Mannix 
said that “Secret Garden” might 
also lend itself to production in 
England but that plans on that are 
still in the talking stage. Latter 
film was to have starred Margaret 
O’Brien and Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Incidentally, Miss O’Brien returns 
this week from a vacation in Eng- 
land and Ireland. 

Mannix said that Metro hopes to 
finance British production with 
money frozen there under terms of 

(Continued on page 25) 


Allport and McCarthy 
Stay Az Iz in London, 
Paris; No Job Swap 


Decision was made by Eric John- 
/Ston,. Motion Picture Assn. of | 
'America prexy, last Friday (23) to! 
|abandon the idea of having Fayette | 








switch jobs. Allport is the MPAA’s 
rep in England, while McCarthy 
handles the organization’s Conti- 





, Paris. 1 
| Idea of changing Allport and 
'McCarthy around has been dis- 
cussed by Johnston and MPAA 
international division toppers since 


Johnston returned from the British 


| production matters. | 
D&pite previous reports, Mannix an inspection tour of film-making 


W. Allport and Frank McCarthy|W°rking conditions 


dio needs plenty of modernization 
before it can match Hoilywood 
standards. 

Despite the apparent lack of 
studio facilities, Warners will prob- 
ably enter Aussie production ac- 


more days for discussions on other | cording to the company’s foreign 


veepee, Wolfe Cohen, now here on 


| plants. Firm long has been en- 
deavoring to work out a plan of 
unfreezing its blocked Aussie 
pounds. 


ART DIRECTORS AGREE 
TO BRITISH-U.S. PACT 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Agreement for art directors in 
the United States and Britain to 
work in either country, as long as 
they’re in good standing with the 
parent organization, has been 
inked by the Motion Picture Art 
Directors and Britain’s Assn. of 
Cinematograph and Allied Techni- 
cians. 

Pact provides for no restriction 
on the number of men who can 
shuttle back and forth. How- 
ever, Yanks in Britain can’t total 
more than three men over Brit- 
ishers here. Same quota applies 
to British technicians heading to 
the U. S. Also provides for a 
vising art director’s salary and 
based on 
whichever of the two organization’s 
agreements with employers con- 
tains the higher salary or better 
working conditions. 


Mono and British Pathe - 
Teeing Off Jomt Prod. 














tax negotiations over a month ago. 
| Allport came to New York from) 
London last week for confabs on 
the final decision and to report on| 
British developments. 

McCarthy’s aide, Rupert Allen, 
who was also to have _ been 
switched. will remain with him in 
Paris. An assistant probably will | 
j be assigned to Allport. 


‘Madison Offers British 
Lensing With Iced Coin 


| Hollywood, April 27. | 
Noel Madison is offering Holly- 
|wood producers a means of utiliz- 
ing frozen dollars in England 
|through Noel Madison Productions, 
|Ltd., which he recently organized 
,in London. 
Currently Madison is in Holly- | 
| wood angling for story properties, | 
,including Norman Krasna’s ‘Four 
Hours to Kill,” Alee Coppelil’s “A | 
‘Man About a Dog’ amd John Wex- 





With the departure of Mono- 
gram’s foreign chief Norton V. 
Ritchey for England by plane Mon- 
day (26), the company’s proposed 
joint production program. with 
Pathe Pictures of Britain may soon 
be rolling. Ritchey will study the 
film-making situation in the British 
Isles as well as readying arrange- 
ments for his firm to operate under 


| the recently negotiated Anglo-U. S. 


tax adjustment. 


As announced by Mono prexy 
Steve Broidy in New York last fall 
the American company would 
jointly make four films with Pathe 


|in Britain while another quartet 


would be sponsored by both firms 
in the U. S. Earnings of the pic- 


| tures would be split 50-50 with 
| pound revenues going to Pathe and 


dollars to Mono. Ritchey, who'll 
be away only a short time, will 
also set the British release of some 
eight Allied Artists pix which pre- 
viously had been barred by the 


,ley’s “The Last Mile.” 


| — tax and subsequent film em- 
rgo. 


Cues Closer Co-op 


a 
vr 


2 SIMPP Reps on MPAA Committee 


Between Both Orgs 





Organize in H’wood 
To Push Taft for Prez 
Washington, April 27. 
Several Hollywood figures are 
included in the formation of a 
new actors, artists and authors 
committee seeking Senator Taft 
for President. 


In the founding group are in- 
cluded Gary Cooper, Leo Mc- 
Carey, Morrie Ryskind, Benjamin 
Stolberg, Freda Utley, Dorothy 
Thompson, Robert S. Allen, Lee 
Bowman, John Chamberlain, Bor- 
den Chase, Forrest Davis, Mike 
Frankovich, Alice Roosevelt Long- 
worth, Grant Mitchell, John 
Ringling North, Felix Morley, 
John Dos Passos and George F. 
Schuyler. 


Lesser-Poe’s Indies’ 
Inside Track to Some 





Break for independent producers 
who pile up coin in Britain under 
the new freeze agreement is seen 
p the success of Producers Repre- 
septatives, Inc., in obtaining com- 
mitments for studio space for two 
films yearly in England. Irving 
Lesser and Seymour Poe, Ameri- 
can toppers of Producers Reps, and 
David E. Griffiths, their British 
pard, have effected their deal with 
Alfred Shipman, who operates 
three English studios. 

Producers whom PRI represents 
will get fifst crae¢k at the much-in- 
demand space commitments. How- 
ever, it is considered unlikely that 
most indies will amass enough un- 


year of the pact to finance a film 
/on their own. As a result, Lesser, 
Poe and Griffiths are working out 
plans whereby producers would 
be enabled to pool their ccjn in a 
syndicate for production in Eng- 
land. 

One of the points fought for and 
won by James A. Mulvey, prez of 
Goldwyn Productions, when he was 
with Eric Johnston in London 
working out the new pact, was a 
proviso for pooling of funds for 
production. Agreement states that 
any producer can sell, transfer or 
pool his funds for use by others in 
any manner in which he could use 
them himself. 

PRI's two-pic angually commit- 
ment with Shipman begins July 1. 
Shipman controls the Twickenham, 
Southhall and Riverside studios. A 
separat® one-film deal for space in 
these studios has also been made 
by Edward Small for a film to be 
directed by Gregory Ratoff. 
Foreseeing that a coin freeze 
might put studio space at a pre- 
mium, PRI had Griffiths start 
negotiations with Shipman in Lon- 
don some months ago. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Robert Ardrey 
Irving Berlin 
Irving Brecher 
George D. Burrows 
Edward Fishman 
Adele Whitely Fletcher 
Henry Ginsberg 
Hal Hackett 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
Saul Jaffe 
Jack Lait 
Louis B. Mayer 
Rufus LeMaire 
Eddie Mannix 
Lorraine Miller 
Harry Rapf 
Richard Rodgers 
Joe Schenck 
Jack Smith 
Jules C. Stein 
Howard Strickling 
Peggy Thorndike 
Hal Wallis 








N. Y. to Europe 
Amerigo Benefico 
Clarissa Churchill 
Eric L. H. Cosby 
Jerry Dale 
Art Ford 
Leo Genn 
Ben Goetz 
David Golding 
William Heineman 
I. E. Lopert 
Jarmila Novotna 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Mme. Elizabeth Schumann 
Robert Wolff 
Max E. Youngstein 





* 'prexy of the Association by 
London Studio Space pres last Thursday (22). They are 


thawed revenue during the first | 


Growing cohesion between the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America 


Motion Picture rs is seen 
Fe the unprecedented action of 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston jast 
| week in naming two SIMPP mem. 
jbers to a_ regularly-established 
|committee of the MPAA. Necessity 
of cooperating in the struggle to 
jmaintain foreign markets has 
,drawn the majors and the indie 
| producers closer over the past sevy- 
jeral years, but last week’s action 
| was the first formal recognition of 
the tie. 


While it indicates plans of the 
‘majors and indies to work much 
icloser together, it should not be 
itaken as a sign of any melding of 
‘the two organizations. Most of the 
\indies are adamant in their posi- 
tion that the interests of MPAA 
members do not coincide with 
theirs except in specific fields, in 
which they will cooperate. 

The SIMPP reps were named by 
Johnston in setting up MPAA com- 
mittees following his reelection as 

the 





Alfred Crown, foreign distribution 
chief for Samuel Goldwyn, and 
William Levy, who holds the same 
r (Continued on page 25) 


75% TAX OFFICIALLY 
GOES OFF AS OF MAY 3 


U. S. film companies have been 
| notified that the British 75% tax 
| will be repealed as of May 3. It’s 
| figured that it will take another 
;month for documents to be ex- 
| ecuted by importers binding them 
to the provisions of the recent 
Wilson-Johnston films accord. 

That will virtually eliminate the 
“free period” between the time 
the tax comes off and the new 
agreement goes into effect June 
14. Yank firms can get out 100°% 
| of their income until that time. 

Companies are not disturbed 
about the elimination of the “free” 
| time, They figure that it would 
| have been impossible to get any 
| meaningful number of dates dur- 
ing that period anyway, since Brit- 
ish theatres book six months in 
advance. 

All companies have a stock of 
dupe negatives and lavenders in 
bond in Britain. They- can start 
having their prints made as soon 
after May 3 as they execute the 
necessary papers to indicate that 
they subscribe to the agreement. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Larry Adler 
Edward L. Alperson 
Irving Asher 
Charlie Barnet > 
Joe Behm 

Bill Blowitz 

Ann Blyth 
Romney Brent 
Macdonald Carey 
Madeleine Carroll 
Rosemary DeCamp 
Rand Elliot 

John Emery 

Tom Fadden 
Martin Gabel 
Tamara Geva 
Johnny Green 
Paulette Goddard 
Alex Golitzen 
Robert Hakim 
Hurd Hatfieid 
Richard O. Herman 
Jean Hersholt 
Lou Irwin 
Nunnally Johnson 
Fay Kanin 
Michael Kanin 
Heury King 
Veronica Lake 
Dorothy Lamour 
Robert Mitchum 
Patricia Neal 
Alex North 
Charles O’Brien 
Maria Palmer 
Robert Peters 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Rosalind Russell 
Hank Spitz 

Bob Taplinger 
Franchot Tone 
Henry Wilcoxon 


Europe to N. Y. 


Harold Boxall 
Robert Guillemard 
Sir Alexander Korda 
Norma Shearer 
Murray Silverstone 
Akim Tamiroff 
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PIX STARS FOR B. 0. FIREW 





Surprisingly Lenient Chi Contempt 
Ruling Seen.as a Break for Distribs 





Chicago, April 27. +4 


Unexpectedly lenient decision by 
Federal Judge Michael Igoe on the 
contempt proceedings. brought 
against major distribs by the Jack- 
son Park leaves the Chi selling sys- 
tem just about where it was be- 
fore those hearings were held— 
that is for all but one theatre, the 
JP itself. That house, it’s reported, 
was paying substantially less for 
first-run suburban licenses than 
any ‘of the affiliates because major 
distribs didn’t dare ask for the 
same terms. Now, the distribs are 
— to insist on equal terms from 

e JP. 

Balaban & Katz Loop first-runs 
are still suffering from a dire 
dearth of product. Hence, the 
B K application for a modification 
of the two-week ceiling on Loop 
playdates which is now pending 
before the court will be pressed by 
Paramount legalites. It calls for 
an upping of the two-week limit on 
the grounds of extreme hardship. 

The six B & K showcases are in 
a plight that’s gradually worsening. 
They now can only count on prod- 
uct from Paramount, Columbia and 
Warner Bros. Both Metro and 
20th-Fox have gone into competi- 
tive selling and the B & K delux- 
ers, crippled by the decree, can’t 
meet the bids of indie houses. Vir- 
tually all M-G product is going to 
the Monroe theatre. United Art- 
ists is selling to the S & S circuit 
while Universal and RKO never 
did supply the Par subsid. 

The Apollo, one of the B & K 
Loopers, has been playing “‘Gentle- 

(Continued on page 22) 


As In Lawson’s Case, 
Trumbo Denied Series 
Of Delaying Motions 


Washington, April 27. 

Closely following the pattern of 
the John Howard Lawson case, at- 
torneys for Dalton Trumbo filed 
and were denied a series of delay- 
ing motions in the screen writers’ 
trial for contempt of Congress be- 
fore U. S. district court Judge 
David A. Pine today (Tues.). Turn- 





. ing down the defense motions one 


by one, the judge ordered the trial 
to continue as scheduled. 

Trumbo’s counsel initially asked 
for a postponement of the trial 
until Rep. Parnell J. Thomas, chair- 
man of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, reqovers 
from his present illness. Pros- 
ecutor William Hitz, however, 
argued that other Congressional 
members of the committee could 
easily substitute for Thomas in 
court. Failing in this move, defense 
counsel asked for a _ deposition 
from Rep. Thomas who is currently 
bedded in Walter Reed Hospital. 
Hitz asserted this deposition was 
immaterial and no cause for delay- 
ing the trial. 

Rebounding, Trumbo’s legal staff 
entered a motion to quash the jury 
panel on grounds of “bias and 
prejudice.” Argument still pro- 
ceeded on this motion as the case 
adjourned for the day. Since this 

(Continued on page 22) 


EINFELD EXTENDS N.Y. 
STAY AFTER ‘ARCH’ BOW 


With a flock of Loew’s dates 
coming up for Enterprise’s “Arch 
of Triumph” and openings being 
planned for “Four Faces West,” 

harles Einfelé, Ent prexy, has de- 
eyed his return to the Coast from 
ew York. He expected to go 

ack after the “Arch” preem last 
week, but now doesn’t plan return- 
ng until next week. In addition 
f°, the chores on the pictures, Ein- 
eld is also doing some talking on 
new release deal for Ent to fol- 
ow expiration of its current pact 
with United Artists. 

Rong was joined in New York 
: the end of last week by his two 
sn Publicity aides, Robert Tap- 
na Pub-ad_ v.p, and _ Bill 

lowitz, chief flack. They'll be 
east another week working on the 





Col. Increases Shares 


Columbia Pictures has _ filed 
notice with the N. Y. sfock ex- 
change that its authorized out- 
standing common stock will* rise 
by 16,932 shares next to hit a 
total of 655,284. 

Added shares are to be dis- 
tributed to stockholders in pay- 
ment of Columbia’s annual 212% 
stock dividend. Stockholders of 
record April 30 get the stock on 
May 14. 


Looks Like SRO's 
H.0. to L.A. Cold 


Plan for moving Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization’s homeoffice from 
New York to the Coast has been 
quietly shelved for the time being. 
Switch was to have been made in 
May. It’s now said to have been 
pushed off until fall and there’s a 
suspicion that by that time reason 
may have been found for perma- 
nent postponement. ‘ 
David O. Selznick, who proposed 
and pushed the idea for the move, 
has been consistently opposed on it 
by his entire staff. They feel that 
it is uneconomic and unfeasible to 
attempt to handle film sales from 
California, when all the top circuit 
buyers are in New York. Other 
companies at various times have 
also had the idea of transferring 
h.o.s west, but dropped them as 
impractical. 

Several factors influence Selz- 
nick in his desire to see the switch 
made. Chief among them is the 
close touch he maintains at all 
times with his sales and distribu- 
tion staff. He’s acquainted contin- 
uously with all but the most minor 
deals. 


ZUKOR MAY SPARKPLUG 
SERIES OF PAR MEETS 


Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s vet- 
eran board chairman, may dust off 
his travelling bag to personally at- 
tend a series of regional sales 
meets which his company is now 
planning. Zukor, it’s understood, 
will participate in the New York 
meet which starts off the slate, 
May 13, and is mulling the idea of 
taking in the others. Charles M. 
Reagan, Par’s distribution veepee, 
is expected to attend all the con- 
fabs with his division heads ac- 
tually conducting the meetings. 

Besides the N. Y. huddle, there’ll 
be meets in Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Kansas City and San Francisco. 
While they’re being held at the 
usual time and places for Para- 
mount, one peculiar feature will be 
that all salesmen and bookers will 
put in an appearance. Generally, 
staffers aren’t called in to parti- 
cipate in the huddles. 


Chi Indie Sues to K.0. 
Duals in 3 B&K Nabes 


Chicago, April 27. 

Preliminary injunction to re- 
strain showing of double features 
in three Balaban & Katz nabe 
houses was asked today (Tues.) of 
Federal Judge Michael Igoe by 
Harry Nepo, operator of the Kim- 
bark theatre, southside house about 
14% miles from the Jackson Park. 
Ban would be against Paramount, 
Warner Bros., Columbia, Universal 
and United Artists. 

B & K houses affected would be 
the Tivoli, Tower and Maryland. 
Additionally, application seeks an 
injunction against WB, Columbia, 
U and UA to prevent them from 
licensing product to the Lex thea- 
tre ahead of Kimbark. Nepo re- 
cently. brought a $650,000 treble- 
damage, anti-trust suit against the 
majors. 

Injunction hearings are set for 
June 11. Meanwhile, defendants 
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have two weeks to file answers. 
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By MIKE CONNOLLY 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Paced by Metro, studios are rush- 
ing to aid the sagging b.o. with the 
biggest array of star-studded pix 
in Hollywood history. The next 12 | 
months will see the industry’s big | 
guns fired in a simultaneous bar- 
rage designed to crumble stiffen- 
ing buyer opposition, and to hasten 
return of healthy business. Lineup 
includes more than 50 finished 
films, awaiting. release, and some 
25 shooting or in various stages 
of preparation. Every studio is sold 
on the idea that more than one or 
two star names are necessary to 
lure the public back into theatres. 

Following list omits most of 
those pictures which have already 
been tradescreened, but on which 
general release dates haven’t yet 
been set. 

Metro is leading with such pix 
as “‘Words and Music,” with Mickey 
Rooney, Judy Garland, Tom Drake, 
Ann Sothern, Betty Garrett, Janet 
Leigh, Perry Como, Gene Kelly, 
Marshall Thompson, June Allyson, 
Ann Miller and Cyd Charisse, Lena 
Horne, Mel Torme, and Vera-Ellen; 
“Homecoming,” with Clark Gable, 
Lana Turner, Ann Baxter and John 
Hodiak; “State of the Union” 
(Tracy - Hepburn- Van: Johnson); 
“Three Musketeers” (Turner-Gene 





Kelly-Van Heflin, June Allyson); 
(Continued on page 24) 


20th to Roll Up Its 
‘Tron Curtain’ in 500 
Dates Despite Beefs 


With 20th-Fox secting a May 12 
release date on “Iron Curtain” in 
about 500 day-and-date bookings 
across the country, the National 
Council of Soviet - American 
Friendship stepped up its drive 
this week to dissuade exhibs from 
the showing of the anti-Communist 
films. In a form letter to all indie 
and chain exhib organizations, the 
Council’s chairman; Rev. Howard 
Melish, detailed the background of 
the film, charging it with provoking 
‘war hysteria” and hinting that 
both 20th and exhibs are laying 
themselves open to libel suits if 
the pic is played. 

Meanwhile, 20th-Fox execs met 
Monday (26) to map strategy on 
distribution and advertising of 
“Tron Curtain.” Chief worry of 
.20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras and 
publicity chief’ Charles Schlaifer is 
the possibility of mass picket lines 
being set up around theatres show- 
ing the film in metropolitan cen- 
ters.” Reports, however, that the 
film would be delayed because of 
the National Council’s pressure 
were categorically denied. 


SWG’s ‘Blacklist’ Suit 
Vs. Majors Due in 2 Wks. 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Injunction suit against the major 
studios, aiming to halt the black- 
listing of film scripters, will prob- 
ably be filed within the next two 
weeks by Thurman Arnold, on be- 
half of the Screen Writers Guild. 
The action will probably be 
brought in New York. 

Arnold, former assistant attor- 
ney general in charge of the anti- 
trust djvision, goes to Dallas next 
week on business, is slated to be 
in New York the following week, 
when summons and complaint are 
to be served. It’s understood that 
the Guild’s injunction action will 
be in behalf of all scenarists who, 
it will be charged, face possible 
studio blacklisting on _ political 
grounds. It will be claimed that 
the studios conspire to maintain 
such a blacklist. 

This injunction action will be 
entirely separate and distinct from 
the civil suits already brought by | 
the writers whose contracts were | 
terminated by the studios follow- 
ing the Thomas committee hear- 
ings in Washington last fall. The 
Guild is participating as “friend 
of the court” in those suits, which 














Skouras Stresses Foreign Inroads. 
In $14,004,640 Net by 20th-Fox in “47 
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Clarke Heads ASC 


Hollywood, April 27. 

American Society of Cinemato- 
graphers elected Charles G. Clarke 
to succeed Leon Shamroy as pres- 
ident. 

Other officers for the next year 
are Fred W. Jackman, veepee and 
treasurer; Ray MRennehan, _sec- 
retary and John W. Boyle, ser- 
geant-at-arms. 


SIMPP Weighs 


Combine Suits 


Suits by the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Pictures Producers 
may be started shortly against sev- 
eral buying-booking combines as a 
result of evidence of alleged con- 
spiracy and restraint of trade gath- 
ered by Robert Jacob Rubin, 
SIMPP’s general counsel, in the 
past few weeks. Rubin, who has 
been east going over books and 
records of indie producers, re- 
ee to the Coast over the week- 
end. 

He’ll confab in Hollywood with 
Samuel Goldwyn, one of the spark- 
plugs in the projected suits; Gun- 
ther Lessing, of the Walt Disney 
‘studios, who is chairman of the 





_SIMPP exec committee; and other 


SIMPP members. Decision will be 
made at the huddles on the practi- 


eality of going ahead with the legal 


action on the basis of what Rubin 
has discovered. 

Goldwyn and some of the other 
producers feel that certain indie 
booking-buying combines and some 
indie and major circuits have used 
their strength to force unfair terms 
and playing time on the unaffiliated 
producers. 


9 MORE 7, CHIZ SUITS 
BY MAJORS IN MD., LA. 


Nine separate percentage chisel- 
ling actions were filed last week 
against two groups of exhib de- 
fendants. Five distribs brought 
suits in the Baltimore Federal 
court against Morton H. Rosen and 
Morris R. Oletsky, theatres named 
being the Windsor, Monroe, Fre- 
mont and Victory in that city. 
Universal, 20th-Fox, RKO, Colum- 
bia and Warner Bros. are plaintiffs. 

In New Orleans, ingen ge | J. 
Rebstock, Roy E. Pfeiffer and Reb- 
stock & Pfeiffer are named. de- 
fendants in four fraud actions filed 
in the Federal court. Houses in- 
volved are the Tivoli, Istrouma and 
Avenue in Baton Rouge, La., and 
the Rebstock in Golden Meadows, 
La. RKO, Metro, Paramount and 
20th brought the actions. 

All suits are conventional in 
form eglaiming conspiracy to de- 
fraud by allegedly turning in false 
returns on percentage pix. 


H’wood Pix Unaffected 
By Italy’s Coin Unfreezing 


Washington, April 27. 

A new Italian government de- 
cree has liberalized dollar remit- 
tances on dividends and capital 
earned on foreign investments in 
the country, Department of Com- 
merce reports. Department men 
opined, however, the decree would 
have little or no impact on present 
U. S. film interests in Italy. It has 
no application at all for Hollywood 
pix exhibited in the country. 

Under the decree, foreign-ex- 
change remittances may be made 
on income, interest, or profits from 
investments in real estate, loans or 
stocks and bonds acquired in Italy. 
Remittances may also be made 
against profits from sale or liquida- 
tion of Italian holdings, to the 








' amount of the original investment. 


No remittances are permitted for 
two years after the original invest- 
ment and no more than half of the 
Invested sum may be withdrawn in 





are in the California courts. 


a two-year period. 


Distribs’ gross take from the do- 
mestic market remained at a high 
level during 1947 and fell overseas 
solely because of local government- 
al restrictions which, in no wise, 
reflected on the drawing power of 
films themselves. That’s the chief 


|point driven home by Spyros P. 
|Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, in a re- 
;port accompanying his company’s 
:’'47 annual statement, which showed 


net profits of $14,004,640 against 
$22,619,535 for the previous stanza. 

Clcsely analyzing his company’s 
statement, Skouras noted _that 
1947’s gross income totaled $186,- 
267,980, a drop of $10,481,269 from 
the absolute high in 1946. Of this 
dip, $5,650,000 came from a dwin- 
dling of theatre receipts and $4,- 
350,000 from film rentals. Almost 
the entire slide in distribution 
grosses is comprised of a $4,200,- 
000 shrinkage in overseas reve- 
nues, Skouras pointed out, with 
the United Kingdom alone account- 
ing for $3,560,000 

Drop from Britain was largely 
the result of adverse effect of the 
75% ad valorem tax, 20th’s prez 
ncted. In all, pix rentals from over- 
seas totaled $29,909,857 for the 
year against $34,098,895 in ’46. 
Clincher is later set forth in the 
Skouras statemént when the 20th 
prexy declared that though dollar 
remittai ces decreased, business, it- 
self, rose in terms of local cur- 

(Continued on page 25) 





Famous Players (Can.) 
Hits Alltime High With 


Year’s Net of $3,156,446 


Toronto, April 27. 

For the fiscal year ending Jan. 3, 
1948, Famous Players (Canadian) 
hit a new all time high for net 
profits with a total of $1,156,446, 
this after an additional $1,801,592 
had been paid over to the federal 
coffers as income and _ excess 
profits taxes. Year’s activities 
even bettered the previous year’s 
operations when the corresponding 
52 weeks had then set an alltime 
record for FP, it’s pointed out in 
the 28th annual report to share- 
holders, signed by J. J. Fitz- 
gibbons, president. Current total 
of $3,156,446 compares with previ- 
ous year’s total of $2,834,956. 

Coincidentally, the profit repre- 
sents $1.81 a share on 1,737,072 
shares of common stock based on 
the 1947 earnings, this now super- 
seding the 1946 profit which was 
then an alltime high at $1.63 a 
share on the same capitalization. 

_For 1947, gross income was 
higher ‘than previous year but 
earnings showed a decrease be- 
cause of salary increases neces- 
sitated by the higher cost of living, 
plus expenditures on new theatres 
or renovations. Ten new houses 
were opened across Canada in 
1947; 18 more are under construc- 
tion and will be completed this 
year, said Fitzgibbons. 

The report shows the earned 
surplus at $11,999,806 as against 
$11,362,113 a year ago. Current 
assets are now $8,206,441 and cur- 
rent liabilities total $822,154, leav- 
ing a net working capital of 
$7,384,287. 


SHORT HOLDINGS IN- 
PICTURE STOCKS 


Short holdings in Paramount 





‘common almost doubled during 


the 30-day stretch from March 
15—April 15 with the bears boost- 
ing operations to 6,421 shares 
against 3,330 held at the beginning 
of the period. Warner Bros. short 
interests on the N. Y. stock ex- 
change also climbed during the 
same stretch from 3,535 shares 
to 5,200. 

Minor unloading of Universal 
short holdings was registered, with 
the total sliding to 9,100 from 
10,013. Metro holdings remained 
almost unchanged winding with 
6,315 against 6,275 at the incep- 
tion of the 30 days. Short hold- 
ings in other majors were below 





the 5,000 share figure. 
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The most acclaimed motion picture in history! 
The most long runs! The most holdovers! The 


most moveovers! The most new box-office 
records of any film today! 


Northside 777 
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. . - is the biggest box-office hit of all 20th’s 


true-to-life dramas, topping such great 
grossers as ‘‘ BOOMERANG!” and “13 RUE 


MADELEINE”! 


Sitting 
Pretty 


. . » 20th’s all-time record laugh-hit, is piling 
up bigger grosses than ‘‘MARGIE”’ or 
“MOTHER WORE TIGHTS” ‘all over the 


country! 
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grosses is certain,” says Variety! 
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Decoration Day Week! 


The most sensational and timely subject ever 
brought to the screen! World Premieres in 500 
theatres coast-to-coast the week of May 10th! 


. - - IS now premiering at the Roxy Theatre, 
New York. “That the picture will play to big 


Green Grass 
Ot Wyoming | 


Compared by preview audiences to “SMOKY,” 
“THUNDERHEAD,” and other great 20th 
Technicolor triumphs! 8-state Premiere, 
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8 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, April 28, 1948 
On an Island with You | Indian turbans while in another Miniature Reviews save him from Holt's wrath. Autry | The Bold Frontiersman 


(COLOR-MUSICAL) 

Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Esther Williams, Peter Law- 
ford, Rieardo Montalban, Jimmy Durante; 
features Cyd Charisse, Xavier Cugat. 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Sereenplay, 
Dorothy Kingsley, Dorothy Cooper, Charies 
Martin, Hans Wilhelm; original by Charles 
Martin, Hans Wilhelm; musical direction, 
Georgie Stoll; songs, Nacio Herb Brown and 
Edward Heyman; dances and water ballets, 
John Donohue; camera (Technicolor), 
Charles Rosher; editers, Douglass Biggs. 
Ferris Webster. Previewed at Loew's 72d 
Street, N. ¥., April 19, ‘48. Running time, 


107 MINS. sa 

Rosalind Reynolds........Esther Williams 
Lt. Lawrence Kingslee.....Peter Lawford 
Ricardo Montez......-.- Ricardo Montalban 
OWNED 5.5 aot 0004 050 e005 8 Jimmy Durante 
Yvonne Torro. ......--+e+ee+> Cyd Charisse 
Commander Harrison.......--- Leon Ames 


Kathryn Beaumont 
ovese Dick Simmons 
Orchestra 


Penelope Peabody. ....- 
George Blaine....... 
Navier Cugat and 








The principal assets of this mu- | 


sical are several attractive per-| 
sonalities and performances, some | 
striking dance and aquatic num- 
bers and a visually stunning pro- 
duction. The book is weak, the 
music rather commonplace and the 
running time too long for the 
amount of entertainment involved. 
The picture should have moderate 
boxoffice draw. 


“On an Island With You” is aj; 
film about a film. That is, it’s 
about the romantic developments 
that occur when a Hollywood com- 
pany goes to a semi-tropic resort 
(presumably Miami) to shoot a pic- 
ture starring Esther Williams. 
Complications ensue when Peter 
Lawford, a Navy flier assigned to 
give technical advice, turns out to 
have an uncontrollable crush on 
the star, dating from her camp- 
show appearance at his training 
base during the war. 

When she refuses to dance with 
him one night in the glittery ca- 
sino, he kidnaps her in his Navy 
plane and takes her to a neighbor- 
ing island and makes her give him 
the dance to the music of a porta- 
ble radio set. Unfortunately, this | 
sequence is handled with at least a 
pretense of seriousness. And, as 
in the rest of the picture, the pro- 
duction number interruptions are 
too infrequent and too short for | 
the silly book. | 

Miss Williams is, as usual, a real | 
dish in a bathing suit, and some of 
the outfits she .wears are particu- 
larly choice in color. However, 
she isn’t given as many_ individual 
swimming shots as she might be, 
and she fails to impress dramatic- 
ally. As a frenzied- assistant di- 
rector, Jimmy Durante supplies the 
entertainment highlights of the 
film with a series of his standard 
numbers. He also gives needed 
drive and vitality to the story 
scenes in which he appears. 


As the flier, Lawford is as be- 
lievable as the part allows. Ricardo 
Montalban is acceptable dramatic- 
ally as the star’s leading man- 
flance, and he teams with Cyd 
Charisse for some standout dance 
numbers. Miss Charisse is an elec- 
trifying dancer, a looker and han- 
dies her modest acting require- 





’ ments satisfactorily. 


Xavier Cugat portrays the leader 
of Xavier Cugat’s band at the lav- 
ish nitery, Leon Ames is effective 
as Lawford’s stern-but-amused su- 
perior, Kathryn Beaumont plays a 
hopeful moppet thesper, and Dick 
Simmons is okay as the film direc- 
tor. Of the various preduction 
numbers, the dances are generally 
best, with the water ballets limited 
slightly by the fact that Miss Wil- 
liams has too little solo stuff. Ex- 
cept for Jimmy Durante’s oldies, 
there are no memorable songs. 
Hobe. 


by Boston 





Trapped 


Blackie 
Columbia release of Rudolph C. Fiothow 
Production. Features Chesier Morris. Di- 


rected by Seymour Friedman. Screenplay 
Maurice Tombragel; story, Charles Marion. 
Edward Block, based upon character cre- 
ated by Jack Boyle: camera, Philip Tan- 
nura; editor, Dwight Caldwell: music, 
Mischa Bakaleinikoff. At New York the- 


atre, N. Y., week April 20, °48 r 
time, 67 MENS, c Piet 
_Boston_Blackie.............. Chester Morris 

OPES CE So. 0 bb har wccdieun June Vincent 
Inspector Farraday........... Richard Lane 
DORN TEOWMIDS 6:5. 055s sits 0 58 Patricia White 
Igor Borio...........ee00...-Eaward Norris 
ath Sa ee ae o+seeess CHEOrge EF. Stone 
Sergeant Matthews.............Frank Sully 
eS eee ee er ....Fay Baker 
Se NN a a Sadun 05306 00% William Forrest 
oo re Pee ere Sarah Selby 
Bare. TEORPOR: «cccudcese eh aews Mary Currier 
Se cranes hahesnesecscekce’s Pierre Watkin 
Se ee ee ae ae Ben Welden 





For some seven years Columbia 
has been turning out the “Boston 
Blackie” series, As the 13th and 
latest in this action-mystery cycle, 
“Trapped by Boston Blackie’ fits 
comfortably in the groove etched 
by its predecessors. Story formula 
is a familiar one and the film looks 
to be heading for average business 
in the double bill situations. 

Lack of originality on the part of 
the trio of scripters is best revealed 
by the perennial disguises which 
at one point drape Chester Morris 
and George E. Stone in beards and 


ture’s mood. 


scene the pair pose as an elderly 
couple. This brand of plot tech- 
nique is pretty much old hat to fol- 
lowers of the “Blackie” melo- 
dramas. 

In the title role, per usual, Mor- 
ris is involved in the theft of a 
“priceless” string of pearls. He and 
his sidekick, Stone, are hired as 
private detectives to guard the jew- 
els, but when,the sparklers are lift- 
ed the cops place both of ‘em un- 
der suspicion. Balance of the foot- 
age is devoted to the efforts of the 
suspects to clear themselves with 
the authorities. — 


Performances are comparable to 
the thesping found in the average 
whodunit. Morris is’ forthright 
enough as a one-time crook gone 
straight. Stone is okay as his part- 
ner. Both point up their lines for 
laughs. Femme interest is supplied 
by June Vincent and Patricia 
White. They're capable in routine 
roles. Richard Lane contribs his 
standard characterization of a bun- 
gling inspector who frequently is 
outfoxed by Morris’ cunning. Other 
players are adequate. 


In making his first directorial ef- 
fort, Friedman maintained a satis- 
factory pace for this Rudolph C. 
Flothow production. He previously 
was assistant director on Colum- 
bia’s “To the Ends of the Earth.” 
Philip Tannura’s camerawork is 
good as are other technical credits. 
Mischa Bakaleinikoff’s musical di- 
rection aids in sustaining e-? a? 
tl. 





The Dude Goes West 


Allied Artists relense of King Bros. pro- 
duction. Stars Hddie Albert, Gale Storm; | 
fentures James Gleason, Binnie Barnes, Gil- 
bert Roland, Barton MacLane. Directed by 
Kurt Neumann, Original screenplsy 
ard Sale, Mary Loos: camera, Karl Struss; 
music, Dimitri Tiomkin; editor, Richard | 
Heermance. Previewed April 20, "4s. Rune | 

i ning time, 87 MINS, 
ee Fe |, Se eer ar Eddie Albert 


... Gale Sterm 
James Gleason 
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PES, cn babe eben webb ote Binnie Barnes 
WU SEN aG., C0 ov cce ees) ches Gilbert Reland 
TE GOES oc ves eeincsease Barton .MacLane 
i Ee Sere oe Pe Douglas Fowley 
I EE 5 wks cen 923 haa Tom ‘Tyler | 
Horace Hotchkiss.........+-. Marry Hayden 
Running Wolf..........--- Chief Yowlachie 
Mrs. Hallahan............--- Sarah Padden | 
Grandma Crockett........ Catherine Doucet 
COMO. onic s a ticdec ve " ...KBdward Gergan 
Pimme@an....ccccccsceccesscees Olin Howlin 
Mr. Brittle....... eee CR Francis Piertot 
pe ep PS eee ee Tom Fadden 
Horse Trader. ......-5 sees eeseeee Si Jenks 
Gambler. .......-cccseceses George Meeker 
Whiskey Drummer......-..-- Dick Elliott 
Barrie. oo... ccc erat teneee Charles W iliams 
Baggage Master......----.-+++-> Lee White 





“The Dude Goes West” has a 
premise which will tickle every 
spectator who catches it. Picture’s 
a sleeper which can expect satis- 
factery returns wherever shown, a 
satire on western pictures made 
with tongue in cheek but emerging 
a class production notable for top 
values in every department. Pro- 
ducers haven’t missed a bet in this 
one, as audiences will agree. 

For Eddie Albert, co-star with 
Gale Storm, film is an individual 
triumph, but so is it for entire cast 
and all concerned with its making 
and one of top products Allied Ar- 
tists has ever released. Albert plays 
a gunsmith, who leaves Brooklyn 
back in the °70s because he has 
read there’s a nice little place 
called Arsenic City out in Nevada 
with lots of people who pack guns, 
and where there’s guns there’s busi- 
ness for him. 

Practically everything that can 
happen to a man descends upon Al- 
bert as he makes his way westward 
to his destination, including his 
meeting Miss Storm who, it devel- 
ops, is also going to Arsenic City in 
effort to locate gold mine her mur- 
dered father found. Albert has his 
difficulties with badmen, he and 
Miss Storm are captured by wild 





—- 





Not Guilty 
(Non Coupable) 


“Non Coupable,” French 
film released in the U. S. by 
Andre Lelarge under the title 
“Not Guilty,” opened at the 
Littlke Met (N.. Y.), Thursday 
(22). It was produced by Ari- 
ane Production and stars 
Michel Simon. “Direction and 
lensing are too inconsistent to 
afford much of a market for 
‘Non Coupable’ in the U. S.,” it 
was predicted by Variety from 
Paris, Oct. 22, 1947. 

At the same time, Mazi la- 
belled the story “an excellent 
idea.” “This unique film,” he 
added, “won its star, Michel 
Simon, the award for the best 
male acting at the Locarno fes- 
tival. Marc Gilbert Sauvageon 
script shows an intelligent man 
‘committing perfect murder,’ 
but when the police fail to de- 
tect his crimes, thus depriving 
him of the credit to which he 
thinks he’s entitled, the mur- 
derer commits suicide.” 














“On an Island With You” 
(Musical-Color) (M-G). Bright- 
ened by Jimmy Durant’s Com- 
edy; fair grosser. 

“Trapped By Boston Black- 
ie” (Col). Standard melodrama 
in the “Blackie” series; aver- 


age grosses. 

“The Gees West” 
(AA). | Crackerjack western 
satire bound to please in ail 
situations. 

“The Strawberry Rean” 


(Color-Songs) (Col). First color 
for Autry adds new lustre and 
greater exploitation value to 
star’s series. 

“Crossed Trails” (Mono). 
Fair western starring Johnny 
Mack Brown. ‘ 

“The Beld Frontiersman” 
(Rep.). Solid action fare for 
the western market with Allan 
“Rocky” Lane. 

“One Night With You” 
(GFD). Nino Martini, Patricia 
Roc in weak British-made ro- 
mantic drama. 

“Dreams That Money Can 
Buy” (Color) (Independent), 
Overlong surrealist pic, prob- 
ably “interesting” for arty 
fans, but tedious for most. 

“Sins of the Fathers” (Can.). 
Unsensationalized OK Cana-, 
dian-made feature on VD. 

“Who Killed Santa Claus?” 
(French) (Lopert). Harry Baur 
in firstrate French whodunit; 
strong biz in arty houses. 

“Day of Wrath” (Danish) 
Extremely heavy story has 
practically nothing for the 


We 








nich- | Piutes, he outshoots worst outlaws 
| in state and what-have-you. 


As mild-mannered gunsmith Al- 


bert is immense and Miss Storm is | 


lovely in role of young femme who 
still doesn’t trust him after he’s 
gone all-out to show her his good 
‘intentions. 


edy performance. Barton MacLane, 
outlaw leader who takes liking to 
easterner even though he steals his 
outfit, is tops in role and Gilbert 
Roland makes a colorful figure of 
another outlaw. Binnie Barnes is 
saloon-keeper who wants Gale’s 
map showing location of mine, and 
is dashing in part. 

Frank and Maurice King have 
done a bangup job in projecting 
this funfest on screen, and Kurt 
Neumann’s direction lends itself 
admirably to catching spirit of 
piece. Dimitri Tiomkin’s score like- 
wise fits in perfectly with mood, 
while Karl Struss’ photography as- 
says top grade. Whit. 


The Strawberry Roan 
(COLOR-SONGS) 

Hollywood, April 23. 
Columbia release of Gene Autry (Armand 
Schaefer) production. Stars Gene Autry; 
features Jack Holt, Dick Jones, Gloria 
Henry, Rufe Davis, Pat Buttram, John Mc- 
Guire, Eddy Waller, Redd Harper. Directed 
by John English. Screenplay, Dwight Cum- 
mins, Dorothy Yost: story, Julian Zimet; 
editor, Henry Batista; camera (Cinecolor), 
Fred H. Jackman; music, Paul Mertz. Pre- 


viewed April 15, ’48. Running time: 76 
MINS. 

Gene- AUtey ss .icececcccvdasveas’s soy Himseif 
Connie Ba iley SV. chee pecsooes Gloria Henry 
Walt Batley. ccccsccucocccccstes Jack Holt 
Joe Baileys cc sccccrccsedeccserss Dick Jones 
TRAMs occ cectcecsccy segues ...Pat Buttram 
RP rr rrrrirey so rece Rufe Davis 
Bud Willlamae, ...ccscsecses, _Jobn McGuire 
BOVE. cen sccccsscccscoeceers Kddy Walther 
BEES . chads 6s ce seserpebeecerss Redd Harper 
Pete Lucas. o..+-.. Jack Ingram 
SMO cc dn pose viebeecvapecese Kddie Parker 
BOIL ov a cee cece cetbccs tees ..Ted Mapes 
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Gene Autry’s bow in color is an 
event which will pay off hand- 











somely. 
throughout, despite action which 
occasionally becomes too slowly- 
paced. Surefire story, however, 
makes it highly acceptable for 
juve and family market, and there 
is added attraction of some of 
most beautiful use of Cinecolor yet 
attained. 


Story about a wild horse which 
Autry tames, blends with several 
song numbers warbled by star to 
excellent effect. Star, too, has 
| benefit of a particularly able sup- 
porting cast. This is headed by 
Jack Holt, ranch owner for whom 
Autry is foreman and who is in- 
tent upon killing the roan; and 
Dick Jones, playing Holt’s son, in- 
jured by horse in his first attempt 
to ride and break him, thereby 
causing Holt to vow vengeance on 
steed. 

Real star of “Roan” is Cham- 
pion, Autry’s own horse in title 
part, beautifully photographed in 
shades which set off animal’s 
beauty. Horse’s training is dem- 
onstrated at every turn. Some of 
eolor work is unusually effective, 
which makes for new exploitation 
values in Autry’s films. 


Whole plot centers around 





Champion and Autry’s efforts to 


is discharged, and when he tries 
to take the horse, staked out, with 
him, Holt charges him with rus- 
tling. Autry thus becomes a fugi- 
tive with a price on his head. It 
all ends happily, of course, when 
Autry, through the horse, is re- 
sponsible for the ranchowner’s 
son, who doesn’t think he can ever 
walk again, climbing aboard Cham- 
pion and finding life again. 

Autry delivers one of his cus- 
tomary easy portrayals and bal- 
ance of cast is topflight. Holt 
makes his role convincing. Jones, 
a newcomer, shows considerable 
promise as the son; Gloria Henry 
makes most of a role with plenty 
of meat to it; and Rufe Davis is 
in effectively for his impersona- 
tions. 

Armand Schaefer as producer 
has tossed in-plenty of class pro- 
duction and John Raglish’s direc- 
tion is first-class. Fred H. Jack- 
man’s photography is particularly 
noteworthy. Whit. 

Cressed Trails 

Monogram release ef Louis Gray produc- 
tien, Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
RayMond Hatton, Lynne Carver. Directed 


by Lambert Hillyer. Original screenpiay, 
Colt Remington; camera, Harry Neumann: 


editor, Fred Maguire; music, Kdward J. 
Kay. At New York theatre, N. Y¥., week 
April 20, '48. Running time, 57 MINS.. 

ORR eo Johnny Mack Brown 
Bodie. co pecesectenecoonsec Raymond Hatton 
BARMIGNO. 00 cnss cponacastisesess Lynne Carver 
PRG os se edsndandecedensies Douglas Evans 
DOGGIE. 65.0:b ack be dashobécuban Kathy Frye 
CUENDs s Po4 ss ccccunndneseasenean Zon Murray 
Mrs. Laswell.........+......Mary MacLaren 
AMER. SP cnpeaWeded tas bec dude Ted Adams 
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DUMONT. 0 v'v000 00686600600 060045 Frank LaRue 
Anderson: .....6se+e++.....Milburn Morante 
wid d  . SRTE TPE TEE Robert I). Woodward 
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Jury Poreman......sccssssss: Hugh Murray 
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| amount 


James Gleason, an old | 
| desert rat, turns in standout com- 


Picture spells boxoffice |* 


Action fans will. find a fair 
of interest in “Crossed 
Trails.”” With Johnny Mack Brown 
packin’ an accurate 
an unerring set of dukes, the out- 
laws come off second best in their 
age-old battle against frontier so- 
ciety. Picture’s speed occasionally 


|slows down to a canter, but on the 
| overall the film rates as an okay 


filler for the dualers and situations 
catering to the Saturday matinee 
trade. 

Colt Remington’s (sic!) original 
deals with the nefarious attempts 
of Douglas Evans and Steve Clark 
te take over Kathy Frye’s ranch 
inasmuch as the property controls 
the water rights for the entire 
area. When she and her guardian, 
Raymond Hatton, resist, the two 
frame him on a murder charge. 
However, Brown breaks up the 
baddies’ plans by getting a rancher 
to prove that Hatton was not pres- 
ent at the killing. Simultaneously 
he cleans up the outlaws in hand- 
to-hand combat. 

Picture runs a leisurely course, 
in the earlier sequences and a trial 
seene especially drags. But when 
finally rolling, it fully measures 
up to preeeding Brown cayuse pix. 
Cowboy star is a credible champion 
of the law. Hatton flavors his role 
with realism while Douglas Evans 
is sinister enough as the heavy. 
Lynne Carver lends a bit of pul- 
chritude to this outdoor saga and 
Miss Frye scores as a tomboyish 
13-year-old who loathes school. 
Balance of the cast handles its 
chores in okay fashion. 

Direction of Lambert Hillyer is 
particularly effective in the action 
scenes. Harry Neumann’s lensing 
brought in some nice outdoor 
shots. Preducer Louis Gray en- 
dowed the entry with satisfactory 
production values despite an ob- 
viously low budget. 











The Damned 
Les Maudits 


“The Damned,” French im- 
port distributed by Discina 
nternational, had its Ameri- 
can preem Saturday (25) at 
the Rialto, N. Y. Reviewed 
from Paris in Variety Nov. 
12, 1947, the film “isn’t likely 
to be one of the big grossers.” 
Reviewer Mazi observed that 
the “story centers on no one 
in particular, moves frequently 
at a slow pace, has a lot of 
dialog spoken in German, and 
depicts the adventures of a U- 
boat escaping the Allied block- 
ade at the end of the war...” 
On the credit side the critic 
points out that “it is techni- 
cally well made, with some 
fine direction in several se- 
quences and occasionally some 
praiseworthy lenswork .. .” 
Originally released in Paris 
the picture ran 103 minutes 
there while the U. S. print has 
but three minutes clipped 
from the footage. Directed by 
Rene Clement, film stars Dalio, 
Henri Vidal, Florence Marly 





and Paul Bernard. 


six gun and/§ 


Hollywood, April 23. 
Repubtic release of Gordon 
tion, Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane) (tee 
Eddy Waller, Roy RBarcroft, John Alvin 
Francis McDonald, Directed by Philip Fora’ 
Original screenplay, Bob Williams; camera’ 
Ervest Miller; editer, Arthur Roberts, Pro! 
viewed April 20, '48. Running time, ‘59 


MINS. ° 
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COO «csp evierse Cervceses Harold (00d win 
Rancher........ Cee ere rasssessens Jack Kirk 
GMs om cosccdsccensesceessdeoss Ken Terre} 
SRAM eo ee ceoeseeeeeseccess. Marnhall Reedq 
PYOCORMOE . 2s cescccsnoncccccness Al Murphy 





“The Bold Frontiersman” is a 
| western that moves. Saddle fans 
will find this one right up their 
alley and reception will be strong 
in the oater market. Emphasis is 
on fast action and those spectacu- 
lar stunts too often skipped in 
present-day westerns. Makes no 
difference that they’re not cred- 
ible, it's the kind of sight stuff that 
goes over big with the fans and 
helps to build new ones among the 
youngsters. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane is a stal- 
wart hero whose sixgun usually 
hits what he aims at, another fea- 
ture not used enough in this day 
of croon-and-swoon oaters. There’s 
no femme cluttering up the scen- 
ery, either. Lane’s character lives 
up to the title as he goes about his 
business of protecting money 
raised by ranchers in a drought 
area to build a dam. Roy Barcroft 
is the heavy trying to sieze the 
gold but he and his henchmen meet 
their come-uppance at the hands 
of Lane as plot races through 59 
minutes of slam-bang action. 


Philip Ford’s direction misses 
no bets in keeping this one on the 
move and the original script by 
Bob Williams dresses the western 
plotting neatly for. interest. 

Lane and his horse, Black Jack, 
made a sturdy lead team. Eddy 
Waller supplies comedy as a timid 
sheriff and Barcroft’s dirty work 
is excellent. John Alvin, Francis 
McDonald and others in the cast 
come through expertly. 

Gordon Kay’s production sup- 
plies everything needed to have 
the Saturday matinee trade cheer- 
ing the hero on. Camera work by 
Ernest Miller is exceptionally good 
for a budget western and editing 
is crisp. Other credits measure up 
to all demands of the market. 
Brog. 


One Night With You 
(BRITISH) 


London, April 22. 

GFD release of Josef Somilo (J. Arthur 
Rank-Two Cities) production. Stars Nino 
Martini, Patricia Rot. Directed by Shaun 
Terence Young. Screenplay by ©. Brahms, 
8. J. Simon from by Carlo Lado- 
Vvico Bragaglia. Fditor, Douglas Myers; 
music, Lambert Williamson; camera, Andre 
Norman Warwick. At Odeon, Lon- 

don, April 21, '48. Running time, 92 MINS, 
Giulio Moris....cccccsccccess NINO Martini 


BEOTY BORUSl... « a.0+ccdecvceccesse Patricia Roc 
Piero Santellini...cccesess:s Bonar Colleano 
Mr. Santel....ccccce TTT Tt Hugh Wakefield 
Miaity...--sses eoccesocecesess Guy Middleton 
TYAMP. ..ccsccccesseessss Stankey Holloway 
Pogliati....sceceesesceess Charles Goldner 
Piretli....... 9696 sebeses ap aac l Willy Fueter 
Lina Limart......... eecccecsss: Irene Worth 
Pirelif’s Assistant.......... Christopher Lee 
rer Stuart Latham 
Second Script Writer.......... Judith Furse 





Remake of the seven-year-old 
Italian picture, “Fuga a Due Voci,” 
this was hardly worth the time, 
trouble and expense. As a first 
venture into stories with music for 
Two Cities by producer Josef 
Somlo, it is unfortunate and will 
earn no dividends. Marquee value 
is limited to those who know Nino 
Martini and to the special fans of 
Patricia Roc, and their disappoint- 
ment will be reflected in the box- 
office. Definitely not worth export- 
ing to America. 

Stories poking fun at the me- 
chanics of filmmaking rarely find 
favor with audiences, and this at- 
tempt is no exception. Alleged 
smart-aleck lines about producers. 
stars and writers leave audience 
unmoved and weary, and what may 
look screamingly funny on paper 1s 
so often deadly dull on the screen. 
That can be the only explanation in 
this adaptation from the Italian. 
Nor does the multiplicity of accents 
presumably from one nationality 
help the audience. 

Told as a flashback, the central 
theme of the story is the meeting 
of a famous tenor with an English 
girl, both stranded on a railway 
station, having lost their trains 
while he rescued her dog from 4 
fight. Tramp steals the tenor’s |ug- 
gage, and is mistaken for the star. 
He is carried in triumph to the 
studio in Rome, but is dumb when 
asked to sing at a test. : 

Meanwhile tenor and girl, having 
to wait until morning for trains. 
sing for their supper, are arrested 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Summary 





; Seating Seating 
Number capacity Number capacity 
Theatres in operation..... 13,351 11,796,072 Circuit-operated theatres* 8,983 7,539,162 
Closed theatres .....-++-- 856 400,916  Non-circuit theatres. .... 10,224 4,657 226 
Total ...--++ Sobsegnse< Ser 12,196,988 RE ere 19,207 12,196,988 
¢ A circuit is defined as “four or more” theatres operated by the same management. 
: No. of Average 
we ‘Tewns with Cumulative theatres Cumulative Numberof Cumulative seats 
Population theatres tetal operating total seats Total _ per theatre 
1,000,001 and over... 5 : 1,476 | ee ee ey 1,092 
1'000,000-500,001 ... 9 14 733 2,209 741,472 2,353,027 1,012 
'500,000-250,001 ese 23 37 978 3,187 908 °793 3,261,820 929 
250,000-100,001 ... 55 92 946 4,133 894,318 4,156,138 945 
100,000- 50,001 ... 105 197 916 5,049 871,852 5,027,990 952 
§0,000- 25,001 ... 209 406 997 6,046 882,843 5,910,833 885 
25,000- 10,001 ... 648 1,054 1,798 7 ,BA4 1,393,451 7,304,284 775 
10,000- 5,001 ... 951 2,005 1,819 9,663 1,160,976 8,465,260 6338 
5,000- 2,501 ... 1,404 3,409 2,039 11,702 1,077,949 9,543,209 529 
2500 and under. 6,227 9,636 6,649 18,351 2,252,863 11,796,072 339 


(Excluding Drive-ins) 


of US. Picture Theatres 














mercial Files. 








Ad Label on Commer 
A Blow to That Upcoming Biz 





Severe setback to the recent in- + 


terest by theatremen in putting 
advertising films on their screens 
is seen in the action of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s board 
last week. : 
mercial pix, more than 200 feet in 
length, must carry the words, “This 
Is An Advertisement,” in the in- 
troductory frames of every print. 

While indie houses, which have 
been playing the sponsored flicks 
for years, aren’t bound by the 
MPAA codes and are thus not ex- 
pected to pay much attention to 
the association’s action, it will 
mean a heavy blow so far as major- 
affiliated circuits are concerned 
and many other large chains and 
houses.which abide by the MPAA 
rules. 

The ad films has just begun to 
make serious headway in the big 
circuits, with National Theatres 
leading the way via the success of 
an experiment in playing one of 
the pix in a number of its Coast 
houses. Film was Liggett & Myers 
“Land of Tobacco,” a one-reeler 
which h-s been widely played. 
Charles P. Skouras, NT topper, 





other advertisers to produce such 
films. 

MPAA came as a blow, too, to 
Pom Connors, former 20th-Fox 
distribution veepee, who just 
opened offices in New York Mon- 
day (26) to handle release of ad 
pix. He has “Land of Tobacco” 
and is negotiating with several. 

(Continued on page 22) 


RKO THEATRES NIX 
N.Y. MGRS.’ DEMANDS 


RKO theatre execs have turned 
down demands of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Operating Managers 
zuild, of New York, to sign a new 
contract covering 150 senior and 
assistant managers in the circuit's 
32 houses in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area. Though the old contract ex- 
pired April 15, George Dunn, 
prez, said the door was still open 
for an amicable settlement. 

Arguing before the New York 
State Mediation Board last week, 
RKO contended that the managers 
were executive personnel not eligi- 
ble for union recognition. Deelar- 
ing that the circuit is an interstate 
business, RKO further claimed that 
under the Taft-Hartley law any 
closed-shop agreement was ruled 
out between it and the Guild. 
Guild countered. the latter argu- 
ment by pointing to fact that RKO | 
recently signed a closed-shop | 
agreement with projectionists’. Lo- 
cal 306. 

_ In a move to strengthen its posi- 
tion, the Guild and the legit Assn. 
of Theatrieal Agents and Managers 
are mulling merger of the two out- 
fils. While chiefs of both groups 
are agreeable to the plan, the 
ATAM is first surveying the organ- 


izational and l 
merger. egal angles of the 














Ben Wirth Upped 


Ben Wirth, former head of 


It decreed that com- |. 





Warner Bros. real estate depart- 
ment in Philadelphia, has been. 
roa a aaek of the WB Service| 
orp. by Ha Kalmi 
WB ‘Theatres. oes = 
Wirth steps into post vacated by | 


the recent death of Leonard 
Schlesinger. | 


Tom Connors’ Setup 


The $52,000 yearly fee which 
Tom Connors collects as a 
“consultant” to 20th-Fox will 
not be affected by the fact he 
has gone into the business of 
distributing advertising films 
to theatres. He opened offices 
in the Astor hotel, N. Y., on 
Monday (26) under the label 
Tom Connors Associates, Inc. 
He’s now handling Liggett & 
Myers’ “Land of Tobacco” and 
is negotiating to distribute 
other such pix. 

One of the reasons for se- 
lecting the ad film biz was 
agreement by 20th that it 
couldn’t be called “competi- 
tive.’ Under the contract by 
which he gets the 52G per an- 
num he’s not permitted to 
work for another major, or 
otherwise compete with 20th. 
Payments as a “consultant” for 
five years after he left the 
company were provided in the 
contract under which he 
served for five years as the 
company’s distribution veepee. 








'East-West Metroites To 


Decide If Prize Novel 
Contest Will Continue 


Fate of Metro’s prize-novel con- 
test, which has been hanging fire 
now for several months, is to be 
decided within the next week. 


Question of whether to continue 
the contest will be one of the top 
items on the agenda of the Metro 
studio and homeoffice execs, who 
are huddling this week at the h.o. 
Coast contingent in for the series 
of confabs was topped by produc- 
tion chief Louis B. Mayer, who 
arrived yesterday (Tuesday) by 
train, accompanied by studio pub- 
licity chief Howard Strickling. 
They were preceded by exec pro- 
ducer E. J. Mannix, who flew from 
the Coast to New York Sunday 
(25). 


Considerable difference of opin- 
ion has been voiced on the merits 
of the prize-novel award among 
Metro execs. Those in favor of 
abandoning the contest believe that 
it has created ill-will among lit- 
erary agents and the other majors 
against Metro. They also believe 
that the contest, as presently set 
up, doesn’t give Metro enough ex- 
clusivity on story properties in 
which it is interested. And, most 
important in these days of high 
production costs, several top M-G 
execs are dubious whether the 
properties obtained via the con- 
tests are worth the costs involved. 





U Extends Its 16m Biz 
In Italy; Next in Greece 


Universal has started 16m op- 
erations in Italy in an extension 
of its narrow-gauge selling pro- 
gram for Europe. U also proposes 
to launch similar selling in Greece 
within the near future. Company 
is already operating successfully in 
France and Belgium. 

Chief drawback to 


wider dis- 


tribution of 16m films, it’s said, is | 
the shortage of equipment in vari- | 
France and Bel-| 


ous countries. 


gium, alone, are adequately sup- 
plied with projectors built to han- 
dle narrow-gauge product. 


Swedish Producer to N.Y. 


Benjt Janzon, who is coming to 
the U. S. to make pictures of the 
Swedish centennial celebration in 
this country, arrives in New York 


Final Tally Shows 18,351 Theatres 


Totaling 11,796,072 Seating Capacity 


_ 








first of next week, coming over 
from Stockholm by plane. He will 
stay in N. Y. for several weeks be- 
fore going to Minneapolis and St. 
Paul where most of Swedish festiv- 
ities are to be concentrated. 


from Sweden to participate in the 
centennial. Janzon has his own 
pix producing company in Stock- 
holm. 


UA Distrib Terms 
Toughen Since 47 


United Artists, since the begin- 
ning of the year, has somewhat 
stiffened the distribution terms it 
has been offering ‘independent pro- 
ducers. UA has been enabled to 
get tougher in the new contracts 
for one reason, because it is still 
providing distribution without de- 
manding a participation in picture 
profits in addition to the releasing 
fee. 

New pacts have all called for 
minimum terms of 2712% domes- 
tic and on some minor films have 
gone up to 35%. Previously, fee 
was 25% and some producers had 
what was known as the “most fa- 
vored” deal which cost them 25% 
on 4 to $800,000. and 10% after 
that. 

Another switch is in the charges 
for advertising. UA formerly 
shared the cost of most types of 
ads to the exteat of 25% up to a 
stated figure. New contracts call 
for the producer to pay completely 
for all advertising except coopera- 
tive, in which the distrib continues 
to share. 

Reflecting the recent trend by 
the company to unload its own 





give distribution to franchisehold- 
ers is a new clause on that subject. 
Company formerly had to get 
every producer’s okay before shut- 
tering unprofitable foreign branch- 
es. New clause provides fhat UA 
(Continued on page 24) 


talo Distrib Offers 


Crown Prince Bertil comes over | 


officés in foreign countries and | 





| however, is developing because of 


es 


1,023 Theatres, N.Y. Zone 


Theatre survey of the New 
York exchange area, the 31st 
and last of the series of direc- 
tories on the country’s ex- 
change territories issued by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, reveals a total of 1,- 
023 theatres in operation, with 
an aggregate seating capacity 
of 1,174,342. In addition, there 
are 85 shuttered houses with 
72,102 seats and two drive-ins 
with an 800-car capacity. 

In New York City, directory 
discloses that there are 589 
theatres currently in operation 
with an average of 1,228 seats 
apiece. Cities of Newark and 
Jersey City have 60 theatres 
with an average of 1,282 seats 
per house. Of the total num- 
ber of houses, 710 are elassi- 
fied as cirtuit-operated with 
398 owned by indies having 
less than four theatres apiece. 








To Match Monty Banks’ 
Hard Dollar UA Offer 


United Artists, which a few| 
weeks ago had an offer from! 
Monty Banks to make all payments 
on Italian distribution in dollars in 
return for the franchise there, had 
a tentative offer of a similar na- 
ture last week from its current 
Italian releasing agency. Present 
distrib is Artisti Associati, headed 
by industrialist Comm Caramelli. 

Amerigo Benefico, Caramelli’s 
American rep, presented the ten- 
tative proposal to UA. Anxious 
to retain Caramelli’s services if a 
deal can be worked out, UA agreed 
to give Benefico time to consult 
with the Italian distrib on sealing 
the negotiations. Benefico left for 
London Saturday (24) to meet the 
AA chief there and Arthur W. 
Kelly, UA’s foreign topper. 

While AA is acknowledged to be 
one of the best releasing outfits in 
Italy, a number of UA producers 
were tempted by Banks’ hard 
money offer. He proposed to 
guarantee it by putting $50,000 in 
escrow in a New York bank. 

Mest of the producers, however, 
prefer sticking with Caramelli if 
he can equal the dollar terms, 
since Banks has no distribution 
setup of his own and expects to 
farm out the films to indie re- 
leasing organizations. 


‘Trial’s’ French Deal 
Paris, April 27. 
G: W. Pabst’s film on ritual mur- 
der, “Prozess” (“The Trial’’), will 
be released in. France through 
Harry Ankersmit’s organization. 
On basis of the film’s anti-racialist 
doctrine, Ankersmit is planning to 
distribute it with the help of 
French Jewish organizations. 
Some opposition against the film, 





Pabst’s alleged Nazi collaboration. 











Theatre and Seating Statistics 


25 Largest U. S. Cities 


No. of Seating seating ulation 
City Population theatres capacity capacity to seats 

New York City.... 7,454,995 589 723.243 1,228 10.3 
Chicago soo See 302 324,409 1,074 10.5 
Philadelphia ..... 1,931,334 201 195,547 973 9.9 
Detroit : 1,623,452 | 167 172.459 1,033 9.4 
Los Angeles......... 1,504,277 - 217 195,897 903 ey | 
Cleveland :....... i 878,336 102 125,504 1,230 7.0 
Baltimore ....... r 859,100 113 93,253 825 9.2 
St. Louis ‘ 816,048 95 94 273 992 8.7 
ORGY. 65 te ot 770,816 58 77.833 1,342 9.9 
Pittsburgh cis 671,659 $1 69.331 856 9.7 
Washington, D. C.. 663,091 67 56.930 850 11.6 
San Francisco..... 634,536 83 89.043 1,073 73 
+ Milwaukee . 587,472 70 71.216 1,017 8.2 
eer . 575,901 6 64,089 1,001 9.0 
New Orleans...... 494,537 62 58,537 944 8.4 
Minneapolis 492.370 59 51,250 869 9.6 
Cincinnati ......:. 455.610 79 60.787 769 15 
Newark ee 429,760 43 51.408 1,195 8.4 
Kansas City, Mo .. 399,178 55 54,324 988 7.3 
Indianapolis . 386,972 55 41.009 746 9.4 
Houston. . oo .'s «sae 384,514 54 48.1038 891 8.0 
SOG 2.0 8 ss eewed 368,302 47 40,446 861 9.1 
Rochester ........ 324,975 31 34.404 1,110 9.4 
TIOMVET. «oc ccdeues 322,412 37 34.974 945 9.2 
Louisville ........ 319,077 36 34.465 957 9.3 
Total ...0¢ ecee. 26,745,532 2,767 2,862,739 1,035 9.3 


Ratio 
Average of pop- 








Completing the first detailed 
survey of the exhibition phase of 
the film industry, research depart- 
ment of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America has officially fixed the 
total number of operating theatres 
in the U. S. at 18,351. The aggre- 
gate number of seats is 11,796,072 
with the average ratio of popula- 
tion to seats being 11.2 for the 
country as a whole. These figtres 
summarized the statistics contained 
in the series of direetories on the 
country’s 31 exchange areas, which 
MPAA began issuing seven months 
ago. 

Data reveals that 13,302 theatres, 
or 72.5% of the total, are located 
in cities with populations of 50,- 
000 and under. Balance of the 
theatres located in the larger cities, 
however. contain nearly 50% of 
the total seats with a total of 5,- 
027,990. The average seating ca- 
pacity of houses in cities with 1,- 
000,000 population or over equals 
1,092 in contrast to only 339 seats 
per house for the smaller towns. 
New York City leads the coun- 
try with 589 theatres followed by 
Chicago, 302; Los Angeles, 217, 
and Philadelphia, 201. Boston, 
which has only 58 theatres, leads 
the country with an average seat- 
ing capacity per theatre of 1,342. 
Surprising fact turned up by the 
survey is that the Dallas exchange 
area ranks second to New York in 
the number of theatres with a total 
of 1,357 theatres as against 1,141 
for the Los Angeles exchange and 
969 for the Chicago exchange. 
8,983 Circuit-Operated 


Shuttered theatres total 856 with 
a seating capacity of 400,916. Of 
the total number of theatres, 8,983 
are circuit-operated while 10,224 
are owned or operated by indies 
having less than four theatres 
apiece. Circuit - operated spots 
however, heavily preponderate in 
seating capacity with 7,539,162 as 
against only 4,657,826 seats for the 
indie houses. 

MPAA statistics apply to all the- 
atres, except drive-ins, including 
all commercial theatre accounts 
such as part-time resort theatres 
and non-commercial spots where 
operations were on a regular basis. 
While MPAA’s research depart- 
ment admits that changing condi- 


tions make it impossible to obtain 


full accuracy in such a compilation, 
it’s estimated that about 2,000 of 
the 18,351 theatres operate on a 
part-time basis. 2 

Survey was initiated by Eric 
Johnston, MPAA prexy who ex- 
pressed amazement at the indus- 
try’s lack of data about itself when 
he assumed office two-and-a-half 
years ago. Other projects on vari- 
ous other phases of the film busi- 
ness are being planned by the re- 
search department which is headed 
by Robert Chambers. 


BROWN GETS CONTROL 
OF INTL. OPTIMA PIX 


Controlling interest in Interna- 
tional Optima Corp., reissue dis- 
tributor and exporter, passed to 
New Jersey theatre operator Henry 
Brown last week when the latter 
and his associates acquired a 75% 
interest in the firm. Stepping out 
of Optima are Joseph Auerbach, 
who relinquished a 50% slice in 
the company, and attorneys Still- 
man & Stillman, who held 25%. 
Status of Maurice Livingston, vee- 
pee in charge of sales and remain- 
ing stockholder, is unaffected. 

Auerbach, one of founders of 
Film Classics, declared his lack of 
interest in distribution prompted 
his withdrawal. He's returning to 





in Czechoslovakia in pre-war days, 
he expected to do a film on com- 
poser Anton Dvorak in a Czech 
studio this year, utilizing frozen 
coin there. Recent Communist 
coup has shelved the project. 

Optima, under a deal negotiated 
last year, holds foreign distribu- 
tion rights to most FC pictures be- 
sides some Hopalong Cassidy west- 
erns. In addition the company 
picked up three Charles Laughton 
reissues last week from Verity 
Films. 

Laughton pix include “Jamaica 
Inn,” “Beachcomber” and “Side- 
walks of London.” Optima now 
has the foreign sale rights to these 
films while Film Classics will dis- 
stribute in the U. S. and Canada. 
Livingston, meanwhile. is on a 
European sales junket and is ex- 
pected back in about another three 





weeks, 


production. A prominent producer. 
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‘Casbah’ Alone Sock in Chi, $68,000; 
‘Wall’ High 206, ‘Winter Comes’ 196 


Chicago, April 27. 





68,000 looms for “Casbah” 
at oe otal, with Tony Martin on 
the stage, this being about the only 
pright spot here this session. Public 
schools have a spring holiday this 
week, but most theatres aren't 
packed with kiddies. Other new 
pix look like fairly good but are 
not strong enough to offset the gen- | 
eral slump. “High Wall likely | 
will do smart $20,000 at United 
Artsist. “If Winter Comes” is trim 
$19,000 at Monroe. 

' “Cass Timberlane” continues to| 
top hoeldovers with neat $16,000 in 
seventh week at Woods. “Double 
Life” should garner fine $20,000 in 
second frame at Palace. “April 
Showers” will end its second week 
at the Roosevelt with okay $15,000. 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” still is 
hanging on at the Apollo for 24th 
week at light $7,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.28)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(24th wk). Light $7,000. Last week, 
$7,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—“Big 
Cock” (Par) (2d wk). Weak $29,000. 
Lat week, $35,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—‘De- 
sign for Death” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Excellent $15,000. Last week, 
$19.000. 

Monroe (Indie) 
Winter Comes” 





(1,000; 98)—*“If 
(M-G). Trim 


$19.000. Last week, “Song of Love’”’ |" 


(M-G) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Casbah” (U) with Tony ' Martin 
toning stagebill with his picture. 
Smash $68,000. Last week, “Mating 
of Millie” (Col) with Milt Herth 
Trio heading stage (2d wk), $33,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)— 
“Double Life” (U) (2d Wk). Nifty 
$20.000. Last week, $25,000. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98)— 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d wk). 
Okay $15,000. Last week, brisk 
$20,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) with Jack Owens 
heading the stagebill (2d wk). Slim 

25.000. Last week, $29,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 
—‘‘High Wall” (M-G). Neat $20,060. 
Last week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) 
(2d wk), dull $9,000. 

Woods (Essaness (1,073; 98)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Pert $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 77)—‘Tor- 
ment” (Indie) (4th wk). Good $3,500 
for final week. Last week, $3,800. 


Airplane Strike Bops 
Seattle Albeit ‘Union’ 
Hep 96, ‘Casbah’ 116 


Seattle, April 27. 


With 13,800 workers idle via 
strike at Boeing Airplane Corp..’ 
biz is lagging currently at most 
theatres. But “Casbah” looks big 
and “State of Union” shapes up 
strongly. - . 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Sitting Pretty” 420th) and “Whis- 
pering City” (EL) (5th wk). Fancy 
$5,000. Last week, $5,500. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
~ B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and 
Mr. Reckless” (Par) (24 wk). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, okay $8,400. 
< Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
Rae | . ie (M-G) (4th 

KK), ay ’ . ’ 
$8.800. = 


‘ Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
Naked City” (U) and “Caged 
Fury” (Par) (4th wk). Down to 
$4,000. Last week; dandy $5,000. 
a Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
Bishop's Wife” (RKO) (4th wk), 
and Speed to Spare” (Par). Good 
$6,000. Last week, about same. 
e Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
Casbah” (U) and “The Challenge” 
(20th). Big $11,000. Last week, “To 
Victor” (WB) and “Tender Years” 
(20th), very thin $4,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—"State of Union” (M-G). Great 
$9,000 or over. Last week, “Big 
Clock” (Par). and “Inside Story” 
(Rep) (2d wk), sock $7,300. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
Unconquered” (Par). (2d wk). 
ott ten $6,000. Last week, strong 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 





——‘Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
Bowery Buckaroos” (Mono). Big 
$5.500. Last week, “Catherine 
Great” (FC) and “Don Juan” (FC) 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $647,000 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
Last Year $714,500 
(Based on 19 theatres) 














Frisco Slow But 
Pankandle’ $21,000 


San Francisco, April 27. 
Competition of baseball as well 
as the public’s yen to get outdoors 
again clipped weekend biz, with 
all theatres suffering as a result. 
Personal appearances by Rod Cam- 
eron, Kathy Downs, Gale Storm 
and others for three days over 
weekend is boosting “Panhandle” 
at Paramount to solid figure de- 
spite these adverse factors. “B. 
F.’s Daughter” is barely passable 
at the Fox. Otherwise the town’s 
mostly holdover. 


Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65- 
1.00)\—“‘Remember Mama” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Okay $12,000 or near in 
6 days. L&st week, nice $15,700. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“B.F.’s 
Daughter” (M-G). Barely passable 
at $19,000. Last week, “Scudda 
Hoo” (20th) (2d wk), 4 days, thin 
$7,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Bride Goes Wild’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Nice $14,000 or close. Last week 
stout $21,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono). Solid $21,000 


or thereabouts. Last week, “Un- 
conquered” (Par) (2d wk), nice 
$14,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,40Q@ 60-85)— 
“Big Clock” (Par) (4th wk). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, $11,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85) — “Casbah” (U) (2d wk). 
Down to $11,500. Last week, husky 
$16,500. i 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 
207; 55-85)—“Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
and “Doctor Takes A Wife’ (Col) 
(reissues) (2d wk). Thin $6,000 in 
6 days. Last week, happy $9,500. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“Man About Town” (RKO). Fine |} 
$3,000. Last week, “Beauty and 
Beast” (Indie) (8th wk), $2,200. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—"‘Sitting Pretty” (20th) (5th 
wk). Hefty $5,000. Last week, 
$5,500. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55- 
85)—"‘Women In Night” (FC) and 
“For You I Die” (FC). Nice $8,000 
in 8 days. Last week, “Man From 
Texas’ (EL) and “Singing On 
Trail” (Col), $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Fugi- 
tive From Chain Gang” (WB) 
(reissue). Thin $6,500. Last week, 
“Trail Of Vigilantes” (FC) and 
“Badlands Of Dakota” (FC) (re- 
issues), drab $8,000. 








| “Pirates 


‘Life’ Tops Mont’l, $15,500 


Montreal, April 27. 

“Double Life” looks strongest of 
new films at Palace and likely will 
hold. Otherwise trade is on dull 
side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,578; 30-45-62)— 
“Double Life” (U). Fine $15,500, 
and holds. Last week, “Night Song” 
(U), $13,000. 


‘Arch’ Triumph on N.Y. Preem, $58,000; 
Union Stately at 1376, ‘Clock’ Ticks 
Loud 1006 Aided by Duke Ellington 





Loew’s (C.T.) (3,115; 35-47-67)— 
“Good News” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $10,000. Last week, good $19,000. 

Capitol (C.T,) (2,610; 30-45-62)— 
Monterey” (U). So-so 
$11,000. Last week, “Killer Mce- 
Coy”’ (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,270; 30-40-53) 


—‘Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and 
“Slippy McGee” (Rep). Okay 
| $6,000. Last week, “T-Men” (EL) 


and “Linda Be Good” (EL) (2d wk), 
nice $6,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,916: 30-40-50) 
“One Night of Love” (Col) and 
“Angels Have Wings” (Col) (re- 
issues). Routine $4,000. Last week, 


“Dangerous Years” (20th) and 
“The Challenge” (20th). nice 
$5,500. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119: 30-40-60) 
—‘“Great Dictator” (UA) (reissue). 
Good $4,500. Last week, “Les 
Maudits” (U), same. 


Bette's ‘Winter’ 
Warm 226 St: Loo 


St. Louis, April 27. 

Biz at the main stem cinemas 
has picked up a bit since the end 
of the coal strike. “Winter Meet- 
ing” holds a slight edge, being fine 
at Ambassador. “B. F.’s Daughter” 
also is fancy at Loew’s. Mercury 
has been near the summer mark in 
past week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F & M) (3,000; 50- 
75)— “Winter Meeting” (WB) and 
“13. Lead Soldiers” (20th). Fine 
$22,000 for former, Bette Davis 
starrer. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th) and “Let’s Live Again” 
(20th), $20,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Fury 
at Furnace Cretk” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiter” (20th). Mild $19,- 
000. Last week, “Knew Susie” 

(Continued on page 20) 


Heidt Hikes ‘Angel’ To 
Smash $30,000 in Buff.; 
Bells’ Big Miracle 226 


Buffalo, April 27. 

Big news here is sock week being 
done by Horace Heidt band with 
“10th Ave. Angel’ at the Buffalo. 
Also smash is “Miracle of Bells” at 
the Century. “Mating of Millie” 
looks only fairly good at Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) 
“10th Ave. Angel” (M-G) plus 
Horace ‘Heidt orch on stage. Sock 
$30,000 or over. Last week, 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par) and “Main 
Street Kid” (Rep), $12,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 40- 
70)—“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). 
Modest $11,000. Last week, “Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) and “Heart of 











Millie’ Big $7,500, Omaha 


Omaha, April 27. | 
“Mating of Millie’ with good) 
baliyhoo and local tieups, shapes | 
up big and probable holdover at 
Brandeis. “Duel In Sun,” which. 
did only fair on first roadshow | 
stand here looks okay on regular- | 
price run at Paramount. Others are | 
feeling spring doldrums. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Mating of Millie” (Col) and! 
“Woman From Tangier” (Col). Big. 
$7,500 and probable holdover. Last | 
week, “April Showers” (WB) and) 
“Western Heritage” (RKO), $7,000. | 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- | 





$12,000. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” | 
(20th), $11,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“‘Intrigue” (UA) and “The In-) 
side Story’ (Rep). Fair $10,000. | 
Last week, “Woman's Vengeance” 
(U) and King Cole Trio plus Vic 
Lombardo orch on_ stage, | 
$20,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘Sitting Pretty” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col.) Fine $9,000 or 


near. Last week, “Double Life” 
(U), $8,200. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 


“Relentless” (Col) and “That’s My 
Gal” (Rep) (2d wk). Good $3,800. 








“TEER eee tahoe spy eg ss HINES 


Virginia” (Rep), big $17,000. 
Hipp -(Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“‘Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) and “Heart Vir- 


ginia” (Rep) (m.o.). Great $9,500 
Last week, “Bride Goes Wild” 
(M-G) and “13 Lead _ Soldiers” 


(20th) (m.o.), $9,000. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Drums of Congo” (U) and “Cap- 
tive Wild Woman” (U) (reissues). 
Good $3,500. Last week, “Song of 
Bernadette” (20th) (reissue) $2,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


“Mating of Millie” (Col) and “Hard | 


Boiled Mahoney” (Col). Fairly good 
$14,000. Last week, “Naked City” 
(U) and “Perilous Waters” (Mono) 
(3d wk), okay $9,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 


65)—“Duel In Sun” (SRO). Strong | 40-70)—“Miracle of Bells” (RKO). | “Close-Up” (EL) (2d wk-9 days), 


Last week. “Knew 
and “High Tide” 


Smash $22,000. 
Susie” (RKO) 
(M-G), $17,500. 








r* 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax, 








(3,500; 40-70)— 


New York residents apparently ,500 after $17,000 for 23d séssion. 
\took advantage of mild weather | Holds again, with no change until 
|during the past week to take to | “Time of Life” (UA) opens May 25. 
j\the outdoors or” attend major Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
|league opening games. The result | “April Showers” (WB) and “Robin 


- that firstrun theatres generally | Hood” (WB) (reissue) (2d runs). 
are reflecting. a distinct downbeat |Open today (Wed.). Last week, 
|this stanza. *Even new entries are |“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (2d 


| not showing up as strongly as ex- | run) (2d wk-11 days), was down to 
| pected. |$12,500 after $13,300 in first. 
“Arch of Triumph” wound up its; Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 


first week Monday (26) night at '—*Big Clock” (Par) and Duke Ell- ° 
Globe with big $58,000 but more ington orch, 4 Step Bros., Ella Fitz- 
| than $10,000 below the house’s old | gerald topping stagebill (2d wk). 


record. Film did break Globe high First week ended last (Tues.) night 
lle ge ae Ce v4 last | zoomed to great $100,000. Third 
sday . L0C with | week of “Saigon” (Par) and stage- 
re ee er eee |show headed by Mills Bros., Buddy 
’ - o Ricl h, $60,000. 
Ella Fitzgerald is finishing its first] po, = . re 
week at Paramount with very big) cn venue (U) (583; oar 820) 
$100,000. This does not measure |— The Mikado’ (U) (reissue) (2d 
up to opening pace, which forced |*). Off sharply but stil! okay at 
Par flagship into six shows daily | $6,500 after big $9,500 for first. 
last week. | Holds again. 

“State of Union” shapes as — Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
good $137,000 in initial session at prerois sto Ro pa val State of 
Music Hall. This is a bit under|~™0" (M-G) and stageshow. Ini- 
hopes especially ha thet ak Mae jtial week ending today (Wed.) looks 
‘aaa yf att ieine ivery good $137,000 but a bit below 
nial strong coviewe. “Intrigue” | oPes. Sixth week of “Remember 


looks to hit extra nice $26,000 in | Mama” (RKO) was fine $110,000 


. : -, | after record run here of year. 
ae week at State, and is aad Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 
El: h ee er ty | “The Damned” (Indie). First stan- 
AP net — lg: Ape argely |za ending next Friday (30) likely 


. aaa yin | will reach solid $7,500. Fourth 
many ouses nearing e en oO week of “Smugglers” (EL) was 


lengthy runs. Capitol is winding k 000 

up its long-run champ, “Naked vag (UAT-Par) (2.092: 60- 

City,” with Tex Beneke band, to- a , Tink 
$1.25) — “Letter From Unknown 


day (Wed.) after eight smash oe 
P Weman’” (U). Opens today (Wed.). 
weeks. Final will be $55,000, fine. Sixth week of “Miracle of Bells” 


Roxy brought in “Anna Karenina” : ; 
with .stagebill topped by Paul | (RKO) sagged to $13,000 in 8 days 
Draper and Larry Adler yesterday after good $16,500 in fifth frame. 
(Tues.), a day ahead of usual open-| , Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
ing date. Also used preview of Anna Karenina” (20th) and stage- 
film on Monday (26). “Letter From seal parang thet G ae thiwaee ia 
Unkn WwW z s tod , We . 

~~ ye Se eee ae ae nice fashion yesterday (Tues.) after 


(Wed.) at Rivoli after six fairly 
good weeks of “Miracle of Bells.” | Preview Monday (26). In ahead, 
second week of “Scudda Hoo 


Final frame was down to mild 
$13,000. 

“Casbah” opens Saturday (1) 
at Criterion after five strong rounds 
of “All My Sons.” Fifth week will 
be near $18,000, okay. Palace 
starts its second-run policy today 
(Wed.) with “April Showers” and 
“Robin Hood,” latter on reissue. 
House did slim trade with return 





campaign 


bill, was okay $57,000, with initial 
day of ‘“‘Anna” included in week’s 
total; first week was mildish $65,- 
000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10) 
—‘Intrigue” (UA) (Ist run). For 
first week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) will get very nice $26,000. 


date on “Farmer’s Daughter.” Holds indef. In ahead, “Duel in 
,. Estimates for This Week Sun” (SRO)-(2d run) and “Here 
Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 55-| Comes Trouble” (UA) (lst run), 


$1)—“‘Volpone” (Indie) (18th wk). 
Down to $6,500 or close for week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) after $7,- 
700 in 17th frame. Stays. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘‘Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (5th wk). 
Fifth round ending today (Wed.) 
is down to $18,500, mild, after $22,- 
000 in fourth week. Continues on 


okay $27,700 in 9 days. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“To the Victor” (WB) and Cab Cal- 
loway orch topping stageshow (2d 
wk). Initial holdover session ending 

omorrow (Thurs.) will be only 
42,000 after fairly geod $58,000 in- 
opener. Holds a third. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25)—“The Pearl’ (RKO) (11th- 


into May. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) | final wk). Tenth week ended last 
—“October Man” (EL) (2d wk).:| Monday (26) was down to $3,600 


after okay $4,400 in ninth. “The 
Brothers’”’ (U).opens Tues. (4). 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50).—“The Search” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Fifth week ended last (Tues.) 
night was barely passable at $12,- 
000 after $14,000 for fourth. Stays 
three weeks longer. 

Warner (WB) (1,499: 90-$1.50)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) (4th wk). 
Third week ended last (Tues.) 
night dipped sharply to $14,000, 
mild, after $24,000 for second. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20\—“‘Are You With It?” (U) 
(2d wk). Second session ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks thin $17,000 after 
modest $23,000 in first. Holds a 
third. with “Dear Murderer” (U) 
due in next. 


Baseball Big Click In 
Cincy; ‘Casbah’ $13,000 


Cincinnati, April 27. 
Overall score for major houses 
continues favorably as baseball op- 
position renews, the Cincy Reds’ 
Sunday dcubleheaders diverting as 
much trade as their night games. 
Current town topper is “Woman 
From Tangier” plus Frankie Carle 
band and acts on stage, with Carle 
music the magnet at Albee. Of 
three other firstruns at straight 


Second stanza ending today (Wed.) 
is off with others on street to $7,- 
500 after $10,000 for opener. Holds. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$2.20) 
—‘‘Naked City” (U) with Tex 
Beneke orch, Slate Bros. (8th-final 
wk). ‘Session ending today (Wed.) 
| winds up record run with $55,000, 
| after $65,000 for seventh. “Home- 
; coming” (M-G) with Xavier Cugat 
| orch, Harvey Stone, Rose, Murphy 
heading stageshow opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1.700; 60- 
| $1.80—‘“All My Sons” ‘(U) 5th-final 
wk). Fifth frame ending next Fri- 
day (30) is off at $18,000, after 
good $23,000 for fourth. “Casbah” 
(U) comes in Saturday (1). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Initial week ending last Monday 
(26) night soared to smash $58,000. 
; being helped by upped scale and 
|erix praise. Hit new non-holiday 
opening high on first day. In ahead, 











| $12,500. 

Golden (Siritzky) (769: 85-$1.50) 
“Lost One” (Col) (5th wk). Fourth 
round ended last Sunday (25) fin- 
ished at nice $5,800, albeit off con- 
siderably from solid $7,000 of pre- 
vious week. Continues. . 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (450; 95- 
$1.20\—“Day of Wrath” (Indie). 
First week ending next Friday (30) 


looks to hit okay $5,000. Last week, | film spots, “Casbah” is leading 
“Wine of Love” (Indie) was only|“Unconquered” and “Sign of 
$3,200. Ram,” all velvety. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 70- Estimates for This Week 


$1.50) — “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th) (25th wk). For the 24th 
week ended last Monday (29) night, 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95)— 
“Wonian From Tangier” (Col) plus 
Frankie Carle orch, others, on 








held up in fairly good BOUL CL 


(20th) and Ed Wynn heading stage- ~ 
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THIS NEWS IS IN THE 
HEADLINES EVERY DAY 


SO IT’S HEADLINE NEWS THAT 


PARAMOUNT WILL 








: BECAUSE OF ITS 


fighting action in the Holy Land. 


Star TimelineSs—as Loretta Young becomes the Actress- 


a of-the-Moment as winner of this year’s Academy Award. 


for her role in ‘“The Farmer’s Daughter’. 


( and pageantry so lavish no studio’ could afford to 
; make it today. A cast of 10,000—scores of gigantic 
| sets—dozens of mighty scenes climaxed by the 
memorable storming of Acre. 


0 Be Re-Presented in June 


ai. ' Theme Timeliness —as Palestine today becomes the world’s 

most dramatic battleground, just as it was in the era of the Crusades. 
Cities and locales in the latest cable-news spring vividly to life, i 
( in this mighty story of a century-old strife that parallels today’s ) 


, . Entertainment That Is Timeless —spectact 






















and Jan Keith « Katherine DeMille 
C. Aubrey Smith+ Joseph Schildkraut 
Alan Hale + George: Barbier 
Montagu Love + Pedro De Cordoba 
Produced and Directed by 


Cecil B. DeMille 
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‘Bells’ Peals Loudly in Hub, $30,000: 
‘Lady’ Stout 446, ‘Years Fast 146 





Boston, rt BT 
oduct in most spots wi 
cau baliay week of the season 
will bring out good biz for change. 
“Miracle of Bells is catching the 
biggest play at the Memorial, but 
“Lady From Shanghai gal 
shapes solid at the — = 
Orpheum. “To the Victor” looks 
so-so at Metropolitan. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,300; 40-85)— 





“Best Years’ (RKO) First time at | 


ar seale, neat $14,000. Last 

reer Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO) (4th wk), $3,900. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10) 


_“Scudda Hoo” (20th) plus Ann | 
Corio, Ina Ray Hutton orch, oth-| 


-s, on stage. So-so $24,000. Last 
ati, “Are You With It?” (U) plus 
Bert Wheeler, Rose Nurphy, Sal- 
ici Puppets, others, $26,000. 


Exeter (Indie) 1,300; 45-75)— 
“Nicholas Nickleby” (U) an d 
“Quiet Weekend” (Indie). Sock 


foreign film on for this nabe 
house, $8,000. Last week “Ninotch- 
‘ka” (M-G) (reissue) and “Woman's 
Vengeance” (U) (2d wk), $2,500 in 
3 days. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,867,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 226 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year .......$3,266,300 
(Based on 21 cities, 226 

theatres) 











‘Apache’ Rousing 


$30,000, Philly Ace 


Philadelphia, April 27. 
Very little zing at Philly box- 
office this week. Slump which 
first became noticeable a couple 
of weeks ago is still continuing. 
“Fort Apache” is supplying the 
most excitement, being great at 
the Stanley. Moderate grosses are 
rule at most of other spots. 
Estimates for Tnis Weex 


Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)—' Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Big Clock” (Par) and “Bill and | «crinted Sisters” (Par). Fair $13. 
Coo” (Rep) (m.o.). Nice | $7,500. | 999, Last week, “Bill and Coo” 
Last week, “Albuquerque” (Par) | (poy) and “10th Ave. Angel” 
and “Caged Fury” (Par), $7,000. (M-G), mere $5,000 and one of 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th). Sec- 
ond week begins today (Tues.). 
Last week, great $30,000. 


| Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| $17,000. Last week, fairish $19,500. 


' 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 


—‘To the Victor” (WB) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th). So-so 
$23,000. Last week, “Big Clock’ 
(Par) and “Bill and Coo’ (Rep) (2d 
wk), $22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3;000; 40-80)— 


“Lady Shanghai” (Col) and “Return | 


Whistler” (Col). Strong $27,000. 
Last week, “High Wall” (M-G) 
and “Alias A Gentleman” (M-G), 
same. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Big Clock” (Par) and “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) (m.o.). Good $18,000. 
Last week, “Albuquerque” (Par) 
and “Caged Fury” (Par), $17,800. 





State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Lady Shanghai” (Col) and “Re- 
turn Whistler” (Col). Okay $17,- 
000. Last week, “High Wall’ (M-G) 
and “Alias A Gentleman” (M-G), 
$16,000. 


Bells’ Peals Lusty 
$15,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, April 27. 
Biggest money-ticker in a week 
wilted by a spring heat spell is 
“Miracle of Bells,” which looks 
likely to stay three weeks at Allen. 
“Big Clock” isn’t too loud at State 
but okay. Hipp finding “Woman in 
White” a bit too heavy for this 
time of year, while “‘Scudda Hoo” 

is having tough going at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). Excel- 
lent $15,000 or near. Last week, 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) (3d 
wk), hearty $11,500. 


fe Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 

Woman in White” (WB). Luke- 
warm $15,000. Last week, ‘‘Sitting 
Pretty” (20th), extra smart $22,000. 


¥ Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
Sitting Pretty” (20th) (m.o.). On 
Way to breezy $4,000 or over. Last 
week, “Bride Frankenstein” (U) 
and “Son Dracula” (U) (reissues), 
big $4,500. 

_Lower, Mall (Community) (570; 
55-79)—“Yank in Rome” (Indie). 
Very mild $2,500. Last week, 
Beauty and Beast” (Indie) (2d wk), 
nice $3,100. 

‘ Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
Unconquered” (Par) (m.o.). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Naked City” 
(U) (m.o.), same on third down- 
town lap. 

fi Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
Scudda Hoo” (20th). Off the beam 
at $13,000 or near. Last week, 
Casbah” (U), nice $15,500. 





“s State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
aan Clock” (Par), Fine $20,000 or 
‘lose. 


Last week, “Unconquered” 
(Par), modest $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 
_ Adam Had Four Sons” (Par) 
and “Doctor Takes Wife” (Par) (re- 


| worst weeks ever at this spot. 


Boyd (WB) (2,340; 50-94)—“B.F.’s 
Slight 


Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Fine $18,500. Last week, solid 
$21,500. 

Erlanger (Goldman) (1,800; 50- 
94)—“‘Remember Mama” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Oke $11,000. Last week, 
stout $14,500. 

Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-94)—‘Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) (2d wk). Satis- 
factory $20,000. Last week, nice 
$27,500. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; .50- 
94)—“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Good $13,000. Last week, 
$17,500. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—"Big Clock” (Par) (3d wk). Slip- 





| ping to $12,000 after big $18,000 


last week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Mild 
$25,000. Last week, “To Victor” 
(WB), very thin $16,000. 


$30,000 or near. Last week, “Naked 
City” (U) (4th wk), trim $15,000. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94)— 
“Black Bart” (U) (2d wk). Modest 
$8,000. Last week, $12,000. 


‘Ruthless’ Rugged With 
$19,000, Det.; ‘Agreement’ 
Fine 266, ‘Bells’ 186, 3d 


Detroit, April 27. 

“Gentleman’s Agreement” at the 
Fox looks winner in the weekly 
Detroit boxoffice sweepstakes but 
still is not too big. ‘Ruthless,’ at 
the Palms, is comparatively strong- 
er. “Miraele of Bells,”’ Michigan 
entry for third week, still looks 
solid. Town otherwise is loaded 
with reissues and holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Adventures Casanova” (EL) and 
“Docks of New Orleans” (Mono). 
Slender $7,000. Last week, “Bride 
Goes Wild” (M-G) and “Western 
Heritage” (RKO) (2d wk), excellent 
$13,000. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 74- 
$1.20)—“‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra’ (RKO) (5th wk). Slight fall 
off to $7,000 after $9,000 fourth 
week. 

Broadway-Capitol (United-De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95) — “Fighting 
69th” (WB) and “Valley of the 
Giants” (WB) (reissues). Satisfac- 
tory $15,000. Last week, “Ghost of 
Frankenstein” (Indie) and “Mum- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Oilman Sets Indie 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Glenn McCarthy, Texas oil biggie, 
organized an independent film pro- 
duction unit and moved into the 
Nassour studios. 











Robert Paige is veepee and co- 


issues). Pleasing $6,500. Last week, | producer, and Monte Collins busi- 











Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Mons. Verdoux” (UA) (2d wk). 
N.s.h. $5,000. Opener was nice 
$9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO). Great - 


‘White’ in Red at $7,500, 
Indpls.; ‘Saigon’ $11,000 


Indianapolis, April 27. 

Summer heat and record early 
season crowds at baseball games 
will keep firstrun biz in the dol- 
drums this stanza. Front runner, 
“Saigon” at the Indiana, is under 
average. “Tenth Avenue Angel” at 
Loew’s and “Woman in White” at 
Circle are both getting weak play. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“Woman in White’ (WB) and 
‘Lightnin’ in Forest” (Rep). Thin 
$7,500. Last week, “Albuquerque” 
(Par) and “Speed to Spare” (Par), 
solid $11,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Saigon” (Par). Slow $11,000. Last 


week. “To Victor’ (WB), dim 
$7,500. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300: 44-65)— 
“Black Friday” (U) and “Black 
Cat” (U) (reissues). Mild $4,500. 
Last week, “April Showers” (WB) 
and “Devil’s Cargo” (FC) (m.o.), 


about same. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“10th Ave. Angel” (M-G) and 
“Alias A Gentleman” (M-G). Tepid 
$9,000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO), dandy $12,500. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—‘“Se- 
cret Beyond Door” (U) and “An- 
gel’s Alley” (Mono). Thin $5,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Ideal Husband” (20th) 
and “Let’s Live Again” (20th), 
$5,500. 


Bells’ Best Bet 
In Balto, $12,000 


Baltimore, April 27. 
It’s off all along the line this 
week with Mandout being “Miracle 
of the Bells’ at the Town despite 
crix blasts. Shapes big in view of 
limited seating capacity. “Casbah” 
didn’t even get a start at Loew’s 
Century. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Casbah” (U). Not doing well 
at $10,000. Last week, “Bride Goes 
Wild” (M-G), fine $15,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
plus vaude. Dull $13,000 or a bit 
over. Last week, “Strawberry Roan” 
(Col) with Gene Autry and stage 
layout in p.a. packed them in for 
attendance record. Big $29,000 
likely would have been more ex- 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Sitting’ Pretty $16,000, 
Pitt; ‘Sisters’ No Saint 
14G, ‘Tarzan’ Tough 96 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 

Topper this week will be “Sit- 
ting Pretty” at Harris, and a cinch 
holdover. ‘“Sainted Sisters” at 
Penn and “To the Victor” at Stan- 
ley, are only tagging along. Move- 
over of “Bride Goes Wild” is giv- 
ing Ritz its best take in long 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Ninotchka” (M-G) (reissue). Deso- 
late $850 in 3 days with “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) and “Old Los Angeles” 
(Rep) hastily pushed in to replace. 
Last week, in 11 days, “Panhandle” 
(Mono), strong $12,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th). Big $16,- 
000, and stays. Last week, ‘Prince 
of Thieves” (Col), n.s:h. $9,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘‘Sainted Sisters’ (Par). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO), back at pop prices, good 
$15,000. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76)—“‘Bride 
Goes Wild” (M-G) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Nice $3,500 after $6,400 last week, 
best house has had under its new 
Loew ownership. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Foreign Correspondent” (UA) and 
“Trade Winds” (UA) (reissues). 
Only so-so $4,000. Last week, in 10 
days, “Naked City” (U) (m.o.), 
smart $6.500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)—“To 
the Victor’ (WB). Took drubbing 
from crix and public is of much 
same opinion, with $12,000 or un- 
der, not good. Last week, second 
of “Big Clock” (Par), about $10,- 
500 after solid $18,500 opener. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 44-76)— 
“Tarzan and Mermaid” (RKO). 
Okay $9,000. Last week, reissue of 











Thin 386, ‘Woman’ 





Los Angeles, April 27. 

' Beach-going weather and day- 
| light time are giving firstruns here 
strong competition this week. De- 
| spite six new bills in major film 
| theatres, only one is playing to 


| above average biz, others being | 


| light to dull. 

“Big Clock” is the leader, ticking 
| off very sturdy $45,500 in two Par- 
amount houses to lead town 
“Scudda Hoo” looks medium $51,- 
| 000 for four theatres. “Lady From 
Shanghai” shapes up mildly at 


Meeting,” new Bette Davis starrer, 


Dual bil) headed by “Man From 
Texas” looks fair $26,000 in five 
locations. 


“Smart Woman” is_ scraping 
seaters. Only holdover doing well 
is “Sitting Pretty,” which is stout 
$8,000 for second week in one 
house after three weeks in four- 
theatre combo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)—- 
‘Man From Texas” (EL) and “Take 
My Life’ (EL). Thin $3,000. Last 
week, “Seven Sinners” (EL) and 
“Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues), $2,- 
800. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘“Smart 
Woman” (Mono) and “Rocky” 
(Mono). Slight $2,500. Last week, 
“Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘‘Adam 
Had Four Sons” (Co!) (reissues) (2d 
wk), oke $3,100. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2d 
wk). Neat $8,000. Last week, $7,- 
900. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“Seudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Meet Me at Dawn” (20th). Me- 
dium $12,500. Last week, “Sitting 
Pretty” (20th) and “Challenge” 
(20th) (3d wk), fancy $11,200. 

Culver (EWC) (1.145; 60-$1)— 
“Man From Texas” (EL) and “My 
Life” (EL). Slow $3,000. Last week, 
“Seven Sinners*® (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues), $3,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Only $13,- 
000. Last week, “To Victor” (WB) 
(2d wk), skinny $7,500. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 





feld) (872; 60-$1)—“‘Smart Woman” 
(Mono) and “Rocky” (Mono). Scant 
$5,000. Last week, “Lost Horizon” 
(Col) and “Four Sons” (Col) (reis- 
sues) (2d wk), oke $6,200. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“If Winter Comes” (M-G) and 
“Hunted” (Mono) (2d wk). Dull 
$5,500. Last week, $7,900. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Man From Texas” (EL) and “My 
Life” (EL). Okay $3,000. Last 
week, “Seven Sinners” (EL) and 
“Sutter’s Gold’ (EL) (reissues), 
dim $2,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“To Live in Peace” (Indie) (4th 
wk). Finals at $2,000. Last week, 


nice $2,700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Piccadilly Incident” (M-G). 
Slight $2,500. Last week, “Fugi- 
tive’ (RKO) (4th wk-5 days), 
$3,000. 


Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—‘‘Cas- 
bah” (U) and ‘‘Madonna of Desert” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Thin $2,500. Last 
week, $4,400. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—“Smart Woman” (Mono) 
and “Rocky” (Mono). Dim $3,000. 
Last week, “Lost Horizon” (Col) 
and “Adam Four Sons” (Col) (reis- 
sues) (2d wk), fair $2,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Slow 
$12,000. Last week: “To Victor” 
(WB) (2d wk), $5,600. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—“‘Smart Woman” 
(Mono) and “Rocky” (Mono). Light 
$2,000. Last week, “Lost Horizon” 
(Col) and* ‘Adam Four Sons” (Col) 
'(reissues) (2d wk), $2,700. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘‘Cas- 
bash” (U) and “Madonna Desert” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Thin $2,500. Last 
week, $4,500. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—‘‘Met 
a Murderer” (Indie) and “South 
Riding” (Indie) (reissues) only 
$2,500 in 9 days. Last week, “La 
Boheme” (Indie) and “Manon 
Lescaut” (Indie) (2d wk-3 days), 
$1,100. 

Loew’s State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“‘Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Meet Me at Dawn” (20th). Mild 
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$37,000 in two spots, while “Winter | 


looks thin $38,000 in three sites. | 


bottom at $12,000 in four small- |} 


‘Clock’ Ahead in L.A., Big $45,500; Bette 


Drags Bottom, 126; 


‘Lady’ Mild 376, ‘Scudda’ No Hay 516 


'Pretty” (20th) and “Challenge” 
(20th) (3d wk), good $12,100. 

Los Angeles (D’tewn-WE€} (2,097: 
| 60-$1)—‘‘Winter Comes” (M-G) and 


“Hunted” (Mono) (2d wk). Thin 
$9,500. Last week, $17,300. 

Loyola (FWC) (1.248; 60-$1)— 
|“Seudda Hoo” (20th) and “Me at 
Dawn” (20th). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 


|“Challenge” (20th) (3d wk), bright 
$7,600. 


Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2.210: 
|60-$1)—“Man From Texas” (EL) 
and “My Life” (EL). Modest $13,- 


(500. Last week, “Seven Sinners” 
| (EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (re- 
| issues), $12,100. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 60-$1)— 
!“Lady From’ Shanghai’ (Col), 
| Medium $19,500. Last week, “Re- 
|member Mama” (RKO) (3d wk), 
neat $13,400. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—“Big Ciock” (Par) and “Speed to 


Spare” (Par). Solid $26,500. Last 
week, “Unconquered” (Par) (2d 
wk), $13,600. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 60-$1)—“Big Clock” (Par), 
Hefty $19,000. Last week, “Un- 
conquered” (Par) (2d wk), $9,600. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—‘Lady From Shanghai” (Col) 
and “Adventures in Silverado” 
(Col). Fair $17,500. Last week, 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) (3d wk), 
okay $12,000. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Cas- 
bah” (U) and “Madonna Desert” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Light $4,500. Last 
week, $7,600. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
|“Casbah” ~(U) and “Madonna 
Desert” (Rep) (2d wk). Mild $3,000. 
Last week, $4,300. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100: 60- 
$1)—“Casbah” (U) and “Madonna 
Desert” (Rep) (2d wk). Modest 
$7,500. Last week, medium $16,000. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Me At 
Dawn” (20th). Medium $9,500. Last 
week; “Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
“Challenge” (20th) (3d wk), solid 
$8,200. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Man 
From Texas” (EL) and “My Life” 
(EL). Thin $3,500. Last week, 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues), slow 
$3,200. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 60-$1)— 
i “If Winter Comes” (M-G) and 
| “Hunted” (Mono) (2d wk). Only 
$5,500. Last week, slow $8,700. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)—~ 
“Winter,Meeting” (WB). Fair $13,- 
000. Last week, “To Victor” (WB) 
| (2d wk), $5,500. 


Cugat Kicks ‘With It’ To 
Torrid $28,000 in D.C. 


Washington, April 27. 

With daylight savings stalled in 
the D. C. area for another 10 days 
at least, biz prospects on the main 
stem continue bright. “Big Clock,” 
hypoed by critical kudos, looks hot 
at Loew’s Palace, with “Casbah” at 
RKO Keith’s getting plenty of biz 
despite roasting from some of crix. 
Metropolitan’s “Fugitive” also 
looks promising. Stage show at the 
Capitol is roping them in for “Are 
You With It?” with Xavier Cugat 
the big draw. e 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Are You With It?” (U). Hefty 
$28,000 with real help from Xavier 
Cugat orch and Harvey Stone 
combo on stage. Last week, very 
good $26,000 for second week of 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th). 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-70) 








—‘‘Sitting Pretty” (m.o.). Fine 
$9,500. Last week, “3 Daring 
Daughters” (M-G) (m.o.), average 


$7,500. - 

Palace (Loew’s) (2.370: 44-74)— 
“Big, Clock” (Par). Neat $18,000. 
Last week, better than expected at 
| $16,000 for second week of “Naked 
' City” (UO); 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Casbah” (U). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, “Remember Mama” (RKO) 


Warner (WB) (2.154: 44-74) 
“Sainted Sisters’ (Par). So-so 
$12,500. Last week, “Ends of 


Earth” (Col), $15,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-70) 

—Fugitive” (RKO). Fast $10,000, 

Last week, “Knew Susie” (RKO), 
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plus two days of “Casbah,” $12,000. 
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M-G-M HAS THE PICTURES! 


See current bits “Bride Goes Wild,” “B. F.’s Daughter,” 
“Killer McCoy,” “Three Daring Daughters” (Technicolor), ete. 


APRIL 29 
SPENCER TRACY, KATHARINE HEPBURN, VAN JOHNSON, Angela Lansbury, 
Adolphe Menjou, Lewis Stone in Frank Capra’s “STATE OF THE UNION.” 


MAY 20 


“SUMMER HOLIDAY” in Technicolor. MICKEY ROONEY, GLORIA DeHAVEN, 
Walter Huston, Frank Morgan, Butch Jenkins, Marilyn Maxwell, Agnes 
Moorehead, Selena Royle. 








MAY 27 


CLARK GABLE, LANA TURNER, Anne Baxter, John Hodiak in “HOMECOMING” 
Ray Collins, Gladys Cooper, Cameron Mitchell. 


JUNE 10 


“BIG CITY” MARGARET O'BRIEN, Robert Preston, Danny Thomas, George 
Murphy, Karin Booth, Edward Arnold, Butch Jenkins, Betty Garrett, Lotte 


Lehmann. 








JUNE 24 


“ON AN ISLAND WITH YOU” in Technicolor. ESTHER WILLIAMS, PETER 
LAWFORD, RICARDO MONTALBAN, JIMMY DURANTE, CYD CHARISSE, 
XAVIER CUGAT. 

JULY 8 | 


Irving Berlin’s “EASTER PARADE” in Technicolor. 
JUDY GARLAND, FRED ASTAIRE, PETER LAWFORD, ANN MILLER. 


JULY 29 


“A DATE WITH JUDY” in Technicolor. WALLACE BEERY, JANE POWELL, 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR, CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT, ROBERT STACK. 


AUGUST 5 


GREER GARSON, WALTER PIDGEON in “JULIA MISBEHAVES” PETER LAWFORD, 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR, CESAR ROMERO, Lucile Watson, Nigel Bruce, Mary 
Boland, Reginald Owen. 

AUGUST 12 


RED SKELTON, BRIAN DONLEVY in “A SOUTHERN YANKEE” Arlene Dahl, 
George Coulouris, Lloyd Gough, John Ireland, Minor Watson. 


SEPTEMBER 


“THE THREE MUSKETEERS” in Technicolor. LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY, JUNE 
ALLYSON, VAN HEFLIN, ANGELA LANSBURY, Frank Morgan, Vincent yew 
Keenan Wynn, John Sutton, Gig Young. 
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Get Rid of That Dark Brown Taste’ 
Key to Par's Theatre Facelifting 


company’s 


theatre, 





way flagship, is undergoing a 
drastic facelifting operation which 
presages large-scale renovations of 
Par’s 50 other showcases. Such 
previously unheard of gimmicks as 
daubing the house with Techni- 
color paints are being tested by 
company biggies, and, if the trial 
run stands up, other plush flick- 
eries will receive the same treat- 
ment, according to Hal Pereira, 
Paramount exec who heads both 
the studio art dept. and theatre 
construction program. 

“we're giving the theatre the 
same paint job as it would get if 
it was to be photographed for a 
Technicolor film,” Pereira ex- 
plained. “Actors look good against 
that sort of background and we 
think it's good showmanship to 
make the pairons appear equaliy 
as attractive.” Pereira, who was 
art director when “Blue Skies” 
was made in Techni, says the iden- 
tical colors are being used. 

Paint job is being done with 
earth colors direct from the pig- 
ment without being cut, Para- 
mounter said. Advantage to the- 
atres is that they maintain their 
life; won’t fade; and reflect light 
properly. “We're going to get rid 
of that dark brown taste which so 
many houses have,” Pereira said. 


Indicative of what the entire 
program may cost Paramount is 
the fact that its present job will 
conservatively stand the company 
around $300,000. That includes 
new hues, new marquee which will 
be considerably wider, carpeting, 
elimination of many old chande- 
liers, complete new seating and 


(Continued on page 18) 


—_ Actor Sues For 
Pic Subbing; Govt. As 
Film Censer at Source 


Paris, April 22. 

Censorship of a film at govern- 
ment level, which is very rare, 
will be exercised in the case of 
the Cinema Productions picture, 
“Clochemerle.” Made from the 
book of same name by Andre 
Chevallier, a prewar bestseller, 
it’s an amusing but raw skit of life 
in a small town. 


Character of the town priest, 
Father Ponosse, is picturized in 
such a way that Prime Minister 
Robert Schuman, fearing protests 
in various quarters, has instructed 
his aide in charge of information, 
Pierre Abelin, himself of cabinet 
rank, to sereen the picture and 
will do so himself. After which 
scissoring it’s unlikely that there 
will be much left objectionable to 
churchgoers. 


Another case of government 
censorship, this time exercised 
during German occupation by Dr. 
Goebbels, is resulting now in a 
lawsuit brought by Paul Dalio 
against Tobis-Filmsonor, prewar 
producers of the French picture, 
“Entree des Artistes” (“Stage 
Door”), in which Dalio acted. Dur- 
ing the war, Dr. Goebbels, though 
desiring the Tobis picture to con- 
tinue playing, didn’t want Dalio 
to appear in it due to racial prej- 
udice. So he ordered his name 
taken off the title, and all scenes 
where he was seen, either face or 
Profile, to be scissored and re- 
made substituting another 
co , Pasquali, who is about 
the same size and built as Dalio. 
Latter was only seen in shots 
where he turns his back to the 
audience. Dalio, who had not been 
apprised of the substitution, be- 
came infuriated when he learned 
eat it. Even admitting the pro- 
ae were justified in their ac- 
— d German occupation, 

e claims they should have rein- 
stated him in his own sequences 
afterwards, which didn’t do. 

ce the lawsuit. . 








+ °° 

Irv Allen's Own Unit 

ollywood, April 27. 
on ae ome winner of an “Os- 
or short, “Climbing th 
Matterhorn,” has ankled M ~ 
wl be — wee fling. He’s 

y settin i i 
release for two Aa ee 
First will be “New Mexico,” an 
— = film with Franchot 
, urgess Meredith and 
Arthur Lake. Tone is a partner in 

ing Allen Productions. 


SPG, Producers Start 
Contract Talks May 15 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Negotiations between the Screen 
Publicists Guild and the producers 
will start May 15, allowing three 
months for huddles before the ex- 
piration of the old contract on 
Aug. 15. 


Les Mason is chairman of the 


|SPG negotiation committee, with 











y 
RCA’s Bid 
Continued from page 3 


Sarnoff can win a deal from Rank, 
he’ll lead the rest of the field in 
snaring recent features for tele. 
High-Bracket, New U. S. Audience 
Rank has yet to give an answer 

to Sarnoff and probably won’t un- 
til he studies the proposition in 
England and consults with his tele 
experts there. Sarnoff’s pitch, how- 
ever, is calculated to appeal 
strongly to the film producer since 
it was based on the argument that 
tele could reach new audiences and | 
win them to patronizing British 
product. Rank has been cudgelling 
for a long time on the question of 
how to best get his product across 








| Nat James, Al Jermy, Herb Drake, 
| Frank McFadden, Bob Joseph, Jack ' 
| Atlas and Casey Shawhan as the 
| other members. 


WPIX, Korda Pix 
Deal Cue to New 
Film Emphasis 


Deal giving WPIX, the N. Y. 
Daily News’ forthcoming television 
station, exclusive video rights to 24 
Sir- Alexander Korda films for a 
year, points up the way tele broad- 
casters have changed their stance 
on the use of feature films. Where 
they formerly put the major em- 
phasis on studio shows as the ulti- 
mate in tele programming, broad- 
casters are now casting about for 
any feature pictures they can find. 

CBS, for example, is reportedly 
near the inking stage with Mono- 
gram Pictures to take over a group 
of Mono oldies. Producers Releas- 
ing Corp. has also reported receiv- 
ing several alluring offers from 
broadcasters for its oldies. NBC 
announced last week that Jerry 
Fairbanks, handling ‘film matters 
for the web, is scouting for suitable 
feature films. Broadcasters in other 
cities are also out to buy whatever 
pictures are available. - 

Despite appearances of the 
broadcasters receiving films with 
open arms, their renewed emphasis 
on feature pictures is still believed 
to represent only a stopgap inter- 
lude in their progress towards more 
live studio shows. N. Y. stations 
operated by the major webs, for 
example, expect to lean heavily 
next fall and winter on shows du- 
plicated from radio, which will ease 
up the film situation. Pictures are 
needed now, however, because of 
increased programming schedules 
and the number of new stations 
coming on the air with inadequate 
money and facilities to program 





with the American public. 


Sarnoff claims video trailerizing 
of British films would be peculiarly 
effective because television set | 
owners stem from the upper in-| 
come brackets. They’re the group 
most calculated to become _in- 
terested in British product with its 
claimed higher level of appeal. 

Sarnoff’s original feeler was 
made during a dinner at Boston! 
University held shortly after 
Rank’s arrival here. In the course 
of a speech, in Rank’s presence, 
Sarnoff appealed to film producers 
to get behind television claiming 
that the industry was blind to the 
possibilities of video winning new 
film patrons. At that time, he first 
proffered Rank a deal which would 
include the swapping of air time 
for trailers in return for his fea- 
tures. 


Par-CBS Co-op On 
Theatre Telecast 


Theatre pickup of network tele- 





, cast was handed its first pat on the 


back last night (Tues.) when Para- 
mount and CBS worked together to 


bring a speech of Gen. Omar Brad- 
ley to Paramount theatre patrons. 
Heretofore, the video nets had 
lined up solidly against cuffo tap- 
ping of tele broadcasts by theatres. 
It was that stand which forced Par, 
on its first large-screen program 
April 14, to arrange its own event 
(boxing matches from the Brooklyn 
Navy gym) and telecast it privately 
to the Broadway showcase. 
Another first was registered in 
last evening’s event. Films conven- 
tionally shot and films recorded 
from the television scope via Par’s 
patented intermediary method were 
combined into one continuous pro- 


the show were stock shots of Gen. 
Bradley’s career, at home and over- 
seas, designed as a buildup for the 





enough studio shows. 


WPIX is paying $130,000 for the 
Korda films. Station hopes to tag 
a sponsor to bankroll screenings of 
the pictures over its own trans- 
mitter. It will also offer them to 
stations in other cities for exclusive 
showings on a package basis. Films 
are to be made available on 16m 
stock in a package calling for a full 
year’s programming, which would 
mean the other stations would 
probably have the right to run each 
film twice during the year for one 
basic price. 

Many of the films included in the 
deal are still running sporadically 
at reissue houses throughout the 
country. They inelude such fea- 
tures as “Scarlet Pimpernel,” “Pri- 
vate Life of Henry VIII,” “The 
Ghost Goes West,” “Thief of Bag- 
dad,” “Lady Hamilton,” etc. 


Paris Exhib Fined $20, 
Jailed One Year, in Fire 





Paris, April 22. 
Exhibitor M. -Mouillade, whose 
filmhouse, the Select, in Rueil, 


was gutted by a blaze eight 
months ago, with 100 casualties, 
was found guilty of disregarding 
ordinances, and sentenced to one 
year in jail and $20 fine. Maxi- 
mum penalty was two years in 
ail. 

Exhib has only 15c left in his 
bank account, and damages against 
him by the victims’ families 
amount to $100,000. 

Many cases are still alleged to 
exist of houses which are danger- 
ous fire traps, which despite ef- 
forts of the supervising engineers, 
carry on without either the re-' 
quired alterations or being shut- 
tered. 





on-the-minute speech delivered 
some 15 minutes earlier at the 
Waldorf-Astoria before the N. Y. 
State Magazine Publishers Assn. 


Paramounters permitted a _ 15- 
minute time lapse so that an on- 
the-spot editing job could be 
worked. It was planned so that the 
program could be screened for the- 
atre patrons, starting at 9:30 or 
thereabouts, while the General was 
slated to begin talking at 9:15. Idea 
was to use the best half hour of the 
speech from an expected 45-minute 
context. 

As part of the Paramount-CBS 
cooperation, the net telecast the 
speech both on its own video chan- 
nel and that of Par. CBS cameras 
and television broadcasting equip- 
ment was used at the point of 
transmission. And, unlike the first 
pickup, tele set owners could pick 
up the program (speech part only) 
which theatre patrons viewed at 
the Paramount. 


Combo was worked out by Paul 
Raibourn, Paramount veepee, who 
approached William S. Paley, CBS 
board chairman, on the proposition. 
Paley had been the only radio big- 
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Lopert’s French Import 
Stars Dietrich-Gabin 


Lopert Films last week acquired 
a French film starring Marlene 
Dietrich for U. S. release. For- 
merly tagged “Martin Roumagnac,” 
picture will be retjtled “The Room 
Upstairs.” An Alcina production 
co-starring Jean Gabin, it’s slated 
to preem soon at the Avenue Play- 
house, N. Y. | 
Meanwhile the company’s prexy, | 





} 


U's Al Daff Finds U. S. Films Still 
Most Dominant Throughout Europe 


Local film production through- 
out Europe is taking a beating 
from adverse economic factors, Al 
Daff, Universal’s ass’t foreign chief, 
has concluded after viewing the 
Continental scene in a two-month 
swing through Europe. “Nowhere, 
with the possible exception of 
Italy, did I find healthy conditions 
so far as local production is con- 


cerned,” Daff declared. “And de- 
spite all restrictive measures 
against American pictures, our 


films not only dominate the screens 


in every country but are eagerly 


ae pa erat pee to sail |sought by the people themselves.” 
ursday (29) aboard the Queen | “Peopl : E 

: . ; ple in urope frequently 
Elizabeth on a Continental junket ‘expressed surprise to me that films 


in search of new product. He ex-jaren’t included in the Marshall 
pects to visit both Rome and Paris. |Plan.” Duff added. “That’s because 


they’re considered of greatest im- 


e | portance by people who place re- 
. | liance on American film entertain- 
ig S é | ment.” 


American producers who want 





‘to make films abroad can’t use 
inative product as a yardstick on 
0 cep all S costs, Daff believes. “The price is 


| jacked up on labor and materials 


e |as soon das it becomes known that 
‘an American film producer is in- 
0 yw pu @ | terested,” he explained. Hence, 


|low cost of foreign pix can prove 


Washington, April 27, |@ Mirage to the Yank filmmaker 


The International Alliance Oe D htrhenlysige F , 
Theatrical Stage Employees (yes-| Daff summed his findings as to 
terday) asked the Supreme Court | Conditions in various countries and 
to keep hands off the dispute be-| (Continued on page 18) 
tween the Hollywood carpenters on 
one side and IA and the studios 
on the other. 


Last week the studios likewise 
filed a brief with the High Court 
that there — no question requir- 
ing it to hear an appeal by the > 
carpenters. . Financing for Its TV 

Latter have asked the court to| With the film-television pot now 
intervene on the ground that IA|really at the boiling point, Warner 
and the studios have combined to! Bros. becomes the first major film 
steal contract rights away from the company to finance at least part of 
carpenters. In its brief, asking the|its video activities by a separate 
Supreme Court to deny a writ of; bank loan. WB, it’s been learned, 
certiorari. IATSE said: “The sole | has closed for bankrolling by the 
controversy presented to the dis-| New York Trust Co., with the ex- 
trict court below was a jurisdic-; tension of credit reportedly some 
tional dispute between two labor $500,000. Coin is not being loaned 
organizations arising out of a series directly to Warners but rather to 
of contracts, awards, and decisions, la separate television company be- 
with respect to which the petition-'| ing set up by the parent film com- 
ers sought declaratory relief. A/ pany. 


case does not arise ‘under the con- | say ‘ 
. : | WB, it’s said, is guaranteeing 
situation or laws of the United | payment by the subsid. Since War- 


States’ unless it involves a real es financial ition 
and substantial dispute respecting pes is in A.coune na 





} 


WB First Major Co. 
To Set Up Separate 





gram. First five-to-six minutes of | tee 


the validity, construction, or effect. 
of the constitution on such laws, | 
upon the determination of which | 
the result depends.” 


resume May 17 on the subject of 
the film studio jurisdictional 
strikes, will not get under way un- 
til May 25, on that day they may 
go only one day, with columnist 
Westbrook Pegler slated to testify. 


State Senator Jack Tenney of 
California had been scheduled to 
testify May 17. However, Rep. Car- 
roll Kearns (R., Pa.), subcommittee 
chairman, has notified Tenney that 
his session has been postponed and | 
that the sessions may take place in | 


,and could easily back the venture 


on its own, it’s not clear why the 
company has obtained the outside 
cash. Warners’ officials have re- 
fused comment. Practice, however, 


As the House labor sub-commit- | of setting up a separate tele unit 
which were slated to js not unusual since Paramount 


also followed that procedure. 

' Coin obtained will probably be 
‘used in erecting its Chicago tele 
istation if the FCC approves the 
‘application filed by Warners. Its 
‘estimated costs of that operation 
‘will easily hit $750,000. Alterna- 
| tively, Warners may groove the 
imoney to Dorothy Thackrey as 
‘part of the purehase price of 
KLAC, tele station in Los Angeles, 
which the company has bought at 
a reported $800,000 price. 


Los Angeles either in August or. 
September. At that time, Presum- 


| 
wuld be oa nesses) BICYCLING PIX FOR 
While Kearns would like to go. VIDEO ASSERTS SFLF 


west for the hearings, there is, 

some question of whether the re- a .levision seems to be following 
mainder of the subcommittee will | ‘ : 

permit him to make another one-' the historical development of films 

man probe in L. A. iin at least one respect. Reminiscent 

| of early pix days, some bootlegging 

of films for telecasts has been crop- 

Stalemate Lengthens In ‘ping up sporadically in various 

° spots through the country. As a 

F&M Battle With IATSE resuit, there’s now talk among film 

St. Louis, April 27. distribs of setting up some form of 

A freezeout between execs of SYStematized policing to curb the 


tice. 
Fanchon & Marco and members of | PF@ 
the stagehands union, Local 6, and| Bicycling has been called to the 











IATSE, Local 143, appears on tap 
as the shuttering of the St. Louis, 
a 4,000-seater in midtown, operated 
by F&M, enters its second week. 
On Friday (16) the meena’ 
Fort Wayne, Ind., April 27. | doused the lights on house 
Local 134B. AFL Service Em- | when the projectionists refused to 
ployees Union of the International |cross a picket line established by 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em-/|the grippers following a row over 
ployees, has been organized by |the number of men to be employed 
about 80 employees, who have | on each shift. [he union demanded 
signed a new contract with the | three, an increase of one, though 
management of Quimby Theatres, |the house does not present stage 
calling for a 30 to 36% increase in | shows, and shifted its opening time 
salaries, and vacations for et- | from noon until 5:30 p.m. 
ployees with one year or more of | When the stalemate was reached, 
service. with Edward Arthur, asst. gen. 
The contract, retroactive to mgr. of F&M standing pat, the grip- | 
March 28, expires April 1, 1949. | pers established the picket line. 


gie to express real interest in Par’s 
first pickup experiment. 





INDIANANS ORGANIZE 














_checking tele programs. 


notice of filmites when pix appear 


'on television stations sans author- 


ity. Generally, it’s because a dis- 
trib or franchise holder, who has 
the film for distribution in thea- 
tres, licenses it to a station with- 
out authority. Right to theatrical 
distribution doesn’t generally carry 
with it the added right to televise. 

Bootlegging, so far, has only 
been ered by incidental re- 
porting since there’s no system for 
However, 
film industry found it necessary to 
establish the Copyright Protective 
Bureau to fight bicycling of films 
and unauthorized uses. It may 


/either extend the supervision of 
the Bureau to video or set up am 
entirely new agency. 
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Mpls, Exhibs Puzzled Over Failure 
Of Oscar Winners to Pay Off at B.0. 


Paging Rand-McNally 
Hollywood, April 27. 

Metro flacks give out with a 
story that Gene Kelly and a 
companion will spend a vaca- 
tion paddling a canoe down 
the Colorado river to the Gulf 
of Mexico. 





Minneapolis, April 27. *— 


Surprisingly disappointing box- 
office showings here by Academy 
Award pictures has the trade won- 
dering what’s what. Results have 
been all the more shocking in view 
of the fact that their local show- 
ings w ee deferred until after the 
awards and in view of the further 
fact that theatre business gener- 


Maybe the studio is re-ar- 


Mpls. Crick Hams It | Natty“ tthe “Colorado doesn't 
Minneapolis, April 27. go that far. 





Will Jones, Morning Tribune 
film and radio columnist, has 
turned entertainer on the side. He 
appears before luncheon clubs, 
etc., with his comedy act during 
which he presents an “interview” 





Camble Getting 





ally in Minneapolis has been hold- 
ing up close tg peak levels. a 

While “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
turned in a very “respectable 
$22,000 gross for its first Radio | 
City week, the takings were far | 
under expectations in view of not | 
only the Oscars conferred on the) 
picture, but also the local critics | 
and even editorial writers’ raves | 
as well as the advance acciaim. | 
Anywhere from $25,000 to $30,000 | 
and more had been expected and | 
predicted. Other exceptional pic- | 
tures at the same theatre here 
have chalked up such figures. And 
in the second week at Radio City 
there was a near boxoffice collapse 
and takings sank to a puny $12,000, 
much below what a number of 
other pictures have pulled at the 
house for their second stanzas. 
Expected to run three weeks or 
longer at Radio City, “Agreement 
has been moved over to the Cen- 
tury for an extension of its down- 
town run. 

The going for “Double Life” was 
even much tougher. It held only a 
single week at the State—in oppo- 
sition to “ greement” — and its 
$13,000 takings rated “ordinary. 
In its moveover engagement at the 
Lyric it did a mediocre $5,000 its 
second downtown week and bowed 
out. 

While the trade appreciates the 
fact that these pictures undoubt- 
edly have a limited appeal in Min- 
neapolis—“Agreement” because of 
its anti-Semitism theme and “Dou- 
ble Life” with its Shakespearean 
sequences—it’s still felt that the 
Academy Awards should have 
given them considerably more box- 
office prestige if Oscar-winning 
really means much any more to 
Minneapolis film fans. And the 
boys are trying to figure out just 
how much for the boxoffice the 
awards do mean here. 

In the case of “Agreement” 
there was plenty of lobby grum- 
bling heard during the week 
against “propaganda” in pictures. 
One near fist fight was reported. A 
male patron on coming out lin- 
gered long enough to inveigh loudly 
against the picture’s “pro 
and another customer, overhearing 
the remarks and resenting them, 
started to argue with the com- 
plainer. The argument reached the 
stage where one ef the pair invited 
the other outside to settle it with 
fists. Minneapolis is. known to be 
an anti-Semitism hotbed which 
may help to yecount for the pic- 
ture’s reception. 

As for “Double Life,” State and 
Lvric patrons registered com- 
plaints against the “Othello” se- 
quences. Reviews were highly fav- 
orable here, but audience comment 
exceedingly mixed, house mana- 
gers said. The mere fact that the 
picture included some Shakespeare 
is known to have kept prospective 
patrons away. 





The one exception so far among 


the big Academy Award winners in 


the miatter of boxoffice is “Black 
which also came in 


Narcissus,” _ came 
following the Oscars’ distribution. 


The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) and RKO Theatres 
here passed it up entirely and it 
didn’t look as though it would get 


a Minneapolis loop first-run show- 


ing. However, LeRoy J. Miller, 


Universal branch manager, finally 
made a deal with Ted Mann of the 
sure-seater World. In its first week 
in the 350-seat house it chalked up 
a hefty $4,500, nearly double what 
most pictures have been grossing 
at the house recently, and it’s go- 
ing along at a $3,500 clip its sec- 
ond week. 


3 Hartford Hosps Benefit 


From ‘Fuller Brush’ Bow 


Hartford, April 27. 

Three Hartford hospitals will be 
the beneficiaries of the world 
premiere here on May 12 of “The 
Fuller Brush Man.” The Hartford, 
St. Francis and Mt. Sinaj hospitals 
will share in the receipts of the 
Columbia picture, in which Red 
Skelton stars. 





Hartford is the home office of |steatret despite double admission 


the Fuller Brush organization. 


with Lana Turner. He does the 
interviewing all right, but the Lana 
Turner answers are on a record 
which he plays. 

The record was cut when he 
interviewed Miss Turner in Holly- 
wood over the long-distance tele- 
phone from Minneapolis, and the 
actress’ replies, which really con- 
vey no information or commit her 


Unusual Co-op 
From Exhibitors 


Theatre operators, notorious in 
the past for their reluctance to 
‘ - spend time or effort on problems 
in any way, provide the laughs. | o¢ overall industry good will, are 
taking an unusual interest in the 
current drive to improve public 


CANADIANS REJECT |reistons, red cambi, prez of Te 
TWO US. PIX, CUT 78 in New York Monday (26). Gam- 


ble made the statement as he was 
Washington, April 27. about to leave for a series of three 
Censors in Canada’s province of |exhib meetings in various parts of 
Ontario rejected two American | the country on the public relations 
features and forced deletions in 78 | campaign. 
others last year before admitting; TOA prexy cited. the sessions 
the films for screening there. How-j|called by theatremen in Omaha, 
ever, the large bulk of the 453/Atlanta and Little Rock as evi- 
American feature films were ap-|dence of exhib desire to create a 
proved without change. new public attitude toward the in- 
Ontario censorship found these |dustry. At the Atlanta session 
things wrong in American pictures, | alone, scheduled for next Monday 
reports Nathan D. Golden, chief | (3), there are going to be 400 the- 
of the Commerce Department’s|atre ops. 
motion picture-photographic| Their enthusiasm, Gamble said, 
branch: extended not only to asking him 
“Feature subjects depicting the |and Robert Coyne, TOA exec di- 
lives of gangsters and hoodlums |rector, to address them, but to ar- 
too frequently in a vivid fashion; |Tanging press and radio interviews 
too frequent use of that type of |for them when they are in town. 
subject matter which necessitates | Aim of the move is to void in the 
the commission of murder; the |Public mind the idea that Holly- 
psychological drama, a type of en-|wood’s much- publicized recent 
tertainment relating to a disor-|¢conomies will result in nothing 
dered mentality involving the com-| but cheapies and to acquaint peo- 
mission of murder or self-destruc- - with the high quality product 


tion. The objection is more pro- 

nounced when the subject includes|‘ Along the latter line, TOA was 

domestic infidelity.” . attempting to get the cooperation 
of the majers in preparing a trail- 


Other reports issued today by er for its 6,000 cl 
would have plugged top pix fon 


Golden: 
, the Chin- 
CHINA: During 1947, the all companies with identification 
of studio. Idea has been pretty 


ese Board of see gy nyone nee ove 
Shanghai review en 
ment Aiall of which 804 came from |™uch shelved because of the ma- 
the U. S., with the domestic |Jors’ inability to agree among 
Chinese production in second | themselves and with TOA on pix 
place with 204 pix. Of nine pic-|t© be included. Gamble said TOA 
tures totally rejected, five: were; WOuld continue the campaign, of 
American, and cuts were forced in | Which Earl Hudson, of United De- 
less than a dozen other American | ‘Toit Theatres, is chairman, with 
pictures. The Chinese . censors |°F Without the the trailer and re- 
were hardest on their own product. | 24rdless of whether the producing 
Principal reasan for rejecting _ distributing companies cooper- 
certain foreign films were that an , 
“they encouraged _ superstition | Activity is being financed out of 
among the people, show crimes not ao Ss regular budget, derived 
punished by legal means, create [47M a seat-tax. : 


for political reasons.” 20th (Like Par) Kayoes 
District Mgr. Sales Post 








CUBA: During February, 29 new 
films were released in Havana, 
compared with 23 in January. Box- 
office for the short month hit 


$155,820, against $149,817 for| Elimination of the district man- 
January. Of the releases, 21 were | ager’s post from the 20th-Fox sales 
Hollywood, two Mexican, twoj|Organization last week by 20th 


Cuban, two Argentine, one British 
| and one Spanish. 

| While American films earned 
| $108,456, or 69.6% of the total, the 
| leading grosser was the Mexican 
“Soledad,” with the Cuban “Maria 
la O” second at the boxoffice. 

















sales chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
points up the streamlining opera- 
tions recently effected by other 
major distributors. 

Paramount, preceding the 20th 
move, has already trimmed its 
district managers’ jobs from nine 
to four, combining most of the 
districts into new groupings re- 
sponsible directly to the division 
manager. Those removed from the 
district managers’ jobs were named 
assistants to the division chiefs. 
Eagle Lion is in the process of 
streamlining its sales organization 
now and is expected to follow the 
pattern. Metro, while not eliminat- 
ing the district managers, trimmed 
its sales staff by eliminating a 
number of salesmen. 

Twentieth’s move was combined 
with a merger of the company’s 
northeast and mideast divisions 
into a single eastern division, giv- 
ing the company five instead of six 
distrib divisions. Each of the 
district managers has been pro- 
moted or assigned to larger 
branches of the company. Ray 
Moon takes over as manager of the 
new eastern division, with Howard 
Minsky, former mideast division 
manager, becoming assistant. 
Smith put through the changes 
after huddling with 20th prez 
Spyros Skouras. Shifts were de- 
scribed as the first steps in tieing 
the organization more closely to- 
gether in an attempt to work out 
more direct communication with 
20th’s exhibitor customers. 





U.S. Oldies Mixed Draw In 
Denmark; ‘Stot’? Looks OK 


Copenhagen, April 14. 

Asa Film’s production of “Stot 
Staar den Danske Somand” 
(“Steady Stands the Danish 
Sailor’), well received by. the press, 
has clicked with the public too 
since recent preem at the Palla- 
dium here. General technical ex- 
cellence of the film stamps it as 
one of the Danish pic industry’s 
best efforts and it should be a top 
grosser in the Scandinavian mar- 
ket. Co-directed by Bodil Ipsen 
and Lau Lauritzen, picture stars 
Paul Reichardt. 

Several American oldies, mean- 
while, met a mixed reception when 
booked at key houses here. Metro’s 
“Gaslight” was greeted mildly at 
the Alexandra, but a fair success 
seems probable due to marquee 
names. Goldwyn’s “North Star” at 
the World was roundly drubbed by 
the critics. On the other hand, 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our 
| Lives” will soon be seen by the 
/500,000th filmgoer at the Palad- 








| prices. 


. o 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 
Under the new administration in the Screen Writers Guild, the © 
operating cost of the organization’s official publication, The Sereen 
Writer, has been cut from approximately $75,000 to about $60,000 
annually. It lost around $25,000 last year. Various economies were 
instituted by the present editorial board, which took over immediately 
after the election last winter of the liberal regime backed by the Aji. 
Guild committee. One such saving was the cutting of the free mailing 


list from about 500 (including numerous left-wing unions in various 
parts of the country) to 75-80 editors and such McCoys. 


Despite what was regarded in the Guild as a leftist slant on the part 
of the old editorial board, The Screen Writer was never used for out. 
right ideological propaganda. Furthest it ever went in that 
was devoting an entire issue of the mag to the support of the proposed 
“1% of the gross” fund for unemployment relief. That was done without 
the prior knowledge of the Guild executive board. The measure was 
subsequently voted down by the membership. 

Sam Goldwyn offers film scripters an opportunity for wealth and 
fame, on a percentage basis, in the current issue of The Screen Writer, 
official publication ef the Screen Writers Guild. Recommending the 
abolition of the salary system, in the case of a majority of writers, 
Goldwyn. suggested that they work on a profit-sharing system. 

Producer contended that film writers have “sacrificed their artistic 
aspirations for the security of a weekly paycheck,” and urged them to 
create “an atmosphere of artistic freedom and an opportunity for even 
greater financial rewards for thc future” by taking the same chances 
as legit playwrights and novelists. 





“I Remember Mama” hung up the biggest gross this year at the 
N. Y. Music Hall, soaring to $811,500 in the six weeks ended last week 
and topping the previous high for 1948 held by “Paradine Case,” New 
peak for year was registered by the RKO production despite its long 
screen playing time, which is estimated to have cut into the potential 
take by several thousands each week. “Mama” teed off during Lent ° 
but managed to rack up the third best take in the opening week. Third 
stanza, which took in Easter and Easter holidays, reached a peak for 
the run of $155,000. : 

“Paradine” (Selznick) is the only other production to go six weeks 
at the Hall this year. It took in $791,000 in its run. Picture also had 


the benefit of Lincoln’s birthday in the final week when $120,000 was 
registered. 





Al Margolies, Alfred Hitchcock’s eastern rep and press contact, has 
considerably more trouble in seeing that the producer-director’s name 
is not used than in getting it mentioned: Culprits in unauthorized use 
of the Hitchcock moniker are mostly minor distribs of foreign films, 
anxious to take advantage of Hitch’s pre-eminence in the suspense 
thriller market. 

Latest move on which Margolies had to put a nix was in the adver- 
tising of “Not Guilty,” French film which opened at the Little Met in 
New York last week. Window cards carried the legend “In the true 
Hitchcock tradition,” with the Hitchcock name emphasized and no other 
director credit given. Last year another distrib of smalltime British 
film unabashedly stated that it was made by Hitchcock. Actually he 
hardly knew the film existed. 





Samuel Goldwyn, always the industry’s No.,1 man to do the unex- 
pected, did just that in an interview with Ward Marsh, Cleveland 
Plain Dealer film critic, last week. Habitually in the past a sniper at 
his fellow-producers in Hollywood, Goldwyn spent an hour with Marsh 
praising upcoming product of other studios. Naming names of pictures 
and companies, Geldwyn is quoted by Marsh in his column of April 11 
as saying: “I cannot remember when any year in the past has held the 

















in Belgium bo: 


current business being done by 
Yank pix abroad as follows: 


being stag 
a as a means of fighting the 
bite. 

Irrespective of treaties signed 
between Finland and Russia, for- 
mer country shouldn’t be written 
off. Talks held by him with Fin- 
nish government officials indicate 
that the country is more than 
anxious to pay for American films. 
Indebtedness of Finland to Yank 
pix companies for the years 1943- 
45 will come up shortly for con- 
sideration in confabs planned with 
reps of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and there’s a good 
gg ae of deal being worked 
ou 

In Norway, a drop of from 50% 
to 75% in running time of films 
compared to last year has been suf- 
fered. Exhibs are endeavoring to 
play product faster and make more 
changes in programs. 

In Denmark, no new product has 
been screened pending formaliza- 
tion of the new deal with Ameri- 
can companies. Grosses about 
stationary. 

Italy Alone OK 


There’s no change in France, but 
ice has dropped 
an estimated 25% in the past year. 
Italian biz is generally. good and 
probably will be maintained. ‘Dur- 
ing the elections, however, it suf- 
fered considerably since the dis- 
traction kept patrons away from 
the theatres in hordes. 

Spanish biz has been hurt by un- 
certain conditions. Licenses for 
American pix are being chopped 
down to next to nothing. Only four 
licenses for Yank imports were is- 
sued for the last 10 films made by 
Spanish producers. A year ago, 
12—14 would have been issued for 
the same number. Unless the gov- 





ernment loosens up, Daff predicts 
that both exhibs and distribs will 





promise the coming one has for the motion picture-goer.” 


Sees U.S. Films Dominant 


Continued from page 15 





be in dire straits within nine 
months. 

Portugal, previously a free mar- 
ket, is rife with rumors of quota 
impositions. Nothing official has 
taken place but it’s known that the 
axe will fall shortly. 

Business in Greece is very bad 
because of the uncertain military 
and political situation. Mobiliza- 
tion has taken away a good pro- 
portion of the men. In Salonika, 
one of the major cities, biz dropped 
to practically nothing because of 
nearby fighting. 


Par Theatre 


Continued from page 15 


other improvements. Idea which 
will be used elsewhere is to give 
the house a streamlined and much 
brighter appearance. 

Eventual Big Savings 

All fabrics are being ripped from 
the walls which were uniformly 
covered by them. Eventually, all 
Paramount houses will receive the 
same treatment, it’s said. By so 
doing, Par figures to save plenty 
yearly in maintenance since the 
fabric gathers dust and has to be 
fireproofed every year. Fire in- 
surance premiums alone, will be 
cut sizeably, it’s pointed out. 

Company is erecting a three- 
dimensional, permanent display in 
the lobby. It’s the first real face- 
lifting that the house has been 
given since being built in 1926. 
Move was considered some seven 
years ago but the war came along 
= material shortages crimped the 
plan. 

Pereira notes that theatre con- 
tractors have to be educated 
over again as to the technique of 
renovating flickeries. That's be- 
cause there’s been no real theatre 
construction since the depression 
and the oldtimers have gravitated 
to other fields. 

Bulk of work is being done at 
night with 55 men working on & 
90-foot scaffold for the painting 1n 
the main lobby alone. 
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city PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME city PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME a 
Albany Warner Screening Room 79 N. Pearl St. 8:00 P.M. Memphis 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 151 Vance Ave. 10:00 A.M. FY 
Atlanta 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 197 Walton St. N.W, 2:30 P.M. Milwaukee Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. _ 2:00 P.M. ul 
Boston RKO Screening Room 122 Arlington St. 2:30 P.M. Minneapolis Warner Screening Room 1000 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 7 
Buffalo Paramount Sc. Room 464 Franklin Street 2:00 P.M. New Haven Warner Th. Proj. Rm. 70 College St. 2:00 P.M. | 
Charlotte 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 308 S, Church St. 10:00 A.M. New Orleans 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 200 S. Liberty St. 1:30 P.M, a. | 
Chicago Warner Screening Room 1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M. New York Home Office 321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M, . 
Cincinnati RKO Screening Room Palace Th. Bldg. B. 6th 8:00 P.M. Oklahoma 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm, 10 North Lee St. 1:30 P.M, ee 
Cleveland Warner Screening Room 2300 Payne Ave, 2:00 P.M. Omaha 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1502 Davenport St. 1:00 P.M. 
Dallas 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. - 1803 Wood St. 10:00 A.M. Philadelphia Warner Screening Room 230 No. 13th St. 2:30 P.M, : ! é 
Denver Paramount Sc. Room 2100 Stout St. 2:00 P.M. Pittsburgh 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1715 Blvd.’of Allies 1:30 P.M. a | 
Des Moines 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1300 High St. 12:45 P.M. Portland Jewel Box Sc. Room 1947 N.W. Kearney St. 2:00 P.M. i . i 
Detroit Film Exchange Bldg. 2310 Cass Ave. 2:00 P.M. Salt Lake 20th Century-Fox Se. Rm. 216 East 1st South 2:00 P.M. | 
Indianapolis Universal Sc. Room $17 No. Illinois St. 1:00 P.M. San Francisco ©} Republic Sc. Room 221 Golden Gate Ave. 1:30 P.M. a ! 
Kansas City 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1720 Wyandotte St. 1:30 P.M. Seattle Jewel Box Sc. Room 2318 Second Ave, 10:30 A.M. mM 
Los Angeles Warner Screening Room 2025 S. Vermont Ave. 2:00 P.M. St. Louis S'renco Sc. Room 3143 Olive St. 1:00 P.M. i 

. Washington Warner Th. Bldg. 13th & E Ses. NW, 10:30 A.M, 4 a 

a 3 
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Grosses 





Finaling with potent $6,500 after 
hotsy $8,500 third round. - 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) —"Sit- 
‘ting Pretty” (20th) «m.o.) (4 days) 
and “Stand-In” (Indie) and “House 








iC ja Ay on 13) KC. Dry, So’s Biz But 
ontinu rom e § 
a A ae ae (Indie) (reissues), BE’s’ Brisk $16,000; 


Dewntown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 


95)\—“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” 
(M-G) and “Tarzan’s New York Ad- 


venture” (M-G) (reissues). Very Biz runs from good on down this 
good $11,000. Last week, “Alias| week, with “Double Life and B. 
A Gentleman” (M-G) and “Man/F.’s Daughter” the leaders. Double 


from Texas” (EL) (2d wk), moderate 


Kansas City, April 27. 


Life” in Tower, Uptown and Fair- 





‘Life’ Moderate 14G week. “Lacy From Shanghai” (Cob, 











$9 000. way is satisfactory but nothing ex- 

fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-;tra. “B. F.’s Daughter” at Midland 
95) — -“Gentleman’s Agreement "| looks nice. Paramount has “April 
(20th). Stout $26,000. Last week,!Showers” doing okay on holdover. 
“Naked City” (U) (2d wk), big} Weather continues arid, with one | 
$27,000 after $34,500 opener, way | of longest spring dry spells on | 
over hopes. record. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039, lag Estimates for This Week 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (3d wk). | Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 45-65)— | 


Geed $18,000 against fine $22,000 | ..5 


last k F..s Daughter” ‘(M-G) ae | 
ast week. } Blackie” (Col). | 
Palms (U-D) (2.716; 70-95) —| Tapped by Boston Blac 


'Fairly good $16,000. Last week, | 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) at regular | 
seale was over average $14,000. : 

Orpheum (1,900; 45-65) — “Girl 
»” (WB) and “Robin Hood” | 


“Ruthless” (EL) and “Whispering 
City” (EL). Strong $19,000. Last} 
week, “To Victor” (WB) and! 
“Caged Fury” (Par), disappointing |. 
$12,000. 


. : ao_| (WB) «reissue). Average $10,000. 
Oe eee CERO) sod|Lmt week, ‘Remesiber Mase 4 _ Mico [TRE Se, 6-05) 
“Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col) (2d|(®KO) (3d wk), fine $8,500. | (SDE o's g'o00, Last week, 
Kk), Satisfactory $14,000 against |,, Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)—| Coy. Mee is” (RKO) and 
Wa orn aa alnst | «april Showers” (Par) (2d wk).| Black Narcissus” — an 
solid $17,000 opening stanza. ‘Trim $11,000. Last week, strong |“Woman’s Vengeance” (U), $13,000. 
— leig900. . Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


KENTON-COLE BOOST |"' Ress wourwooa) 1,900; 45-85)— 


i“Trade Winds” (Indie) and “For- | 


BEERY $38,000, MPLS. sss.) Standard $3,500. Last week 


- ; neat $7 
® Minneapolis, April 27. |“Stamd-In” (Indie) and “House jesti ee 
In-person combination of Stan | Across the Bay” (Indie) (reissues), “Naked City” ().  Pairiy healthy 
Kenton’s band and King Cole Trio, | $4,000. 


_ Tewer - Uptewn - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Double Life” (U). Helped by 
Academy Award but looks only 
mild $14,000. Last week, “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement” (20th) (2d wk), 
nice $12,000. 


‘PANHANDLE’ HOT 146, 
DENVER; ‘SHOWERS’ 17 


Denver, April 27. 

Heavy wet snow last Friday and 
Saturday will take a considerable 
toll at the boxoffice this round. 
“April Showers” and “Panhandle,” 
each playing in two theatres, look 
standout. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-78) 
—“Big Clock” (Par) (2d wk). Trim 
$12,000, and goes 3 extra days. 
Last week, $12,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Light- 
nin’ in Forest” (Rep), day-date with 
Esquire. Modest $14,000 or near. 
Last week, “Naked City” (U) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono), same. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Light- 
nin’ Forest” (Rep), also Denver. 
Good $3,000. Last week, “Naked 
City” (U) and “Campus Sleuth” 
(Mono), $2,700. * 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) and “West- 
ern Heritage” (RKO) (2d wk). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, good $16,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono) and “Flame” 
(Rep), day-date with Webber. Okay 


heading the first film-stage show | 
in months with “Alias A Gentle- 
man,” has ’em fighting to buy 
tickets at Radio City. Combo is 
corraling the bulk of loop business 
currently. Main straight film new- 
comer “Naked City,” is giving a 
good account of itself at Orpheum. 
“Panhandle” is doing nice business 
at RKO-Pan. 
Estimates for This Week 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50-70) 
—‘Passionelle” (Indie) and “Tor- 
ment” (Indie). Tops in daring ads 
for this foreign film bill. In con- 
sequence, socko $8,000 looms. Last 
week, “House of Horrors” (Indie), 
“Hidden Corpse” (indie) and 
“Mark of Terror” (Indie) (reissues), 
$5.500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-85)}— 
“Aias A Gentlemen” (M-G) and 
Stan Kenton orch King Cole Trio, 
on stage. Zooming to terrific 
$38,000, Wally Beery film not being 
rated a big draw. Last week, “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” (20th) (2d 
wk), disappointing $12,000 at 50-70c 
scal 


e. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“‘Naked City” (U). Heavily 
exploited, and looks great $16,000 
or better. Last week, “April 
Showers” (WB), $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70) 
—‘Panhandle” (Mono). Well-liked 
Western heading for nice $8,000. 
Last week, “Remember Mama” 
«RKO) (3d wk), $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“To 
Victor” (WB). Very thin $6,000 and 
yanked after 6 days, “Sign of Ram” 
(Col) replacing. Last week, “Scud- 
da Hoo” (20th), fine $13,000. 




















Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60) —| House Kids West” (EL) with Roy 
“Cass Timberlane’”” (M-G). Kinet | oy -cesers* ms Bem ene | Acuff, Smoky Mountain Boys, 
nabe showing. Good $4,500. Last | ctrixes” (EL), $9,000. (Golden West Cowboys on stage, 
week, “Bishop's Wife” (RKO), big |" ‘pabor (Fox) | (1,967; 35-74) | Sone $18,000. 5 
$5,000. “Where Are Children” (Indie) and |upriaite (FA) | (3.400; 45-65)— 

World. (Mann) (350; 50-85) — «are These Parents” (Indie) (re | -iShop’s Wife” (RKO). Looks 
“Biack Narcissus’ (U) (2d wk). | Okay $14,000. Last week, “Gentle- 


: ,issues). Thin $7,000. Last week, 
Solid $2,000 looms after sock $4.) «South Tahiti” (FC) and “Jungle 


Woman” (FC), $9,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono) and “Flame” 
(Rep), also Paramount. Solid $3,500 





BALTIMORE 


(Continued irom page 13) 





Across Bay” (Indie) (reissues) (4 
days). All right $6,000. Last week, 
| “Sitting Pretty” (m.o.), fourth 
downtown week, snappy $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
'“Casbah” (U). Good $13,000. Last 





Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col) (m.o.). 
| Mild $4,560. Last week, ‘“Remem- 
| ber Mama” (RKO), third stanza on 
'main stem, fairish $5,000. 


PROV. HITS ROAD BUT 





Swede Admish Tax Boost 
Strains Industry; Only 


out that it’s unfair for the picture 
business alone to shoulder the bur- 
den of higher bites when other 


forms of entertainment are wholly 
free of new imposts. Government’s 
boxeffice cut was almost doubled 
when the new tax schedule for the- 





‘CASBAH’ OKE $14,000) 


Providence, April 27. | 
Nothing too siartling here and 
with fairly nice weather over 
weekend, many would-be patrons 
took to the road. This hurt biz. 
Loew's looks biggest coingetter 
with ‘“B. F.’s Daughter.” “Casbah” 
and “Naked City” are equally as 
good. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Mother Wore Tights” (20th) and 
vaude on stage. Good $6,500. Last 
week, “Postman Rings Twice” 
(M-G) (reissue) and vaude on stage, 


$14,000. Last week, “April Show- 
ers” (WB) and “Always Together” 
(WB), $15,000. — 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“B. 
F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and “Trap- 
ped by Blackie” (M-G). Fairly 
good $18,000. Last week “3 Dar- 
ing Daughters” (M-G) and “Return 
Whistler” (Col) (2€ wk), good $16,- 
000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
|—“Big Clock” (Par) and “Foot- 
| light Rhythm” (Par) (2d wk). Not 
| bad at $8,500. Firs} week was nifty 

$14,500. 


‘Bishop's’ Cream of Crop 
In L’ ville, Hep $14,000 


Louisville, April 27. - 

Competition from various sources 
is the reason for slump in biz at 
downtown houses this week. Races 
started at Churchill Downs Satur- 
day (24), and doubleheader base- 
ball games Sunday (25) made up a 
combo which put a crimp in first- 
runs. “Bishop’s Wife” at the 
Rialto looks like cream of crop, 








while “Tarzan and Mermaids’@at 
Strand is giving that house one of 
its best weeks in months. Other- 
wise it’s a drab picture. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—“‘T-Men” (EL). Actioner 
getting favorable $8,000. Last 
week, “To Victor” (WB), mildish 
$7,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65)—"‘Secret Beyond Door” (U). 
Weak $4,500. Last week, “Gas 





man’s Agreement” (20th), $19,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
\“Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Adven- 
‘ture in Silverado” (Col).  So-so | 
/$10,000. Last week, “Naked City” | 
‘\(U) and “Here Comes Trouble” 





, or near. Last week, “Naked City’ ; 
ie for number of juve ducats (UY) and “Campus Sleuth” (Mono), a aoe rye ora “Tar 
so°d. $2 700. j “iy \o 
oh’ : zan d M 4 
“tenon ig oor gh ) Net 4a | | “Western Wariteeee™ Aiko mone | 
— “Big ock”’ ar) | wk). } . te 
Shasin. ek dean tues Troan | CINCINNATI to order for this house, lively $8,- 


after steady second stanza at $11,-| ‘Continued from page 11) 


000. first was big $14,300. | stage. Carle’s music the golden 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)—| touch for $28,000, socko. Last 
“Qid Los Angeles” (Rep). Fancy Wee k, “Blondie’s Anniversary’”’ 


'(Col) plus Art Mooney orch, but 
, without him, and Ruy Cardenas 
and Gene Sheldon on stage. Light 
$19,000. Biz slumped after opening 


$6,000. Last week, “Inside Story” 
(Rep), $5,200. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 


000, best in several months. Last | 
/week, “Son of Frankenstein” (FC) | 
and “Bride Frankenstein” (FC) (re- | 
issues), $7,500. 





. ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 11) 


atres became effective last Febru- 
ary. 

With the hike im the old rate, 
industry maintains that the result- 
ing attendance drop @an only mean 
a cut in Swedish production from 
a possible peak of 50 films down 
to no more tifan 25 or 30 annually. 
New tax rates, incidentally, are 
based on a 30% tap on the first 
28 cents of the admish followed by 
45% on the balance. Old scale was 
15% on the first 28 cents, with 
30% thereafter. 


Jap Producers Eye Toho 





Union Battle for Lead 


Tokyo, April 15. 

Toho, Ltd., Japan’s major studio, 
is standing pat on its plan to fire 
at least 270 alleged Communists 
from its No. 1 labor union. The 
company insists it must slash its 
rolls to get out of the red. 

Some 30 Toho directors, writers 
and producers have organized the 
Toho Artists Council to back up 
the union in resisting the plan. 
The Social Democratic Party also 
sided with the union in a formal 
protest to Toho management claim- 
ing the proposed measure “would 
lower Japan’s cultural standards 
by threatening the right to live for 
ideological reasons.” 

Even the Japanese Diet is inter- 
ested in the dispute. The House 
of Representatives Culture Com- 
mittee has opened hearings on the 
case at the request of the Japan 
Motion Picture a Theatrical 
Workers Union, of ch the No. 
1 Toho union is an affiliate. Some 
fear the Toho mixup may precipi- 


tate an industry-wide strike. The | 


JMPTWU holds its national con- 
vention April 20-21 amd may adopt 
a “struggle” motion that will snarl 
up all studios. 





‘Clock’ Timely $14,500, - 
Port.; ‘Casbah’ Hot 7G 


Portland, Ore., April 27. 

Three new pictures are bringing 
good returns to downtown houses 
this week, in spite of the draw by 
three holdovers. “Big Clock,” looks 
best with biggest coin in two spots. 
“Casbah” looks fine while “Smug- 
glers” and “Mating of Millie” are 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—Casbah” (U) and “Jassy” (U). 
Fine $7,000. Last week, “Alias a 
Gentleman” (M-G) and “10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G), excellent $10,300. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Smugglers” (EL) and “Cobra 
Strikes” (EL). Okay $4,500. Last 
week, “Night Song” (RKO) and 
“Tracy Meets Gruesome” (RKO), 
$3,500. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000: 50-85)— 
“Big Clock” (Par) and “Speed to 
Spare” (Par), day-date with Para- 
mount. Good $5,000. Last week. 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (2d wk), 
$3,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85)— 


“Mating of Millie’ (Col) and 
“Roundup” (Col). Okay . $7,500. 
Last week, “Knew Susie” (RKO) 
and “Western Heritage’ (RKO), 
$7,000. 


Paramount (H-E) (3.400: 50-85)— 
“Big Clock” (Par) and “Speed to 
Spare” (Par), also Oriental. Solid 
$9,500 or near. Last week. “Bish- 
op’s Wife” (RKO) (2d wk), big 
$7,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—“Daring Daughters’ (M-G) 


big $7,900. 


<a 





Top Foreign Pix Will Do 
Stockholm, April 22. ~ 
Tremendous boost ‘in the film 
admission tax throughout Sweden 
has caused heavy protests to the | heavy play in the film studios mas- 
government. Trade exees peint 
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Frontpagers Get 
Heavy Film Play 


Hollywood, Apri! 27. 
Frontpage stories are getting a 





| querading as documentaries 
| semi-documentaries. 

| Eagle Lion is shooting two re. 
; cent headlimers: “29 Clues,” a Les 
| Amgeles murder case, and “2 
| Against the Underworld,” a tale of 
civic graft in Steubenville, 0. 
while Brynie Foy is winding up 
“Canon City,” a yarn about a Colo- 
rado jailbreak. Arrow Productions 
is readying “13 Eseaped,” the story 
of Czechoslovakian refugees, and 
Robert Buckner is _ producing 
“Rogues’: Regiment,” a recital of 
the hunt for Nazi Martin Bormann, 
at Universal-International. 


Sidney Hyams Sees 
Reissues Here to Stay 
For British Exhibs 


“Reissues are here to stay.” 
| opines Eros Films’ managing di- 
| reetor Sidney Hyams, who recently 
arrived from Britain for a U. S. 
vacation and to scout “new” prod- 
juect. He declared that his firm, 
| which distributes oldies exclusive- 
ly, will probably experience a 
slight recession in business due to 
the expected flood of new Ameri- 
can pictures following the lifting 
of the 75% ad valorem tax. 

But after the initial wave of 
fresh U. S. films has been spent, 
Hyams is confident that exhibs 
will continue to rely upon the “old 
reliables.” He pointed out that 
with the advent of the tax last 
August the reissue market expand- 
ed to take in houses which never 
played the oldies before. Now 
most of these situations wil! retain 
the policy except, of course, the 
deluxers which will return to first- 
runs exclusively. 

Hyams emphasized that the 
oldies have proved be con- 
sistent b.o. for his firm inasmuch 
as the company’s product is large- 
ly action pix and that’s what the 
British public craves. He scoffed 
at the-recent trend toward “psy- 
chological stuff” stressing its lack 
| of appeal for British filmgoers. 

Eros, incidentally, was launched 
less than a year ago when the 
company acquired some 90 pictures 
from’ Universal. About . three 
months ago the firm picked up 25 
more from U and last week ac- 
quired still another 25 from U. 


FORM NEW UNION FOR 
STUDIO COPS, FIREMEN 


Hollywood, April 27. 

New labor union, the Motion 
Picture Protection Guild, consist- 
ing of studio policemen, firemen 
and watchmen, is in course of for- 
mation here, with Neal J. Boyle 
doing the organizing. Move follows 
the dismissal by the National Labor 
| Relations Board of a petition from 
ithe Building Service Employes 
Local 193 for jurisdiction over 
studio guards, watchmen and the 
like. 

Taft-Hartley law provides that 
‘no ynion shall be certified as bar- 
gaining agent for protection work- 
ers if it imcludes other types of 
, employes. 


or 























| 
} ° 
Franco-Spanish Border 
Opening Aids Pix Distrib 
Paris, April 27. 
Reopening of the Franco-Spanish 
_ border is making for easier dis- 
tribution of product in = Spain, 
, especially for the French. Ameri- 
,can distribs are normally handling 
ithe territory direct. 
| Main difficulty in Spanish dis- 
| tribution of American exports 1S 
|the purchase of the necessary li- 
/eense, amounting to about 500,000 
| pesetas, which with dubbing and 


with announcement of his absence (RKO) and “Inside Story” (Rep),| (4th wk). Fine $6,000. Last week,| print costs makes the picture a 


| $15,000 to $20,000 proposition be- 
fore release. 


Spanish audiences for 


go in 


Fine of Tahiti” ¢FC) (reissues). Mild tinters; prefer musicals and 


$20,000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” $6,000. Last week, “American Em- straight dramas; nix psychological 


“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2d wk). 

Holding nicely at $9,000 after good | 4... an. enerecne to- $19,500. 

getaway at $12,400. my. ofa Agana ay ree re | Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)—| 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—, Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— (“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and’ 

“Winter Meeting” (WB). Not up to “Unconquered” (Par). Moderate “Wreck Hesperus” (Col). 

hopes with $14,000. Last week, $9,000. Last week, ‘Mating of 

“Sainted Sisters” (Par), mild $11,-| Millie” (Col), pleasing $8,500. \(SRO), $17,500. 

200. Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—/ Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)—_| 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-55) | “Sign of Ram” (Col). Okay $8,500. 
—‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO). Took } Last week, “Fighting 69th” (WB) 
a beating from crix, but looks big | and “Valley of Giants” (WB) (re- 
$12,000. Last week, wound up 26 issues), same. 

days of “Remember Mama” (RKO),| Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 50-75) 
at great $31,000. “—“Naked City” (U) (4th 


“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Let’s| 
Live Again” (20th) (m.o.). 


pire” (Indie) and “Buckskin Fron- 
tier” (Indie) (reissues), $5,000. 
Shubert (In (1,500; 40-60)— 


twisters, and frown on_ triangle 
Stories. Neither politically nor re- 
ligiously objectionable material, of 


Oke | “Only Angels Have Wings” (Col) course, could pass the censor. 
$12,000. Last week, “Gentleman’s|and “Doctor Takes a Wife” (Col) | 


Spanish production itself is nu- 


Agreement” (20th) (m.o.), $10,500. | (reissues). Oke $5,000. Last week, merous, amounting to about 40 pix 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)—| “Big Clock” (Par) and “Speed to|a year, but aimed mostly for local 


wk). “Buck Privates” (FC) and “South' Burn” (Par) (m.o.), fine $6,500. 


‘consumption. 
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might ride the headlines into the boff background photography.” playoff.” 
| B.O. class.” ~ VARIETY — M. P. DAILY — HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
“First-rate mystery thriller... “Exciting...well made and main- “Shots of bombed-out Berlin and 
Strong cast... Background shots out- _tains interest on high...” Frankfurt alone make it worth the 
standing.” — BOXOFFICE — THE EXHIBITOR price of admission.” 
— DAILY VARIETY 
“Exciting melodrama...mostofthe “Thrilling, absorbing, timely, dra- 
film was made on the scene—Paris, matic.,. Extensive exploitation rec- 
Frankfurt, Berlin...” ommended.” 
—M.P.HERALD —SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 
“Sure-fire boxoffice...melodrama | 
comparable with the best.” | 
— FILM DAILY i] 
| at 








“Fast melodrama backed by solid 
cast and authentic backgrounds... 


“First-rate melodrama...superb 
touches of realism and on-the-spot 


DORE SCHARY in charge of production 


Produced by BERT GRANET - Directed by JACQUES TOURNEUR 
Screen Play by HAROLD MEDFORD | 


“As action display and exploitation 
item, geared for quick, profitable 
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Continued 
One Night with You 


for passing a forged note, and are 
put in jail, while her father and a 


- couple of lovers scour the Bere 


for her. Tenor and girl escape and 
arrive on set in time to save the 
situation. 

Production, direction and acting 
eall for little comment. Martini 
sings well but can do little with his 
part. Miss Roc is badly handi- 
capped by the script and unkindly 
treated by the camera. A little of 
Bonar Colleano’s comedy goes a 
long way—he is too overpowering 
to-have in big doses. Charles Gold- 
mer overacts as the film producer, 
and a number of good artists do 
their painful ulmost to. raise 
laughs. Cane. 


Dreams That Money Can 


Film Reviews 


from page 8 


ithe V. D. problem, to be written 
|and produced in Canada. Canadian 
Motion Picture Productions, Ltd., 
has the cooperation of the Federal 
Department of National Health and 
| Welfare, with animations and clin- 
‘ical scenes supplied by the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. The picture, 
‘financed by Toronto businessmen, 
| cost $66,000 and was produced in 
| 11 days. 

| The original script by Gordon 
|Burwash avoids the usual sensa- 
tionalizing treatment of the sub- 
ject of venereal disease, as was the 
\b.o. draw in such oldies as “The 
End of the Road” and “Damaged 
Goods.” This time, the treatment 
is marked by commendable good 
'taste and restraint; there are no 
clinical sequences of V. D. victims’ 
faces and limbs falling off and the 


Buy | horror angle has been carefully 
(COLOR) |skirted. The film, however, still 
Filin Riehts release of Hans Richter pro- | packs a powerful wallop, its power 
en ge pe ye a = pe Rg mmr even enhanced perhaps by the re- 
from stories and ideas 0 re zeger, | a 
Max Ernst, Marcel Duchamp, Alexander strained treatment. 
Calder, Man Ray; score, John Latouche, | ¢ ; 2 , 
John (Song Louis Applebaum, Paul Bowles, | The Canadian , backers were 
Darius Milhaud; musical accompaniment | astute enough to import a Holly- 
sung by a cometh mer! ie a: wood director, Phil Rosen, who 
samme re (Nodacnrome), ATNOL vLagie i . 
Sth Ave. Playhouse, N. Y., April 23, ‘4s. |used the current in-favor tech- 
Bunning time, ee a eee Oe tee documentary and 
Cust: Jack tittner, Max urnst, Julien : : . —" . = 
oF on Arthur Seymour, Miriam Raeburn, Jo maintained the swift pace without 


Mitchell 


others, 





“Dreams That Money Can Buy” 
is frankly an experimental film 
about the subconscious. It is an 
attempt to find a new cinematic 
technique for expressing the ab- 
stract. It is surrealist and, accord- 
ing to a program note by its 
creator, Hans Richter, “You don’t 
have to understand it to enjoy it.” 


Only a tiny segment of the pub-| 


lic is likely to endorse that esti- 
mate of the picture. Most, includ- 
ing those who have seen more or 
less similar attempts dating back 
20-odd years, may find “Dreams 
That Money Can Buy” neither as 
imaginative, skillful or entertain- 
ing as it should be. It is painfully 
attenuated and progressively tire- 
some. a 

Considering that the picture was 
produced in a Manhattan loft by 
recruits working on a share of the | 
— profits, and that the total | 

udget was only $25,000, “Dreams” 
can be excused a lot. It was origin- 
ally filmed in 16m. Kodachrome 
and then transferred to 35m. stock. 
As Richter Jimself recently said, 
“We created as an artist does, for 
his own responsibility and not for 
the audience.” 

The film consists of various epi- 
sodes strung together in a loose 
continuity about a “heavenly psy- 
chiatrist” and the wish-fulfillment 
visions in the eyes of his patients. 
‘There are a number of erotic 
scenes (which may help popularize 
the picture somewhat), an occasion- 
ally humorous moment and an 
assortment of abstractions .which 





could conceivably mean anything | 


to anybody. As a whole, the film 
is visually unimpressive, particu- 
larly as to color, although there 
are a few effective shots. The 
score, written by different com- 
posers for the various episodes, is 
generally good. 

The already limited appeal of 
“Dreams” isn’t helped by its pres- 
ent showing at the 5th Ave. Play- 
house. When it was caught opening 
day the operators must have been 
doping out their next day’s horse 
bets, for the film was frequently 
projected clear off the screen and 
onto the theatre ceiling, in several 
instances continuing so until the 
audience began whistling and clap- 
ping. As always, the fact that the 
entrance and exit to the house is 
in the front repeatedly caused a 
distraction. And the policy of 
charging 25c. for programs (neither 
the giveaway program nor the 
screen credits is adequate), in addi- 
tion to the 85c. admission, seems 
likely to arouse resentment. Hobe. 


Sins of the Fathers 
* (CANADA) 
Toronto, April 21. 


Canadian Productions release of Larry 
Cromien (Cyril Strange) production. Stars 
Austin Willis, Joy LaFleur, John Pratt, 
Suzanne Avon, Mary Barclay. Directed by 
Phil Rosen and Richard J. Jarvis. Original 
screenplay, Gordon Burwash; camera, Wil- 
liam Steiner; score, Morris C. Davis: con- 
ducted by Samuel Hersenhoren; . editor, 
Richard J. Jarvis. Tradeshown April 21. 
*48. Running time, 93 MINS, 


wr: Gen Mawards. ...i.sctesce Austin Willis 
RO AMON ss «6s sin cacedvetne Joy LaFleur 
Marty. Williams. .......2...000. John Pratt 
PROD oe <0 cvdatoceachheste.: Phyllis Carter 
| SP et eee eee .Sauzanne Avon 
Charlie: Mitchell... ccccscess: Fyank Heron | 
Killen Carter....... oceeees,.-Mary Barclay 
Eiiggine:........ccsceorsee. Gerald Rowan 
a SR ee. ee Pe Norman Taviss 





“Sins of the Fathers” is the first 
feature-length film, dealing with! 


energy. 


any artiness. The script is literate 
and the theme timely, with whole 
undertaking a technical success on 
|photography, background music 
and sound. Excellent acting jobs 
are turned in by Austin Willis as 
|the young medical health officer 
‘attemptmg to clean up the town 
against the opposition of crooked 
politicians in the pay of local vice 
racketeers; Joy LaFleur as _ the 
councillor’s daughter whose V. D. 
infectign swings her father to the 
side of the reform element; John 
Pratt, late of the Canadian Navy 
Show, as the nightclub operator, 
and Mary Barclay as the “nice” 
girl. 

With lack of marquee strength, 
“Sins of the Fathers” will need 
plenty of selling activity but the 
exploitation angles are all there 
and require only imagination and 
McStay. 


Whe Killed Santa Claus? 
(L’Assasinat Du Pere Noel) 
(FRENCH) 


Lopert Film release of Film Rights In- 
ternational production. Stars Harry Baur. 
Directed by Christian Jacques. Adapted 
from. novel of Pierre Very by Charles 
Spaak; special music, Henry Verdun; 
camera, Armand Thirard. At“®venue Play- 
house, N. Y¥., starting April 22, 48. Run- 


ning time, 93. MINS. 

Cornusse (‘‘Santa Claus’’)...... Harry Baur 
The - DATOR. .. ccscececsec. Raymond Rouleau 
CMAMOTING ... 6 oi occ biewesssccise Renee Faure 
Mother Michel......... Marie-Helene Daste 
The school-master......... Robert Le Vigan 
The pharmacist.......0....++ Jean Brochard 
| tt | POOPTUPE TTT TT eee Jean Paredes 
The mayor.........+00.....Fernand Ledoux 
Marie Coquillot............+ Helena Manson 


- 





(In French;* English Titles) 


Produced some years ago, when 
French producers were out 
some of their outstanding pix, 
“Who Killed Santa Claus?,” is a 
vivid meller of odd twists. It 
hasn’t given the late Harry Baur, 
as many opportunities as usual but 
he has enough to do in the Santa 
Claus role to add to this picture’s 
boxoffice. Film should be a strong 
foreign-language grosser, particu- 
larly if judiciously edited and, pos- 
sibly, the title doctored. 

Story points up how children of 
a small French village eagerly an- 
ticipate the town’s Santa Claus, 
actually the community’s tey- 
maker. He always dolls up as Kris 
Kringle and visits with gifts Xmas 
eve. Early attention is focused 
on a costly ring used in Christmas 
eve church services and the re- 
turn of a baron after an absence 
of 20 years. When the ring is 
stolen, the baron bound and tied 
up an unknown man _ wearing 
the Santa Claus outfit is murdered, 
the mystery is off in high gear. 
Charles Spaak has deftly adapted 
the Pierre Very novel while direc- 
tor Christian Jacques keeps sus- 
pence at a high pitch until the ac- 
tual thief and killer is appre- 
hended. 

Considerable has been made of 
a crippled lad who becomes 
gravely ill when Kris Kringle fails 
to arrive on time (because Kris 
was thoroughly soused from taking 
a nip at every home visited). Also, 
the director has injected a peculiar 
sort of romance by having the 











| baron fall in love with Santa Claus’ 


daughter and, in so doing, restores 
her wavering mentality. 

Baur dominates every scene 
in which Raymond Rouleau is 
superb as the young baron. Renee 
Faure is the girl who lives in a 


dream world until she falls for 
the baron. 
Marie-Helene Daste believably 
portrays a half - demented femme; 
Robert Le Vigan is the school- 
master and Jean Brochard’s village 
pharmacist is down-to-earth. 
Besides Jacques’ fine direction, 
Armand Thirard’s lensing (espe- 
cially of the vast, snow - covered 
outdoor scenes) deserves special 
mention. Technically this is one 
of the' best films to come out of 
France in months. Wear. 


Day of Wrath 


(DANISH) 

George J. Schaefer Associates release of 
Carl reyer production. Siars Thirkild 
Roose, Lisbeth Movin; features Sigrid Nei- 
jendam, Preben Lerdoff Directed by 
Dreyer. Screenplay, Mogens Skot-Hansen, 
Poul Knudsen, Dreyer, from novel by Wiers 
Jenssens; camera, Carl Andersson; editors, 
Edith Schlussel, Anne Marie Petersen; mu 
sic, Poul ScRiierbeck. Tradeshown, N. Y., 
April 21, °48 Running time 97 MINS, 
Absalon Pedersson...... Thirkild Roose 
Anne, his wife.........4.. Lisbeth Movin 


Merette, his mother .. Sigrid Neiiendam 


Martin, son by his 

first marriage...........-.Preben Lerdorff 
The BeRaD. .-cccvcccccdeds Albert Hoeberg 
TMPORtIUS. occ ccccccccceses Olaf Ussing 
Herlofs Marte.. Anna Svierkier 





(In Danish; English Titles) 
As the first Danish-made talk- 
ing film to arrive in the U. §S., 
“Day of Wrath” doesn’t augur well 
for future film importations from 
Denmark, Hampered as it is by 
the unfamiliar speech, which slows 


titles, the picture is tedious to the 
extreme. Any market, even for 
the art houses in this country, will 
lie strictly with the Danish-speak- 
ing population. 

Film’s chief trouble lies in the 
gratingly plodding pace. And the 
heavy story, unlightened by the 
slightest sign of comedy relief, 
will militate against the film’s box- 
office potential here. 
Producer-director Carl Dreyer 
has apparently taken his cue from 
Russia’s famed Sergei Eisenstein 
in attempting to use certain cam- 
era techniques to help tell the 
story. But he is no Eisenstein. 
Camera moves slowly from scene 
to scene, with no apparent rhyme 
or season. 

Story, set in 16th century Den- 
mark, deals with the family of a 
town pastor. He’s responsible for 
committing to death at the stake 
a woman accused of witchcraft. 
Before she dies, shes charges him 
with having spared another witch 
because he was in love with the 
witch’s daughter, whom he sub- 
sequently married. Interwoven is 
a romance between the young wife 
and the pastor’s grown son by a 
former marriage. As was to be ex- 
pected, it all ends in a tragedy 
that rivals the most tragic tales of 
Shakespeare. 

Cast does nothing to lighten the 
film’s load. Romantic leads, in ad- 
dition, are not overly attractive by 
mountings are in keeping with the 
American’ standards.’ Production 
film’s darker aspects. Stal. 


‘Mistress’ Title 


1934 English book of the same 
title, written by T. H. White. 

Miss Young pointed out that 
approval of the title request would 
in no way be taken as any general 
relaxation on use of the word 
“mistress” in picture labels. There 
are frequent attempts to register 
with the MPAA such marquee lures 
as “Mister and Mistress” and 
“Mistress of the Night.” 


Board also nixed Edward L. Al- 
person, indie producer for 20th- 
Fox, on a request for permission 
to register the title, “Rose of Cim- 
arron.” Metro opposed him on it, 
claiming too much similarity to 
“Cimarron,” which it is planning 
to remake. RKO produced the 
original picturization of the Edna 
Ferber novei in 1931 and Metro 
acquired remake rights in a,.deal 
with RKO 10 years later. 

Metro objected when Alperson 
first moved to register the label 
with the MPAA title bureau and 
the case went to arbitration in 
February. Arbiters Kenneth Um- 
breit, RKO, Adolph Schimel, Uni- 
versal, and Harry D. Buckley, 
United Artists, upheld Metro and 
their opinion was sustained by the 
MPAA board on an appeal by Al- 
person. 


Wilde, Wife Teamed 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Columbia will co-star Cornel 
Wilde and his wife, Patricia 
Knight, for the first time in “The 
Lovers,” a story about a parole of- 
ficer and a femme parolee. 


Filming starts in June with S. 
Sylvan Simon as producer. 











the action despite adequate sub- | 








Continued from page & 


man’s Agreement” since the origi- 
nal Igoe decree came down under 
a special dispensation from the 
court. When that pic folds, B & K’s 
product problem will grow even 
more acute. 


Decision found RKO guilty of 
granting illegal clearances along 
with Par and 20th, which also are 
held guilty of setting arbitrary 
clearances after B&K playdates 
John Balaban, B&K general man- 
ager; William Gehring, 20th’s ass’t 
saleshead; and Jack Lorentz, mid- 
west district manager for 20th, 
were found guilty on clearances 
but freed of contempt because 
they acted on advice of counsel. 
Guilty alone on civil contempt, 
three companies must only pay 
court costs and legal expenses. 


Lawyers’ Stance 


Industry lawyers see the refusal 
of Judge Igoe to hold Paramount 
in contempt for its selling method 
as highly significant. Par set min- 
imum terms for exclusive and non- 
exclusive licensing — a system 
which the court did not find viola- 
tive of the decree. For instance, 
for “Where There’s Life,” Par 
asked $3,500 against a percentage 
for exclusive suburban runs and 
$2,500 against a percentage for 
non-exclusive playdates. It it’s 
okay under the strict Chi decree, 
|it’s probably just as valid under 
ithe general decree now before the 
|U. S. Supreme Court. 

Other distribs are now expected 
to continue their present sales sys- 
tems in Chi. RKO is selling on a 
non-exclusive basis with one con- 
|dition—that if two houses are 
'within 14% miles of each other, 
highest bidder takes the film. City 








first and subsequent runs. 
'is also peddling its product com- 
petitively. 

Industry legalites see three im- 
portant principles won by the con- 
tempt decision. First, court in- 
dicated that the ban on clearances 
is not necessarily perpetual. Sec- 


ond, double features are in order 
so long as the JP has an oppor- 
tunity to negotiate for these pix. 
Third, JP has a right to negotiate 
for any film but not a guarantee 
that it’ll get the picture. 





More % Deals 


Continued from page 3 


Inc. Decline in use of that outfit 
is expected to stop, now that the 
swing back to percentage deals has 
been effected. 

Return to selling films via per- 
centage is based mostly on the 
strong product lineup now forth- 
coming from all the majors. With 
the market gradually levelling off 
and with most of the top films 
looking as though they'll do good 
business, the sales chiefs believe 
that some form of percentage sell- 
ing best guarantees them their fair 
percentage of the biz. Majors look 
to stronger rentals, consequently, 
as Offsetting any increase in distri- 
bution costs made necessary by the 
expanded use of checkers. 


Checking most of the percentage 
pix is still necessary, according to 
one sales exec, since there’s been 
no perceptible decline in the 
amount of exhibitor chiseling. He 
pointed to the steady number of 
suits being filed against recal- 


citrant exhibs by the majors. Even 
that isn’t a true indication of the 
chiseling, he said, since the dis- 
tribs only file court action when 
they can’t settle with the exhib out 
of court. 









Metro Hosts 


Continued from page 3 


the North Central Allied conven- 
tion here last month when Berger, 
in the midst of an attack on Para- 
mount, tossed bouquets at M-G-M 
here for the consideration it shows 
to independent exhibs who have 
complaints and problems. 

This is one of the few times 
Berger has said anything nice 
about distribs. General manager 
of Berger’s own circnit, Ted Bol- 
nick, later said from the floor that 
he didn’t share. Berger’s kindly 
feelings toward Metro. 

He and his organization and the 
two big co-op buying combines 
here are still on the war path 
against Paramount and are, in 
effect, refusing to buy from it. 









New Palestine Pic to Be 
Offered in US.; Star Hurt 
15 Hrs. Later in Bombing 


Jerusalem, April 19. 


A new full-length film, “1 Speak 
for Yordania,”* has been taken to 
the U. S. by Norman Lourie, presi. 
dent of Palestine Films, Inc. The 
pic will be shown in Palestine 
within three months. Starring Ar. 
thur Sroka, the pic was completed 
15 hours before he was seriously 
injured in the Ben Yehuda Street 
explosion Feb. 22. It was directed 
and written by Joseph Krumgold, 
who was co-author on the RKO 
film, ‘Magic Town.” 

Marian Kantorowicz, director of 
the Levant Film Corp., who has re- 
turned from a trip to Europe, has 
been appointed representative of 
the Polish state film company, Film 
Polski, in Palestine. 


Com’I Films 


Eee continued from page ’ ——— 









other Sponsors to arrange for the 
production of such films and then 
handle the distribution. 

Interest of Skouras and other 
exhibs in hypoing their income by 
adding the ad pix to their bills re- 
sulted in bringing the whole issue 
to the attention of MPAA board 
last Thursday (22). It was recalled 
curing debate there that a similar 
influx of commercial films about 10 
years ago had resulted in a resolu- 
| tion requiring the pix to be labeled 
and to be passed by the~MPAA’s 
Advertising Code dministration. 

“Upon the title or introductory 
frame of each print of any motion 
picture advertising (excepting trail- 
ers for advertising feature pictures 
|and short subjects) there shall ap- 





has been divided in 15 zones by | Pear at all times during the dis- 
20th-Fox with each zone having a 
Metro | 


tribution and exhibition of each 
such print an insignia containing 
| the words ‘Advertising Code Cer- 
| tification, MPAA, No——.,’ and 
parallel with the center of the in- 
signia and in the center of the 
same frame in letters of the same 
style, weight, color and prominence 
as those of the main title, and in 
size not less than one quarter of 
the size of the letters of such main 
title, there shall appear the fol- 
lowing words: “This Is An Adver- 
tisement.’ ”’ 
Fear Press Attack 

Reasoning behind the current 
objection to the pix is that with 
the industry already suffering from 
bad public relations it would be 
foolish to provide more ammuni- 
tion for the critics by attempting 
to foist sponsored films on ticket- 
buyers under the guise of enter- 
tainment. It: was also suggested 
that newspapers, radio and other 
media which depend on advertis- 
ing for their existence, would re- 
sent theatres poaching on their 
bailiwick and add further grist to 
the “sock Hollywood” mill. 

The ruling commer- 


regarding 
cial films which the MPAA dug 
out of mothballs reads: 





Trumbe-Lawson 


Continued from page 5 


panel was selected on exactly the 
same basis as the one for the Law- 
son trial, it’s unlikely the motion 
will be upheld. 

Attorneys for Lawson filed mo- 
tion for a new trial Firday (23), al- 
leging 17 reasons why the court 
erred in not acquitting him of con- 
tempt of Congress charges. Ad- 
gument on the motion is set for 
May 21. 


Lawson’s counsel lambasted 
Judge Edward Curran for giving 
“contradictory and improper’ in- 
structions to the jury, which they 
claimed, in effect, were a direction 
to convict him. ‘Stressing what |s 
to be the backbone of their defense 
of the other “nine unfriendly wit- 
nesses,” the lawyers charged Cur- 
ran erred in instructing the jurors 
that the~question on Lawson's al- 
leged Communist affiliations was 
“pertinent and within the jurisdic- 
tion” of the House Un-American- 
ism Committee’s pix inquiry. 

Charge was also made that the 
court erred in refusing to hear de- 
fense testimony from John House- 
man, Richard Watts, Jr., Louis B. 
Mayer, Irene Lee, Mare Connolly, 
Ben Caplan and other pix and 
Congressional figures. 





Texas Exhib Elected Mayor 
Woodville, Texas, Apri! 27. 
J. Wood Fain, owner and opera- 
\tor of the Fain theatre here and 
‘three other theatres, has been 





elected mayor of this town. 
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DENVER POST 

A delightful piece. Will 
capture your affection 
completely. 


GREAT FALLS 


TRIBUNE 
New and Different 
Movie. 
A “smash hit.” 


Art and culture com- 


bined with entertain- 
ment to come up with 
“box office.” 


INDIANAPOLIS 
STAR 


A refreshing novelty. 
Grown-ups will find it 
entertaining, too. 

It has suspense. 


KANSAS CITY STAR 


A movie to which 


mother and dad need not’ 


hesitate to take the chil- 
dren. Grandmother and 
grandfather will like it, 


too. And uncles and aunts. 
NEW YORK TIMES 


A wonderfully differ- 
ent time. 
. There’s no reason why 
One and all shouldn’t find 
this a very pleasant and 
unusual divertissement. 

A full round of -ap- 
plause for an extraordi- 
nary entertainment, 
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NEW YORK SUN 


Youngsters could prob- 
ably watch forever. The 
birds are remarkable. 


N. Y. DAILY NEWS 
Enchantment awaits 
at the Gotham Theatre. 
Exciting. Delightful. 
Circus and the love birds 
amazing, daring. 
New unusual and ar- 
tistic. 
Well worth seeing. 


N. Y. 
DAILY MIRROR 


Most unusual, a push- 
over for the kids and 
charming for adults. 

A gem, unique and 
amusing. 


N. Y. 


HERALD TRIBUNE 
Fantasy, farce, whimsy 
= entertaining 


m. 
A delightful modern 
fairy tale. 


N. Y. WORLD 
TELEGRAM 


Something more than 
just a bright trick to 
amuse the kiddies. A 
pleasant little gem of 
light hearted gayety. 


N. Y. JOURNAL- 
AMERICAN 


Astonishing charm. 
Deserves the special 


Oscar it recently got. 


a 


A 











OREGON 


JOURNAL 
Novel bit of film en- 
tertainment. 


THE OREGONIAN 


Fabulous Flicker. 
Dangblastedest movie 
since old T. Edison brain- 
stormed with his magic 
lantern. Hard-hearted 
critics, predict “Bill and 
Coo” will be the most 
talked-about film in 
years. Slightly more than 
terrific. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
NEWS 


Amazing production. 


Intriguing and unique 
film: An enchanting, al- 


most unbelievable picture. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
CHRONICLE 


Something to chirp 
about. Fresh, cute, clever. 

Will astonish as well 
as tickle you. The whole 
thing should prove 
mighty amusing to any- 
one. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
EXAMINER 


Bill, you were magnif- 
icent—a lovebird actor 
with all the qualities of 
a sophisticated Gable, 


rugged Wayne and hand- ; 


some Peck. 
As much fun for 
grownups as youngsters. 
Engaging from start 
to finish with romance 
and suspense. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


CALL BULLETIN 

Novelty, the like of 
which you’ve never seen 
before. 

Different. Charming. 

A diverting novelty 
for anyone’s money. 


SEATTLE TIMES 


An hour of sheer de- 
light. Almost incredible. 
Exceptional entertain- 
ment for all the family. 


WASHINGTON 


EVENING STAR 


It ought to give the 
young and the young in 
heart a pleasant hour. 

Told with a great deal 
of charm. 


WASHINGTON 
TIMES HERALD 


A definite avian 
triumph. . 

A new chapter in 
flicker history has been 
made. 
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Par 


Finishes Sales Decentralizing 
Via Donohue Chi Move; Xchange News 





Decentralization of Paramount’s¢ 


sales setup will be completed May 
1 when J. J. Donohue, company’s 
eentral division chief. opens per- 
mmanent offices in Chicago. Dono- 
hue will locate himself and his 
staff in the present Paramount ex- 
change building. He'll also move 
his family to Chi. 

Process of placing division top-| 
pers on locale started last year) 
when George A. Smith, western 
head, opened quarters in Los An- 
geles and Earle W. Sweigert, mid- 
eastern chief, dittoed in Philadel- 
phia. Only one of the four division 
heads to stay at the ho. is Hugh 
Owen, eastern and southern mana- 
ger. No change is contemplated for 
him 


Business of decentralizing was 
adopted by Par’s distribution vee- 
pee Charles M. Reagan as an an- 
swer to increased flexibility re- 
quired by decree selling pilus a 
desire for closer servicing of ex- 
hibs. It’s part of the streamlining 
preeess which has seen partial 
elimination of district chiefs, with 
some of them moved up to ass’t 
divisional heads. 





‘Father Dunne’ St. Lee Preem 
St. Louis. 

World preem of “Fighting Fath- 
er Dunne,” based on life of the 
late Rev. Peter Dunne, founder of 
a newsboys’ home here, skedded 
for Fox theatre, May 11. 

James McCann succeeded late 
Charles Conrad on Monogram 
sales staff here. McCann recently 
co®ered Des Moines for 20th-Fox. 
* Maury Davis, manager of Will 
Rogers, indie nabe here, to Boston 
for a checkup. 

Jack Harris, Warner salesman 
for St. Louis branch, drove his 
auto into a ditch near Van Buren, 
Mo., during a reeent- rain storm, 


by the D. of J. and the film is to be 
in the can by May 15. 

Film is designed for showing be- 
fore special welfare and community 
groups interested in forming com- 
munity confabs on juve delin- 


his former post as local branch 
manager, and Jack Cohan, branch 
manager, resuming his old job as 
sales manager handling Twin City 
accounts. Harry Levy, present 
Twin City salesman, will be given 
another assignment. Levy’s tenure 
of service entitled him to retire at 
half-pay, but he preferred to re- 
main active. 





* WB, RKO Add te Albany Staffs 


Aibany. 
Harry Aranove, assistant booker 
for Warners, promoted to salesman. 





quency. Attorney General Tom | 
Clark is asking mayors of large | 
cities to broach screenings of the | 
film by local exhibs. 





RKO Moves Wynn to K. C. 


Kansas City. 

Change at RKO-Orpheum here 
brings in Ted Wynn as first aide to | 
Lawrence Lehman, managing direc- 
tor. Wynn formerly was with Chi- 
cago RKO branch as-.salesman and 
also in theatre exploitation. Re- 
places Jack Tiernan, who goes to 
Grand Rapids, Mich., as Keith the- 
atre manager. 





MPA’s Job Service 


Motion Picture Associates have 
set up an Unemployment Service 
committee which will aim to place 
out-of-job persons in the metropol- 
itan New York area who've had ex- 
perience in the film biz or abled 
fields. It’s the first time in the his- 
tory of the org that committee of 
this type will operate. 

Committee will be headed by 
Bert Sanford of Altet, Inc. Other 
members are Ralph Pielow, Metro; 
Ed Fabian, Fabian circuit; Emanuel 
Frisch, Randforce circuit; and Ira 
Meinhard, Pacime Film Delivery. 





Coulquhon’s EL Atlanta Post 


Norman J. Colquhoun tapped by 
Eagle Lion as branch manager in 
Atlarita, replacing Nelson Towler. 
Colquhoun moves over from post of 
southwestern district manager for 
Republic. 








but was not seriously injured. 

The Elks, 600-seater of Frisina 
Amus. Co., Olney, lL, undergoing 
face lifting. 

Walter Rieder sold his Port in 
Brookport, fll., to Joe~M. Saxon, 
Paducah, Kl. Rieder, who operated 
a jewelry store along with his film 
house, now will handie only his 
store. 

Howard Weodall quit as man- 
ager of Brenda Ann,,Ciarkton, Me., 


‘for trucking business; succeeded by 


Oscar Riddle. 





Par Chi Regional May 24-26 
.— 


hicago. 

Paramount will hold Central di- 
vision sales meeting here, May 24- 
26. Confab will be first here since 
Jim Donahue moved his headquar- 
ters to Chicago. 

All former directors of B&K re- 
elected at annual stockholders’ 
meeting April 20. 


3 Quit Cleve, WB Exchange 
Cleveland. 
Tony Stern, Lew Ratner and 
Marvin Samuelsen are resigning 
from Warners exchange here May 
1 to organize an indie film buying- 
service bureau for nabe exhibitors. 
Company to be known as Ohio 
Theatre Service also will help ex- 
hibs on tax and exploitation prob- 
lems, according to Samuelson, 
manager of concern. He was with 
WB 18 years as assistant film buyer 
and booker. Stern was film buyer 
15 years, while Ratner was comp- 
troller and contact manager 18 
years. 


L. E. Davidson in Biz for Self 
Sioux City, Ia. 

L. E. Davidson, city manager of 
six Sioux City theatres, resigned 
to enter private business for him- 
self in the operation of the new 
700-car Drive-In theatre to be lo- 
eated in Sioux City. Davidson has 
been associated with Publix and 
Tri-States interests for 20 years, 
mostly in Sioux Sity. 

The new Sioux City Drive-In is 
scheduled to open latter part of 
May. Other Drive-In locations are 
under consideration, and more 
theatres will be added to the Sioux 
City Drive-In theatre as time per- 
mits. A. Don Allen, who has been 
in charge of Tri-States advertising, 
replaces Davidson as city manager. 


TOA’s Juve Delinquency Pic 

Theatre Owners of America has 
elosed with RKO Pathe for the lat- 
ter to make a two-reel documen- 
tary, “Report for Action,” as the 
teeoff in TOA’s drive on juvenile 
delinquency in conjunction with 
the Dept. of Justice. Script has al- 
ready been completed and okayed 











Harrington to RKO in Dallas 


Dallas. 
L. E. Harrington new RKO city | 
salesman here. 
Douglas Desch promoted from 
office manager to RKO sales man- 
ager in Dailas. 

Walter Hansen from 20th-Fox -to 
RKO as head booker. 

Hoblitzelle Foundation bought 
downtown property on which the 
Majestic theatre in Houston is Io- 
cated for $625,000. 

Dallas city council turned down 
two requests for Drive-Ins to be 
built in Oak Cliff section. Permits 
were sought by Underwood & 
Ezell and by Hawkins Golden. 





W-K’s Austin Shrine Bowl Chief 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Jack Austin, city manager here 
for Wilby-Kincey, elected chair- 
man of the Shrine Bowl board of 
governors for coming year. Shrine 
Bowl grid game each year nets 
ds far the Shrine Hospital 
for Crippled Children at Green- 
ville, S. C. Last year the Shriners 
were able to net $60,000 on game. 





Par’s Chinich te Cincy 
Salt Lake City. 

Jesse Chinich, booker with In- 
termountain Theatre, Inc., Para- 
mount affiliate, transferred to Cin- 
cinnati, to do buying booking for 
Northie Theatres, also a Par af- 
filiate. 





Jersey Allied Meets June 28-30 

Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey’s 29th annual convention 
June 28-30 at the Hollywood hotel, 
West End, N. J. Wilbur Snaper 
named by prexy Ed Lachman as 
convention chairman. Convention 
committee chairmanned by Harry 
Lowenstein; reception committee 
by Haskell Block. 





Grainger at Chi Regional 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
exec-veepee in charge of distribu- 
tion, presided at a two-day sales 
conclave held over past weekend 
at Blackstone hotel, Chicago. Meet- 
ing was attended by reps from nine 
midwest branches. Grainger was 
accompanied at the Chi huddles 
by assistant general sales manager 
Edward L. Walton. Latter has re- 
turned to N. Y. while his chief has 
moved on to visit company’s Den- 
ver, San Francisco and Los An- 
geles branches. 





M. A. Levy Back to Old Spot 
Minneapolis. 
Elimination of district managers 





'Gives WB two salesmen out of Al- 


bany. He takes a spot left vacant 
when James M. Moore was dropped 
in recent economy drive. Moore 
now is Paramount salesman. 

RKO and Warners recently put 
on two salesmen here. Howard 
Goldstein was promoted. by RKO 


\from head booker to salesman, fill- 
ing spot open since last fall when 
John Rubach was dropped off pay- 
roll. Rubach now sells for UA here. 





Nat Beir FC Besten Manager 
Nat Beir named manager of Film 


Classics’ Boston exchange, replac- 
ing Maurice Green, resigned. 





Calgary House Seld 


Calgary, Alta. 
Garry theatre, Calgary, bought 
by J. M. Danyluk, former radio 
shop operator. 





FWC_Ups Eight 


Los Angeles. 
Ralph Hathaway, who started 


with Fox West Coast as an usher, 


appointed manager of Guild, first- 
run theatre, succeeding Dick Pri- 
chard, resigned. 

Other new FWC managers are 
Frederic Smith, the La Brea; Wil- 
liam Rose, the Mesa; Jimmy Swam- 
storm, the Stadium; Asher B. 
Shaw, the Westlake; Gene Bur- 
goyne, the Bunday; William Aus- 


|mus, the Nuart, and Marvin Brown, 


the Park. 





Berger to Make Metro Award 
Minneapolis. 
Bennie Berger, head of North 
Central Allied and independent 
circuit owner, goes to Mexico City 
this week as Metro’s guest to make 
the presentation of a gold pin from 
the company to the branch man- 
ager there. It’s in recognition of 
the latter’s 20 years of service. 
Distributors here are working 
out a new clearance schedule to 
try to satisfy some independent 
nabe and suburban exhibitors who 
are complaining the present one 
gives tec big an advantage to the 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit). 





$20,000 St. Lee Facelifting 
St. Louis. 
St. Louis Amus. Co.;.has ear- 
marked $20,000 for facelifting at 
its Manchester, South St. Louis. 
Business men in Nameoki, I11., 
(pop. 2,800), with no film 
are raising funds to build a modern 
house. 


Canada Radio Serial 
Set for Quebec Pred. 
Second Film in July 


Montreal, April 27. 

Plans for Quebec Productions 
Corp.’s second pic have finally been 
announced by president Rene Ger- 
main and executive producer Paul 
L’Anglais. New Canadian com- 
pany, which produced the “Whis- 
pering City”’-“‘La Forteresse” bi- 
lingual pic, now being distributed, 
in 1946 at its St.-Hyacinthe Studios 
here, has just bought the screen 
rights to Claude Henri Grignon’s 
story, “Un Homme Et Son Peche” 
(“A Mam and His Sin’). This is 
the book that won for Grignon the 
Province of Quebec Literary Prize 
10 years ago. Shortly after this, 
he was commissioned by the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Co. to write a 
radio serial based on the book—a 
serial that has been running, five 
nights a week, ever since. 

According to present -plans, “A 
Man and His Sin” will be produced 
in French only at a cost from 
$200,000 to $350,000. Prints with 
English, Spanish and Italian sub- 
titles will also be made while there 
is a possibility of Portuguese sub- 
titles being also employed. Ger- 
main is presently in France to con- 
fer with Marcel Pagnol and Mau- 
rice de Ganonge, who will be 
offered direction of the picture. 
Production schedule now calls for 
40 days of shooting, starting in 








by 20th-Fox finds M. A. Levy, dis- 
trict manager here, returning to 


early Juiy. 
be shot in Ste. Adele. 











“Command Decision” (Gable-John- 
son-Pidgeon-Hodiak-Brian Donlevy- 
Charles Bickford); “Date With 
Judy” (Beery-Jane Powell-Eliza- 
beth Taylor); “Julia Misbehaves” 
(Garson-Pidgeon-Peter Lawford); 
“Sun in the Morning” ‘(Jeaneite 
MacDonald-Lloyd Nolan); “The 
Bribe” (Robert Taylor-Ava Gard- 
ner; “Act of Violence” (Heflin-Rob- 
ert Ryan); “Easter Parade” (Gar- 
land-Astaire); “Vespers in Vienna,” 
which studio announces will have 
three top males, three top femmes. 


Twentieth is also shooting stars 
with “Walls of Jericho” (Linda Dar- 
nell, Cornel Wilde, Ann Baxter, 
Kirk Douglas, Ann Dvorak); “Let- 
ter to Four Wives” (Darnell-Soth- 
ern, six others not yet announced); 
“Burlesque” (Grable-Dan Dailey- 
Oakie-June Havoc, Richard Arlen); 
“That Lady in Ermine” (Grable- 
Fairbanks, Jr., Romero); “Road 
House” (Ida Lupino-Wilde-Celeste 
Holm-Richard Widmark); “Deep 
Waters” (‘Dana Andrews-Jean Pet- 
ers-Romero-Anne Revere). 

Also on the 20th list are “Give 
My Regards to Broadway” (Dailey- 
Naney Guild); “That Wonderful 
Urge” (Tyrone Power-Gene. Tier- 
ney); “Yellow Sky” (Gregory 
Peck—others to be announced); 


“Unfaithfully Yours” (Rex Harri- 
son-Darnell); “Shamrock Touch” 
(Power-Anne Baxter); “Street 
With No Name” (Mark Stevens- 
Widmark); “Martin Rome” (Ma- 
ture-Conte); “Snake Pit” (De- 
Havilland). 


Upcoming at Paramount are “A 
Foreign Affair’ (Jean Arthur-Diet- 
rich-John Lund); “Great Gatsby” 
(Ladd-Betty FieldMacdonald 
Carey); “Sorrowful Jones” (Hope- 
Lucille Ball-Bruce Cabot); “Tatlock 
Millions” (Barry Fitzgerald-Wanda 
Hendrix-John Lund-Monty Wool- 
ley-Robert Stack-Ilka Chase); “Isn't 
It Romantic?” (Veronica Lake- 
Mary Hatcher-Mona Freeman-Billy 
deWolfe); “The Accused” (Loretta 
Young-Robert Cummings); “Con- 
necticut Yankee” (Crosby-Bendix- 
Hardwicke); “Whispering Smith” 
(Ladd-Robert Preston-Brenda Mar- 
shall); “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
(Stanwyck - Lancaster-Carey -Anne 
Richards). 

RKO has upcoming “Honored 
Glory” (Cary Grant-Robert Mit- 
chum -Robt. Ryan-Sinatra); “Rachel 
and Stranger” (Loretta Young- 
Mitehum-William Holden); “Berlin 
Express” (Oberon -.Lukas - Ryan- 
Chas. Korvin); “Fort Apache” (Shir- 
ley Temple-John Wayne-Fonda); 
“The Family” (John Wayne, others 
to be announced); “The Three God- 
fathers” (Wayne, Pedro Armendar- 
iz, Harry Carey, Jr., others); Sam 
Goldwyn’s “Song Is Bern” (Danny 
Kaye-Virginia Mayo-Tommy Dor- 
sey-Charlie Barnet-Benny Good- 
man-Louis Armstrong-Hugh , Her- 
bert); “Take Three Tenses” (Teresa 
Wright-David Niven-Cathy O’Don- 
neil - Farley Granger); Disney’s 
“Two Fabulous Characters,” Crosby 
and others to be announced; “Mel- 
ody Time” (Andrews Sisters-Fred 
Waring-Freddy Martin-Jack Fina- 
Dennis Daye-Frances Langford-Roy 
Rogers-Sons of Pioneers - Buddy 
Clark). 


Warners’ biggest are “Key Lar- 
go” (Bogart-Bacall-E. G. Robinson- 
Lionel Barrymore); “Fighter Squa- 
dron,” with most of lot’s male stars; 
“Rope” (James Stewart-John Dall- 
Farley Granger - Hardwicke - Con- 
stance Collier); “John Loves 
Mary” (Ronald Reagan-Jack Car- 
son-Patricia Neal-Wayne Morris- 
Edward Arnold-Virginia Field); “A 
Kiss in Dark” (Jane Wyman-Niven- 
Wayne Morris-Victor Moore); 
“Johnny Belinda” (Wyman-Lew 
Ayres-Chas. Bickford-Agnes Moore- 
head); “Romance On High Seas” 
(Carson-Janis Paige-Don Defore- 
Oscar Levant); “Silver River” (Er- 
rol | aa ana Sheridan-Bruce Ben- 
nett). 


Universal’s entries are “Charm- 
ing Matt Saxon” (Robt. Montgom- 
ery-Louis Hayward-John Payne- 
Audrey Totter); “Another Part of 
the Forest” (Fredric March-Ann 
Blyth-Edmond O’Brien-Dan Dur- 
yea-Florence Eldridge); ‘One Touch 
of Venus” (Ava Gardner-Robert 
Walker-Dick Haymes-Eve Arden- 
Olga San Juan); “Abbott & Costello 
Meet Frankenstein” (A & C, Lon 
Chaney, Jr., Bela Lugosi). 

Selznick has “Mr. Blandings” 
(Cary Grant-Myrna Loy-Melvyn 
Douglas); “Greatest Show on 
Earth,” in which Selznick an- 
nounced he’ll cast the entire Ring- 
ling Circus contract list; ““Paradine 
Case” (Gregory Peck-Valli-Ann 
Todd-Louis Jourdan-Ethel Barry- 





Stars for B.0. Fireworks 


Continued from page 5 


more-Chas. 


Laughton-Chas 
burn); “Portrait of Jennie” , 
nifer 
rymore); Y 
Bride Should Know” (Shirley Tent 
ple). 

Republic’s top contenders 


Jones-Jos. Cotten-Ethe! — 


“What Every 


“Moonrise” (Dane Clark-Gai] Rus- 
sell-Ethel Barrymore); “Drums 
"Along the Amazon” (Vera Ralston. 
George Brent-Brian Aherne-Con. 
stance Bennett); “I, Jane Doe” (Ral. 
ston-John Carroll-Ruth Hussey). 
Columbia has “Superstition 
Mountain” (Larry Parks-Glenn 
Ford-William Holden-Evelyn Keyes. 
Janis Carter-Marguerite Chapman. 
Nina Foch); “Man From Colorado” 
(Wm. Holden-Ford-Ellen Drew). 
Eagle Lion: “Let’s Live a Little” 
(Hedy Lamarr-Robert Cummings- 
Anna Sten); “Hollow Triumph” 
(Joan Bennett-Paul Henreid-Leslie 
Brooks); “Ruthless” (Zachary Scott- 
Louis Hayward-Diana Lynn-Sydney 
Greenstreet-Lucille Bremer- Martha 
Vickers). 
- United Artists’ roster includes 
Benedict Bogeaus’ “On Our Merry 
Way” (James Stewart-Henry Fonda- 
Paulette Goddard-Dorothy Lamour- 
Burgess Meredith-Fred MacMur- 
ray-Harry James-Victor Moore- 
Hugh Herbert); “All’s Well” ‘La- 
mour-Chas. Laughton-George Mont- 
gomery-Sara Alligood-Hugh Her. 
bert-Constance Collier-Ernest Tru- 
ex); Wm. Cagney’s “Time of Your 
Life” (James and Jeanne Cagney- 
Bill Bendix-Wayne Morris-Paul 
Draper); James Nasser’s ‘Innocent 
Affair” (MacMurray-Madeleine Car- 
reli-Buddy Rogers-Rita Johnson); 
Robert Golden’s “Texas, Brooklyn 
and Heaven” (Guy Madison-Diana 
Lynn-James Dunn-Audie Murphy); 
Samuel Bischoff’s “Pitfall” (Dick 
Powel!-Elizabeth Seott-Jane Wyatt), 
Enterprise’s “Arch of Triumph” 
(Bergman - Boyer - Laughton - Cal- 
hern). 


| uA Distrib T erms | 


must still get the producer's per- 
mission, but if he fails to give it, 








obligation to provide distribution 
in that territory. 

Fees for foreign distribution re- 
main pretty much as before. How- 
ever, if branches are closed and 
licensees named, UA can add a 
10% commission for itself on top 
of the licensee’s terms. 

Distrib has added a considerable 
number of producers to its roster 
during recent months. One reason 
is that its setup enables it to han- 
die unusual films, such as Ed Pe- 
skay’s Mexican tinter, ‘““The Angry 
God,” and W. Lee Wilder’s “The 
Vicious Circle,” that few other dis- 
tribs are geared to sell. 

Deal is also attractive to some 
producers who can provide all 
their own financing, since they can 
add to their take by the fact they 
don’t have to part with a share to 
the releasing company. Other po- 
tential producers, of course. are 
prevented from doing business 
with VA because they require aid 
on financing, which UA is not ina 
position to give. There was a big 
swing away from UA to Eagle Lion 
last year because of the latter's 
liberality in providing production 
financing, but the trend has about 
stopped and is said in some circles 
even to have reversed. 








Rank’s Invite 


Hmm Comtinued from page 3 


personally conducted tour of Brit- 
ish studios and theatres. 

Myers has agreed, it’s said, to 
lend a hand in the selection of 4 
representative group of indie ex- 
hibs from different parts of the 
country. Whether delegates from 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
rival unit to Allied, will also be 
ticketed for the junket poses a nice 
question since Myers has never 
recognized TOA as an indie organ- 
ization. Allied leader is a personal 
friend of Rank’s, it’s said. 

British tycoon’s invite to Yank 
theatre ops immediately preceded 
his the return ship to 
England following his recent U. S. 
visit. It’s all part of the Britishers 
campaign to build the popularity of 
Anglo pix in the U. S. market. 5° 
far, Rank office hasn't fixed the 
number of invitees which it wont 
determine until huddles with Myers 
take place and, possibly, with other 





exhib leaders. 


the company is no longer under. 
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Walt Disney. They will 
post. ‘on the international division 


ttee. 

r, incidentally, is one of 
cusp committees set up by 
(ennston this year. It is chair- 
manned by Gerald M. Mayer, di- 
rector of the MPAA’s international 
Bivision. The other new one is the 
ign legal 
seirmaaned by Roger C. Clement, 

of Paramount. 
Establishment of the two groups 
reflects the growing preoccupation 
f the Association with the prob- 

ems of foreign markets. 
Others on Slate 

Republic’s prexy, Herbert J. 
Yates, and counsel, Theodore R. 
Black, and Monogram-Allied Art- 
ists’ board member and foreign 
chief, Norton V. Ritchey, were 
elected to the MPAA directorate 
at the session. Rep and Mono-AA 
joined the MPAA in the past year. 
All other directors were reelected. 
Also reelected were Franeis S. 
Harmon and Joseph I. Breen as 
veepees. Fred W. DuVall, acting 
treasurer, was named treasurer. 
and Sidney Schreiber, general 
counsel, became secretary. They 
replace George Borthwick, who re- 
signed as secretary-treasurer after 
taking an extended leave-of-ab- 
sence several months ago because 

of his health. 
Other officers named by the 
board were Stanley Weber, assist- 






advisory committee, 


mount, as head of the solicitations 
committee. 

Committee chairman renamed 
are Jack Cohn, membership; Joe 
Vogel, theatres; Nate Blumberg, 
public relations; Ned Depinet, com- 
munity service; John Whitaker, 


educational services; Maurice 
Bergman, ad-publicity; Charlies 
Schiaifer, ad advisory: Austin 


Keough, law; and Edwin P. Kilroe, 
copyright. 








Skouras Stresses 


—mm ceomtinued from page 5 





rencies in all countries except 
where the tax halted releases of 
new product. 
Lower Inventories 

For the first time drive for econ- 
omies in production is reflected in 
film inventories. Total reached an 
alltime high in October, ’47, 
'Skouras declared, when a maxi- 
mum of $55,796,491 was hit. By 
ithe end of ’47, figure came to $53,- 
834,094, which was still $1,135,314 
higher than at the close of the year 
before. 


Eastman Sales Up 29% 
Ist 3 Mos. to $92,000,000 


Eastman Kodak’s sales jumped 
29% for’ the first quarter of the 
current year and reached a total 
of $92,000,000, company announced 
yesterday (Tues.). Considerably 
less rate of increase, however, is 
predicted for the second quarter. 
First-quarter sales last year came 
to $71,500,000. 


Average increase of: prices as of 
March 31 was 17% over August, 
1939, while wages rose 87% and 
Yaw materials 70%. Shortage of 
both 16m and 8m film will continue 
thgpugh the summer, EK said. This, 
despite greater percentage of in- 
crease in product of narrow-gauge 
film than any other line handled 
by the company. 


20th Proxy Statement 
Discloses Skouras And 
~ Tanuck Top Payrolls 


Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox’s 
prexy, maintained his hold during 
1947 to the top salary spot for film 
company heads with an annual 
paycheck of $253,200, proxy state- 
ment circulated among stockhold- 
ers discloses. Closest to him is 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Metro’s chief, 
who received $224,767. Darryl F. 








Pointing up the continued prog- 
ress in that direction, comparison 
shows that pix now before the 
cameras are valued at $10,100,942 
against $12,398,713 on the same 
date last year. Films completed 
and in release are practically <ta- 
tionary at $17,210,837, while the 





ant treasurer; John McCarthy, 
assistant secretary; 
Howie, assistant secretary and as- 
sistant treasurer in the Hollywood 
office. All are MPAA employes. 
Johnston renamed all standing 
committees of the past year. He’ll 
continue as chairman of thé? exec 
committee, with the only change 
being Sam Schneider replacing 
Robert Perkins as Warner Bros. 
rep. DuVall will helm the finance 
committee and Albert Howson, of 
WB, the title committee in place 
of Adolph Schimel, of Universal. 
Stewart McDonald, of WB, will 
chairmen the research committee, 
succeeding Donaid Henderson, of 
20th. U’s John O’Cennor will re- 
place Barney Balaban, of Para- 
SORTER Sua Sau vet ae rE RSS AARE OAR AS Pe RO eR RGRNONST 





3% ‘hours 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
or your travel agent 
Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center © Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway © Hotel St. George 


Paramount for $50,000; “Paradise 
ERICAN Lost, 1948,” by Lionel Shapiro, 
+bought by Universal-International 


. AIRLINES | 





500 Modern Rooms 


,. With bath and radio 
Everything New but the Name" 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring © Los Angel 
geles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 


Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 


ea ¥ 
OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSION Sines 


Now Specializing r 
in Refreshment | 


from Coast to * 








James_ §S.! 


main bug is in completed but un- 
| released films which has now 
|}mounted to a peak $22,208,913. 

| Company has borrowed $5,000.- 
000 on a revolving credit of $25,- 
000,000 which was set up with a 
group of banks in September, 1947, 


Zanuck, however; continued as the 
|highest' paid 20th exec with the 
| production veepee taking $260,000 
'for the year. Zanuck is No. 2 on 
ithe salary ladder for production 


| chiefs, still trailing Metro’s Louis 
|B. Mayer who was handed $500,000. 


Salary collected by Tom Con- 
nors who vacated the post of dis- 
tribution veepee in June of °47 
didn’t suffer much of a decline by 
reason of the step, proxy reveals. 
Connors, who’s still collecting $52,- 
000 yearly as consultant for five 





statement discloses. Its current as- 
sets totaled $106,527,968 at the end 
of last year against current liabili- 
ties of $28,887,694. That’s an im- 
provement over the $103,055,004 
in current assets and $33,748,750 in 
current liabilities recorded at the 
close of °46. 

Decline in domestic boxoffice is 
tagged by Skouras as a “return 
to normal.” Company topper -de- 
clares that it’s impossible to fore- 
cast the outcome or effect upon 
future financial position or opera- 
tions of company of the pending 
anti-trust action. 

Stoek earnings for the year came 
to $4.81 per share on the 2,769,016 
shares of common outstanding 
against $7.90 in 1946. 

Net profit for the fourth quarter 
amounted to $3,395,541, considera- 
bly under the $6,399,720 for the 
same period of 1946 but well ahead 
of the $2,206,320 earned during 
the third quarter of '47. 

















3 Story Buys 


Continued from page 3 


buys is that they all have political 
angles. One of the books has an 
anti-Communist theme and_ two, 
laid in postwar Italy, were delayed 
in their sale until studios were 
certain that the Commies had lost 
the election there 10 days ago. 
Yarns are “After Midnight,” by 
Martha Albrand, purchased by 


for $22.000, and “The Conspirator,” 
by Humphrey Slater, bought by 
Metro for $40,000. 

“After Midnight” is to be serial- 
ized by the Saturday Evening Post 
and then will be published by Ran- 
dom House; probably late this year. 
It concerns an American GI who 
returns to Italy to locate and bring 
justice down on an Italian who be- 
trayed him during the war. 


years, raked in $94,425 for the 
year. That sum was partly drawn 
from the $110,000 annual rate paid 
aim while sales topper and the 
$1,000 weekly given from June on. 

Third highest officer and direc- 
|tor was exec veepee William C. 
Michel who was paid $117,600 for 
the year. Other officer-directors 
receiving more than $20,000 annual 
stipend were Murray Silverstone, 
foreign chief, $96,850; Donald A. 
Henderson, secretary - treasurer, 
$64,891. and Wilfred J. Eadie, 
comptroller, $53,900. Eadie took 
a pay boost of $8,575. 

Heaviest holder of company 
common stock among the officer- 
directors is Zanuck who now has a 
block of 100,129 shares in his own 
name and 30,000 shares in family 
trust funds. Only other large 
holder is Skouras with 5,260 shares 
held individually and 42,000 added 
shares in the name of other mem- 
bers of his family. 

Largest outside, holder appears 
to be the Massachusetts Investors 
Trust which, as of March 23, was 
listed for 60,000 shares. Other 
officer-director holdings are minor, 
varying between one share and 
2,500. 

Proxy notice calls for reelection 
of 13 incumbent directors at the 
|annual stockholders’ meet, May 18, 
‘at the company’s homeoffices. 
That’s a reduction of one from last 
‘year’s 14 directors since no re- 
|placement has been provided for 
| Connors. 


U’S REGULAR DIVVY 
Universal has declared a quar- 
terly dividends of $1.06%4 per 
share of its 444% cumulative pre- 
ferred stock. 
Divvy is payable June 1 to stock 
holders of record May 15. 


M-G’s Brit. Plans 


i «ontinued from page 4 




















“Paradise Lost, 1948” is a novel- 
ette by the author of “Sealed Ver- 
dict,” book recently picturized by 
Paramount and now awaiting re- 
lease. It’s about an American 
gangster who is deported to Italy 
and is regenerated through the 
love of an Italian noblewoman. It’s 
expected to have mag serialization. 

“Conspirator” was published by 
Harcourt, Brace last week and got 
top reviews. Central figure is a 
high-bern Englishman who is on 
the general staff of the British 
Army, but is secretly a Communist 
and spies for Russia. He marries 
without consent of the party. His 
wife discovers his secret and he’s 
ordered to liquidate her. He makes 
a try at it, but apparently his con- 
science causes him to miss his aim. 
He then believes Soviet secret po- 
lice are shadowing him and he | 
commits suicide. 








the British tax agreement. Spencer 
Tracy and Deborah Kerr will be 
the only Hollywoodians in the “Ed- 
ward” cast, with the other actors 
all to be recruited in England. 
Film is based on a British play by 
Robert Morley and Noel Langley. 
George Cukor will direct; with Ed- 
win Knopf producing. 

Metro also revealed this week 
that “Quo Vadis” had been set for 
lensing in Italy. Film is to be pro- 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr. on 
funds frozen in Italy. Script is now 
being prepped by Sonya Levien 
from the Henry Sienkiewicz novel. 
Mannix said it was doubtful Metro 
would shoot any other films in 
Italy this year. Rainy season lasts 
all winter in Italy, he said, and 
“Quo Vadis,” which will get an 
early summer start, will last at) 


St. Louis. 


_ Upped construction of Drive-Ins 
in this area is starting to worry 
firstrun exhibitors. With biz stead- 
ily shrinking, they see no turn of 
tide until this form of competition 
is halted. Fred Wehrenberg, largest 
indie theatre owner in St. Louis, 
bought the 66 Park-In theatre, 
at Sappington, St. Louis county, 
with 800-car capacity, from Flexer 
Drive-In Theatre, Inc. 

This Drive-In was opened last 
summer. 

The construction of a 1,000-car 
Drive-In in another part of county 
by Wehrenberg and Clarence Kai- 
mann, another indie, may be com- 
pleted before end of the summer. 

In addition to these two, there 
is one at Des Peres, Mo., a short 
distance from downtown St. Louis. 
Henry Holloway is erecting an- 
other near Creve Coeur, also in 
this county. A fifth Drive-In is in 
operation near East St. Louis. 





2 New Texas Houses 





| Brownwood, Texas. 
J. E. Newman opened Sunset 
Drive-In here. Hans Smith, owner 
| of Irving and Rio, announced plans 
| for new 900-seat house at Irving. 





| Youngstown Drive-In Opened 
Youngstown, O. 
Southside Drive-In here opened 
season, being one of three to be 
operated this summer by Youngs- 
town Drive-In Theatres. A North- 
side unit and a Westside Drive-In 
are now under construction. 





Mo.-Kans. Drive-Ins On Upbeat 
Kansas City. 

Spring weather sees more inter- 
est in Drive-Ins than in any previ- 
ous year. Tri-State Drive-In Thea- 
tre Co. opened its new Drive-In 
at Joplin, Mo., April 17. Tri-State 
operates with Commonwealth Thea- 
tres. 

Commonwealth expects to have 
the Crest Drive-Ins south of K. C. 
ready about June 1. Another in 
Clay County, north of here, also 
is being readied. Dickinson Circuit 
also opened its 69 Drive-In at 
Pittsburgh, Kans., April 17. 











Detroit’s 1,050-Car Drive-In 

Detroit. 
Gratiot Drive-In on Masonic 
Boulevard opens this week. Hailed 
as world’s largest of its type, it 
accommodates 1,050 cars. Asso- 
ciated Theatres, operators, has ar- 
ranged a playground for children. 


Northern N. Y. Drive-In Upbeat . 
Albany. 
Surprise development in Drive- 
In situation hereabouts is the num- 
ber being built in tWe northern 
part of N. Y. It had been thought 
the summer season might be too 
short in that area, but Drive-In 
operators think otherwise. 
Drive-Ins now under construc- 





St. Loo Firstruns See Drive-Ins Cutting 
Into Ther Biz; Other Theatre Building 


- 





a4 


tion in northern part of state in- 
clude ones at Massena, Potsdam, 
Adams, Glens Falls and Hoosick 
Falls. Also John Gardner has 
started a Drive-In at Burlington in 
northern Vermont. Donald Giison, 
Army veteran, built the first north- 
ern tier Drive-In at Canton last 
year. Gilson is erecting another 
at Massena. The Papayanakos 
boys are building one near Pots- 
dam. F. Chase Hathaway is be- 
hind the Drive-In under construc- 
tion between Hoosick Falls and 
Bennington, Vt. William H. Haupt 
is the builder at Glens Falis. 











| Exhibs Wonder 


Continued from page 3 ; 


children’s admissions are falling 
off. ATOI takes the opposite tack 
quoting one of its members as © 
the conviction “that the best thing 
to do would be to stop reduced 
children’s admission prices.” “Only 
reason he has not done it is his 
reluctance to take the lead in such 
a policy,” bulletin said. 

As one way out, Allied unit 
quotes the unnamed member as 
seeing possibility of a program of 
different pix for matinees and eve- 
ning shows. “An exhibitor with 
an A and a B house in a town 
might work out a variation ef such 
a program,” it’s said. Or special 
kiddie shows might be staged with 
adult fare on other days. “We 
don’t say we agree with this 
100%,” bulletin winds up, “but at 
least in efforts to make the kids 
happy let us not increase the num- 
ber of non-movie geing adults from 
50,000,000 to 75,000,000.” 
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GIANT 4 ENGINED 


Douglas airliners. 


TELEPHONE CIRCLE 6-300! 
Reservation Office Open te 11 P.M. 


TRANS ATLANTIC AIRWAYS 
Operating under authority of CAA & CAB 
12 M. ¥. OFF: HOTEL LINCOLN, Sth AVE. 45th ST. 
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WINTER MEETING 


wm JANIS PAIGE - JAMES DAVIS 
BRETAIGNE WINDUST - HENRY BLANKE 


WARNER THEATRE | 


=B'way 51st « Opens 10:30 AM* Late Midnight Film 
PT SRE RRR EE PEERS Tee ee 





E 
© 
























CLARK GABLE| , "=" 
LAWA TURNER | “™ CUGAT 
Anne JONN Special! Extra! 
BAXTER - HODIAK | sumeuy * 

Homecoming | CAPITOL 








—— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALE——— 
tocketetler Center 4 
Speneer Katharine Van J 
TRACY © HEPBURN © JOHNSON 
Aagela Adolphe Lewis 3 
LANSBURY - MENJOU - STONE 
in Frank Capra's “STATE OF THE UNION” 
Presented by M-G-M and Liberty Films 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 








Tri-State’s Omaha Drive-In 
Omaha. 
New Drive-In located near city’s 





boundary set to open in May. Tri- 





‘least until the rainy season sets in. 'states is operating. 
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Maj. Armstrong Calls the Plays As 
Tobey Launches Probe Into RCA 





4 


Washington, April 27. + 
A full-scale probe of Radio 
Corp. of America’s handling of FM 
and television over the past decade 
is under way here, and the chips 
are already hitting the “inno- 
cent” bystanders. Acting Senate 
Commerce Committee Chairman 
Charles Tobey stunned his col- 
leagues by launching the new 
probe singlehanded as the clear- 
channel sessions droned to a close 
last Friday (23). 
Tobey is soloing the inquiry in 
the Commerce Committee but FM 
inventor Edwin M. Armstrong 1s 
plainly calling the plays. : 
First formal hearing on RCA’s 
tele patents and intentions to- 
ward upstairs video was due to 
open this week, but probably won't 
be skedded until next. In a sur- 
prise move, Tobey recalled NBC’s 
Ray Guy to the stand late Friday, 
and shot out a barrage of questions 
on RCA’s tele patent and licens- 
ing policies. Pitch of the queries 
was that RCA’s monopoly in set 
manufacture means the company 
can pretty well determine what 
kind of tele people get. 
Feels Public ‘Bamboozled’ 


Tobey made it clear he feels the 
public is being “bamboozled” into 
buying low-band sets. He demand- 
ed: “Is it true the royalty paid by 
a manufacturer who uses RCA’s 
patents is the same percentage 
whether he uses your. television 


Thackrey’s ‘Package’ 


Contract whereby Warners 
takes over the Thackrey tele- 
vision license in Los Angeles 
(as detailed on P. 1) is a pack- 
age deal, with the Thackreys’ 
two Coast AM stations also 
thrown in. Purchase price is 
reportedly $800,000. 

Two AM stations are KLAC, 
Hollywood, and KYA, San 
Francisco. Since Warners now 
operates KFWB in Hollywood, 
it will have to dispose of - 
KLAC or KFWB under the 
FCC’s duopolicy rule. Package 
price is reportedly low because 
the tele license includes only a 
permit to build a_ station. 
Thackreys have had the tele 
construction okay for more 
than a year but haven't yet 
started to break ground on a 
station. 

Negotiations for the sale 
have been in progress for sev- 
eral months, with the. price 
representing the stymieing 
factor until now. Newspaper 
outfit originally asked $1,100,- 
000 for the three stations. 
Both Metro and CBS had also 
offered to buy the video per- 
mit but refused to take over 
the AM stations also. CBS sub- 
sequently bought the L. A. 
Times’ tele license. 





system or not?” and again, “If an 





RCA-Licensed manufacturer wants 
to: produce CBS color equipment, 
would he have to pay RCA a li- 
cense fee on the color sets he turns 
out using the CBS system?” 

Both double-barrelled queries 
stopped Guy completely, with the 
result that Tobey demanded RCA 
veepee C, B. Jolliffe report back to 
the committee with full info on 
RCA’s tele patent situation, the 
company’s investment in tele, total 
set sales and names of all govern- 
ment biggies “loaned” RCA video 
sets. 

Info on outstanding patents on 
color and high-band tele was also 
requested. Guy scored, however, 
when the New Hampshire solon de- 


(Continued on page 39) 


AM Boys Look For 
TV in Their Future 


A pertinent sidelight to the 
scramble for television § station 
grants is the mounting uneasiness 
to be found among top manage- 
ment and sales personnel in indie 
radio operations around the coun- 
try. Especially in cases where sta- 
tions have no hope of bridging into 
video not a few such executives 
are beginning to query themselves 
about theirs personal outlooks and 
to give thought to lining up with 
an AMer which is set with a TV 
grant. 

This looking around fora spring- 





Kid Show Combo 


WNBC Hypo 


WNBC, N. Y., has come up with 








KLZ’s COMMERCIAL MANAGER 


MAIN MORRIS 


KLZ sells treatively; sells ideas 
rather than time.: Main Morris has 
been selling ideas for 25 years, has 
handled some of the largest radio 
accounts in the Denver region. 


KLZ, Denver 


Cleveland In 


Stew on Indians 


Game Airings 


Cleveland, April 27. 
Broadcasting of the Cleveland 
Indians games by WJW and a net- 
work of at least 12 AM-FM< stations 
has brought on a hectic verbal ex- 
change between baseball fans, 
tribe prez president Bill Veeck, 
and WJW that threatens to go to 
the FCC. The present setup calls 
for WJW to broadcast full cover- 
age from starting time on FM and 
over its network for the sponsors, 
Standard Brewing Co. 











a sock audience payoff as a result 
of its comboing last year of four 
NBC kid shows with four local 
moppet stanzas to round out a 
3%4-hour block: of juvenile enter- 
tainment Saturday mornings. 

NBC flagship launched its revo- 
lutionary concept of Saturday 
ayem block programming for chil- 
dren on March 1, 1947. The July- 
August interim month share-of- 
audience figures by Hooper placed 
WNBC in sixth place among N. Y. 
stations Saturday mornings with an 





8.3. 

Subsequent reports showed this 
share climbing steadily, from 8.8 
to 10.5, 12.0, 13.8, 13.5, and 14.9. 
Qn the February-March report, 
just issued, WNBC is in first place, 
with a 20.4, a gain of 5.5 over the 
preceding figure. 


"WE MAY BE BACK IN 
FALL’: KAISER-FRAZER 


Kaiser -Frazer’s four -a- week 
“Newscope” runs out of time on 
Mutual next week. It was a $1,- 
600,000 gross billing venture which 
never pleased anybody nearly as 
much as it did the sponsor. Auto 
outfit, however, may only take a 








board to the new medium is ex- 
pected within the trade to become 
increasingly manifest as the num- 
ber of available channels, particu- 
larly in the major markets, decilne. 


WHLI’s ‘Light That Fails’ 


Elias Godofsky’s nine-month-old 
Hempstead, L. I., operation, WHLI- 
WHNY (FM), which lit a fire un- 
der the Long Island Railroad snafu 
several months ago with a series 
of hard-hitting documentaries, is 
going after the light-and-gas utili- 
ties now with a string of factual 
dramas ealled “The Light That 
Fails.” 

Series, teeing off next Sunday 
(2) for a three-week run, is being 
scripted by Cilfford Evans, station 
veepee, and Rhoda Cantor and will 
be narrated by WHLI’s Bob Harris, 
ex-Paramount Newsreel commenta- 
tor. Stanzas will take up L. IL 
Lighting Co.’s rates and service, 
project having been cued by a gas 
rate hike which the station claims 
has ex-GIs on the island in a dither 
as to whether they’ll be able to 
maintain their homes. 


GF’S MINUTE RICE SPOTS 


General Foods is spotting day- 
time minute announcements on 80- 
odd stations on Minute Rice, with 
ong campaign slated to start May 








same name who does 


summer breather before having 
another try at the kilocycles. Web 
is reported talking to K-F about a 
half-hour week night show plus a 
quarter-hour Sunday evening stan- 
za for fall. ‘ 

For the present, Mutual will 
move the Danton Walker-Hy Gard- 
ner “Twin Views of the News” stint 
back an hour into “Newscope’s” 
8:45 period Sundays, starting May 
9, and will plug the K-F stanza’s 
7:30 Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday 
segments with a rotation of com- 
mentators from the MBS roster. 

One of those who’ll be tabbed 
occasionally for these spots, for the 
first time on a sustaining.basis on 
Mutual, is William L. Shirer, who 
has a sponsored Sunday afternoon 
spot on the web. Others to take a 
turn in the 7:30 segments are Al 
Warner, Cecil Brown, Henry La 
Cossitt, Cedric Foster, Bill Cun- 
ningham and Robert F. Hurley. 


Brennan Exits Rooney Show 


Hollywood, April 27. 
With the exit of Frederick Haz- 
litt Brennan as scripter of the 





from a continued story to separate 
episodes with only a loose connect- 
ing plot thread. 

Samuel Taylor, magazine and 
film writer (not the scripter of the 
“Willie 





Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


Piper’) is the new author. 


Mickey Rooney program, it changes | 


The rub starts on the AM out- 
let, where ' WJW, because of ABC 
network commitments, can’t pick 
up ball games until 3 p.m. With 
the games starting at 2, WJW 
maintains network affiliation to 
present “Bride and Groom” until 
3. “Ladies Be Seated” and the Paul 
Whiteman show are électrically 
transcribed and played back after 
the game. 3 


Hullabaloo rises from chorus of 
fans having only AM receivers 
wanting to know how come FM 
gives full games while AM can’t 
Caught in the “why” is Bill Veeck, 
who inked the contract with knowl- 
edge of commercials holding up 
broadcast of full season’s activi- 
ties. Veeck now says he’ll take the 
entire issue to Cleveland’s City 
Council to urge that councilmen 
pass a strong resolution in behalf 
of baseball broadcasts. 


The Tribe’s prexy, never known 
to shirk from a boxoffice promo- 
tional, is reported to believe that a 
strong resolution can be directed 
to the FCC in that the FCC might 
go on regord as saying WJW need 
not feel its ABC commitments hold 
when a public service is involved. 
Commercially-sponsored broadcast 
of all ball games is to be consid- 
ered public service. 


Radio people feel that airing of 
entire issue before countil © will 
merely confuse the situation and 
will tend to put radio in the dog- 
house with the onus of not broad- 
casting full coverage on radio. 
WJW pointed out that it can broad- 
cast complete Saturday, Sunday 
and holiday home games. Nearly 


(Continued on page 38) 


ABC, MCA Plan Talent, 
Original Play Showcase 
As ‘Guild’s’ Summer Sub 


Radio counterpart of legit’s barn- 
yard circuit may turn up on ABC 


this summer as the fillin for U. S. 


Steel’s hour-long “Theatre Guild 
on the Air.” 


Program veepee “Bud” Barry is 
mulling a dramatic series which 
would be built in cooperation with 
Music Corp. of America and pres- 
ent original plays with grade A 
talent who'd “play ball” on the 
prospect of developing fall package 
possibilities. Series would be di- 
‘rected by Charles Vanda and titled 
“American Theatre.” 


Alternative to such a strawhatter 
probably would be a light musical 
stanza, Barry says. “Guild” takes a 
hiatus from the 9:30-10:30 Sunday 
night segment. 








Red-Faced 


es 


Lend-Lease 


Washington, April 27. 


There will be more than two dozen red-faced bureaucrats and 
politicos when acting’ Senate Commerce Committee chairman. 
Charles Tobey (R., N.H.) gets a complete list of the government 
figures to whom RCA has “loaned” video receivers. Tobey dropped 
his bombshell request for names and numbers during a committee 


hearing last Friday (23). 


The solon said he was informed Commissioner Robert F. Jones 
was the only F ‘C’er to turn down RCA’s offer. About a dozen 
RCA and several DuMont and Philco video sets are on loan to 


Commissioners and FCC department heads, 


RCA attorney Gus 


Margraf explained that it was “standard procedure” for equipment 
nfanufacturers to lend their equipment during the development of 


new radio services. 


The practice has been followed at FCC for 


@ Years in both the AM and FM fields as well as tele. FCC spokes- 
men explained that attempts to get money for new equipment, 


—the U. S. Senate. 


other than that used experimentally by the engineers, have been 
gouged in budget recommendations. 

President Truman is among those loaned an RCA video set. 
Favored group also includes some members of Tobey’s own club 








No More Music Calls 
For Lee & Lawrence 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Co-producing and writing team 
of Dinah Shore’s “Call For Music,” 
Bobby Lee and Jerry Lawrence, 
have called it quits—and right now. 
They said they were fed up on the 
Philip Morris crowd upsetting their 
show every week by ordering tunes 
changed a day before air time. 
They denied reports there had 
been any clash-with the show’s per- 
sonalities and insisted everything 
was harmonious on the show. 

Bill Brannon and Bob Smith, 
producer and writer, respectively 
of the Jack Smith program, take 
over for four weeks while the 
Smith show is in town. Permanent 
replacements are now being 
studied by Biow’s Jack Runyon. 


G&S Summer Cycle 
On Canadian Web 


Toronto, April 27. 

New summer replacement sus- 
tainer tees off May 4 when Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. will launch 
a 13-week series of all the Gilbert 
& Sullivan operas in the standard 
repertoire, plus others rarely pre- 
sented. Hour-long productions will 
be carried over the Dominion net- 
work of the CBC and will emanate 
from Toronto. 

Producer is Ernest Morgan, with 
Geoffrey Waddington directing 
large orchestra and chorus. Prin- 
cipals are Jean Haig, soprano; 
Edmund Hockridge, baritone; Wil- 
liam Morton, tenor; Nellie Smith, 
contralto; Eric Tredwell, baritone. 

Schedule is “H.M.S. Pinafore,” 
May 4; “Pirates of Penzance,” May 
11; “Mikado,” May 18; “Iolanthe,” 
May 25; “Yeomen of the Guard,” 
June 1; ‘“Gondoliers,’ June 8; 
“Patience,” June 15; “Ruddigore,”’ 
June 22; “Trial by Jury,” June 29, 
“The Sorcerer,” July 6; “Princess 
Ida,” July 13; “Utopia Limited,” 
July 20; “The Grand Duke,” July 
27. 


BLONDELL AS BOOTH 
SUB IS STALEMATED 


Negotiations for Joan Blondell 
to step into the lead role of the 
new CBS situation comedy orig- 
inally intended for Shirley Booth 
have been temporarily stalemated. 
Miss Blondell is embarking on a 
vaude tour with Milton Berle, 
opening at the Pittsburgh Gardens 
April 30, and although the deal ap- 
pears set for her to take on the 
radio program, it’ll probably mean 
holding up the audition for a cou- 
ple of months until she’s at liberty 
again. 

Miss Booth exited the show last 
week following differnces with 
the network programming brass as 
to how the role should be played. 


Elman’s 3-Hr. ‘Dick Tracy’ 


Dave Elman and Tom McDon- 
nell have obtained the rights to a 
half-hour version of “Dick Tracy” 
from the Daily News Syndicate. 
The assignment doesn’t interlock 
with the “Tracy” quarter-hour ver- 
sion which ABC carries as a daily 
strip on a co-op basis. 

The Sweets Corp. of America 
sponsored a half-hour “Tracy” ses- 
sion for a brief run during the 
1945-46 season on ABC. Elman 











and McDonnell recently disposed | 


of disked versions of “Gasoline Al- 
ley,”” owned by the same syndicate, 








to Autolite. 





Progressives 
Seek to Retain 
Durr in Radio 


Washington, April 27. 

Progressive outfits in and out- 
side’ the radio field are already 
hard at work here trying ‘to line 
up another spot where retiring 
FCC Commissioner Clifford J. 
Durr can “operate in the public 
interest.” Several have declared 
publicly they would like to have 
his services as a combo lawyer- 
lobbyist to plug for causes he has 
espoused at the radio agency. 

Move started when President 
Truman revealed last week that 
Durr had refused his offer of re- 
appointment for another seven- 
year hitch in government. The 
Commissioner himself says he has 
made no plans beyond June 30, 
when his present term expires. 

It’s generally believed, he isn’t 
interested in another government 
agency assignment, hasn’t made up 
his mind about private law prac- 
tice, and has several teaching of- 

(Continued on page 41) 


War Dept. Snags 
AFRA Show Sale 


Hollywood, April 27. 
AFRA’s proposed ‘Command 
Performance” radio program, for 
which a sponsor was ready to sign, 
has fallen through because the War 





Department refused to clear the’ 


title. The series would have paid 
$3,000 a week to the union’s wel- 
fare fund, but Secretary of War 
Kenneth Royall wouldn’t waive the 
title, which the Armed Forces Ra- 
dio Service used for a program it 
aired to the troops overseas during 
the war. The prospective client 
wouldn't take the show under any 
other tag, presumably lest he lose 
the potential audience of ex-GIs a 
“Command Performance” _ title 
would bring. James Saphier ped- 
died the package for the union. 


‘This is thé third disappointment 
AFRA has had in trying to get its 
own sponsored radio show to un- 
derwrite a welfare fund for the 
union. The first was the “Show of 
the Year” stanza, which Don Stauf- 
fer, of the Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles agency tried to sell 
to Pall Mall, but finally couldn't 
deliver because of inability to 
guarantee clearances from _ the 
sponsors of other programs slated 
to be repeated. The second was a 
“Comedy Theatre” show which 
Gulf considered as a possible re- 
placement for “We, the People,” 
but passed up when a choice time 
spot couldn’t be lined up for it. 

In every case, the basic gimmick 
of the proposed series has been 
guest appearances by name stars 
for less-than-esjablished fees. 


Tex Ritter’s Bid Okayed 


San Antonio, April 27. 

Tex Ritter, film star, and W. K. 
McCauley, operating as the Bexar 
Broadcasting Co., have been 
granted a license by the FCC for a 
new standard broadcast outlet here. 
Station will operate daytime hours 
on 990 kilocycles with a power of 
1,000 watts. 


This will give this city eight 
standard broadcast outlets, with 





three of them daytime operation. 


—_ > 





I 





er 


ee cee 


eves oa apes cae gate 

















—_ > 











INN 

















io ah as 

















e Der Bingle Finds a Sideline 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 


Atlantic Refining Co. and Reich’s Sealtest Ice Cream, co-sponsors — 
of Pittsburgh Pirates’ baseball broadcasts, practically got their in- 
vestment back opening three days of the season when Bing Crosby 
monopolized the play-by-play mike over WWSW and a regional 


network to smack o 


the biggest local Hooperating in history. 


Der Bingle, v.p. of the National League entry, came on for the trio 
ef clashes with the Chicago Cubs and spent game times in the 
broadcastin, booth with Rosey Rowswell. 

Crosby c«!'2@ the plays for five innings in the first game, about 
six in the second and seven the third. Rowswell wouldn’t let him 
get off the air, and general consensus of opinion among the listen- 
ers was that Bing could qualify for a job as an ace sportscaster 
any time he decides to give up groaning. 

In addition, Crosby gave WWSW a beat by broadcasting a five- 
minute interview that was practically a monolog during the pre- 


opening game ceremonies from Forbes Field. 


cracks about Hope were howls. 


The inevitable 


Last season Crosby also came on 
for Pirates’ opener and likewise did some play-by-play calling but 
not as extensively as this season. 





—— 








Hinterland Rumblings Gain Force: 
_ Are Giveaways Giving Radio Away? 


Low rumblings are coming from + 


the outlands over the networks’ 
loading of the ether with contests 
and giveaways. Disgruntled letters- 
to-the-editor and grumbling to re- 
tailers apparently haven’t 








Like Gibraltar 


Prudential is planning to con- 


any-| tinue its usual light-classic ‘series, 


where reached thunderous pitch| With Eileen Farrell, as its sum- 
yet, but it doesn’t take a seismo- | ™er replacement for “The Family 


graph to discern an 
groundswell of listener reaction 
that may well mount to tidal pro- 
portions. 

Listeners who faithfully make it 
a point to catch prize-loaded airers 
week after week, sometimes after 
having dished out coin to qualify 
for a try at the assorted giveaways, 
can’t be blamed, it’s argued, for 
developing a vested interest in the 
eventual. outcome. But, as in the 
quip that hardly anyone knows 
anybody who’s ever been called by 
Hooper, hardly anybody knows 
anybody who’s copped a giveaway 
fortune, so astronomical are the 


odds among the millions who 
listen. Result is an _ inevitable 
diminishing of interest as time 
passes. 


Sample of dialer reaction seem- 
ingly gaining ground comes out of 
Portland, Me. Gag going. the 
rounds there is that the only dough 
won locally in a national radio - 
test was the $18 pocketed by a 


(Continued on page 40) 


Annual Stel 
-Tug-of-War On 


The annual ABC-CBS tug-of- 
war for the lucrative U. S. Steel 
billings (represented by the 60- 
minute “Theatre Guild of the Air” 


show) has started anew, now that 
the client is looking ahead to the 
1948-'49 broadcasting season. Thus 
far it's been ABC all the way as 
the successful bidder, although last 
season it was necessary to advance 
the Sunday night show a half-hour 
from 10 to 9:30 to win U. S. Steel’s 
favor. 

CBS, anxious to cop the show to 
fill its Sunday night commercial 
program void, and to boost its rev- 
enue by $2,000,000, jumped the gun 
on ABC and made its pitch to the 
Sponsor a few weeks back. ABC 
followed through last week, con- 
fident that the way the web has 
built the show up to an 11 rating 
rom scratch will redound to its 


favor when renewal time comes 
around. 


‘CORLISS’ DONS STRAW 
HAT FOR BOB HOPE 


Bot Hollywood, April 27. 
Pliny Hope’s summer replacement 
a 13 weeks starting June 15 will 
Fs Corliss Archer,” recently 
para by Campbell soup and 
Wat ently sustaining on CBS. Janet 
, aldo continues in the name role 
and Bert Prager produces. 


F Among the shows submitted by 
Be uh Davis, of Foote, Cone & 
: ing to Lever Bros., “Corliss” 
‘on Out over the new Cass Daley 
Siluation comedy piece. 








—"* 


adverse | Hour” 


this season. The account 
had been considering switching to 
a semi-pop show, siarring Joan 
Edwards. 

Benton & Bowles is the agency. 


Radio Directors 
Guild to Ballot 
On Tele Also 


Ballots will go out this week to 
the entire national membership of 
the Radio Directors Guild in a ref- 
erendum proposing change of the 
A.F.L.-affiliated union’s name to 
the Radio and Television Directors 
Guild. The move presages a 
stepped-up effort by the guild to 
win tele cue-throwers to its ranks. 
At present, only the CBS video di- 
rectors in New York are covered 
by RDG contract. 

Concurrently, the guild is squar- 
ing away for a drive, following 
the pattern of the Radio Writers 
Guild’s recent move, to seek con- 
tracts covering freelance radio di- 
rectors, who form the largest seg- 
ment of RDG membership, Free- 


Dizzy Dean Is Moiderin 
De Kings Inglish Oncet 
More in 0] Sain Looey 


St. Louis, April 27. 

Jerome H. “Dizzy” Dean, who 
has no master in murdering the 
King’s English at a mike, returned 
to the local radio field Saturday 
(24) when, teamed with France 
Laux, began the broadcasting of all 
games played by the St. Louis 
Browns over WIL. Until Wednes- 
day (21) the Browns had been un- 
able to find a bankroller for the 
b.b. stuff, but just three days be- 
fore the local American League 
season teed off the Falstaff Brew- 
ery Corp., bankroller of the 
Browns’ games last season, was 
signed to a 50% pact. The baseball 
club is trying to find another spon- | 
sor to share the expense of the | 
programs. 

Until this season Dean was, 
paired with Johnny O’Hara, a) 














° } 
‘was recognized as one of the best 


KWK sports gabber but O'Hara | 
was dropped for’ Laux who, until | 
KMOX discontinued airing b.b.,| 


sports gabbers in the midwest. 

In the meantime the Griesedieck 
Bros. Brewing Corp. has increased 
its b.b. network to 47 stations in 
five Mississippi Valley states and 
Oscar Zabner. v.p. of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, which has the suds maker 


ES BUSTIN’ OUT ALL OVE 








AEXALL-B'WAGON 
-CHAIN-REACTION 


The radio trade—both in New 
York and in Hollywood — was 
alerted this week to the repercus- 
sions stemming from the most sen- 
sational agency - client - network- 
talent developments in an other- 
wise lethargic season. 

Speculation was rife as of yes- 
terday (Tues.) as to the outcome of 
a series of highly-involved and 
widely-debated deals involving 
three agencies, two top comedy 
shows and NBC. As trade events 
go, they were rocking, in view of 
their alarming overtones. 

Here was the score, as of yes- 
terday: 

1. Rexall “suspended negotia- 





’T’aint So: Trammell 


Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, 
yesterday (Tues.) emphatically 
denied that NBC had made any 
commitment on time involving 
Bandwagon, Red Skelton, “or 
any other time involving any 
other client, agency or talent.” 








tions’ with Jimmy Durante after 
reportedly buying out Fitch and 
taking over both the Phil Harris- 
Alice Faye Bandwagon and the 
NBC Sunday night time. 

2. Under the purported arrange- 
ment N. W. Ayer loses the $2,000,- 
000 Rexall billing to BBD&O, with 
L. W. Ramey also being cut in. 

3. Amusement Enterprises, con- 
trolled by Jack Benny and Music 
Corp: of America, are understood 
to have had a hand in the Band- 
wagon-NBC dealings, giving rise 
to the rumor that they have some- 
thing to say about disposition of 
the time slot following Benny. 

4. Ad agencies accredited to the 
4 A’s are reported up in arms over 
the tactics of Freeman Keyes, prez 
of Russel Seeds agency, in offering 


(Continued on page 40) 


DELLA-CIOPPA’S CBS 
COAST PROGRAM POST 


Guy della-Cioppa, assistant to 
CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley for the past two years, has 
been dispatched to the Coast from 
New York to become associate di- 
rector of network programs. 

He takes up his duties in Holly- 
wood next month and will aid 
Ernest Martin in handling the net- 
work shows originating in Holly- 
wood, and the packaging of pro- 
grams. He saw war service abroad 
with Paley and was fermerly a staff 
producer with the network in New 
York. 








AFRA Picks Hub for Meet 


Boston, April 27. 
The annual convention of the | 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists will be held here Aug. 26-29. 
The Boston local is now making 
reservations at the Somerset hotel 





Trim-Budget Trend Seen for Shows 
Next Year: Drastic Reshuffle 
Looms with Some Standouts Out 





Legal Courtesy 
Toledo, April 27. 
“Salute to Veterans” pro- 
gram will come to Saginaw, 
Mich., radio listeners for a cer- 
tain period through the cour- 


tesy of Police Judge Frank 
W. Wiley, Toledo. 
Last week Judge Wiley 


granted Arthur Vernon, Jr., 
25, a stay of eight days to allow 
him to get enough scripts 
written ahead of time to carry 
him through the 10 days he 
must serve in the Toledo work- 
house. The sentence was im- 
posed after Vernon pleaded 
guilty to reckless driving. 
Vernon’s driver’s license also 
was suspended for 60. days. 





¢ Present 


indications point to a 
| Grantie reshuffle of the network 
program picture next season, with 
}the sponsor emphasis on lower- 
| budgeted shows. The network 
| chieftains aren’t particularly dis- 
|turbed over the likelihood of ad- 
| ditional time segments opening up, 
|although some cancellations are 
|coming through. But there is every 
indication that, aside from the 
perennial run of the high-Hooper- 
ated Benny, Allens, Bergens, Amos 
| ‘n’ Andy, Fibber & Molly, etc., the 
| average client wants to shave his 
} programming costs. 

| NBC will probably have several 
| half-hour periods opening up. Ra- 
|leigh would like to unload its 
| heavy-budgeted Red Skelton show. 
Fitch jumps off the Bandwagon, 
| but Rexall, takes over the Phil 


| 


;| Harris-Alice Faye show ‘and time. 





Old Gold Seen In 
JWT from L&M 





The Old Gold account is report- 
ed moving back to J. Walter 
| Thompson from Lennen & Mitch- 
ell agency. 

Reported move of OG returning 


| to the JWT fold is said due to P. 


current 30-minute musical show on 
CBS, costing around $17,500 a 
week and paying off less than two- 
to-one on the basis of Hooperat- 
ings. S 

Lennen & Mitchell acquired th 
account several years ago .from 
Thompson, but the latter agency 
has never abandoned hope of re- 
trieving it. Mann Holiner, a -part- 
ner in L&M and its radio head, has 
been shuttling between Hollywood 
and New York the past few months 
and the trade sensed that all was 
not well. 


Freddy Martin Sizzles 
As MCA Pacts Jurgens 
For Coca-Cola Show 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Music Corp. of America pulled a 
quickie coup by inking Dick Jur- 
gens to a three-year pact. Success- 
ful bait was the summer replace- 
ment shot for Coca-Cola, replacing 
the Spike Jones-Dorothy Shay 
show. 

Freddy Martin is reported siz- 
zling because he’d been under the 








for the visiting delegates. 


impression he was getting the 
show. 





a 


There'll be no more lend-leasing | 
of radio programs, so far as NBC | 
is concerned. The network echelon 














account, is trying to increase the 
number, 


is currently in the process of pre- | 
paring a memorandum for all and | 
sundry, putting itself on record | 
that once a client bows out of a) 
time period, he does so on a per- | 
manent basis. with “first come, | 
first served, and may the best show 
win.” 

Network sees no reason why it 
should be put in the middle with 
its clients, who feel it unfair that 
they haven't the privilege of bid- 
ding for a choicer time segment 
when it opens up, whereas a spon- 
sor can check out for several sea- 
sons and still protect his time 
franchise. 

Situation currently 





applies, to 


No More Lend-Lease, New NBC Edict: 
Sees No Reason to Be Put in Middle 


Fred Allen and his Sunday night 
8:30-9 show for Ford Dealers. 
Latter has been sponsoring Allen 
since the first of the year under 
a lend-lease deal with Standard 
Brands, Allen’s ex-sponsor, which 


retains the right to pick the come- 


dian and the period up again after 
a few seasons. Same situation also 


ly pacted Kyser to a firm con- 
tract.) 


New edict automatically rules 
out a proposal whereby Raleigh 
cigarets would  lend-lease 
Skelton and the Tuesday nixtit 
10:30-11 time to an interim bank- 


(Continued, on page 40) 


Switch Back To 


Lorillard’s dissatisfaction. with its 


Red | 


Ford is expected to exit from the 
5 to 6 Sunday afterhoon period, 
dropping the 60-minute “Ford 
Theatre” dramatic stanza unless it 
can latch on to a favorable night- 
time segment. 

Old Gold looks washed up with 
its $17,500 musical package, and 
Camel may shed the Vatghn Mon- 
| roe show (ciggie company wants 
| Durante back). 

Shaky Lineup 

American Travelers is expected 
}to call it quits on the ABC “Vox 
| Pop” show at the termination of 
the current cycle. There was some 


(Continued on page 38) 


NBC Breaks CBS 
Campbell Hold 


CBS’ monopoly on Campbell 
Soup’s network billings appears to 
have been broken, with NBC slated 
to get a chunk of it. The sponsor 
is moving its afternoon cross-the- 
board “Double or Nothing” quiz 
show, with Walter O’Keefe, out of 
the 3 to 3:30 Columbia spot and 
into the half-hour being vacated 
by General Mills. Latter client is 
dropping two of its four afternoon 
NBC soap operay 

The half-hour accounts for an 
approximate $1,250,000 net a year 
in billings. In addition to “Double 
or Nothing,” Campbell’s sponsors 
the full half-hour cross-the-board 
| 7 to 7:30 p.m. period on CBS, with 

its “Club 15” musical and Ed Mur- 
row. 

















Pillsbury Options CBS Time 

Pillsbury Flour may come a six- 
a-week bankroller on CBS as a 
result of Campbell Soup’s decision 
to shift “Double or Nothing” to 
NBC. Flour miller is understood 
,to have optioned the CBS 3 p.m. 
cross-the-board segment and to be 
looking at a CBS-built package to 
occupy it. 

It’s reported Pillsbury toppers 
are holding up their final decision 
mainly on the basis of whether 
they can afford the budget splurge 
at this point. Pillsbury-sponsored 
| “Grand Central Station,” in CBS’ 
_1 p.m. Saturday slot, picks off the 
best Hooperating on any web’s 
| Saturday afternoon kilocycles. 








‘COL. PUTS KIBOSH ON 
 JOLSON-PARKS HOWDY 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Al Jolson and Larry Parks won’t 
|have their reunion in Kraft Music 
| Hall after all. When Columbia Pic- 


| applied a couple seasons back in ‘tyres got wind of the guest booking 
| the case of Kay Kyser, with Colgate | for April 29 the crackdown came 
‘effecting a lend-lease from Amer- ang notice was served on 


ican Tobacco. (Latter subsequent- | Thompson agency that he would be 


the 


‘unavailable. Studio contends it 
‘controls Parks’ radio rights and 
‘rested its case on the recent court 
ruling. 

Rather than become involved in 
| Litigation between Columbia and 
| Parks, the agency cancelled the 
booking. 
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Hanson Hits Web ‘Greed’ Disk Ban, 
As Blocks to Good Music in America 





Detroit, April 27. + 


“Greed” of radio networks and 
James C. Petrillo’s recording ban 
were cited by Howard Hanson, 
composer and head of the Eastman 
School of Music, Rochester, N. Y., 
as twin obstacles to furtherance of 
good music in America. The verbal 
lashing was delivered last week 
before 5.000 delegates to the Music 
Educators’ Congress in Masonic 
Auditorium. 

Radio execs were rapped for 
turning over to advertisers and jazz 
orchestras time which was formerly 
devoted to longhair music. “It used 
to be possible, if one stayed up late 
enough, to hear good music on the 
radio,” Hanson said. “Now even 
these late hours are denied us. 
This: capitulation to greed is not 
good for music or indeed for pri- 
vate radio, which pleads guilty to 
its own bad judgment.” 

Hanson said sustaining programs 
of symphonic music were aiding 
the cause of private radio owner- 
ship, whereas the commercials and 
jazz bands are raising renewed ob- 
jections to it. He characterized as 
pathetic the current development 
in frequency modulation policies. 

“Whereas formerly it was pos- 
sible to hear occasional recorded 
symphonies of FM while AM was 
broadcasting soapoperas, it is now 
possible to hear the same soap- 
opera over béth. This is a tremen- 
dous development. It is now pos- 
sible to hear ‘Portia Faces Life’ 
with greater fidelity that she has 
ever faced it before,” the educator 
wisecracked. 

Hanson said he understood the 
inequities which formed the “basis” 
for the Petrillo ban on recordings, 


99 44/100% Pure 
Washington, April 27. 

Radio makes a better show- 
ing in honesty of its commer- 
cials than do newspapers or 
mags, according to the Feder- 
al Trade Commission’s March 
report on media plugs. 

Reports shows that during 
March FTC checked a healthy 
42,685 radio commercials but 
set aside only 385—well under 
1%—as possibly faise and mis- 
leading. FTC said questionable 
plugs on ether appear to be on 
the decline, with bulk of them 
found on the weewatters and 
in local ad accounts. 

As for the press, of only i6,- 
466 newspaper ads_ studied, 
490 were pulled for further 
study in March. Mags made 
the worst showing of all. FTC 
surveyed 9,751 plus and weed- 
ed out 349. 


WEW Sacred Heart Airer 
Enters Ninth Year With 
2,200th Disk to Be Cut! 


St Louis, April 27. 

WEW’s daily Sacred Heart pro- 
gram enters its ninth year May 1 
when the 2,200th consecutive disk 
will be cut. At the present time 
513 stations carry this 15 minute 
devotional sustainer for an average 
of three airings per week, totalling 
1,539 broadcasts Sunday through 
Saturday. 

Production of the show, in the 








but stated the ban “does its great-|WEW studios, St. Louis Univ. re- 
est damage to the reproduction of | quires the services of 26 members 
serious music.” of the Jesuit order. Format in- 





N ABET’s Mi dos! Angelus against symphonic back- 
Push vs. IBEW 


ground. The station management 
Chicago, April 27. 


Working quietly behind the in- 
dependent union protective clauses 
of the Taft-Hartley bill, the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcast Engi- 
neers and Technicians (NABET) 
is strengthening its position in the 
midwest. Group, a rival of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, has asked for 
NRLB certification elections of 
KSWI-KFMX, Council Bluffs, Ia., 
and WKJG, Ft. Wayne. 

In recent contract renewal with 
WOW, Omaha, NABET engineers 
got wage increases averaging 8.5% 
and added the station’s forthcom- 
ing TV to its jurisdiction. Re- 
pacting currently is in progress 
with WAIT, Chicago. Demands 
include wage boosts shading those 
recently granted in Chi indie re- 
newals with the IBEW. 

NABET’s total lineup now in- 
cludes more than 50 indies, in ad- 
dition to NBC, ABC, and RCA- 
Victor’s recording division. 


New Documentary Is Set 
For Deep in the Heart Of 


Dallas, April 27. 

The East Texas Industrial Foun- 
dation, Inc., a non-profit organiza- 
tion, is circularizing radio station 
program managers of the country 
with an announcement that it is 
prepping a weekly documentary 
series on Texas. It thinks civic 
bodies and industries of other 
states might do the same, and if 
such programs are available, “will 
see that they are scheduled gratis 
on a number of Texas stations.” 

Foundation’s own quarter-hour 
waxed dramatizations will be avail- 
able on request to stations outside 
the state according to the circular. 
Shows will ‘feature highly dra- 
miatic episodes in the history of the 
great sovereign state of Texas,” it’s 
stated, but “no commercials will 
appear in the transcriptions of any 
nature.” 








Cleveland—City’s newest station 
is getting ready for a May 14 open- 


reports that 25 veterans’ hospitals 
and 11 federal and state peniten- 
tiaries carry the show from their 
respective radio rooms. Requests 
for the disks have been received 
from every English speaking coun- 
try on the globe. 

The Mitchell Boychoir, Jessica 
Dragonette, Francesco Valentino 
Cathedral Choristers of Toronto, 
St. Louis Uni. Choir, Sacred Heart 
quartet and the Fontbonne Wom- 
en’s Chorus are some of the groups 
furnishing specially cut music. 


KLZ PULLING OUT ALL 





Denver, April 27. 

Hugh Terry has his KLZ crew 
pulling out all the stops in an ad- 
vance buildup for a new public 
service series the station wili-tee 
off next Sunday (2) dealing with 
heart disease. State Medical So- 
ciety, as co-sponsor, has its field 
secretary, ex-newsman Evan Ed- 
wards, working with KLZ’ers on 
the promotion details which add 
up to one of the biggest special 
projects this civic-minded station 
has ever undertaken. 


Format of the stanzas, titled 
“Knave of Hearts,” will consist of 
11-minute dramatizations employ- 
ing Denver’s best radio acting tal- 
ent, followed by a brisk discussion 
with a leading doctor specialist. 
Dr. John S. Bouslog,*medical so- 
ciety prexy, is having fellow 
mediocos auditioned to single out 
“best” radio voices for the series. 
KLZ staffers Elliot Wagner and 
Lewis Thomas will script the 
shows, using data supplied by the 
medical society. 

The stanzas are being given 
Class A time at 10:15 p.m. follow- 
ing a popular Sunday night news- 
cast in order to catch a strong au- 
dience. Promotion staff is using 
billboards, car cards, newspaper 
ads. and stories, film trailers, per- 
sonalized letters to business lead- 
ers and others, to attract maximum 
attention. 





ROB’T CHILD TO RRN 


Ithaca, April 27. 
Robert B. Child, farm editor of 
WGY, Schenectady, has joined the 





ing. It's WLAL-FM which goes on | 


N. Y. as program manager. He 


Rural Radio Network of upstate | 


the air in suburban Lakewood. | went to WGY after earning a mas- 
Lloyd Chatterton, formerly of the |ter’s degree in agriculture at Cor- 
Cleveland police radio outlet, is|nell in 1939 and subsequently 
manager, J. W. “Jack” O’Brien is | spending three years in the exten- 
Sales manager, and William Wy- {sion service at the N. Y. State 
gandt is program director. Agricultural School. 


Seattle AFRA Strike Is . 
Settled With $6.50 Wkly. 
Increase, 5%, Com’l Hike 


: Seattle, April 27. 

American federation of Radio 
Artists local here has finally inked 
contract with network stations 
after protracted negotiations that 
began last November. Previous 
pact expired Jan. 1. New contract 
calls for $6.50 weekly increase for 
announcers and actors, retroctive 
to Feb. 15, and a 5% increase in 
commercial fees, effective imme- 
diately. . This makes announcer 
scale $84, as compared to $81 for 
independent stations. 

The new contract, set for two 

years, with clause for renegotiation 
based on cost of living scale, also 
contains jump for staff writers in 
network stations, marking another 
step toward parity between an- 
nouncers and writers. Goal of 
parity for scribes and announcers 
has long been policy of Seattle 
local, and the first step in that 
direction was incorporated in con- 
tract that expired Jan. 1, marking 
first time writers had been covered 
here. Under an agreement between 
AFRA and the Radio Writers Guild 
the performer union may represent 
scripters in towns where there is 
no Guild chapter. 
Under new.terms junior writers 
get a boost from $42.50 to $49 for 
first six months, from-$50 to $56.50 
for second six months. Senior 
writers (with at least one year’s 
experience) start at $61.50, with 
boosts to $64.25, $67 and $69.75 in 
six month periods, receiving top 
scale of $72.50 after two years. 


NAB Board Aids 
Coast Indies 


Washington, April 27. 
Vigorous representatign of Coast 
indies on the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters board was seen here 
last week with Cal Smith, prez of 
KFAC, Los Angeles, nosing out 
CBS-KNX’s Harry Witt for the job 
of NAB director for the 16th dis- 
trict. 

Smith, who served on the all- 
indie committee to revise the 
NAB’s Atlantic City code more to 
the weewatters’ liking, won a run- 
off election against Witt last week. 
He replaces incumbent William 
Ryan, of KFI, Los Angeles. 

Meanwhile, Ben Strouse, man- 
ager of indie WWDC here, fol- 
lowed the lead of WNEW’s Ted 
Cott last week and withdrew his 
petition for amendment of NAB 





STOPS IN HEART DRIVE] ?2!2"*.2 x nomatuateg, st 


’Strouse had circularized members 


of NAB district 4, which includes 
the District of Columbia, for sup- 
port. 
Indicating he hasnt perma- 
nently abandoned his campaign 
for added indie representation, 
Strouse declared: “Now that NAB 
has arranged for a representative 
committee of independent stations 
to discuss this matter with the 
board in Los Angeles, I am happy 
to accept this procedure in lieu of 
the position I urged in my letter.” 


U.S. TOBACCO BUY 
PROVES SAT. PAYOFF 


Sale by Mutual of its new “Take 
a Number” quiz show to U. S. To- 
bacco for bracketing with Shotwell 
Candy’s “True or False” quizzer in 
the 5-6 p.m. Saturday segment re- 
flects belief of the web that the 
generally neglected Saturday after- 
noon hours can be made to pay 
ratings. 

“T or F,” which was slotted in 
the 5:30 period only a few weeks 
ago, currently has a 4.8 Hooper, 
beating every Saturday afternoon 
stanza on all four webs with the 
exception of CBS’ 1-3 p.m. lineup 
of “Grand Central Station,” 
“County Fair,’ “Give and Take” 
and “Country Journal,” all topping 
6.0. Highest rated item outside 
these is the King Cole Trio on NBC 
with a 4.7. 

“Number,” now in Mutual’s 8 
p.m. Friday slot, shifts to Satur- 
days May 1 and picks up U. S. To- 
bacco sponsorship (for Tweed, Old 
Briar, Bill’s Best and Model pipe 
tobaccos) starting June 5. Deal, 
via Kudner agency, is for the full 
net, 480 stations. 








Denver—KLZ manager, Hugh B. 
Terry, has been elected to the 
board of trustees of the Denver Art 
Museum, 








-From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


J. Leonard Reinsch’s book on radio station management, with a fore- 
word by NAB prexy Justin Miller, due out this summer under the 
Harper banner. It’s designed for classroom use as a text... “Don't 
Put Your Head in the Oven” is the title of another Harper book, penried 
by Harriet Van Horne, radio ed of N. Y. World-Telegram, which is 
due for fall publication. It’s a cook book with humorous overtones 
. . . Claudia Morgan, absent from the air for the past six weeks owing 
to ilness, returned to her star role in “Right to Happiness” Monday 
(26), Barbara Weeks of “Young Dr. Malone” subbed for her in the 








interim. 

June Lockhart is m.c. of a new audience-participation show with a 
guest-star gimmick, being peddled by Blanche Gaines . . . Doris Gaines 
(daughter), of the Benton & Bowles publicity staff, makes her first 
radio try Sunday (2) as a singer on “New Voices” via WNEW ... 
Georgia Gibbs makes her fourth guest appearance May 1 on the 
Vaughn Monroe program, originating from Wellesley (Mass.) college 
. . . Harry Ackerman, CBS exec producer, out last week with German 
measles . . . Freelance director Ernest Ricca due for fatherhood a 
third time about Oct. 1. . . William Miller, contributing editor of 
Time mag, wrote the original stories in the Cleveland Press from 
which the May 5 edition of Pall Mall’s “Big Story” has been adapted 
7 . CBS is mulling a situation comedy show for Judy Holliday, femme 
lead in the Broadway play, “Born Yesterday.” Sid Zelinka is writing 
the audition script. ® 

Don Searle, ABC’s Coast veepee, in for homeoffice huddles over 
Coast tele plans . .. Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak pitching a trade press 
lunch at the Waldorf, May 7... Last time he tossed such a shindig, 
daytime “listenability” was unveiled. Spec is this time it’ll be the 
nighttime coverage story ... NBC brass threw a birthday party Sunday 
(25) for Sid Strotz at the Sherry Netherland. Gave him a wrist watch 
. + » Don Lee, program director and Charles Bulotti, Jr., around meet- 
ing all the people at WOR—which happen to have an opening for a 
program director ... Jim Doyle, ex-WOR news editor, now doing the 
same chore for KVSM, San Mateo, Cal. . . . ABC co-op boys setting up 
the drinks and chow at Toots Shor’s tomorrow (Thurs.) for 50 Allied 
Stores Corp. radio people. 

ABC’s “Murder & Mr. Malone” redubbed “The Amazing Mr. Malone,” 
de-accentuating the sanguine . .. Walter Lurie wrapping up a Big 
Thing in situation comedy for fall debut on Mutual . .. Bing Crosby 
blew in Monday (26) and that night cut a Philco sequence with Henry 
Fonda guesting, with general public (instead of disabled vets) as audi- 
ence for the first time since the war. He still has three shows to tape 
for the season’s windup . . . WHN’s Jo Ranson hosted the radio press 
boys at the opening Dodgers game last Friday (23) and consensus was 
it was pretty hard to tell whethef"the Bums were playing or were in the 
stands... LaRoche & Ellis ad agency now C. J. LaRoche & Co., accord- 
ing to papers just filed with the Secretary of State at Albany... 
Arnold Moss now in the “Road of Life” cast . . . Sam Cuff, formerly 
general manager of DuMont tele station WABD, and now prexy of 
Storevision, Inc., retained as video consultant and tele department head 


by Adam Young, Jr., station rep outfit. 

WNEW’s Art Ford off to Paris yesterday (Tues.) to gather Con- 
tinental platters. While over there, he’ll beam back three midnight 
stanzas,via Radiodiffusion Francaise .. . Voice of Freedom Committee 
sponsoring a fund-raising concert at Town Hall next Saturday (1), 
11:15 p.m., headlining Bertha ‘‘Chippie” Hill, Fats Pichon and Timmie 
Rogers . . . Oliver Nicoll, who hopped to London, Sunday (25) for 
parleys with boss Harry Alan Towers, British transcription packager, 
will stay around several weeks to direct Robert Donat, Sir Ralph 
Richardson and John Mills in dramats for Towers’ “London Playhouse” 
e.t. series ... Fred Allen reported eyeing Arnold Stang, Shirley Booth 
and Shirley Mitchell as possible adds to his Alley for next season . 
Wahu LaHay off to the Coast today (Wed.) on N. W. Ayer’s upcoming 
revised program setup ... Joe HaseKks ABC sports roundup being 
fed to the Armed Forces Radio Service . . . John Stanley new to 
“David Harum” cast... Arline Joyce added to “Katie’s Daughter” . 
Martin Blaine, John Gibson and Ed Latimer in “Rose of My Dreams.” 


Bill Garden assigned by WNBT for the second successive year to 
direct -all television pickups of the N. Y. Giants’ baseball games... 
John Mason Brown taking over as emcee on the “Tonight'on Broadway” 
TV series on the CBS web, replacing packager Martin Gosch. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Al Jolson will ask his sponsor's permission to do 13 shows from Palm 
Springs next season, which would keep him on the desert through the 
winter months....Phil Baker, who is a Coast defender of the first 
water, will be back in his beloved diggin’s after four broadcasts of 
“Everyone Wins” in New York....Clete Roberts signed a year’s con- 
tract as commentator for Davis Motor Co. on KFWB. It’s a five-a-week 
strip....Eddie Cantor’s “Open Letter to Joe (Stalin)” will be given 
the Braille treatment for students of Arkansas School for the Blind. 
It will require more than 20 pages of raised type, which is being done 
by “Chuck” Collins, KFI’s blind pianist....Don Forbes pulled out as 
manager of KWIK in Burbank to return to announcing... .NBC’s Jim 
Seiler demonstrated his audiénce breakdown system to the trade... 
‘Corny” Jackson acting as social guide for John Gilman, ad chief of 
Lever Bros. He was partied all over town by stars of his shows and 
agencies handling the accounts....Joyce Moss, late of CBS publicity 
staff, headed east to become Mrs. Bill Hastings....Vic Hunter’s sec at 
Foote, Cone & Belding, Alene Butcher, went for serious surgery.... 
Bob Hussey, program developer at Young & Rubicam, became a pappy 
for the second time last week... . Lew Frost, acting western manager of 
NBC, shuttling between here and Frisco....Lenore Kingston, formerly 
with NBC television in New York, is packaging Jeri Sullivan and Art 
Lund in a tele show called “The Clef Dwellers”... .Deal is in negotia- 
tion for sale of KGER,-Long Beach, to John Brown, owner of a military 
academy there. Price is said to be $300,000. 

Groucho Marx’s “Bet Your Life’ has been renewed for an October 
start by Elgin-American after taking an early: powder this month 
Paul Warwick around on a quickie to look over the fall availables. No 
decision yet but it looks like “Thin Man” gets the call as summer re- 
placement for Eddie Cantor ...Alan Reed (Falstaff) was paired with 
his 11-year-old son in last week’s broadcast of “Favorite Story,” the 
local interest of Bobby Lee and Jerry Lawrence....Carlton Morse’s 
One Man’s Family” passed its 17th milestone and his hat size would 
be the same if he wore one... Summer billings on the Don Lee net 
are heavier than the winter biz, according to Syd Gaynor, sales chief 

.. J. Hugh Davis in from Chicago to gab with Bab Ballin on summer 
replacements... . Jack Benny will close out his season in the east, doing 
shows from Detroit, Cleveland and New York. Washup date is June 27 
and he'll be back after 13 weeks ... Agents around town have been 
asked to submit summer shows for Fitch costing around $1,000. Niles 
Trammell won’t like that... Chet Lauck had himself written out of 
three days of “Lum and Abner” so he could take part in the skeet 


shoot at Las Vegas... . Lester Jay moved in as radio director of J. M. 
Straus ad agency. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Mac Ward, former sales rep with the Adam Young Co., has. joined 
Mutual’s sales staff . . . Jim Stirton, ABC’s midwest general ‘manager, 


(Continued on page 38) 
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~ Solon Support Slimming? — 


Washington, April 27. 
It looks like National Assn. of Broadcasters prexy Justin Miller 
may not get much support from Capitol Hill in his pitch to win 
proadcasters a free rein on editorializing. 
Clue to the solons’ thinking came from conservative Sen. Clyde 
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If Pres. Truman Wants Gen. Taylor 
Have to Act Fast | 


y Washington, April 27. 


OVATIONS AGT TO 
CURB EXCESSES On FCC, Hell 
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Reed (R., Kan.) here last week. Reed interrupted Senate Com- Increasingly unhappy state of wi 9 | Name of Brig. General Telford 4 
merce subcommittee hearings on pending bills to outlaw or restrict affairs for New York metropolitan | Z Loves Ya | Taylor, ex-FCC general counsel a 
| liquor ads, to remind his audience: “It is a principle of this com- area stations with regard to the | Douglas Leigh advertising | and erstwhile prosecutor of the : 
\ mittee which handles radio legislation that all points of view shall multiple, unending, overlapping; blimp cruising over N. Y. met- | German war criminals, heads the : 
be fairly presented on the air.” demands on them for free time for! ropolitan area these nights is | list of those likely to take over ! 
Sen. Wallace White, retiring Commerce Committee chairman, fund-raising appeals, resulted this flickering such chummy lines | the Demo slot at FCC to be 
‘ and acting chairman Charles R. Tobey, have already unburdened | week in a renewed and determined | as: vacated by Clifford J. Durr on 
| themselves of similar statements. |effort by Gotham broadcasters to “We get awfully lonesome | June 30. Taylor, at any rate, is 
The “drys,” who turned out in force to plug for legislation gut- ease the problem. Unlike previous up here. It’s dark. It’s cold, believed a likely choice with Presi- ‘ 
ting liquor blurbs, also hit hard at the “no-editorializing” ban to abortive attempts to meet this; mother! Make it worth our | dent Truman who was flooded with 2 
7 smack the networks. Henry M. Johnson, attorney, and Rev. Sam- situation, however, the new try! while by listening to our fine j|recommendations in his _ behalf ; 
' vel Morris, radio speaker for the National Christian Temperance produced a plan the broadcasters| daytime programs tomorrow. | when Wayne Coy replaced Charles q 
i Council, claimed CBS spends $2,000,000 a year to sell liquor via feel has promise. We love you! WJZ loves you!” | R. Denny, Jr. as Commission chair- af 
, radio and NBC sells two-and-a-half hours of time to beer and wine Huddling over lunch Monday | Or: “WJZ thinks of nothing man last January. ‘ai 
interests every Thursday. Neither web, they added, would take (26), at the invitation of Seymour! but you. New show tonight is However, the political pot’s se | 
their $7,000 for one 30-minute network airer to plead the cause Siegel, WNYC director, the station | Go for a House, at 9:30. Win a-boiling in Washington and several ca | 
, of temperance. execs blueprinted a general guide-| a house. You might as well. | other radio groups are jockeying ay 
; | _— book for charities and other or-| You can’t live in a refrigerator. | for position to have their rep 4 
’ 5 ganizations using radio for fund | i loves you!” ro - ene? cfg og ay 
2 appeals. It would contain a “pre-| Idea stems from web think- st. e question here is uaF 
y Tested Format Gets New Workout amble” on how to employ radio| ing that stiltedness is next to | Whether the solons will act on any af 
‘ . effectively (ie., prepare copy for| dullness, and why not give Demo nomination the President + 
- 9 « e e ear, not eye, appeal) and would| dialers a chuckle? eal gery oy Noe Pe ~ Pr ; 
incorporate a sort of “standard | utcome of the elections next fall. ie 
; At 48 Ohio State Radio Institute 2222.3 x0 Sane = — Pres. Truman's best chance of get: | 
) ' listing personnel who should be Pj Def — action, it is believed, is to at 
7 aati ke individual station's | shoot a nomination to Capitol Hill es § 
Commer ores St 3 * aucias. 2 eng ts Pree poy X il Cnse within the next two or three weeks. aa 
‘ The upcoming 18th Institute for : policies ree € spou hare Speculation on Taylor’s appoint- ae 
Education by Radio, opening next Expensive Tastes grams which can be used for do-| oP. ° ment is at high pitch since the ey 
f Friday (30), shapes up as primarily Minneapolis, April 27. nation drives. Ae | Of Ratio S ht General is back in Washington ba 
/ a how-to-do session, with | Marcia Evanson, of WCCO Siegel will oversee compilation | and due to be relieved of Army a 
F critical appraisals of broadcasting | publicity department, unable of the booklet, with various Sta- | duty shortly. Ex-FCC Chairman ot 
‘ thrown in for spice. ‘There’s ee | to sleep at night, reached for tions submitting pertinent TT) e e fe and Paul A. Porter both supported a 
prospect, on the Pe sorre of the ad-| a sleeping tablet in the dark, | for it. ee 0 g him earlier for the FCC chairman- ee | 
vance agenda, of out hteed swallowed it and promptly fell The broadcasters made, a point | ship. Some observers wondered 1% 
. tive of industry n — verall, asleep. to stress that they had no “anti- whether having been plumbed for es 4 
, it promises mainly an up-to-dating | Next morning she discovered | charity” motives, but that they felt | _ Washington, April 27. | the No. 1 FCC job, Taylor would cll 
of preceding institutes, with i no tablets missing. She had, |the time had come when there! Motion pictures, whose occasion-| settle for less. Bis 
inevitable intrusion here and there| however, swallowed a rhine- | would have to be some coordina-|ally challenged right to free ex- From Dixie? me | 
j of television and FM aspects which stone earring. tion of cuffo charity plugs. Feel- | pression has gotten support in edi- ra it 
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Radio, TV Setups Dovetailed 


As Net Heaves All-Out Pitch for Video. 





General integration of NBC’s+ 
radio and television setups has now 
reached such a degree that only 
the programming and engineering 
departments remain as separate 
entities within the network. De- 
spite the fact that these are the 
only two with no interlocking per- 
sonnel, even they are linked 
through duplication of their work. 

Integration, which points up 
anew NBC’s all-out emphasis on 
video, has been in progress less 
than a year. Under the combined 
influence of NBC exec veepee 
Frank E. Mullen and RCA prez 
David Sarnoff, however,. it’s reach- 
ed a point where the net spends 
perhaps one-twentieth of its money 
on video but has its execs devoting 
almost one-half their time to it. 
Entire web, in fact, has been per- 
meated more and more with the 
TV idea. ‘ 

Illustrative of the integration is 
the sales promotion department. 
Bill Webb and Lance Ballou are 
the only two assigned to tele, but 
the TV work is so heavy that de- 
partment chief Jim Nelson and his 
assistant, Roy Porteous, are now 
devoting considerable time to it. 
Same thing is true in the research 
department, where Ed England 
heads up the video research bu- 
reau, but department topper Hugh 
Beville, Jr., is supervising a num- 
ber of tele surveys. 

Press department was formerly 
handled almost single-handedly by 
Allan Kalmus. Latter now has 
four assistants, topped by Jim Mil- 
ler. In addition, publicity veepee 
Syd Eiges and publicity manager 
Tom Knode are spending about 
half their time on tele. Only last 
week the entire video sales depart- 
ment was integrated into the radio 
sales organization, with, TV sales 
chief Reynold R. Kraft and his 
three assistants moved directly 
into the network’s sales depart- 
ment under George Frye. 

Tele stations relations chief 
Charles Bevis is now working 
under the direct supervision of 
Easton Woolley, the web’s stations 
relations topper. Robert Myers, 
assigned to the web’s TV legal de- 
partment, works under veepee- 
general counsel Charles R. Denny. 
Integration has even hit the music 
and continuity acceptanee depart- 
ments. Music director Samuel 
Chotzinoff supervised production 
of the Toscanini airings on a dupli- 
cate AM-TV operation and Dorothy 
McBride has been switched from 
the radio continuity department to 
work entirely on tele. News de- 
partment has also been integrated, 
with the web’s newscasters work- 
ing in both media under the super- 
vision of news chief William F. 
Brooks and Ad Schneider, liaison 
between the news and tele depart- 
ments. 

Tele programming, headed up by 
Norman Blackburn, is still sepa- 
rated but its operation is inte- 
grated with that of radio each time 
a show is duplicated. Engineering 
department is necessarily separate 
because of the unique aspects of 
the two media. Engineering veepee 
O. B. Hanson, however, is in charge 
of both departments. 


10,000,000 Viewers For 
Polit. Confabs—Carmine 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

A prediction that more than 10,- 
000.000 persons will view the pro- 
ceedings of the national political 
conventions in Philly this summer 
was made tonight (Tuesday) by 
James H. Carmine, Philco- vice- 
president in charge of distribution. 

Speaking before the Sales Man- 
agers Club of Philadelphia at the 
Bellevue Stratford hotel, Carmine 
pointed out that the conventions’ 
video network would embrace nine 
states controlling 148 electoral 
votes, or more than a third of the 
nation’s electoral vote total. 

Carmine, who received the How- 
ard G. Ford award in behalf of his 
company for “excellence in selling 
and distribution,” said that 40,000 
sets were being installed in the 
VU. S. each month and that this fig- 
ure would be upped to 60,000 
monthly by end of the year. 


New York—F. M. Flynn, prez 
and general manager of the N. Y. 
Daily News, is slated to speak on 
the problems involved in getting 
a television station on the air at 
the American Television Society 
lunch today (Wednesday) at the 








More for Mencken 
Chicago, April 27. 
Following extracts are from 
a glossary of television terms 
compiled for employees of 
Balaban & Katz, Chi theatre 
chain operators and owners of 
tele station WBKB: 
Dolly: Sponsor’s girl friend. 
Fadeout: Actors who expect 
money. 
Frame: 
pitch. 
Montage: Mistakes by cam- 
eraman. 
Remote: Going commercial. 
Very Remote: Returning a 
profit. 


367, of Cincy’s 
WLWT Sold Out 


Cincinnati, April 27. 

WLWT sold 36% of its 30-hour 
weekly schedule up to last week, 
less than three months after its 
commercial bow. At the same time 
the Crosley tele station threw 
open its new studios and transmit- 
ter for public inspection and 
clicked 32,000 visitors with admis- 
sion tickets from set dealers, 
whose models also were displayed 
in the video layout. Several thou- 
sand additional visitors were ad- 
mitted without tickets. 

The sales and trade promotion 
activities, regarded as tele records 
of a sort, are being followed up 
this week by the station’s entry 
in the production end of filmed 
shows for sale to other video sta- 
tions. The initial series, shooting 
on which started Monday (26) in 
the WLWT studios, is of puppet 
shows by Martin and Olga, each 
with a running time of 30 minutes 
and allowing for one-minute open 
ends and middle to permit over- 
lay with film or live spots. Cus- 
tomed for television by Crosley 


(Continued on page 41) 


COAST'S KLAC-TV HAS 
THAT BEAM IN ITS EYE 


. ‘Hollywood, April 27. 

Construction work on the site of 
KLAC-TV transmitter atop Mt. 
Wilson is under way and will be 
ready for arrival of RCA equip- 
ment in July. Station’s manager, 
Don Fedderson, is hoping for an 
early fall getaway. Antenna will 
rise on a plot of high ground 
leased from KWKW, which ac- 
quired the land for its frequency 
modulation operation. 

Fedderson is now staffing his 
crew so the personnel will be ready 
to take over soon after the facili- 
ties have been installed and tested. 


Time salesman’s 








SWG Eyes Video 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Screen Writers Guild has set up 
a special committee to investigate 
the possibilities of television as a 
means of revenue for its members. 
To date, 20 SWG scripters are 
doing video work and more are ex- 
pected to follow. Understand no 
mass movement will be made into 
the new field until the writers and 
video producers agree on a basis. 


FCC Mulls TBA's 
11th-Hour Pitch 
To Head Off Rates 


Washington, April 27. 
Whether or not the Federal 
Communications Commission will 
heed Television Broadcasters 
Assn.’s 11th-hour pitch to head off 
network video rates due to become 
effective May 1, is the $64 question 
here. 

The TBA board waited until a 

week before Western Union and 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. tariffs for networking video 
were to become effective, to regis- 
ter its protest at FCC. WU’s tab 
for microwaving tele between New 
York and Philly is set at $4,700 a 
month for 4 p.m..to 12 midnight 
daily usage. FCC men said the 
phone company charges between 
the same points will add up to 
the same figure when charges for 
local loops are included. WU’s big- 
gest money-saving feature is that 
its relay is reversible and can re- 
ceive or originate shows out of 
either city. 
It-was speculated that if FCC ac- 
ceded to the videomen’s request to 
suspend network tele charges for 
a second time, the FMers, already 
paying what they consider an “ex- 
orbitant” rate for high-fidelity FM 
lines, will squawk plenty at the 
radio agency. 

The TBA petition declared the 
proposed rates are “unreasonably 
burdensome” on video licensees 
and urged FCC to give further 
study to question of whether tele 
networks could exist under the sky- 
high web charges. FCC was urged 
to postpone rate-fixing until the 
carriers were able to link all im- 
portant cities and not before full 
cost data had been filed. Philco, 
DuMont and NBC, all of whom are 
interested in operating their own 
relays, apparently think they can 
do the job at a fraction of the bite 
levied by WU and the phone com- 
pany. 








JAWER TO WPTZ 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

Robert Jawer, who formerly ran 
his own tele program packaging 
group, has joined WPTZ as a sales 
rep of station facilities to sponsors 
in the Philly area. Jawer produced 
the “Television Matinee” series for 
the Philadelphia Electric Co. over 





WPTZ during the fall and winter. 





get. It’s analagous to the baseball 


Morgan program? The four turns 


should be TV’s next step. It was 
and in Morgan’s stint. 
musicians reacted spontaneously. 


marriage. 


for baseball as yet. 


Indians. 





Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Inside Television 


SIGHT & SOUND: Those booth interviews give the video looker at the 
Ringling Circus an advantage which the in-person circus fan doesn’t 


statistics and, for that reason, many 


fans, for a time, sneaked portable radios into the ballparks (also foot- 
ball stadia) to get radioed statistics while actually seeing the games.... 
Henry Morgan uses VARIETY as springboard for the variety acts on his 
Sunday early evening ABC telecast fer Admiral (refrigerators and 
television sets), but he should get the latest issue as a prop. However, 
whatever the edition, that back page ad sure gets a bonus free ride; in 
this case Warde Donovan, currently at the Copa. 
good way to trailerize Donovan for a future variety shot on the zany 


Or could that be a 
he showcased were OK but it’s still 


no match to the more adult Morgan’s madcap mirth....Applause cues 
leave talent cold; and either applause-machines or simulated reactions 


noticeable in “High Button Shoes” 


Luckily for the latter, the supporting band 


But when they don’t, that lull is 


wider than the split between Winchell and Stalin. 





President of the Cleveland Baseball club, Bill Veeck believes tele- 

vision and baseball, as far as his tribe is concerned, are not ready for 

Veeck who pushed broadcasting rights for the Cleveland 

team when he took control two seasons ago, has signed this year for a 
tieup of AM and FM stations with WJW, Cleveland, as key point. 

As for television, Veeck declared on “The Press Club Presents” pro- 
gram that he’s open for suggestions but believes video can’t do much 
He cited New York last year as an example of 
television not helping home attendance. He added he’ll watch Chicago 
this year and at all times maintain an open mind on televising the 





Bryan Field’s deal with CBS for television is only for three New 
York races, one of which he did several weeks ago. Field turned down 
CBS’ offer of a regular affiliation because of the fact that it was Mutual 
that gave him his break in radio years ago and has since kept him on 
the race-calling assignment exclusively. When the CBS offer came up 
he consulted with MBS prez, Edgar Kobak, who told him that it would 
be okay for him to telecast any races that Mutual didn’t carry. 


Legit's Stance on TV's Lack of Color 


Third of the “Tonight on Broadway” series of telecasts from legit 
theatres over WCBS-TV, was 30 minutes of “High Button Shoes,” 
televised direct from the Shubert stage early Tuesday (20) evening 
(7-7:30) last week. It was easily the best of the three experimental] 
— arranged by Martin Gosch [and the last sponsored by 


ucky Strike cigarets) but there were shortcomings. 


Particularly 


noticed was the absence of .“Papa Won't You Dance With Me,” the 
musical’s top number. It was out because “Dance” requires chorus 
and ballet participation and one reason why that wasn’t practical 
was the cost because if only part of the ensemble, or even just one, 
is used in television, all must get paid. Same explanation was 
given for the exclusion of “Sunday By the Sea,” another scoring 


number in “Shoes.” 


Without the ensemble the click low comedy 


ballet was out, too. From the point of view of the show’s front 
office, they didn’t regard the telecast as providing favorable box- 
office because so much of the show’s best stuff was missing and a 
wrong impression of the hit’s performance was feared. 

Despite the distinct improvement in the telecast over that of 
“Mister Roberts” and “The Heiress,” the missing factor of color is 
accented by the legit bunch. Without it, telecasts of plays cannot 
be given very favorably, especially when the programs come di- 


rectly from theatres. 


Lack of color is the reason why offers to 


televise portions of “Streetcar Named Desire” and “Angel In the 
Wings” were rejected for fear it might hurt rather than help the 


boxoffice. 


The “Shoes” program was crisper than the preceding legit tele- 
casts because interviews were out arid the business of singing the 
numbers expedited. A special lyric opened the program, followed 
by a comedy bit by Phil Silvers and Joey Faye and then into song 


numbers. 


Nanette Fabray, Jack McCauley, Mark Dawson and Lois 


Lee, the other principal participants, warbled “Can’t You See 
Yourself in Love With Me” and “I Still Get Jealous,” the best of 


the vocals seen and heard. 


A film trailer gave credit for the script to Robert Sylvester and 


for the presentation to Gosch. 


“Shoes” was the final legit show 
sponsored by Luckies but CBS will experiment further. 


Sustainer 


program last night (Tuesday) was “Strange Bedfellows,” telecast 


from the Morosco. 








BARNEY BLAKE—POLICE 
REPORTER 

With Gene O’Donnell, Judy Par- 
rish, Ted deCorsia, Joan Arliss, 

..G. Swayne Gordon, James Dob- 
son, Billy M. Greene 

Directors: Dave Lewis, 
Simpson 

Producer: Wynn Wright 

30 Min., Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 

LUCKY STRIKE 

NBC-TV, from New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 


In “Barney Blake—Police Re- 
porter,” NBC Television, N. W. 
Ayer agency and American Tobac- 
co, the sponsor, have successfully 
adapted the whodunit formula for 
sight-and-sound presentation. 


In fact, “Barney” represents a 
notable advance in dramatic fare 
on television. They’ve taken tele- 
vision’s own specialty — the close- 
up shot — utilizing it for a com- 
plete half-hour show. 

Smooth working of the cameras 
from scene to scene, effecting a 
punchy continuity for the initial 
episode, “Murder Me Twice,” com- 
pletely disarmed the viewer. For 
at no time was the videogler con- 
scious of the limited camera 
range. The movement of the cam- 
era from scene to scene (and there 
were nearly a dozen of them) 
created the effect of action and 
movement, although at no one 
time were there more than two 
or three people within camera 
range. For studio presentation, the 
technique used in “Barney Blake” 
is a natural. 

As entertainment, the preem 
presentation, scripted by Max Eh- 
rich (each week there will be a 
different whodunit saga) was pret- 
ty good. Neither tense nor excit- 
ing, and without a real whodunit 
element, it was nonetheless enter- 
taining dramatic fare. If the 
standard of acting, and the direc- 
tion, that anarked the initial show, 
can be maintained, and with a 
little more excitement and sparkle 
in plot material, “Barney” could 
establish itself as one of tele- 
vision’s worthier packages. 

Gene O’Donnell plays the title 
role but in the “Murder Me 
Twice” script his contrib, though 
okay, was second to Ted deCorsia’s 
performance as the murderer. 
Judy Parrish and Joan Arliss also 
gave creditable performances. 

Lucky Strike commercials, in- 
cluding the “Speed” Riggs bally 
backgrounded by the auctioneer 
chant, plus the marching ciggies, 
continue as among the best in tele- 
vision to date. Rose. 


Garry 





MUSIC FOR MICHIGAN 
With Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
Valter Poole conducting 
Producer: John Hill 
Director: James Eberle 
30 Mins., Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
DETROIT EDISON CO. 
WW3J-TV, Detroit 
(Campbell-Ewald) 
This presentation, the last of a 





series, was the first live music. 
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since Petrillo lifted his ban on 
March 18. It also marked the debut 
of the Detroit Symphony orch on 
TV, with the telecast coming di- 
rectly from Music Hall, home of 
longhair art. Two cameras were 
used. 

Program offering was made up 
of six selections, classical and 
semi-classical, opening with long- 
shot scenes of unusual clarity and 
interspersed with closeups equally 
sharp and interesting. 

The telecast itself was excellent, 
particularly in the camera work. 

Strictly an institutional plug for 
the Edison Co., the telecast was in 
no way marred by any commercial. 
It could be a goal for other TV 
sponsors to attain. 

Program was also aired simul- 
taneously over the station’s AM 
and FM facilities. Stan. 


PHILCO’S FUN AND FABLES 
With Jane Durrelle, Phii Wagner 
Producer-Writer: Walt Koste 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m. 
PHILCO 

WWJ-TV, Detroit 


Rudimentary in concept and de- 
tail, this will probably be one of 
those types of programs that the 
trade in a later day will cite when 
recalling how they were put to- 


gether with crayon, scissors and 
string. Also with some faded vin- 
tage film tossed in to fill the stage 
waits. 

The half-hour is geared to the 
kindergarten level and the mix- 
ture of entertainment never strays 
beyond that ken. Its technique of 
presentation is simple picturebook 
stuff. As Jane Durrelle, a video- 
genic young schoolteacher, relates 
her fable, stereopticon illustrations 
fade in and off the screen. The 
exchange of drawings and the Dur- 
relle visage favor the latter, which 
figures as a break for the kid view- 
ers. About the only fault that 
might be found with this “Ireene 
Wicker” of the orthicon is a tend- 
ency to overact with the eyebrows. 

Projected with some imagination 
is the Philco commercial. A car- 
toonist, Phil Wagner, carried off 
that function with an amusing play 
on the initials of a kid writer-inner. 
As a reward the writer is mailed 
the finished sketch. It all works 
out as bright goodwill building and 
indirectly effective selling. Odec. 


Chi’s WEN 30% Sponsored 


Chicago, April 27. 

Wrestling matches from the 
Madison Athletic Club are the lat- 
est entries on the ledger of WGN- 
TV. Thursday night muscle mull- 
ers will be bankrolled by the At- 
lantic Brewing Co. through Grant 
Advertising, beginning May 6. 

Station, which teed off here 
April 5, now averages 42 hours per 
week on the air, with about 30% 
sponsored. Major sponsor is the 
Lorillard Co., which is putting its 
Old Gold tag on 77 Cubs and White 





video program in the Middlewest Sox games. 
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EVERYBODY WANTS A TV JOB 





‘Go Network—or Else’ 


The pressure is on from both NBC and CBS for accounts that 
want to use or stay on their respective New York outlets, WNBT 
and WCBS-TV, to go network. NBC refuses to accept any new 
video business that hasn't immediate intentions of becoming a 
hookup customer, while the management of CBS’ tele operations 
is under express orders from William S. Paley to underscore the 
network pitch with all current or prospective WCBS-TV advertisers. 

In passing on his wishes to the CBS television section Paley 

inted out that if CBS was to develop a video network it was 
imperative that it be in a position to feed affiliates with commercial 


rograms and as many of them as possibie. 


The CBS chairman 


added that an account shouldn’t take much persuading since the 
tacking on of the network’s present two TV affiliates meant so little 


in extra time cost. 


As a result of Paley’s orders Gulf Oil, which carries a news show 
on WCBS-TV, has been advised that it is expected to go network 
within the next four weeks. Gulf is now spending $1,000 a week 


for program and time. 
$160 a week. 


It can have the additional two stations for 


An account which NBC recently turned down because of that 
advertiser’s non-network disposition is now dickering with WCBS- 


TY. The iatter outlet is inclined t 


o take the business, since the ad 


agency involved has given assurance that its client proposes to 


spread out in the fall. 




















Legiters, Not Filmers or Radioites, 
Should Inherit TV, Sez Langner 





By BOB STAHL + 


Television belongs to actors 
trained in the legit theatre much 
more so than to those trained in 
films or on radio. That’s the 
opinion of Lawrence Langner, co- 
director with Theresa Helburn, of 
the Theatre Guild, after six 
months’ experience with video. 

Legit actors work best in tele, 
Langner believes, since the me- 
dium requires actors who can learn 
their lines, absorb a characteriza- 
tion in their bodies and actually 
become the character they’re act- 
ing. “This requires study, ad- 
equate rehearsal and as much 
thought and care as in a Broad- 
way play,” Langner said. For that 
reason, he said, the Guild has 
learned that legit actors are best. 

Radio actors are obviously less 
to be desired, he implied since 
they’re not accustomed to learning 
their scripts or to the use of body 
movements. As for film thesps, 
Langner pointed out that tele re- 
quires an actor to “develop in his 
part” and therefore it’s impos- 
sible to “piece together synthetic- 
ally a~number of bits of acting,” 


(Continued on page 34) 


MIDWEST NETWORK 
SET TO RIDE OCT. 1 


Toledo, April 27. 

E. Y. Flanigan, managing direc- 
tor of WSPD, Toledo, operated by 
the Fort Industry Co., announced 
that WSPD-TV, originally sched- 
uled to begin video programs in 
May, wi!l open in late June, prin- 
cipally because of adverse weather 
conditions which have slowed erec- 
tion of its new tower. 

Meanwhile, Dan D. Halpin, RCA- 
Victor television receiver sales 
manager, told video set salesmen 
in Toledo that a Midwest Network, 
Which will include Toledo, will go 
into operation by Oct. 1, and that 
a network extending from St. Louis 
A ge will be in operation by 


Rudy Vallee to Migr. 
Tele Sets Under $200 


Kansas City, April 27. 

Vallee-Video, Inc.. tele produc- 
ing company headed by Rudy Val- 
ee, is going into manufacture of 
Ow-cost video receivers here. First 
of the new sets is being tested here 
now in the television laboratory 
of KMBC, under direction of Gerry 
Taylor, KMBC veepee, 

Set is produced by A. J. Stephens 
0., long-established cabinet and 
fixture maker here. Deal was set 
+ we Vallee when Stephens was on 
+ Coast vacationing recently. An 
rae friendship generated business 
alk, and Stephens became a vee- 
- of Vallee-Video to head up the 
sscelver end. Bob Oakley, Coast 
8ent, also had a hand in working 








out the s i 
roel et manufacturing depart- 


Plan is to sell set under $200 


Figures Don’t Lie 

In line with statements of 
major manufacturers that the 
demand for television receivers 
still exceeds the rate of pro- 
duction, figures recently made 
available by distributors in 
various cities indicate sets are 
being bought as fast as they 
can be turned out. Metropol- 
itan N. Y. area (including 
Newark) still tops the list with 
some 150,000 sets now in cir- 
culation. 

Other top cities include Phil- 
adelphia, with 30,000 sets; 
Chicago, with 17,500; Los An- 
geles, 17,000; Washington, 9,- 
000, and Baltimore, with 6,000. 








a 
No Soap Yet.On 
P&G in Video 
If Procter & Gamble should de- 
cide to take a flier into television 
during the course of the current 
year the initiation will probably 
take the form of a cooking demon- 


stration program with the plug 
assigned to Crisco. Radio’s No. 1 


ad budget for the coming fiscal 
year and the probabilities are that 
it will allow for some sort of par- 
ticipation in the new medium, al- 
though the degree and direction of 
this participation have yet to be 
crystallized. 

The P & G organization seems to 
have taken the stance that though 
it is fully appreciative of video’s 
potential in the mass selling mar- 
ket it wants to be shown why it 
should move into the new medium 
in the immediate future and what 
are the chances of return on the 
investment. The account is look- 
ing to its several agencies to come 
up with the answer and -make 
recommendations. One answer al- 
ready advanced involves the argu- 
ment of staking off time franchises. 

In the meantime the manufac- 
turer has assigned two of its staff 
men from the radio depart t to 
keep themselves thoroughly ap- 
prised of video developments and 
maintain a close contact with the 
P & G agencies on tele matters. 


WNEW’S ‘WORTH’ SHOW 
BOUGHT FOR CBS-TV 


CBS Television has bought a 
show which was produced, and 
aired until recently, by N. Y. indie 
radio station WNEW. Stanza _ is 
“What’s It Worth?” a session pre- 
sided over by Sigmund Rothschild, 
N. Y. art restorer and appraiser, 
on which he analyzes the values of 
curios and antiques brought in by 
listeners. 

CBS expects to put the show, a 
half-hour sequence, before the 
video cameras sometime next 








retail price, Stephens said. 


month. 


customer will shortly pass on its’ 





HIRING SETUF 
S NIGHTMARE 


The single problem of applicants 
for employment in television has 
become staggering. The applicants 
have reached the proportions of a 
small army, all motivated by the 


dream of “getting in on the 
ground floor.” 
The situation is such at CBS 


that television officials there now 
flatly refuse to interview anybody. 
Meantime there are high-placed 


tele execs who .cannot obtain 
either executive or secretarial 
help. Last week the whole CBS 


employment application responsi- 
bility was turned over to Robert 
Kalaidjian, director of personnel 
for CBS proper. 

The mad rush into tele is ap- 
plicable to the other networks as 
well. And to a proportionate de- 
gree tele stations outside of New 
York are encountering the same 
situation. 

The rapid and dizzying expan- 
sion of CBS’s television plant, 
staff, schedule and expenditures in 
Manhattan has created working 
conditions which everybody agrees 
are now and may for months to 
come continue to be appallingly 
confused. The CBS studios alone 
would create much chaos as work- 
men push executives and others 
out of 15 Vanderbilt avenue 
(Grand Central). In the next 
months CBS Television will be 
divided between special offices on 
42d street for program people, an- 
other office near Times Square for 
supplemental staff, and a third 
contingent quartered at the radio 
network itself in 485 Madison. 

Training ‘Directors’ 

While readying to occupy the 
remodeled studios (world’s larg- 
est), CBS is training its new staff. 
For weeks on end the program ex- 
ecutives including Worthington 
Miner must take time off from the 
pressure of program planning and 
building in order to give regular 
classroom instruction to new “di- 
rectors” who have never directed 
a television show. Again there are 
camera and technical crews in 
constant apprenticeship and every- 
body is in everybody else’s path. 

Because of the pressure to get 
the CBS video schedule moving 
by summer, ¢the top officials, 
Adrian Murphy, Larry Lowman, 
Miner, George Moskovics, Leon- 
ard Hole, Jerry Danzig, Rich- 
ard Redmond, Robert Bendick, 
Merritt Coleman, et al. are ‘on 
a 16-hour routine every § day. 
They have found it necessary to 
refer many responsibilities to the 
radio parent company. In addition 
to the personnel problem, CBS is 
handling the publicity, promotion 
and labor negotiation aspects for 
the TV corps. 





WCBS Shifts Quarters 

WCBS-TV, CBS’ key television 
outlet in N. Y., will move into its 
studios on schedule but it won’t 
be the much-heralded new studios. 
Web has been prevented from fin- 
ishing work on those through in- 
ability to find office space for its 
TV staffers now quartered in the 
Grand Central Terminal Bldg., 
i A 


Studio shows will be resumed 
tonight (Wed.), after more than a 
year’s layoff, when Doug Edwards 
airs his news show from the old 
studio from 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. Sta- 
tion will swing into regular studio 
operation next Monday (3) with a 
musical variety show featuring 
songstress Shaye Cogan and an in- 
strumental. trio. 
Foods commercials for pickups 
from Madison Sq. Garden, mean- 
while, have been staged in the old 
studios for several months now. 


First Int’] Telecast 


Detroit, April 27. 

The first international telecast is 
scheduled for presentation tomor- 
row night (28) by WWJ-TV. 

Permission has been received 
from the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. and the FCC to televise the 
opening ceremonies of the Windsor 
Junior Chamber of Commerce In- 
dustrial Exposition from the Wind- 








sor Arena in Windsor, Ont. 


DuMont Sez It Won't Be Left Behind 
In Building a Web; Battleground Set 





Roll Out the Barrel 


Washington, April 27. 

There’s plenty of oil on that 
television antenna. Movement 
of about 10 millionaire oilmen 
into video forms the single 
largest block of non-radio en- 
trepreneurs staking claims on 
the TV channels. 

Here’s a sample of the oil- 
men’s invasion of tele station 
ownership: 

Millionaire Texan Homer W. 
Snowden is putting in bids for 
Oklahoma City, Denver, Shre- 
veport and Wichita. 

Partnership of oilmen H. H. 
Coffield, W. L. Pickens and R. 
L. Wheelock is applying in 

. Phoenix, Corpus Christi, New 
Orleans and San Antonio. Both 
outfits are expected to enter 
fifth applications momentarily. 

Former Houston oilman 
George E. Cameron, Jr., has 
applied for Tulsa and is pre- 
paring bids for four other 
towns. 

C. C. Woodson, oilman-pub- 
lisher-broadcaster, has bids in 
the hopper for Amarillo, Waco, 
Lubbock and Austin, Tex. 

Californian Ed Pauley is in 
the race for tele in Frisco a 
is eyeing other West Co 
markets. 

Millionaire Glenn McCarthy, 
indie oil operator, is after both 
AM and tele stations in Hous- 
ton. 

Alf Landon, oilman and 
former GOP Presidential con- 
tender, has a request in for 
Denver tele. 

First big grant to oil in- 
terests went to the Lacy-Potter 
Tele Co. in Dallas. Since mil- 
lionaire oilman Lacy’s death, 
Potter has decided to stay in 
video with the help of outside 
capital. 


* Serving notice on the major net- 


works that DuMont is not to be 
left out in the cold when it comes 
to establishing a video web, Du- 
Mont stations relations manager 
Halsey V. Barrett declared that a 
station’s previous relations with an 
AM web won’t count for much 
videowise. “Two determining fac- 
tors in building a television net- 
work,” Barrett declared, “are the 
best program service and the low- 
est price availabie.” 

For that reason, he declared, 
“DuMont is going out to build it- 
self a television network taking 
nothing for granted.” DuMont, he 
revealed, is going to place consid- 
erable emphasis on its kinescope 
recorder in luring affiliates into 
its fold. Use of the recorder, he 
pointed out, will make possible the 
establishment of an “air express 
network,” which should render ob- 
solete the question of coaxial cable 
or microwave relay costs. 

Casting doubt on the major net’s 
consistent boast of the number of 
new tele affiliates inked, Barrett 
pointed out that none of them yet 
has claimed to have signed an af- 
filiate on an exclusive basis. “These 
contracts may not be specific on 
programs or costs,” he said. “Be- 
hind all the press releases they’ve 
been putting out, we’d like to know 
whether the affiliates have actu- 
ally been signed, or whether the 
other networks presume they’ll 
sign eventually. If they have been 
signed, what teeth have been put 
in the contracts? Is there anything 
to preclude a beautiful friendship 
with another network?” 

DuMont believes, according to 
Barrett, that there will be little 
competition for affiliates in cities 
with five or more tele channels. 
Such situations, he declared, will 
approximate a sellers’ market for 
the networks. Real battleground 
will come, he said, in the many 
cities with populations of about 





100,000, where there are only three 





CBS Cut Out Of 
D.C. Tele Picture 


CBS was cut out of the Wash- 
ington television picture entirely 
last week when-WMAL-TV, Eve- 
ning Star station in the capital, 
inked a two-year affiliation con- 
tract with ABC. Only four chan- 
nels have been assigned to D. C. 
and the other three are owned- 
and-operated outlets of NBC, Du- 
Mont and Bamberger Broadcasting. 
What plans CBS will now be 
able to make for all-important 
Washington coverage have yet to 
be determined. It’s believed pos- 
sible the web will endeavor to 
work out some kind of a sharing 
arrangement with one of the four 
webs already established there. 
That, however, is considered dif- 
| ficult since each of the four either 
‘has, or will have, its flagship sta- 
‘tion in N. Y., site of the CBS key 
tele station. 





WMAL-TVW’s affiliation with ABC | 


| 


‘offers the first definite proof that 
ltele stations will follow their AM 
‘networks in signing affiliation 
deals. Heavy pitch had been made 
for the station by CBS, with in- 
dications pointing less than two 
i weeks ago to a probable affiliation 
with that web. WMAL, the Eve- 


| 


Live General | ning Star’s AM outlet, is an ABC comment that ranged from 


| affiliate, however. 


ELEANOR KILGALLEN 





Eleanor Kilgallen joins CBS 
next week as head of television 
‘casting. She’s quitting the Mark 
|Hanna office, where she’s been 
| handling production on her sister 
| Dorothy’s radio series for the 
Drackett Co. 

Until last summer, Miss Kilgal- 
len was in charge of casting for 
Young & Rubicam and previous to 
that had the same job at NBC and 
then CBS. 





TO CAST FOR CBS-TV. 


channels available. Barrett also 
pointed out that it’s impossible to 
draw an analogy to radio on af- 
filiates charges. “There will be 
much more market area thinking 
in television,” he said: “The great- 
er the population, the greater will 
be a station’s share in the line 
charges. Charges won’t be set on 
a per-station basis, as they are in 
radio.” 

Barrett disclosed that DuMont’s 
kinescope recorder is now ready 
for commercial use. Recorder is 
similar to Paramount’s theatre 
television system, comprising a 
specially-built camera which re- 
cords the images off the face of a 
juiced-up tele receiver on film. 
(Unlike Par’s camera, DuMont’s 
| works only with 16m film.) Du- 
Mont has already used the recorder 
to audition shows for agencies. 
Only thing holding up its use for 
network purposes, Barrett said, is 
the working out of the costs in- 
volved. 


Tele Takes Richmond, 
| With Mixed Reaction; 
Lotsa Brass on Hand 


Richmond, April 27. 

| Television, slightly out of focus 
/at its coming-out party, made its 
|.debut in Richmond Thursday (22) 
‘night to meet with varied public 
“too 
many bugs still in it” to state- 
ments by ranking state and city 
officials who hailed it as “a stim- 
ulus to educational and cultural 
opportunities.” 


| WRTR, the city’s first video out- 








| let, began its telecasting activities 
/with an elaborate fivehour pro- 
gram, despite some technical dif- 
| ficulties which prevented crystal- 
| clear reception on receivers in the 
studios, many radio shops, some 
hotels and film-houses and a few 
| in private homes and corner coke 
| shops. 

|. WTVR is owned and operated 
| by Havens & Martin, Inc., also 
‘eager as the Richmond Broad- 


(Continued on page 41) 
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So carefully researched that the writers try when possible So vital to its listeners that some have written to pledge 


to pisit actual scenes where the event originally occurred. 


ss 








So vivid and so real thai a housewife in Connecticut heard 
her own voice crying “Stop!” to Joan of Are’s executioners. 


























Top CBS newsmen report the event 





as if it were happening before their very eyes. 
ra sg CBS microphones and men are at alt phases of the event, : 
«eae reporting, describing, and interviewing the chief figures. 
The resources of modern radio are used to the fullest, 
giving the illusion of foreign pickups and switches 
_ from one.point to another. 























the Battle of 
Gettysburg... 


Suddenly, because of a great CBS show, YOU ARE THERE!) 


“YOU ARE THERE?” is the new title for cne of the most 
applauded programs in Radio. Reasons for the name-change 
(from “CBS Is There’): the series is now available for 
sponsorship and no longer needs an institutional label; 
and the real point of the whole thing is that indeed, when 

: - this show goes on, you are there. 


_ YOU ARE THERE as if you’d been 
sitting close by your radio when 


~ Columbus caught sight of land... 


© or when Lincoln visited Ford’s 
Theatre on a certain April night in 
= 1865...or when a handful of men 
- decided to make a stand at the Alamo. 


Radio’s critics have pulled out all the 
a e<4 stops in praising this one. 

It’s “arresting as the headlines you just scanned” to Walter 
Winchell, who knows a headline when he sees one. And from 
Vogue to Variety, the story’s the same. It’s “a blessing,” 
“among the finest,”’ it’s “gripping entertainment,” “an all-round 
top-drawer job,” and “one of the most interesting and listenable 
programs of any sort ever heard,” with its production “as slick 
a bit of business as you'll find in radio.” 


But even more important, the listeners have taken this show to 
their hearts. Seldom has a new radio program aroused such 
loyalty, or evoked such intense reaction, expressed in thousands 
upon thousands of letters, from people of all ages, in every kind 
of occupation, all over America. 


To an advertiser who wants to reach all those people... 

and who’s looking for an important radio program with the 
rarest of added features, “built-in” good will . .. CBS believes 
you'll have reason to be glad YOU ARE THERE, 


_ ACBS PACKAGE PROGRAM 
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Katz Poses Idea of 


Dual TV Rates 


To Clarify Station's Service Types 


The Katz Agency, rep for several + 


newspaper TV outlets, has submit- 
ted to these stations a rate card 
formula which, it believes, will 
simplify things for the buyer. Pro- 
ceeding on the observation that 
time buyers have found the aver- 
age TV rate card confusing be- 
cause it doesn’t define the kinds 
of video services included in the 
rate, Katz urges that two rate 
structures be set up, one, a basic 
rate. and the other, a studio rate. 


The basic rate would apply to all | 
but live talent, special feature and | 


remote programs and _ include 


transmitter and film facilities, the | 


services of an announcer and the 
use of recorded music as_ back- 
grounfi to film commercials. It 
would also cover programs and an- 
nouncements fed by another sta- 
tion or a network. 


The studio rate would prevail on 
all live talent studio production 
and the price would entitle the 
account to the facilities covered by 
the basic rate plus any existing 
camera facilities, technical. crew, 
program director and minimum re- 
hearsal time, based on a ratio of 
two units of rehearsal time for 
each unit bought. Special feature 
and rei. ‘te programs, according to 
the Katz suggestion, would have 
to be figured individually and 
quoted on an all-inclusive basis. 


The rep’s recommendations also 
embraces a time-unit rate formula 
designec to include 10-minute and 
20-minute segments, which would 
charge 60% of the hour rate for a 
half-hour, 50% for 20- minutes, 
40% for a quarter-hour, 30% for 
10 minutes and 20% for five min- 
utes. 





Philadelphia — Bosh Pritchard, 
plunging halfback for the Eagles, 
local pro football club, has two 
off-season jobs. He’s a crooner- 
baritone, singing at club dates and 
making recordings. And he’s just 
been signed as announcer and m.c. 
on the Gretz. Beer TV “Sports 
Scrap Book” show on WPTZ. 





3-Way Sponsor Spread 
On Philly TV Ballcasts 


Philadelphia, April 27. 
Three sponsors are dividing the 
television chores of all home games 
of the Philadelphia Athletics and 
Phillies from Shibe Park this year. 
| They are the Atlantic Refining 








Hedgerow Theatre Sets 
Deal With WPTZ for Shows 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

The long-established Hedgerow 
theatre of nearby Moylan, Pa., as 
agreed to a deal with WPTZ, Philco 
video outlet, to televise a number 
of Hedgerow productions during 
the coming season. 

WPTZ will make its studio and 
technical facilities available for 
the telecasts. Hedgerow, second 
largest repertory in the world, set 
a record in American theatre his- 
tory April 21 when it celebrated its 
25th anniversary. 

David Metcalf, Hedgerow pro- 
duction manager, will be in charge 


| Co., Davis-Buick, of Philadelphia, | o¢ television research. 


| and Philco Distributors, Inc. Davis- 


others having sponsered baseball 
telecasts here last year. 


and per game basis. 
doubleheaders, one concern will 
sponsor the first game, another the 
second. 

WPTZ, Philco Corp. outlet here, 
will televise all games except those 
played om Wednesday, Thursday 





|}and Friday nights, which will be | 


icarried by WCAU-TV, owned by 
|the Philadelphia Bulletin. 


|chores again this year—for both 
| stations. 


DuMont Slots 2506 For 
Studio Repairs; Hikes 
Wages to Avoid ‘Raiding’ 


Apparently out to compensate 
for its lack of any major radio af- 
filiation, DuMont television has 
slotted $250,000 for refurbishing 
the studio, transmitter and remote 
pickup equipment of WABD, N. Y. 
Key outlet of the proposed Du- 
Mont tele web, the station will 
serve as the origination point for 
most of the network’s future pro- 
gramming. 

DuMont also announced this 
week a general wage increase for 
production and clerical workers. 
That move, too, is seen as a step 
towards the establishment of bet- 
ter programming, since it will re- 
duce the chances for other stations 

(Continued on page 39) 








Buick is the only newcomer, the | 


Sponsorship will be on a rotating | 
In the case of | 


TV Parade Goes On 


Claude | 
| Haring will handle the announcing |_ . 
| trict manager of Fox-Denver Thea- 








Flock of Bids As 


Washington, April 27. 
Pix men figured in two of an- 
other dozen new bids for tele op- 
eration reaching the Federal Com- 
munications Commission last week. 
Harry Huffman, since 1935 dis- 


tres, Inc., is prexy of the Aladdin 
Television Co., new bidder for ch. 
9 in Denver. Frank Ricketson, who 
shares ownership of the tele com- 
pany with Huffman, is prez and 
director of Fox Inter-Mountain 
Theatres, Inc. Bernie Hynes, man- 
ager of the Denver Theatre will 
direct TV programming for Alad- 
dip. Fox-Theatre ads will be ac- 
cepted, the application said, on 
same terms as other sponsors. 
Meanwhile, the Wolfson-Meyer 
Theatre Enterprises of Florida will 
become majority owners of WTVJ, 
Miami tele outlet, if FCC approves 
last week’s bid to transfer control 
of the station. It is the first sale 
of a TV property without AM or 
FM affiliations. Wolfson-Meyer 
hopes to buy 1,000 shares of Class 
A stock in WTVJ and will float a 
20-year-loan of $200,000 to under- 
write station expenses. Edward 
Claughton, owner of Miami Beach 
theatre and real estate properties, 
and Edward J. Nelson are with- 





drawing from WTVJ, while a third 
(Continued on page 41) 





Legiters inf 


as thesps usually do in:film work. 
Care and trouble that an actor 
must take in learning a video role 
is well worth it, he said, since 
when several million people are 
eventually able to watch a single 
tele performance, the audience will 
be as large as that achieved by a 
play running three years on Broad- 
way. 

With the experience gained from 
six tele plays already in its back- 
ground, Langner admitted that the 
Guild “has made strides but hasn’t 
learned much yet” about the new 
medium. “We’re not cocky about 
what we've learned,” he declared, 
we haven’t had enough 
time to study television thoroughly 
yet.” Guild is still vastly interested 
in tele’s possibilities, he said, and 
wants to learn to “walk along 
with it.” Guild will continue its 
emphasis, he said. on popular 
dramas and good plays, as in the 
“Theatre Guild of the Air,” rather 
than on murder mystery shows 
and soap operas. 


Guild Learns Some Lessons 


Among the things the Guild has 
learned, Langner declared, is that 
it’s possible to take a full-length 
play, cut it down to an hour or an 
hour-and-a-half and put it on the 
air. “We feel very strongly,” he 
said, “that each play must be 
adapted for the medium, unless, of 
course, it’s a one-acter, which is 
a complete work in itself.” He 
noted that the Guild considered 
its tele versions of “Mornings at 
Seven” and “Stage Door” as the 
best it had done. “These were the 
first two for which we had special 
versions written,” he declared. “We 
began to see the need of that step 
after the first two or three plays.” 

Guild has also learned, accord- 
ing to Langner, that “hamming is 
much worse on television than on 
the stage.” In tele, he pointed out, 
an actor is working within a few 
feet of the audience, which makes 
the medium much more intimate 
than the stage. Legit actors, con- 
sequently, must learn not to pro- 
ject as they do’on the stage, he 
declared. He also noted the ter- 
rific strain on actors engendered 





by the sweltering studio lights. 


Continued from page 31 





TV: Langner 


NBC’s new studio 8G, which gen. 
erates about one-fifth as m 
heat as the average tele studio and 
which the Guild will use for the 
first time Sunday (2) night, should 
make for better acting, Langner 
ae aeraiit 
e. confirm reports. th 

Guild would start soon onal 
gramming one tele show a w 
over the NBC web. “We'll prob- 
ably do every month one drama 
one musical, one studio-type (are 
tistie vaudevil'e) show and an hour 
of two one-acters,” he said. Guild 
refuses to attempt a play each 
week, not only because it hasn't 
time for its other activities, but 
also because “we want that one 
big dramatic show to be an event.” 

Langner praised the work of 
NBC staffers Ed Sobol, Fred Coe 
and Owen Davis, Jr., in sharing 
their knowledge of tele with the 
Guiid. “It’s worked out as real 
collaboration,” he said. “The’ve 
supplied the television knowledge 
and we've supplied the theatre 
knowledge.” 


FAIRBANKS SKEDS 16M 





Hollywood, April 27. 

Jerry Fairbanks Productions, 
which makes all telepix for NBC, 
will start shooting television reels 
with 16m units after “Public Pros- 
ecutor’”’ series winds at studio. 

Fairbanks initial announcement 
was to the effect that video would 
be done on 16m but firm went into 
production on 35m and reduced to 
16m due to technical difficulties at 
the time. Fairbanks has been shoot- 
ing on 35m because he lacked 16m 
cutting equipment. 

Firm will use film made by East- 
man expressly for Fairbanks for 
television lensing. Video firm re- 
lated that quality on this film is 
better than 35m reduced to 16m. 
Bankrolling 16m is also a much 
less expensive job. 


‘Prosecutor’ Finished 
Lensing on the first 17 issues in 
Jerry Fairbanks’ “Public Prosecu- 

(Continued on page 39) 
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AND IT’S ALL YOURS!’ 


ponsor WBT’s “Sports Review” with Lee Kirby from 6:30 to 6:40 p.m., five nights a week, and 


you'll talk to practically everyone in Charlotte. And many, many more. For 96% of WBT’s 


3.500,000 listeners live outside of Charlotte, .. in 94 Carolina counties where 50,000-watt WBT has 


virtually no Charlotte competition. “Sports Review” is, of course, subject to prior sale. So if you 


want a time period with a super-Hooper-dooper, grab your phone...now! 


Jetferson Standard WBT Broadcasting Company 


¢*18.2—C. E. Hooper, Oct. 1947-Feb. 1948 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. + 50,000 WATTS + Represented by RADIO SALES 


LENSING FOR TELE FILMS 
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Meet the Brazil-bound Turners: Mr. & Mrs.; Jimmy, 14; 











Wilfred, 9; Walter, 5; and Terrell, 2. 
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Mrs. Turner waited 16 years for this... 


Mrs. Reginald Turner of South Hawthorne Road, 
Winston-Salem, had dreamed for years that some 
day she’d be able to go hack to the town in 
Brazil where she spent her girlhood with her 


missionary parents. 
Last week, her dream came true. 


It happened when Mr.Turner, a $4,400-a-year 
VA employee, stopped the music! For five weeks, 
nobody had been able to identify the Mystery 
‘Tune on ABC’s new STOP THE MUSIC show. 
Then m.c. Bert Parks called Turner in Winston- 
Salem. With the help of the neighbors, Mr. T. 
came up with the right answer .. . and raked in 
17,000 smackers’ worth of prizes. Among them: 
new car, trailer, boat, piano, television set, fur 
coat, diamond ring .. . AND a 38-day South 


American cruise that takes in Porto Legro, Mrs. 
Turner’s home port. 

So, as soon as school is over, the whole family 
will set sail on their luxury cruise. Happy land- 
ings, Turners! 


The Turners’ windfall is the kind of dream-stuff 
that ratings are made of. Which is why audiences 
for STOP THE MUSIC have been building 
steadily, week after week. The Hooper for April 
18 showed a nice fat 8.0 for the full hour .. . with 
a top of 10.5 in the final quarter! Not bad in only 
five weeks on the air! If YOU want to get in on 


the newest, hottest thing to come along in radio- 


in many a day, call CIrcle 7-5700. Do it now. 
Remember: STOP THE MUSIC is for sale 
whole, or in parts! 


PROGRAM DEPARTMENT 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
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EVERYBODY WINS 
With Phil Baker, contestants; Ken 

Roberts, announcer 
Producer: Bruce Dedge 
30 Mins., Fri., 10 p.m. 

PHILIP MORRIS 
CBS, frem New York 
(Milton Biow) 

Phil Baker, erstwhile quizmaster | 
on the “Take It or Leave It” Every- | 
sharp show, has returned to the 
House of Biow—this time for 
Philip Morris—with a new quiz- | 
giveaway show tabbed “Everybody | 
Wins.” On last Friday’s (23) pre- | 
miere, everybody won but the lis- | 
tening audience. 

The new program is slotted at 
10 p.m. Friday on CBS in the pe- 
riod vacated by the Dinah Shore 
show, which Philip Morris has 
moved over to NBC. As giveaway 
shows go, it’s been gimmicked up 
to the hilt—with the persons sub- | 
mitting the question cashing in on 
everything up to $100 that the 
studio contestant muffs. 

Then there’s a surprise element 
for the punch, a series of “mystery 
packages” dangled before the win- 
ning contestants. It seems that 
Baker is permitted to bid up to 
$100 for the box chosen by the 
participant, with the latter privi- 





|Warnow waving the stick. 


|\cided to try the ultimate in the} 
'sure-thing line—a Frank Hummert 
| musical. 





leged to accept the box with its 
undisclosed contents, -or the 
amount bid by Baker. If that 
sounds complicated, it wasn't any | 
easier on the listener. 

All of which added up on Fri-| 
day’s- preem to just another give- 
away, a program lacking warmth, | 
human interest or anything sug- | 
gesting sparkling adlib or repartee. | 
Granted that Baker’s a veteran | 
showman with years of quiz vox- | 
popping behind him, via “Take It,” | 
the fact remains that his opening | 
contribution was bereft of any en- 
lightenment. 


His almost intolerant attitude— 
or so it seemed to the listener— 
toward the first winning contestant 
who apparently fumbled in trying 
to open the “mystery box,” his 
carelesss handling of lines which, 
at one point, found him saying to 
a femme participant on the sub- 
ject of dish-washing: “Do you think 
men should help their husbands in 
the kitchen?” or again his failure 
at another point to proffer the 
correct line muffed by a contestant 
—none of these helped toward giv- 
ing “Everybody Wins” the refresh- 
ing note that was needed. Rose. 


-- oe = noe 








iSong and Mine” is unmistakably a 


'continuity, type of numbers, per- 


YOUR SONG AND MINE 
With Thomas L. Thomas, Mary 
Martha Briney, Felix Knight, 
Enrico, Charles Magnante, Wahi 
& Banta, Rese Bampton, cherus, 
erch; Edward Slattery, ceonduc- 
ter: Larry Elliett, announcer 
Producer-Writer: Frank Hummert 
30 Mins.: Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
BORDEN 
CBS, from New York. 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


After years of floundering from 
one radio experiment to another, 
Borden finally switched last season 
from Young & Rubicam to the 


Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, only 
to whiff again with “Arthur's 
Place.” Then the dairy combine 
obviously tried fo play it safe with 
a straight musical show with Mark 





i 
j 


When even that setup failed to| 
pay off, the account apparently de-| 


So the Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency has put its creative 
pride in its inside pocket and 
bought a show from the Air Fea- 
tures assembly line. If this doesn’t 
work the company will presumably 
do its advertising via sandwich 
boards. 


*From the opening fanfare and 
perfume-laden billboard, “Your 
Hummert production. The talent, 
formance and even the way the an- 
nouncer reads the song introduc- 
tions have_the characteristic style} 
of such Hummert perennials as 
“American Album of Familiar 
Music.” “Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round,” “Waltz Time,” ete. And 
if the Hummert trademark doesn’t 
exactly stand for imagination and 
the very latest in arrangements 
and continuity style, it has demon- 
strated a consistent popular appeal. 


The talent for the series indi- 
cates that the budget is a peg or 
two above the standard Hummert 
musicals—possibly $6,000 or so. 
Besides such dependable regular 
vocalists as Thomas L. Thomas, 
Mary Martha Briney and Felix 
Knight, the guest for the premiere 
was Rose Bampton. In addition, 
there are such regulars as Enrico, 
violinist;- Charles Magnante, ac- 
cordionist, and Wahl & Banta, duo- 









chestra, 


with Edward Slattery 
ba 


toning. 
According to the lush opening 
spiel, this is supposed “to bring to 
those in whose hearts the throb of 
romance still lives, the love songs 
—the songs of romance—that touch 
the harp strings of memory and 
sweet sentiment.” Nevertheless, 
like all Hummert productions, 
“Your Song and Mine” has ad- 
mirable pace and its choice of 
songs invariably provides easy 
listening. On this broadcast the 
numbers included “D-Ya Love Me,” 
“My Romance,” “Can I Forget 
You?”, “The Rosary,” “Falling in 
Love with Love,” “Among My Sou- 
venirs,” “If You Are But a Dream,” 
“Drifting and Dreaming,” “I Love 
You Truly” and “Auld Lang Syne.” 
Besides warping the language a 
bit more with that “If it’s Borden’s, 
it’s got to be good” slogan; the 
commercial copy on the opening 
show was reasonably direct and 
painless. The two major plugs 
were for evaporated milk, with a 
New York local cut-in for Lady 
Baltimore ice cream. Hobe. 


How Jack Eigen Parlays : 
Disk Jockey Phenom Into 
No. 1 Star Bait Showcase 


By ABEL GREEN. 

The disk jockey is a postwar 
show business phenomenon, as 
revolutionary as the atomic bomb, 
and with about the same effect so 
far as the orthodox form of talent 
purveying is concerned. It’s so rad- 
ical that between the jukebox and 
other forms of electronic enter- 
tainment, new laws will become 
necessary. These will be laws hav- 


ing to do with the mechanical or, 


recorded form of musical enter- 
tainment. Right in the middle of 
all this is the disk jock because, 
either through him or because of 
him, right now the entire amuse- 
ment industry is in a bit of a stale- 
mate, as witness the Petrillo edict 
versus recorded music. 

This may be a roundabout way 
of getting to a strictly local voice 
in the night called Jack Eigen, an 
all-night platter chatterer from a 
New York nitery, the Copacabana. 
Disk jocks who are hep to trade 
talk are not new. Barry Gray, 
(Continued on page 54) 
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AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 
SHOW 


With Henry Morgan, Jo Stafford, |. 


Frank Sinatra, Jack Benny, Ruth 

Chatterton, Eddie Dowling, 

Charlyes Erwin, John Carrell, 

Bernie Green’s orch, Louis 

Nizer, m.c. 
Producers: Steve Barry, Saul Krieg 
30: Mins.; Mon. (26), 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. & Hellywood 

A group out of show business re- 
sponded last Monday night (26) to 
a human cause of great urgence 
and collectively contrived a plea 
that couldn’t have helped but make 
a deep impress upon its listeners. 
The mission of the personalities re- 
cruited by the American Cancer 
Society for the event was more to 
arouse understanding than to en- 
tertain ‘and the objective was ef- 
fected with commendably subdued 
but telling strokes. Each in turn 
by either laying it straight on the 
line or dramatic narrative espoused 
the two prime ways of checking 
cancer, regular medical examing- 
tions and support of research or- 
ganizations, such as the ACS. 

Louis Nizer, lawyer, author and 
almost as w.k. as Georgie Jessel as 
a banquet m.c., ringmastered the 
program with expert. precision. 
Frank Sinatra and Jo Stafford each 
also contributed a song, with Alex 
Stordahil and Bernie Green baton- 
ing the backgrounds for the vocal- 
ists. Aired from New York was a 
dramatic sketch in which Eddie 
Dowling, Ruth Chatterton, John 
Carroll and Charles Erwin joined 
to relate the bitter-sweet tale of a 
cancer-stricken youngster whose 
malady was not detected until it 
was too late. 

The production and writing were 
topnotch all the way. Odec. 


AS OTHERS SEE US 
With Larry Lesueur 
15 Mims.; 11:15 a.m., Sun. 
Sustaining 
WCBS, from New York 
CBS took this one off the shelf 
last weekend (25) after an interval 
of several months. Even though 
the gloss it had when the series 
was introduced back in February 
’47 was missing, the clip-reading 
session was carried off with an air 
of well-balanced newsiness and 
analysis. The material was tersely 
documented, with the _ editorial 
comment reduced to the simple 





cr, 
via Fd ak Womans, 
Ham 

nie Brown 
Producer-Director: Sam Levine 
30 ; Sat. 3 p.m. 
U. S. 
MBS, from New York 

This half-hour pitch to p 
the sale of U. S. Savings Bonds, is 
aimed at the younger set. 
ever, the effectiveness of this show 
is doubtful imasmuch as the age 
bracket that this show will entice 
is too young to have the ; 
withal to shell out the $18.75 ang 
up for this sponsor's product. 

There afe more primary fail 
in this layout that will militate 
against its maximum effectiveness 
Foremost flaw in the blueprint is 
the fact that Hampton's jive is more 
suited for the vaude theatres and 
ballrooms than for radio. Cut of 
from the visual values of these 
media, Hampton's audience e- 
comes limited to jazzophiles and 
hot-music adherents. There's also 
the factor of selectivity. The tunes 
played here are unfamiliar, full of 
cacophonies understood only in 
limited circles. 


The Hampton show originates 
mainly from New York where the 
benefits of Canada Lee’s services 
as emcee are obtainable, but once 
on the road, local talent rounds 
out the spoken portions of the 
show. Layout caught had Fred 
Fisk performing these chores from 
the stage of the Howard theatre, 
Washington. Fisk’s introductions 
are bright and listenable. 


Session has no Mutual outlet in 
New York, WOR. being otherwise 
occupied at that hour. Conse- 
quently, recordings are made off 
the Mutual line for rebroadcast by 
WNEW at 5 p.m. Saturday. Jose. 





function -of leading off the next 
batch of contrasting newsprint 
viewpoints. 

Assisting Larry Lesueur in this 
survey of what the foreign press 
has been saying about the United 
States are a couple of°unbilled an- 
nouncers, who alternate with Le- 
sueur in reading the clipping ex- 
cerpts. Last Sunday’s (25) stint 
was on the theme of the Italian 
elections. The gamut of opinion 
covered a wide variety of sources, 
according, so it seemed, the critical 
comment about 80% of the Euro- 
pean columnar appraisal. Odec. 
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almost 2,000,000 


@ people hear it — 


every week! 
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TES WORS 6:00 PM NEWS! 


PEOPLE in 861,980 homes listen to WOR’s famous 6 o'clock: 
news in an average week. Figuring on the lean side— 

two to a family—it means that nearly 2,000,000 people 
listen. The majority of them can be tapped on the shoulders 
and made to trot into stores shouting “Gimme! Gimme!” 


for your product or service. 
and Saturday. It won't be for 


things move off the shelves. 
NOTE: Another great news 


is LOngacre 4-8000. Ask for 


mutual 













WOR’s 6:00 PM news is open Tuesday, Thursday 


long; not at the price for which 


we're offering it, not with the reputation it has for making 


buy on WOR is the 12:30 PM 


news strip. It’s the second highest-rated local daytime 
news show available. It can be had on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. That is, if you dash for it. 

Grab one or the other, or both, fast. The number 


“Sales”, 


WOR 





~heard by the most people 
where the most people are 
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TWO GREAT NEW PROGRAM IDEAS 


“MUTUAL NEWSREEL’ 


Presenting ibe News—As Ii Happens — 
By People Throughout the World To Whom It Happens 


<<7-IROM now on we want to hear the 

F people who make the news do their 
own talking”— with this message wired and 
cabled to all Mutual stations and overseas 
correspondents, “Mutual Newsreel” got 
under way. 

To bring this idea to life, “Mutual News- 
reel” draws on the full news facilities of 
Mutual’s 500 affiliates—uses on-the-scene 
reporters with mobile units, wire and, tape 
recorders, special short-wave and line feeds. 
Plus Mutual’s corps of 22 foreign corre- 
spondents trained in special techniques. 
Plus the facilities of international news and 


short-wave facilities. 


“Mutual Newsreel” has been acclaimed 
by press and listeners. 

Variety: “punchy, dramatic, authentic... 

real life vignettes.” | 

Chicago Tribune: “the listener feels he 

was there when the news broke.” 

New York Times: “a true realization of 

radio’s journalistic potential.” 

“Mutual Newsreel” is the only program 
which covers all the news 24 hours a day 
and presents it to the listener condensed and 
organized—for 15 minutes each night, 
Monday through Friday. Newsreel presents 
a complete picture of the news by the men 


and women who make the news. 


Developed by A. A. Schechter, radio’s leading News and Special Events 


importance and rating. Build your business with it. 


executive, who has introduced more “firsts” in his field than any man, 
“Newsreel” will, we predict, become his biggest hit. Listen to the show 
tonight (in most cities it follows Gabriel Heatter) — watch it build in 





“Opinion-Aire’ 


“Radio’s Court of Public Opinion” 


A few of the nation’s top personalities presented 
in recent weeks by “Opinion-Aire’. 

Senators Taft, O'Mahoney, Ball, Johnson, 
Flanders, Baldwin. Also top industrialists, educa- 
tors, labor leaders—in fact, outstanding figures in 
all fields of endeavor. 


TYPICAL OF THE 
NAMES ON RECENT 
BROADCASTS: 


Clement Atlee 
Warren Austin 
Bernard Baruch 

Sen. Styles Bridges 
Gen. Omar Bradley 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Winston Churchill 
Art. Gen. Clark 

Sir Stafford Cripps 
Dwight Eisenhower 
Sen. Homer Ferguson 
Henry Ford, II 
Mohandas K. Gandhi 
George VI 


* Andrei Gromyko 


Herbert Hoover 
Bob Hope 

Rep. Leo Isacson 
John L. Lewis 

Joe Louis 

Secretary Marshall 
Jan Masaryk 

Pope Pius XII 

Mrs. Eleanor-Roosevelt 
Robert A. Taft 
Henry Wallace 
Queen Wilhelmina 


‘O PINION-AIRE” transforms studio into court-room, is filled with 
suspense, places “on trial” a new major issue each week. Prosecutor 


and defense counsel are top rank newsmen; witnesses are outstanding 


people in our national life. And they battle it out. 


In addition and no other forum has this feature —“Opinion-Aire” gets 
the listener to express his opinion— by telephone and written ballot... 
and the results are announced over the air. The show pulls thousands of 


letters each week — record being 14,000. 


Called “the brightest new idea in airing controversial opinion. In fact, 
it’s the only new idea to come along.” (John Crosby) and described as “a 
dynamic format” (Variety) “Opinion-Aire” is another of Mutual's great 


new program innovations. 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


WORLD'S LARGEST NETWORK 
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Cleveland In a Stew 


Continued from page 26 


i ames also can be han- | grams to permit the broadcast of 

pt a areal Ase full games, but ee Bill — 
: ‘knew the network commitmen 

Out-of-town weekday afternoon | anal stand in the way before 


games will be broadcast starting | he pacted the contract. 








3 p.m. over the AM station, while; This year Cleveland is on day- 
the FM station will carry them | light saving time, which confuses | 
complete. When the Indians play the situation. Last year, while re- | 
in the west, this schedule means |maining on slow time, network | 
most of the games will be carried ‘commitments were over earlier, | 
in full on AM station. ithus giving WGAR, which handled 
Program manager Charles Hunt- | the ball games, more Indian time | 
er declared the station is seeking {on the air. Even so, the ball club | 
means to ease scheduling of pro- ' had the same basic time problems. 


Stassen Says Yes 

Harold E. Stassen, apparently 
not missing a bet in his drive for 
the Republican Presidential nomi- 
nation, is the first to accept ‘CBS 
television’s invitation to air his 
platform on the web's “Presiden- 
tial Timber” series of shows. Invi- 
tations were wired to all acknowl- 
edged candidates over the week- 
end. with Stassen’s acceptance fol- 
lowing immediately. 

Stassen’s show, consequently, 
tees off May 27, in line with CBS’ 
policy of letting the Republican 
candidates have their say prior to 
the GOP national convention and 
holding the Democrats until 
shortly before the Dem’s conclave. 
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| NOW ON THE AIR COMMERCIALLY 


AK cial operation with its 571 foot tower 


INNEAPOLIS— 


ST. PAUL MARKET... 
On April 27, 1948, KSTP-TV began full commer- 


+s ae 


highest structure in the Northwest. Over 3,000 
television receivers’ are already in operation. 
KSTP-TV men, with more than nine years video 


training are making Northwest television history. 


KSTP-TV cs Ready - 


3 Image Orthicon Cameras. 
2 Microwave Transmitters and Receivers. 


3 Orthicon Cameras. 


16 mm strobo-light projector equipped for 
over 140 minutes continuous projection. 


and Howell cameta with 


complete lens complement. 


complete lens complement. 


* FOR SOUND PICTURES 


Single System Berndt-Bach auricon camera 
with full lens complement. 


* FOR FILM PROCESSING 


Huston Speed Developer. 


Nations Piret NBC Affiliate 


REPRESENTED BY EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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The “Suinu Cities Market ts Ready! 





From The Production Centers 


Continued from page 28 


elected prexy of newly-organized Chi Television Council. Other officers 
are Ardien Rodner, veepee; Fran Harris, secretary, and Russ Tolg, 
treasurer .. . WCFL switches from Katz to Bolling as its rep, May } 
...Fred Bline, Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample account exec, broke his leg 
while vacationing at Sun Valley ... Jimie Spanos, formerly with 
Pittsburgh’s WSSW, has taken over as WIND’s flack and promotion 
chief . . . Tim Morrow, veepee in charge of radio for the W. W. Garri- 
son Co., recovering from an.operation at Wesley Memorial Hospital 
|... NBC has added nine engineers, three announcers and two directors 
‘to fill in during vacation time. Among the newcomers are William 
| Murphy, brother of freelance announcer Bob Murphy, and Pau! Enright, 
ex-program director of WTMV .. . “Ladies Be Seated” originates at 
the National Food Show in the Chi Amphitheatre May 10-14 .. . Clif. 
ton Utley launched a new five-a-week series of news commentaries via 
WMAQ Monday (26) . . . Christopher Lynch set for the Catholic Vet- 
eran’s benefit at Orches.‘a Hall May 5... Jack Rooney bowing out 
of the Quiz Kids—lineup because of old age ... Johnny Jacobs hand- 
shaking oid chums whiie here for his announcing turn on the “Gene 
Autry Show” Sunday (25). . . Officers of the recently formed Illinois 
Broadcasters’ Assn. are Frank Mills, WDWS, prez; Bob Jones, WIRL, 
veepee; Walt Emerson, ABC-WENR, secretary-treasurer. Art Harre, 
WJJD, Oscar Hirsch, WKRO, Oliver Kellar, WTAX, and Leslie John- 








son, WHBF ... WLS hosted 40 Future. Farmers of America over the 
weekend ... Miller & Hixon have set a 119-day spot campaign for 


Riverview Park on WIND . . . NBC prexy Niles Trammell banqueted 
at the Racquet Club by department heads and account execs during 
his stopover ... ABC’s flack department mulling plans to punch up 
Don MeNeill’s 15th anni as emcee of “Breakfast Club” come June 23 

. Walter Preston, WGN’s program chief, in N. Y. for Mutual’s 
program clinic . .. Leonard O’Connor replaces Bud Thorpe on WMAQ’s 
wire-recorded “‘News on the Spot.” Thorpe switches to NBC’s announc- 
ing staff. 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


Dan Hunter, chief engineer ABL-WMAL and WMAL-TV, resigning 
to associate with Jansky & Bailey, D. C. engineering consultants 
George Greaves, ass’t manager NBC-KNBC, in town for a week to study 
video operations of WNBW preparatory to NBC’s tele debut in Frisco 
this summer President Truman’s nominee for Commerce Dep't Sec- 
retary, Charles Sawyer, also prez of WING, Dayton, and WIZE, Spring- 
field, O. FCC Chairman Wayne Coy in Indiana for mother-in-law’s 
funeral, with result FCC cancelled its regular en banc meeting .. . 
, WTOP-CBS dropped skedded airings of Budapest String Quartet Satur- 
day afternoons to carry the races... Indie WQQW premiering weekly 
airer “Jewish Life’ Sunday (25) under sponsorship of Joseph A. Wilner, 
clothiers . . . Joe McCaffrey, CBS correspondent for past four years, 
signed with WOL-Mutual for daily 8 a.m. news stint ... WOL pub- 
licity director Lou Brott now p.r.o.’ing for Sunoco’s Three Star Extra 
on the NBC ether . .. Don Roper, chief announcer for WABD, shifting 
to DuMont’s Washington outlet WTTG for announcing-producing assign- 
ment... WWDC and WWDC-FM to air all night and Sunday Washing- 


ton Senator’s games, with daytimer WPIK gptioning the afternoon 
stanzas. 
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| Brownsville, Tex. — T. Frank 
Smith, prez of KVAL has acquired 
‘the license of the qutlet in a deal 
involving $30,000 for a 40% in- 
terest. 


Gen. Taylor 


Continued from page 29 








one of their number in FCC. Since 
Ray Wakefield of California left 
last June, Idahoan Rosel Hyde is 
the only Commissioner who can 
claim to speak for the West. If 
President Truman looks into Con- 
gress or broadcasters’ ranks for a 
new Commissioner, it is unlikely a 
Middlewesterner could be named, 
since Coy is a Hoosier, Jones an 
Ohioan, and Paul Walker hails 
from Oklahoma. : - 

It was speculated that any re- 
vival of J. Leonard Reinsch’s can- 
didacy would lead to further howls 
of “politics” on Capitol Hill. 
Reinsch, who has the support of 
many broadcasters, is radio advisor 
to Truman and manager of the 
Governor Cox stations. 

Taylor has the reputation of be- 
ing a “solid liberal” and an excel- 
lent lawyer - administrator. His 
boosters claim he could do much 
to strengthen the FCC bench along 
lines set by Chairman Wayne Coy, 
whose short tenure has already 
won him kudo’s from Capitol Hill 
and broadcasters alike. 


reece nes 


Trim Budgets 


Continued from page 27 
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America’s foremost sing- 
ers of Western tunes, The 
Texas Rangers, are ready 
to lasso their large audi- 
ence into your sales room. 
They rope ’em in with 
their wide selection of 
favorite tunes, beautifully 
transcribed. These trans 
criptions, numbering in 
the hundreds, are virtually 
as flexible as live talent. 
They allow you to spot 
your messages wherever 
you want them. In other 
words, you add The Texas 
Rangers to your sales force 
at a price that is scaled to 
fit your market and sta 
tion. You'll find perfect 
harmony... in songs and 
sales. ' 


Wire, Write or Phone for 

















doubt when the previous renewal 
time came around. Also considered 
shaky are the Plymouth-DeSoto- 
sponsored “Christopher Wells” 
CBS show and the Rayve Shampoo- 
bankrolled Henry Morgan program 
on ABC. Future status of Gulf’s 
“We the People” CBS program is 
also said to be in doubt. 


General Foods and General Mills 
jumped on the budget retrench- 
ment wagon in recent weeks, the 
former buying the less expensive 
Goodman Ace comedy as replace- 
ment for Fannie Brice, with GM 
axing two of its four quarter-h@ur 
NBC daytime serials. 

Last year Eversharp had three 
shows riding the networks—-Henry 
Morgan, “Take It Or Leave It” and 
“Maisie.” Today it is left with one, 
“Take It.” Anchor-Hocking receut- 
ly pulled out, dropping “Crime 
Photographer.” 

Colgate’s Kay Kyser and Judy 
Canova shows have been renewed, 
but report is that/the talent nut 
on both has been trimmed. 

Mutual has two of the season’s 
most widely kudosed new entrants 
—its Newscope and RFD America 


shows—bul with o ng Jakes, eee ne eane . 
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KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 


Geo. 8. Halley, Mgr. Syndicated Features 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


between Yankee Stadium and WINS, N. Y., wrote an 

Crossed Saturday (24) of the kind that’s popular in broadcasters’ 
ov _ Mel Allen was spieling ree vygeetong S Sos. nine via 
kup to the Crosley-owned indie when the e became 
phone Wirt a gent making a phone call. Obscenities of the four-letter 
ty suddenly blued WINS’ ether. Arthur Scanlon took the mike at 
sce 2 and begged listeners with tears in his voice, over and over, 
4 want our fault!” Of some 500 phone calls that lit up WINS’ 
yitehboard like a Christmas tree, many were in “we know it wasn’t 





* sympathy. As of yesterday (Tues.), J. Walter Thompson, 
pean oe the ballcast’s bankroller (Ballantine brew), was still awaiting 
agency anation from the phone company—which swore it couldn’t find 


= ne refund, to date, and nobody canned. 


Walter Kiernan, ABC gabber, and John Kieran, the “Information 
please” (MBS) expert, are always getting each other’s mail from mixed- 
up listeners. (Both happen, incidentally, to have wives with the same 

me, both come from New. England and both have homes in Con- 
necticut.) Letter Kiernan just received from a femme dialer, however, 
topped them all: : pee 

She said she reads his column. (She’s right, Kiernan does a daily 
piece for Hearst papers.) She added she never missed him on “Info 
Please.” (Well, that’s Kieran.) She noted she got his program at 
Junchtime. (That's Kiernan.) She thought Oscar Levant was very 
funny the other night. (Mark one up for Kieran.) When Kiernan read 
that she wanted him to send a list of books that would help her finish 
her formal education, he dispatched the letter to Kieran, saying: “This 
one is for Kieran, the Brain. I am Kiernan, the Brawn.” 

Kieran wrote back: “This one isn’t for either of us, Walter. 
the Rev. William C. Kernan, radio’s friendly philosopher. I sent it on 
to him.” 








ABC sales department, piqued by the current furore over radio’s 
propensity for giveaway shows, has riffled through the mags and news- 
papers and come up with a tabulation to show that all the pot o’ gold 
contests aren't on the airwaves. Some of the whoppers the ABC’ers 
found: Ralston-Purina, for its cereals, 3,101 prize$, including 500 radios, 
via N. Y¥. News; Queen Anne Candy, $41,000 worth of prizes, via Comic 
Weekly; Procter & Gamble, for Oxydol, $35,000 in prizes, via This 
Week; Armour, for Chiffon Flakes, $100,000 in prizes, including 30 
Fords, via Comic Weekly; Presto Cookers, $20,950 in prizes, via Amer- 


It’s for 


| 


| 
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| several months ago. 


| 
| 
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Texaco’s 5G TV Show 


Texaco has 


video web, starting June 3 or 10.) 
Span involved is 
9 p.m. 
rthur Kudner, agency on the 
;account, is still looking over show 
prospects. 


Tuesday 8 to 






Fairbanks 








t—— Continued from page 34 


tor’ series of television shorts has 
been completed and the first 11 
are ffow being edited and scored 
at Fairbanks’ Hollywood studio. 
Musical director Eddie Paul left 
for the Coast Monday (26) to super- 
vise the scoring and all 17 are ex- 
pected to be completed about 
May 1. 

Series is to be transmitted over 


the NBC video web, under the | 


deal signed by NBC and Fairbanks 
NBC has not 
yet made a pitch to sponsors for 
the shorts, preferring instead to 
wait until they’ve all been deliv- 
ered. It’s believed they’ll be 
offered on a network basis, under 


| NBC’s theory that films for tele 


ican Weekly; P&G, for Dreft, each day for 25 days, $1,000, 50 other | 


prizes, via Good Housekeeping; Lipton Soup, $10,000 cash, 233 prizes 
worth $25,000, via N. Y. News; Lever Bros., for various soaps, $100,000 
contest, first prize $3,000 mink coat, via This Week; General Mills, for 
Wheaties, 1,000 Columbia bikes, *via N. Y. News. Who, the ABC’ers 
ask, clamors about mag and newspaper giveaways? 





First aid manual, “Care and Protection of Dodger Fans” dreamed up 
by WHN’s (N.Y.) flack Jo Ranson, and Roy Popkin, publicity director 
for the Brooklyn Red Cross, has resulted in one of top free-space pay- 
offs of the year. Not only did the sports and news editors of most 
metropolitan N.Y. dailies reprint copious sections of the manual, but 
there’s some talk of a film company making a short based on the opus. 
Most radio stations and networks gave the item some attention, but 
naturally left out WHN’s part in the venture. WHN broadcasts the 
Dodger’s home games. 


AT LAST ... | Mai, Armstrong 


THE MOST THOROUGH COURSE 
IN ALL PHASES OF Continued from page 4 jae 


“RADIO COMEDY: 
HOW TO WRITE IT” 


By 
ART HENLEY 


(NOTED COMEDY WRITER) 

uw 7 

A must.""—RADIO DAILY 
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manded whether RCA’s strategy 
wasn’t to load the market with 
monochrome sets and to delay color 
until the company is ready to ob- 
solete its present product. The 
NBC exec told Tobey only a “sim- 
ple adaptor” is required to receive 
color on the present monochrome 
sets. 


Then Tobey, reprising Major 
Edwin Armstrong’s oft - repeated 
charges, lambasted RCA for “do- 
ing its damndest to keep FM and 
Armstrong down” between1936-40. 
He flashed a 1936 RCA report on 


“Monumental job." 
—UNITED PRESS 
“Anyone who can add 2 and 2 will be 
able to write jokes.” 
ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
“A serious treatise on the technique of 
Provoking afly desired intensity of 
laughter from a yock to a belly... . 
Everything « gag writer needs for the 
ing and improvement of his 
craft is detailed in these books.” 
—VARIETY. 


HUNDREDS OF JOKES, SKITS AND 
VERSES IN FOUR HANDSOMELY 
BOUND VOLUMES 


1. GAG-WRITING 

2, SITUATION COMEDY == 
3, COMEDY CHARACTERIZATION 
4. COMEDY CONSTRUCTION 

All 4 Books . . . $9.50 Postpaid! 


Send Your Check Now to 
HUMOR BUSINESS PUBLISHING CO. 
104 East 40th Street, New York City 





from FCC and another confidential 
1937 memo by Guy urging RCA 
“to forestall FM” by developing 
AM in the high bands. Guy denied 
this was his intent. 


At one point, Tobey declared 
eight copies of a 1935 RCA report 
were sent to Russia though ‘“sup- 
pressed from our own engineers.” 
No one was surprised when the 
Senator put Major Armstrong on 
the stand to support his charges. 
Armstrong said FCC straitjacketed 
FM by giving it only five channels 
in '36, and delayed it two-to-three 
years by moving it upstairs in 
1945. 

Tobey concluded: “For the last 15 
years we've had a situation where 
a combination of big interests and 




















‘Seeneencnennmmmmmmenns the government between them can 
+ ae gRQE mgm 5 make it practically impossible for 
“JINGLES anyone to develop an invention. 
THAT DON’T 


Dallas—A new regional network 
to be known as the Texas Broad- 
casting System has been formed. 
‘| Stations comprising the web in- 
clude KRLD, Dallas; KABC, San 
Antonio, and KTRN, Houston. 


JANGLE”’ 
LANNY AND GINGER GREY 


; Radio s & Jingles 
852 MADISON AVE. N. ¥. 28 














FM which he said was suppressed: 





TOMMY LYMAN 


The Leslie House 


New York 
After Theatre 


Voeal Coach 


JOHN QUINLAN 


Special Material by 


MILT FRANCIS 





should be sold that way instead of | 


on a per-station basis. 





Seattle—Bob Hillis, radio script- 
er, now doing Weekly radio column 
in Seattle Home News, shopping 
paper. 


appropriated a+} 
weekly budget of $5,000 for the |: 
‘program it will carry on NBC’s|} 








DuMont’s 








'to raid WABD for its key program- 
ming personnel. In announcing 


| the wage hike, DuMont prez Dr. 
iAllen. B. DuMont declared the 
jcompany would “establish wage 
\rates as high or higher than the 
re for the area or the indus- 
Gn = Rig 
| All phases of WABD operations 
‘are to Benefit under the $250,000 
,expenditure. According to net-| 
|work director Lawrence Phillips, | 
ithe spending was necessitated by 
|““demands placed upon us both by | 
|sponsors and the television audi- | 
/ence.” Better equipment, leading | 
|to better programming, meanwhile. | 
will offset the competition of other 
broadcasters, deemed most  im- 
portant in lining up a tele network. 
WABD’s studio A in the John 
| Wanamaker store is to receive a 
|\new camera boom capable of lift- 
jing both the camera and its opera- 
tor eight feet above the floor, 
jthereby giving directors more op- 
|portunities for various camera 
| shots. Studio is aiso to be repaint- 
ed and redecorated, with the con- 
trol room slated for complete air- 
conditioning. Studio C, adjacent 
to studio A, and used heretofore 
for rehearsals, is to be modernized 





2506 Studio Repairs 


—~mmm Continued from page 34 M 


| ly-operated 





in preparation for live shows. All 
the gear, except for film projectors, 
is being scrapped, with a dual 








image orthicon chain to be in- 
stalled. 

More than $50,000 is being spent 
to meet an expected boost in the 
station’s remote schedule, with a 
new microwave relay system and a 
third camera chain to be added. 
DuMont has also slotted part of the 
fund towards installing new re- 
motely-controlled and mechanical- 
radar antenna units, 
which will permit transmitter en- 
gineers to get on the microwave 
beam from remote pickups more 
quickly than before. 


DuMont Appoints Hole 
To Gen. Mgr. at WABD 


Len Hole, until now CBS asso- 
ciate director of television, has 
been named general manager of 
WABD, Dulkiont’s flagship station 
in N. Y. Position has been un- 
filled for the last six months, when 
John McNeil was upped to direc- 
tor of commercial operations for 
the DuMont web. 

Hole had been affiliated with 
CBS since 1935. His switch to Du- 
Mont after so long a time with 
CBS points up reports that the 
major webs are planning to by- 
pass their key video execs by plac- 
ing top radio personnel over them. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 


“MEET ME AT THE COPA” ON ITS 


st birthday 
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To the WINS audience for their faithful listening. — 
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cooperated so beautifully. 


AND THANKS TO 


CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Pr a 97. 8S. 9 Oe eleg ENE Fle AR MIS Ye 
ig! Man 08 Se SLE eae Ne TOMES ve ENE Hee HR OS YET Se 
oe Re te ear ABSA LS SO Pi ead 


rin Columbia's new picture “| Surrender Dear. 


= -— - Mee ee ta eae 
Fog pag STS RM 
teas PASS ESE et ges 


Poe Toe 


oo Sod, 






eee 


10 


JOHN FLORENCE SULLIVAN’ 
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Congratulations to Jack as he moves into the N. Y. Strand pa 
on May 7th to emcee the In Person show. And he will 3 
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Red Skelton around to clients for 
$18,000, which includes right to the 
NBC Tuesday night time. 

Despite Rexall’s trick wording 
of the collapse of negotiations with 
Jimmy Durante, it is being ac- 
cepted by the comic's business 
handlers as a complete washout of 
the -eontract and deals are being 
negotiated in other quarters. Tom 
Luckenbill, radio head of the Esty 
agency, is said to be still interested 
in Durante for Camels, his former 
sponsor. Luckenbill is now m 
Hollywood and has been conferring 
with Lou Clayten, manager of Du- 
rante. Other clients have alse made 
inquiry about Durante’s availabil- 
ity for next season. Contract be- 
tween Durante and Rexall will be 
officially washed up this week 
when Justin Dart, head of Rexall, 
meets with Harry Batten, prexy of 
Ayer, in New York. 

Ayer resigned the Rexall account 
early last week because of its dis- 
approval of the negotiations and 
the Rexall-Bandwagon-NBC deal 
was temporarily stymied. After 
frantic phone calls between the 
Coast and New York it was rein- 


THERE’S A BIG 
JOB WAITING 
FOR THE RIGHT 
KIND OF FILM 
TELEVISION 
SALES 
MANAGER! 


if you know the sales end of film 
television aad have personal con- 
tacts with television stations, spoa- 
sors, agencies, etc., there's a big 
job open for you in our orgentze- 
tion which controls rights to heun- 
dreds of feature and short subject 
films. Write in detail te Box 311, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York. 














All members of our organization have 
been apprised of this advertisement. 


Shuffles Bustin’ 


Continued from page 








Out All Over 


stated and resulted in a tentative 
structure for the new setup. 


It has been generally known in 
the trade that Fitch has been in a 
ibad way financially and had been 
trying to unload both the show and 
the time as-a package considera- 
tion, with NBC prexy, Niles Tram- 
mell, said to have nodded approval. 
Fitch recently demanded that the 
Bandwagon price be cut from $12,- 
500 to $8,000 for next season and 
had been shopping around for a 
summer replacement not costing 
more than $1,000. 


BBD&O enters the picture be- 
cause it has handied the Rexall re- 
tail business (Ayer had the 
chunkier manufacturing end) and 
because of recent acquisition of the 
Jack Benny show. Ben Duffy, prez 
of BBD&O, was in Hollywood for a 
few days last week along with Wick 
Crider, a veepee of the agency. 
Arthur Pryor, Jr., radio head of 
BBD&O, planed to the Coast Satur- 
day and out again Sunday. Ramsey 
has been the agency on Fitch and 
thus will be cut in on the Rexall 
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customers to request such arrange- 
ments, it feels that it cannot grant 
them to some of its clients without 
offering the same arrangement to 
all NBC advertisers who might re- 
quest it with equally good reasons. 
And since no two problems of this 
sort are similar, misunderstandings 
between the network and some of 
its other clients and prospective 
clients are probably inevitable. 

The “lend-lease” arrangement, 
with its manifest complexities, 
might ultimately make it difficult 
for the network to operate its pol- 
icy to the satisfaction generally of 
its present and prospective clients. 
Further, there appears to us to be 
no counterpart of the “lend-lease”’ 
arrangement discussed here in 
other media of advertising. 


Therefore, NBC, after close scru- 
tiny of all the factors involved and 
careful consideration of possible 
future developments, concludes 
that in the interests of all its 
clients and prospective customers, 
the policy of “lend-lease” should 
be discontinued. Effective immedi- 
ately, clients who for certain rea- 
sons find themselves unable to con- 
tinue their time periods on NBC 
will be asked to relinquish the 
time to the network. The present 
“lend-lease” arrangement, after it 





billing due to its long association 


has expired, will not be renewed. 


with NBC in the Sunday time. | 
Benny and MCA are said to have | 











played more than minor roles in 
proposed transference of the Sun- 
day time from Fitch to Rexall. 
_  BResent Keys Tactics 
| Another . “unloading,” that of | woman who bet her husband that 
| Skelton by Brown & Williamson, |an upcoming jackpot call of the 
|puts NBC’s Trammell -in the hot | overripe surefire variety would be 
lseat on two counts. Long time ad- | aimed at a south central city, on 
yvertisers with NBC, who have eyed |the basis of the sponsor thereby 
the net’s Sunday and Tuesday time | “riling up the fewest.” 
spots, will resent both the time gift Regarding the Portland scene, 
to Rexall and Keyes’ open dealing | Creighton Gatchell, g.m. of the’ 
for the Raleigh Tuesday 
Agency men are highly incensed at | ices there, is reported actively dis- | 
Keys for what is called unethical | couraging contests with any sem- 
practice, that of offering NBC time | blance of a chance element in local 
as an inducement to woo clients | programming, on the ground that 
from other agencies. Trammell is | “giveaways are bad radio.” Feeling 
said to be equally culpable for per- |is that sumptuous giveaways in- 
mitting Keyes to make this “pre- | variably make for one ingrate and 
mium” offer. 50,000 enemies. Gannett stations, 
'on the other hand, have long been 
{successful with sewing contests, 
|ete., where the stress is on skill 
‘of workmanship, which makes it 
{more like earning than winning. 
| with less likelihood, it’s figured, of 
roller. As result Skelton is up for {the sponsor going to a lot of 
sale (see separate story). trouble to foul his own nest egg. 
The following is an extract of a2! Meantime, for the networks’ 
letter going out to all clients and part, the general attitude seems to 
agencies on NBC: os | be: let’s ride the fad while it lasts; 
In the recent past, two clients the listeners will decide when 
asked the network to execute with | they've had enough of it. Question 





‘Hinterland 


am Continued from page 27 
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Lend-Lease 











them so-called “lend-lease” ar- | being raised by many observers, 































rangements for their program time however, is: with the webs, gener- 
and talent which they had under | ously aided and abetted by spon- 
contract or options. (“Lend-lease,” | sors, playing the giveaway game 
in this sense, is an arrangemen®¥{o the hilt, every week piling 
whereby a client can relinquish his dumping in more loot, isn’t the 
time and/or talent on NBC to bauble going to reach the bursting 
another client with the privilege of | point awfully soon? _ 

recapturing after a specified period | 
of time, subject to NBC’s approval.) | 
In both instances, the circum-| 
stances prompting these requests | 
|were basefl on shortage of mer- 
|chandise, inability to secure raw 
|materials or other internal prob- 
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‘—am==n continued from page 29 
Pittsburgh, 1; Seattle, none (now 


|lems. The circumstances were not.| 1). St. Louis, 1; Washington, 1; 
however, identical in each case. All| members at large, 3. 
‘details were approved by the net-| sal ‘ Dt ine 

- PP y | The cities without sufficient 


'work prior to anv negotiations be- 
‘tween the parties involved. 

Since then two more clients have 
irequested a “lend-lease” arrange- 
ment with the network. While NBC 
sympathizes fully with certain 
reasons which prompt its valued 


membership to have their own rep- 
resentatives and thus sharing the 
three members-at-large will include 
Albuquerque, Atlanta, Bridgeport, 
Charlotte, Cleveland, Dallas, Den- 
ver, Detroit, El: Paso, Ft. Wayne, 
Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City, 























Louisville, Miami, Minneapolis, 
Peoria, Philadelphia, Portland 
(Ore.), Racine, Raleigh, Rochester 
(N. Y.), Salt Lake City, Schenec- 
tady, Seattle, Sioux City, Sioux 
Falls and Syracuse. 

Under the AFRA system of a 
rotating national board, with mem- 
bers serving terms of varying 
lengths and about half the mem- 
bers being elected every year, 24 
new board members will be elected 
by the various locals this year. 
Nine vacancies will be filled by New 
York, eight by Los Angeles, two 
by Chicago, one each by Boston 
and Cincinnati, and three by locals 
at large. 

The board members whose terms 
expire this year are as follows: 
Alan Bunce, Clayton Collyer, My- 
ron McCormick, Minerva Pious, 
Quentin Reynolds, Kenneth Rob- 
erts, Margaret Speaks and Ned 
Wever (from New York); Edward 
Arnold, Georgia Backus, Griff Bar- 
nett, Eddie Marr, Dick Powell. 
Harry Stanton and Kay Thompson 
(Los Angeles); Norman Barry, Ray 
Jones and Virginia Payne (Chi- 
cago); Andre Carlon (Cincinnati), 
and Al Cantwell, Rebert Donley 





large). 


time. | Guy P. Gannett Broadcasting Serv- | 


and William Metzger (locals 7 








————_————— —— 


supervision of James F. Macan- 
drew, coordinator of broadcasting 
at WNYE, board of education sta- 


tion. 
35-Meeting 

In the institute’s 35-meeting 
agenda, stacked as usual with si- 
multaneous panels and work ses- 
sions, some of the highlights are: 

Friday ' 

A “pre-conference” session on 
Television Programming and Pro- 
duction, arranged by Nathan M. 
Rudich, tele editor, New Theatre 
Arts mag, and tele director of 
Gainsborough Associates. 

Opening general session on 
Building and Producing Effective 
Programs, arranged by Ted Cott, 
WNEW, N. Y., and Harold Fair of 
NAB, with Cott presiding over a 
panel comprised of Arnold Hartley, 
WOV, N. Y.; Eugene King, WCOP, 
Boston; Ben Park, WBBM, Chi- 
cago, and E. W. Ziebarth, WCCO, 
Minneapolis. 

Saturday 

International Aspects of - Radio, 
Lyman Bryson, of CBS presiding; 
talks by William Benton (on the 
Geneva Conference on Freedom of 
| Information); Charles Thayer, of 





| the State Dept. (on “The Voice of 


America”); Luther Evans for 


UNESCO; Arno Huth, of the New 


School of Social Research, N. » a. 
Kathleen Lardie, of WDTR, De- 


| troit; H. B. Summers, of Ohio State 


U., and Judith Waller, of NBC. 
National Organizations and 
Radio, with Lucille Clark, radio 
chief of the American Red Cross, 
North Atlantic area, presiding; 
talks by E. W. Ziebarth, of WCCO; 
Edythe J. Meserand, WOR, N. Y., 











Radio Directors 


Continued from page 27 = 


lances are employed principally by 
the ad agencies. 

Both the name change and the 
campaign for freelance pacts were 
implemented at a recent meeting 
in New York of the guild’s national 
exec committee. Announcement 
was held up until Chieago and 
Hollywood locals could be notified 
by their respective prexies, who 
came east for the meeting. 

Guild toppers instructed their 
national negotiating committee to 
“take such steps as may be neces- 
sary toward obtaining contracts 
covering freelance directors and to 
cooperate with any other guild or 
organization which will further 
this end. The provisions to be in- 
corporated in such collective bar- 
gaining agreements as are realized 
shall include exclusive recognition 
of the Radio Directers Guild, the 
guild shop, name (air) credits and 
basic minimum fees.” 

First step will be to obtain agen- 

cies’ recognition of the guild.% 
Earlier contemplated move, toward 
pacting ad agencies to cover staff 
directors, has been ‘shelved for 
the time being, inasmuch as only 
a comparative handful of cue 
throwers are so employed, great 
majority outside networks’ staffs 
being freelancers. 
‘ Nicki Burnett, RDG national 
exec secretary, will head for Chi- 
cago and Hollyweod the week of 
May 10 to brief local guild leaders 
on recently completed negotiations 
in N. Y. covering web directors 
and to discuss future negotiation 
efforts. 














at Ohio State 
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and Leslie T. Harris, Benton & 
Bowles ad agency, N. Y. 

A Critical Look at Radio Criti. 
cism, Saul Carson, presiding; talks 
by Erik Barnouw, prexy, Radie 
Writers Guild; Earle McGill, prexy, 
Radio Directors Guild; Robert 


Saudek, ABC veepee; Natalie 
Flatow, Girl Scouts radio director, 
others. 

Sunday 


Documentary Programs, Dr. Ty. 
ler, presiding; reports by Ben Park 
on WBBM’s “Report Uncensored” 
series; Bill Wiseman on WOW’s 
(Omaha) “Regimented Raindrops” 
‘series, and Leon Goldstein on 
WMCA’s (N. Y.) “A Home to Live 
In” series. 

Radio and Government, Harvey 
H. Davis, OSU v.p., presiding; 
Charles E. Martz, editor of Our 
Times, moderator; topic: “Should 
the FCC have any control over 
programs?” 

Annual Institute Dinner. Theme: 
“Radio, 1948—An Appraisal.” 
Short talks by five critics. 


“HIRES TO YA’” 
FOR THIRD YEAR 











UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
M-G-M—“Ou the Island With You” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 

Met.: LOU CLAYTON | 














WELL KNOWN 


Broadway producer with 14, months 
television experience wants to join 
television station or advertising agency 
in producing capacity. Bex 3344, 
Variety, 154 West 46th St., New 
York 19, N. Y.. 

















* TELEVISION 


Attention! Agencies... Advertisers 


20 min. weekly packaged telefilm 
featuring great sporting spectacle. 
First come, first sold. Call Field & 


Fitzgerald, PLaza 56-4718. 



































eating Wheaties!” 
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including a eat presi- 
t his disposal. - 
. t by Mrs. Virginia 


fers, 
dency, 
Durr that she will head the Henry 


allace campaign in northern 
A. has sparked new specu- 
Jation on Durr’s plans. The Com- 
missioner declares, however, he 
“has no political commitments” 
and won't make up his mind on 
this count till after the party con- 
ventions. Meanwhile, he intends 
to stick at FCC through June 30. 
Already pushed for speaking and 


‘iting assignments, Durr ad- 
Greased the Acoustical Society of 
America last Friday (23) and 


tiested the House Un - American 
Committee for its treatment of 
atemic scientist E.O. Condon. He 
will speak before the Atomic Sci- 
entists next Friday (30) and then 
e to Columbus for the Ohio 
a radio institute sessions. 
Stood Up and Fought 

Radio men here admit that, with 
the possible exception of ex- 
Chairman James Lawrence Fly, 
Durr has done more to influence 
FCC policies and radio regulation 
generally than any incumbent 
since 1934. His opinions, in dis- 
senting and majority FCC de- 
cisions, have generally plugged for 
diversified ownership of radio out- 
lets, an equal break for ail groups 
in getting ether time, and rapid 
development of FM. He has chal- 
lenged both Congress and the FBI 
when it appeared to him they were 
infringing on or abusing personal 
liberties. 

For example, Durr was the first 
FCC’er to fight “star-chamber” 
tactics of the Cox committee in- 
vestigating the=radio agency in 
1943-44. He protested a Congres- 
sional technique of using a rider 
on a House Appropriations bill to 


Ciacy’s 36% 


‘ta Continued from page 30 


staffers, the puppet shows are to 
be offered in blocks of seven, the 
first to be ready within a month. 


Selling of the WLWT shows, 
says Robert E. Dunville, v.p. and 
general manager of Crosley Broad- 
casting, will be on a percentage 
basis, which is a departure in tele- 
vision policy,- yet old stuff in the 
motion picture industry. The per- 
centage take for WLWT will be 
determined by how much another 
station is paid for WLWT shows. 


New business on WLWT besides 
baseball, which started last week 
with Berger beer for the games, 
and Dodge dealers and Rubel 
bread on separate 15-minute pre- 
game players and fans interview 

ms, includes: Hudepohl 
, International news reel, 20- 
mins., Thursday nights; Camel 
cigarets, Movietone news, 10-mins., 
Mon., Wed. and Fri.; General 
Electric, “Who Am 1?”, a WLWT 
studio show with Red Thornburgh 
and offering prizes to viewers 
called by telephone, 30 minutes, 
Wednesday nights; Lucky Strike 
cigarettes, time signals, supple- 
menting those already on for 
Bulova and Waltham watches. 

Accounts to starts soon are the 
U. S. Sports Parade, from Madi- 
son Square Garden, 20 minutes 
weekly, and Kraft Broadway Thea- 
tre, 30 minutes weekly. 


Flock of Bids 


a——am Continued from page 4 =a 


Partner, Robert G. Venn, will be- 
tome a minority stockholder. 

Others joining the tele parade 
last week included: 

Daniels & Fisher Stores Co., ch. 

, Denver, a newcomer to radio; 
KFEQ, Inc., ch. 13, St. Joseph, Mo.; 
Guy Gannett Newspapers (WGAN), 
ch. 8, Portland, Me.; Meredith Pub- 
lishing Co., (“Better- Homes and 
Gardens”), ch. 9, Albany (Mere- 
dith is also teamed with Tri-States 
Theatres, Inc. for a Des Moines 
operation); WAGE, Inc., ch. 10, 
Syracuse; Express Publishing Co. 
‘KYFM), ch. 7, San Antonio; 
Southwestern Publishing Co., ch. 
8, Tulsa; and the Walmac Co., ch. 
9, San Antonio. 




















——, 








New York—Gene F. Russell, art 
and production supervisor for 
ABC's ad-promotion department 
Since 1944, has been assigned to 
double as tele promotion chief for 
the web. His tele promotion func- 
tions are to be integrated with his 


Want Durr to Stay in Radio 


Continued from page 64 








force dismissal of three FCC em-| 5t@tion 


ployees on loyalty charges in 1944. 
And he traded blows last winter 
with FBI's J. Edgar Hoover on the 
Justice Dept.’s manner of collecting 
loyalty info on radio personalities. 
He was a moving figure in FCC’s 
decision to measure program per- 
formance against broadcasters’ 
promises in renewing radio licenses. 
This in turn led to _prepara- 
tion of the controversial Blue Book, 
fixing “public interest” standards 
for broadcast operations. He held 
out for the AVCO transfer rule 
and waged an abortive fight to fix 
price ceilings on stations changing 
hands durimg the war years. One 
of his most controversial dissents 
declared that broadeasters should 
not have a blanket rule denying 


- 


Pee 


of converting 


starts 


new and promising talent a Broad- | 
way showcasing. Ed Sullivan, the | 
News’ Stem columnist, will emcee. | 

Daily News previously set up a 
show to come from the Versailles, | 
with columnist 
Walker at the helm. Both are in 
line with the Daily News policy | 


LOU WALTERS’ TALENT | 
SHOWCASE FOR WPIX 


WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News tele | 
which 
around June 15, okayed a deal with | 
Lou Walters, operator of the Latin | 
Quarter, N. Y., for “Stairway to 

the Stars,” a show which will give | 


operation | 


Danton | 


its newspaper fea- 


tures into video. 
With the addition of “Stairway” 
the Latin Quarter will have both | 
radio and video shows emanating 
from the club. The cafe opens for 
luncheon daily to air the Maggi 
MecNeilis show over WJZ, N. Y. 





time on the air to an atheist and 
that under certain conditions, a 
non-believer had a right to be 
heard. He has been a vocal critic 
of over-commercialism in radio and 
of the impact of “big business” on 














Raleigh—A $20,000 fire on April | 
13 destroyed or severely damaged 


all of the studio equipment in C_ Woodley, of the station rela- 
WRRZ, located in the heart of the 
station operations generally. |Clinten business district. 











casting Co. Inc. which likewise 
operates WMBG (AM outlet for 
the NBC web) and WCOD, the 
city’s only FM transmitter which 
has been in operation for a little 
more than a year. 


The city had been subjected to 
a terrific buildup, radio and news- 
paperwise, for the initial showing 
of television and hundreds of per- 
sons visited the studios on invita- 
tion while thousands of others got 
their first glimpse of video in the 
major department stores and radio 
shops which remained open at 
night for the occasion. 

In for the opening night cer- 
emonies were various officials of 
NBC whose video net WTVR will 
join sometime in June. Among 
them were William S. Hedges, 


development; 
rector of 


Noran Kersta, di- 
television operations; 
Charles C. Benis, Jr., and Easton 


tions department. 


Tele Takes Richmond 
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| ers 








were Gov. William C. Tuck 
and Mayor Horace E. Edwards, of 
Richmond. 


Film made up the majority of 
the programming, which along 
with the speakers, aiso included 


_ local musicians, a magician, sports- 


i casts, ete. Until WTVR joins the 


net, its local telecasting will be 


| limited to some matinee and night 


programs of just a few hours daily, 


|except Monday, according to pres- 


ent plans. 





MARSHALL TO WORLD VIDEO 

Lee Marshall, board chairman 
of the Continental Baking Co., has 
been named to the board of World 
Video, Inc., new television pack- 


|age outfit owned by John Stein- 
| veepee in charge of planning and 


beck and photog Robert Capa. 

WV has already received a series 
of films on French fashions from 
its Paris correspondents and is now 


, dickering with both networks and 
| ad agencies for a sponsor to bank- 
Among other guesis and speak- ' 


roll its first shows. 
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Sarah Vaughn—‘“Nature Boy,” 
“I’m Glad There Is You” (Musi- 
craft). Nat Cole may meet solid 
competition on ‘Nature Boy” if 
Miss Vaughn’s version gets proper 
exploitation and distribution. As 
superb as is Cole’s interpretation, 
Miss Vaughn’s is even better: 
A cappella acomp is a treat in it- 
self, and the combo adds up, like 
the Cole disk, to a memento of 
quality grooving: Coupling is a fine 
match in mood and producticn. 
Altogether quite a boost to Miss 
Vaughn’s stature. 

Jo Stafford—“Suspicion,” “Clab- 
berin’ Up for the Rain” (Capitol). 
This platter may prove a tickler 
for the hillbilly trade, but to Miss 
Stafford’s admirers it will likely 
sound as so much waste of a su- 





My Favorite Five 
Tom Pahice 

KLXQ, Bozeman, Mont. 

“Moonlight Cocktail” (Glenn | 
Miller). 

“Artistry Jumps” (Stan Ken- 
ton). 

“Bijou” (Woody Herman). 

“T’ll Never Smile Again” 
(Tommy Dorsey). 

“Laura” (Woody Herman). 





[—— 


perior talent. Tex Williams, an- 
other Capitolité, does a far better 
selling and entertaining job of 
“Suspicion.” Despite what hap- 
pened with “Timtayshun,” Judy 
Canova and Esmeralda need not 
trembie over the competition. 


Xavier Cagat—“Cugat’s Nugats,” 
“The Mexican Shuffle” (Columbia). 
Rumbaites will get a wallop out of 
the rhythm and bright, varicolored 
pattern of ‘“Nugats.” Number 
comes on with a subdued claves 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


fore Me” 
Williams Bros. in support, Miss 
-|Thompson whips up quite a camp- 
meetin’ 


chances are that to those who 





beat, other components jdining in 
one by one until a crescendo is 
reached, with a reversal of pattern 
for the finish. Likewise exotic but 
more on the nimbly melodic side 
is the Mexican native dance. As 
lomg as Cugat can go on turning 
out such fare as this there’s little 
chance of the field catching up 
with him. 

Les Paul Trio — “Hip-Billy 
Boogie,” “What Is This | Thing 
Called Love?” (Capitol). Wizard of 
the guitar again projects his mon- 
tage effect, of blending of one of 
previously recorded parts into a 
second stenciling by himself, and 
the results are even more enticing 
than they were with “Lover” and 
“Brazil.” His stringwork against 
the boogie beat is as lushly melodic 
as his treatment of the less frene- 
tic theme of the underside. Worthy 
of frequent repeat on jockey 
rosters. 


Doris Day—‘“It’s Magic,” “Put 
"Em in a Box, Tie "Em with a Rib- 
bon” (Columbia). A pair from her 
own picture, “Romance on the 
High Seas.” Orchestra behind Miss 
Day is pretty much the show on 
*“Magic.” Phrasing that manages to 
come through is not especially 
captivating, but she does carve a 
bangup job out of the hot-tempoed 
maie. It’s reminiscent of the girl 
who poured ’em out for Les Brown. 

Frankie Carle Orch—“Sunrise 
Boogie,” “Moondust Rhapsody” 
(Columbia). A platter that can’t 
miss. On one side Carle mixed his 
“Sunrise Serenade” and “Carle 
Boogie” in a musical graught that’s 
invigorating, and on other he’s 
sketched a mood picture through- 
out which the Carle digits sparkle. 
Bellringer for programming. and 
the counter. 

Monica Lewis and Ames Bros.-— 
“There’s a Tree in the Meadow,” 
“On the Street of Regret” (Decca). 


* Teaming contrives to make |. the |: 


British hit a “pleasant, if unin- 
spired, sentimental refrain. As a 
performance, “Regret,’”’ which the 
brothers do by themselves, carries 
much more sock. Support of the 
Mary Osborne Trio also shows up 
better on “Regret.” 

Eddie Howard—‘“Dainty Brenda 
Lee.” “Put ’Em in a Box, Tie ’Em 
Up with a Ribbon” (Majestic). As 
whipped up by this tenor, the lilt- 
ing strains of “Lee” should* do 
things around the jukeboxes. It 
contains the kind of catchiness that 
demands a repeat hearing. Howard 
lends a lot of bounce to the at- 
tached Sammy Cahn-Jule Styne 
composition. 

Una Mae Carlisle—‘‘Down Where 
the River Meets the Sea,” “Stop 
Going Through the Motions” (Na- 
tional), All that this throaty 








chanteuse needs to make her hap- 
pen on records is the right song. 
Fine expressive strokes she applies 
to “River” prove a basically rich 
talent. Her restrained treatment 
of the lighter-themed ‘Motions’ 
should add to the good impression. 


Larry Clinton Orch—“I Went 
Down to Virginia,” ‘Do-Re-Mi” 
(Decca). Two sides of ingratiating 
dansapation. “Virginia” packs a 
perky lilt, topped off with a bright 
Helen Lee vocal, but it'll most 
likely be the matched novelty that 
will meet the greater favor. Hu- 
morous émplications of the lyric 
are adroitly pitched by Miss Lee 
and the Dipsey Doodlers. 


Carmen Cavallaro Orch— 
“Anitra’s Boogie,” “Evelyn” (Dec- 
ca). “Boogie” item, spiritedly 
paced, allows Cavallaro a more 
frenzied attack at the keys than is 
his rote, but the instrumental isn’t 
particularly exciting. Coupled bal- 
lad is more to the pianist’s style 
and Al Cernick’s vocal fits well 
into the background. 


Kay Thompson — “Louisiana 
Purchase,” “I See Your Face Be- 
(Columbia). With the 


froth to the, lyrics of 
“Louisiana Purchase,” but the 


haven’t seen: the act the grooved 
performance won’t impart a super- 
normal kick. Miss Thompson’s 
husky-voiced impressionistics on 
the other’ side, done to piano and 
without the boys, would probably 
fare the same reaction. 





Platter Pointers 


Al Goodman Sextet (Capitol) 
crowd a mass of snappy rhythm 
and catchy melody into “Shirley 
Steps Out” and “The World Is 
Waiting for the Sunrise,” latter 
spotlighting Mel Powells 88’ing 
and Red Callender’s skinbeat ... 
Erskine Hawkins (Victor) com- 
pounds a sizzling jumperoo out of 
Russ Case’s instrumental, ‘“Ga- 
briel’s Heater” .. . Charioteers de- 
liver a brilliant harmonization of 
“When I Grow Too Old to Dream” 
on Columbia. Group’s “The Last 
Thing I Want Is Your Pity” is’ 
strictly on the shiny cob... Bing 
Crosby also deals a couple of ’em 
off the elbow to the tunes of “I'll 
Remember April” and “So Much 
in Love” ... Mills Bros. (Decca) 
have all the makings of a click in 
“Some One Cares.” Mate, “Con- 





fess,” sounds good but not extra 
special .. . Lawrence 


come up with a laugh specialty for 
Decca, “If You Were the Last Man 
in Omaha” that should make the 
jukes in a big way and register a 
good counter call around the mid- 


west . . . Rose Murphy (Majestic), 


offers an above-par version of her 
chi-chi act in “Time On My Hands,” 
with “Wishing” figuring as a like- 
able encore ... Roy Eldridge, who 
last blew his horn for Gene Krupa, 
has come up with a solid orchestral 
duo for Decéa, with “After You're 
Gone” seeming to have the edge 
over “I Can’t Get Started”... The 
Soft Winds (Majestic) project a 
catchy novelty in “My Sweet 
Patoot with the Bumber Shoot”... 
Anita O’Day (Signature) spreads 
her haunting pipes with fetching 
effect over “Key Largo” and “How 
High the Moon.” Her bebopping 
of “Largo” and Benny Carter’s 
swell arrangement should garner 
this side extra attention from the 
jocks .. . Norman (Pipes) Emmett 
is in on “You Can't Be True, Dear” 
with a passable version through a 
Parade Record that Apollo has re- 
leased .. . Bonnie Baker is on Uni- 
versal with smooth treatments of 
“Teach Me, Teach Me, Baby” and 
“Do It Again.” 


Sheet-Sales Slide Linked 
To Inadequate Ballyhoo 
On Petrillo’s Disk Ban 


Music jobbers believe the cur- 
rent slump in sheet sales is greatly 
induced by the disk ban applied 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians as of last Jan. 1. Theory, 
gathered from retail clerks, is that 
the public was fed a considerable 
amount of publicity concerning the 
stoppage of disks before the ban 
date, but none made it clear that 
the disk companies were stocking 
up with more than a year’s supply 
of new material. Hence, many 
music buyers are under the mis- 
apprehension that no new disks 
are being released and thus, they 
aren’t going into the stores (which, 
of course, also sell music). 

This theory seems sound to most 
jobbers and it can also explain the 
unexpected slump in recorti sales, 
which began about six weeks ago, 
shortly after the sheet sales slide 
began, °* 








Nash Goes Mercury 


Chicago, April 27. 
Murray Nash succeeds Les 
Hutchins as hillbilly head of Mer- 
cury Records. Nash recently left 
RCA-Victor. If and when the re- 
cording ban is lifted, he will head 
hillbilly artists and repertoire, un- 
der Jimmy Hilliard’s supervision. 
Hutchins left Mercury to do per- 
sonal management work. 


‘Nature’ Confounds Music Industry — | 
By Spectacular Bestseller Zoom 


A 





Mercury Buys 20 Kassel 


Chicago, April 27. 


chased its second set of ex-Vogue 
masters, buying 20 disks from Art 
Kassel, former Vogue artist. First 
of these sides, “Doodle Do Do,” 
Kassel’s theme, will be released 
about May 15. First Vogue pur- 
chase included batch of Clyde Mc- 
Coy sides. \ 

Dee Parker, former Jimmy Dor- 
sey chirp, joine’ . Mercury iast week 
when firm bought eight masters 
from singer. 


Novel Method to Get 
Disk Financing Finds 





Before the application of the 
current disk ban last Jan. 1 there 
were many methods used to secure 
financing for the cutting of disks 
independently of manufacturer tie- 
ups, in the hopes that the resultant 
masters could be sold to a com- 
pany later. Few arrangements, 
however, were as novel as those of 
24 sides made by arranger Phil 
Moore, with up to 55 musicians, at 
a cost of approximately $20,000: 

Moore began cutting the disks in 
California, using material that he 
had been writing and arranging for 
some time. Individual musicians 
became so enthused about what 
they were doing that some sank 
their own coin into the venture 
and a corporation was formed. One 
kicked in with $1,000, for ex- 
ample, and others with varying 
sums, in return for which they own 
an interest in the disks. Moore has 
plans involving the concert field 
in the event the disks catch on. 


Some of the musicians financial- 
ly connected with the venture are 
Joseph Schaftel and Bill Miller, 
widely known violinists; Artie 
Shapiro, bass, well. known in jazz 


circles; Lee Young, brother of 
Lester Young, outstanding tenor 
saxist, et al. Mike Coveleski, 


studio art director, is another 
though he’s not a musician. 

Various pieces cut by Moore and 
his men were “previewed” last 
week on Jack Lascouli’s all-night 
show on WOR, New York, and the 
station’s routine was considerably 
upset by the response to them. Out- 
let handled dozens of phone calls, 
requests for repeats, etc. 
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BEG YOUR PARDON (10) 


MATINEE (4) (Morris) 


BECAUSE (Chappell) 


» 

¢ 

< 

+ 

hia 

| TERESA (Duchess) ........... 
TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) .. 
+ 
+ 
+ 


THOUSAND ISLANDS SONG 


SHINE (Shapiro-B) 
DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) 


oer ee een ene 





Welk has 
NATURE BOY (2) (Burke-VED '*b 6 O26 bo go 8 8 yp 670 eeeeeeeeeeeees 
YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (3) (Biltmore)............... 


NOW IS THE HOUR (13) (Leeds)......... 
LITTLE WHITE LIES (7) (BVC)... 
MANANA (12) (Barbour-Lee)........ 


BUT BEAUTIFUL (7) (Burke-VH) 


TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (1) (Chas. K. Harris) .... 


ST. LOUIS BLUES MARCH (W. 


LAROO LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) . 


HAUN TED HEART (Williamson) 


VERONICA PLAYS HARMONICA (Duchess). ....... : 


Sellers on Coin-Machines "2c of vr! 24 


RN ee ee 1 Ome ere 


see ee eee ee eee eeeeeee eee eveeeeee 


eee ee eeee 
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C. Handy)..... 


bs 2 a-% ee ee eee eee eee 
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“ee ee eevee ee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeaeee 


(Morris) 
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Bee "COP. cova onesie ees Capitol 
Jerry Wayne.....<..-.K. Griffin 


Gracie Fields...........London 
Bing Crosby.............Decca 
Dick Haymes............. Decca 
Peggy Lee....... eae a i Capitol 
Mille. BYO6.. vss Dag oa bos Decca 
Francis Craig...secc.i:: Bullet 
Frankie Carle.........Columbia 
Bing Crosby...... fe kv us ereees 
Frank Sinatra......... Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
Buddy Clark .........Columbia 
Woody Herman.......Columbia 
Freddy Martin........... Victor 
Andrews Sisters......... Decca 
Van Horton....,.. Continental 
Art MaGOnsey: oi... en cee: M-G-M 
Jon & Sandra Steele..... Damon 
Andrews Sisters ......... Decca 
Ferko String Band........ Palda 
Tex Beneke....... eer er Victor 
Perry Como...... pid'vecsy ter 
, xo erro Capitol 
POTTY CIND i ys boinc 04%. Victor 
Andrews Sis-Haymes..... Decca 
ee Mercury 
Sammy Kaye.-..,....... Victor 
RT GE ic can cad nce Decca 
Louis Prima..... vier es fg 
Johnny Mercer..... ..-..Capitol 
Perry Como..... eebte seu Victor 
Jo Stafford....... omtewies Capitol 
Frankie Laine..........Mercury 
Freddy Martin........... Victor 
Erte. CHMOOB:. occcce sce Decca 
BOE i cividn as cereal? M-G-M 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of: weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 


Vogue Disks, 8 Dee Parker 


Mercury Records last week pur- 


Musicians Shelling Out 


4 Music and recordin 

the business have prey, A ae ody 
rise to hitdom to match the path of 
the current “Nature Boy.” In less 
than a month from the time it was 
first let out of the bag in which 
Capitol Records and King Cole 
confined it since before Jan 1 
the tune has hit the top of the heap 
in all categories excepting sheet 
sales. However, copies of the song 
weren’t printed until two weeks 
ago. . 

More than anything else, the 
tune’s zoom spotlights the tremen- 
dous promotional power that lies 
with the nation’s disk jockeys, 
From March 29, when the song was 
first released by Capitol, disk jocks 
began pounding it into hit shape. 
There wasn’t a live performance of 
the tune until April 10, when Cole 
himself did it on the air. Since 
then virtually every disk company 
of any importance, and many that 
are obscure, have recorded it and 
rushed to market with it. Almost 
every commercial radio program 
has put it on the air. 

Many discussions have occurred 
as to the reasons for the song’s suc- 
cess. There are those firm in the 
belief that the background music 
to Cole on the Capitol disk has 
much to do with it; that this may 
be true to some extent is evidenced 
by the fact that retail stores that 
cater only to classical trade have 
been calling for copies of the disk. 
They find customers who normally 
buy only longhair platters seeking 
copies. 

Despite the great headstart Cole 
and Capitol had, other companies 
claim excellent sales. Frank Sin- 
atra did it for Columbia, Dick 
Haymes for Decca and Sarah 
Vaughn for Musicraft. And one by 
RCA-Victor, which has a version 
by Eve Young, an obscure name. 
Latter disk was made a capella 
within recent weeks and is being 
marketed as a children’s record as 
well as a pop disk. Nobody at Vic- 
tor professes to know why the com- 
pany chose to take such a course. 
Victor is also bringing in an Eng- 
lish recording for U. S. release. 

eben ahbez (who spells his name 
lower-case), a Hollywood “hermit,” 
wrote the tune and got Cole to re- 
cord it. 

Rainbow Records recorded ‘“Na- 
ture Boy” with Eddy Manson on 
the harmonica and narration by 
Archdale J. Jones. 


Harmonicats Cut “Nature” 
Chicago, April 27. 
“Nature Boy,” hottest new tune, 
was waxed here recently by the 
Harmonicats for Universal Records. 
It was their first post-recording ban 
session. Vocal is by Cappy LeFell, 
who doubles on harmonica, with 
Don Les assisting the group on jug 
bass. Backing was superim 
after original cutting by quartet. 





Disk Jockey Reviews 


.A4sSSY, 








MORNING IN MARYLAND 
With Ralph Powers, Phil Crist 
175 Mins.; 6 a.m., Mon. Thru Sat. 
Participation 

WFBR, Baltimore 

Oldest disk program in town is 
starting its 12th Year under Ralph 
Powers. It runs a Hooper of 7.2 
high for a night-time show and far 
above any other ayem airing |0- 
cally. On the air for practically 
three hours, program has built a 
highly diversified audience wit 
disks that cover a broader field of 
musical preference than the aver 
age session. 

Powers handles it from start to 
finish with help from Phil Crist, 
built into a stooge assistant labeled 
“Cream Puff,” who inserts laughs 
among disks, announcements an 
news periods thrown in at regular 
intervals. It’s all ad lib with cer- 
tain characteristic markin8g®. 
Powers works on the premise that 
early morning audience, banker oF 
bootblack, haven’t much desire for 
stylized handling. 

He rarely uses a disk without a 
basic melody. Straight jive % 
tricky rhythm may get in if they 
are currently hot. He rides the 
favorites and helps in the build-uP 
but he lets go when a tune hits 
nuisance proportions. Patter 1S 
pleasant and entire atmosphere is 
calmly paced. Good change ° 
pace in tempos is employed and 4 
plug on this layout really helps 
a platter in this market. Bur 
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BRITISH ARTISTS 
EYE US. DISK 
CIRCULATION 


London, April 27. 

English recording artists work- 
ing for the Columbia, RCA-Victor 
and various other labels handled 
here by Electrical Musical Indus- 
tries, apparently are a bit jealous 
of the U. S. circulation being given 
their British cousins by the Lon- 
don label, U. S. affiliate of Decca, 
Ltd. It’s understood that singers 
and bandleaders tied up with EMI 
for HMV (Victor) and Columbia are 
pressuring the EMI execs to open 
a circulation channel into the U. S. 

They'd like to see EMI arrange 
a reciprocal deal with Columbia 
and Victor in the U. S. under which 
there would be a constant stream 
of English recordings: pressed for 
the U. S. market. Currently, Vic- 
tor and Columbia, and M-G-M in 
some cases, have been calling for 
EMI masters of American tunes 


they failed to cut before the Jan. | 


1 disk ban in the U.S., but these 
occasions are isolated. 
Moody, EMI exec now in the U. S., 
is supposed to be discussing this 
angle with Columbia and Victor of- 
ficials. 


Calloway a Prize 
On Giveaway Show 


Radio giveaway shows took a 
new twist Sunday (25) when Cab 
Calloway’s orchestra became a 
prize on the “Stop the Music” show 
(ABC). Unique stunt was the idea 
of Bill Mittler, Calloway’s manager, 
who approached the. Lou Cowan 
Agency, which developed the show, 
and was immediately snapped up. 
Calloway did a brief bit on ‘‘Music”’ 
Sunday (25) and next week will 
vocal a tune on the program. 

Calloway’s position as one of 
the prizes is worked out thusty: 
whoever wins him will get the serv- 
ices of his band for one night, for 
either a private party or whatever 





_ purpose designated, except on a 


commercial project. It may be a 
benefit show for charity, etc. He 
will travel to whatever point desig- 
nated by the winner and will work 
with either his full band or Cab 
Jivers combo (eight pieces), de- 
ae on the location of the date. 

services must be used within 
12 months. 

Prizes on the show now amount 
to approximately $10,000, ranging 
from a power cruiser downward. 
Listeners are asked to identify a 


“mystery tune” when called by 
telephone. 


Need New Holes For 
Your Disks?, Guy In 





Minneapolis Sells ’Em 


Minneapolis, April 27. 

A local citizen makes a living 
selling holes for phonograph rec- 
ords—and it’s not a gag, according 
to Cedric Adams, Star columnist, 
who wrote him up. 

h is guy got his start in the 
ole business when he noticed ex- 
pensive recordings had to be dis- 
ame because spindle action 
ore them out. Consequently, they 
a me egg shaped, spoiling repro- 
uction. is all led to the inven- 
a of an outfit which makes “new 
oles for phonograph records.” 
an Ny comes with the outfit, 
C - first takes out the old hole 
* at a new one may be inserted. 
b really amounts to a_plasti¢ 
rushing. Set sells for around $2. 


a 





Ted Alabaster, road manager 


band for 
_— years until the band broke 
af ast December, now operating 
4 estaurant at Carolina Beach, 


Wally| 


N.Y. AFM Gets $89,312 
Slice of Disk Royalties 


New York Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
gets a $89,312 slice of the record- 
ing royalty fund of $1,736,720, 
cited for 1948 distribution last 
week by the AFM. Local is al- 
ready making plans to put the coin 
to use, but no plans have as yet 
been solidified. 


Last year 802’s musicians used 
up their quota of the royalty-per- 
disk-sold income from recording 
manufacturers via 701 free per- 
formances at hospitals, schools, 
parks, etc. More than 5,000 musi- 
cians participated. 


Biltmore Music Sues 
Edwards Co., Charges 


Infringement on ‘True’ 


Biltmore Music, publisher of the 
tune “You Can’t Be True, Dear,” 
[has filed suit in N. Y. Federal 
‘Court, in cooperation with the U. S. 
|Alien Property Custodian, against 
|Edwards Music, another N. Y. pub- 
|lisher, also publishing a version 


of the tune. 
| “True” is a German-owned mel- 








secured for publication in the U.S. 
isimply by applying to the Custo- 
dian. But there are complications 
in the Edwards and Biltmore li- 
icenses which caused the latter to 
charge infringement and ask an 
injunction against Edwards. 

It seems Biltmore has the only 
license from the Alien Custodian 
permitting an arrangement of the 
original tune, titled “Du Kannst 
| Nicht Treu Sein.” Edwards’ license 
| forbids it to arrange the tune; it 
can publish it only in the original 
;melodic form under the English 
'translation of the title, “You Can’t 
Be True.” The “Dear” tagged on 
by Biltmore is claimed by the lat- 
ter to be part of its arrangement, 
jand it wants Edwards prohibited 
from using it and to refrain from 
selling anything but a literal trans- 
lation of both words and music. 
Edwards uses the word “Dear” in 
its lyric, not in the title. 

Biltmore’s license permitting ar- 





jrangement of the song in any way 


it sees fit is for six months only, 
expiring Sept. 2 next. By that time 
the tune conceivably will be dead 
in the U. S., however. 


SCHILLINGER CATALOG 
BOUGHT BY LOU LEVY 


Leeds Music last week bought 
the complete catalog of the late 
Joseph Schillinger, composer- 
scientist. Deal is said to have in- 
volved approximately $25,000 for a 
large group of important classical 
copyrights which will be absorbed 
by the Leeds firm. Some time ago, 
Lou Levy, Leeds head, moved in 
the longhair direction through the 
purchase of the Sprague-Coleman 
catalog, containing a number of 
Alec Templeton compositions. 

Among major items within the 
Schillinger catalog are “March of 
the Orient,” “Grotesque,” “Sym- 
phony Rhapsody,” “North Russian 
Symphony,” etc. Schullinger, born 
-in Europe, was a U. S. citizen and 
his material copyrighter here. 


Bob Stevens Sets Up 
Record Store in Calif. 


Bob Stevens, last with Decca 
Records, is opening a retail disk 
store in Temple City, Cal., next 
month under novel circumstances. 
Stevens will own a controlling in- 
terest in the venture but the re- 
mainder of the stock has been dis- 
tributed among numerous friends 
in the music and recording fields, 
both east and west, at $100 a slice. 

Stevens for the past several 
years has suffered with a severe 
throat condition. Leaving Decca, 
he set up a music publishing house 
in the east over a year ago, later 
moving to California. 











Curtis Gordon, blind pianist, is 
fronting a new five-piece combo in 
San Antonio. He’s also a composer. 
Gordon’s latest tune is “Blame It 
On Love,” now being published. 





MANY START HITS, 


Some of the major recording 
company executives have changed 
their minds about indie disk manu- 
facturers. Whereas all were at one 
time bitterly opposed to the dozens 
of shoestring operations, and con- 
stantly flayed music publishers for 
allowing the indies to get away 
with delaying royalty payments 
as a means of keeping alive, com- 
pany toppers in many cases are 
now highly in favor of keeping the 
indies in biz. And the reason is 
clear enough. 


During the past six months or 
so, obscure labels, some of which 
were unheard of outside their own 
limited territories, have come up 
with repeated hits. And the major 
companies have made a consider- 
able amount of coin on their own 
versions of the songs—coin which 
they would not have earned since 





the tunes probably would have 
gone undiscovered but for the in- 
| dies. 

Majors now have the process 


; _ ee ee ‘down pat of stepping in on locally 
\ody, the rights to which can be | clicking ‘adhe vaanmle, 


All majors 
have feelers out constantly in the 
form of local distributors, sale? 
men, etc., who inform immediately 
of a territorial hit. Dish is then 
carefully watched, and when and if 
it shows signs of spreading into 


(Continued on page 48) 


Standard Blocks 
Musicians Bid For 


Idleness Salary 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Standard Transcriptions, which 
has been trying to make it tough 
for James C. Petrillo and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
over the latter’s disk ban, last 
week lashed out again at the AFM 
through its musicians. It went to 
the California State Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Bureau and pro- 
tested payment of unemployment 
compensation to musicians who 
formerly earned their livelihood 
transcribing and recording. 


Standard held that recording 
musicians are not unemployed— 
that they refuse to work. It 
blocked unemployment benefits of 
10 musicians who had registered 
as being out of work by notifying 
the board it stood ready to employ 
any musician who wanted to work. 
Standard apparently took its cue 
from Michigan events of 18 months 
ago, when auto manufacturers suc- 
cessfully stymied attempts to col- 
lect unemployment benefits by 
striking workers. 

Meanwhile, Standard is continu- 
ing to map plans designed to cor- 
ner the AFM in a legal fight and 
force a court decision as to the 
plegality of the AFM ban. National 
Assn. of Broadcasters is said to be 
financially backing the battle. 
Jerry King, Standard head, asserts 
the opening biast in the argument 
will be fired in Washington next 
week. 





Foreign Waxing 

In the interim, Standard says it 
will go to Paris and Mexico City 
for wax, the first transcription 
company to go beyond American 
borders to record. 

Standard will underwrite a Paris 
session to the tune of $2,000 for 
an armful of salon-music wax. 
Firm will use 25 Mexican mu- 
sicians, two U. S. vocalists and a 
Yank arranger for the Mex session. 
It will not reveal identities of the 
American talent, cloaking the trio 
from possible retaliation by AFM. 

Deal has been cleared with 
Mexican union. at scale of $3.60 
(20 pesos) per hour for sidemen. 
Scale here, before ban, was $27 per 
hour for transcription. The Mex 
union, hostile to Petrillo, won’t let 
Yank musikers in country and the 
AFM bars Mexicans from working 





in U. S. 





MAJORS GARB EM 


other areas and heading toward na- | 


Art Mooney Recupes 
After Hosp Discharge 


Maestro Art Mooney was dis- 
charged from Jewish Memorial 
hospital, Cleveland, over the week- 
end. However, his condition, as a 
iresult of An appendectomy, is such 
jthat he will not return to work 





| until a few days before his June 1 
|opening at the Biltmore hotel, New 
|York. Leader is heading for a 
| Florida rest. 
| Idleness forced upon Mooney 
|comes at a time when he would be! 
best able to cash in on his click 
recording of “Four-Leaf Clover.” 
| Several theatre dates had to be! 
|cancelled, plus a May 11 date at 


Meadowbrook, 


| Frank Dailey’s 
Dailey so far 


Cedar. Grove, N. J. 
| hasn’t a replacement. 


"ASCAP Tele Pacts 
Will Be Limited At 


First to Two Years 


Whatever the rate-formula that 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers de- 
'cides on for television it has 








|}already been agreed with the So-| 
| ciety that the initial contract is not | 
ito run for more than two years. 


Dominant sentiment on the ASCAP 
board of directors favors limiting 
the deal to a year, but the same 
group is willing to let it go for two 
years, if telecasting interests so in- 
sist. 

Formula for tele is still under 
examination by certain factors 
among ASCAP membership, partic- 
ularly producticn writers and their 
lawyers. ASCAP board is hesitant 
about asking the members to sig- 
nature an assignment of their 
video rights until it feels the ma- 
jority of the production writers 
have been convinced that the 
formula will not jeopardize their 
best interests in the stage and 
screen facets of their works. 


Board had hoped to distribute 
the tele assignment blanks by May 
1 and give the video industry a 
squint at the formula by June 1, 
but it now wants to make sure that 
it will get a favorable return of at 
least 85% from the membership 
before making any contractual re- 
quests of the members. 


JUKES-VS.-TELEVISION 
IN BARS CREATES SNARL 


New York coinmachine opera- 
tors are beginning to take a defi- 
nite stand in the ever-increasing 
conflict between jukeboxes and 
television in taverns, ete. They 
are beginning to demand that bar 
owners guarantee juke ops a cer- 





gardless of the number of times 
they may be used. In the event 
of a refusal, bar owners are being 
given a choice of having the jukes 
pulled out or themselves agreeing 
to restrict or eliminate television. 


In recent months income from 
jukeboxes in competition with 
video has dropped sharply. And 
with the summer coming on, after- 
noon and evening ballgames, horse- 
race broadcasts, etc., figure to cut 
into coinmachine-takes even deep- 
er. In addition, the N. Y. police 
have in the past week or so been 
conducting a campaign against pin- 
ball machines, usually also owned 
by jukebox ops. 


Bar owners are loath to elimi- 
nate jukeboxes entirely since rainy 
days prevent outdoor sports video- 
casts, or make picturing them dif- 
ficult, and they need the jukes 
then to have some sort of enter- 
tainment available. 





tain weekly income from jukes re- | 


SEE SPA-MPPA 
SETTING PACT 
BY MAY 31 


Songwriters Protective Assn. 
,;and Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. are confident they will have 
;}& new contrac. between writers 
|and publishers by the end of May. 
New agreement, reaching the final 
stages of negotiation, probably will 
be for 10 years. 


' Once it’s put into final form, 
| Luwever, there may be other com- 
| plications. By the end of May it 
will have been 20 months since 
| the two factions began negotiations 
jfor a new pact, and it was agreed 
the start that the new deal 
;weuld be retroactive to Jan. 1, 
|1946, when the old one expired. 
It~ will have to be determined 
| which terms of the new deal can 
be feasibly allowed to become re- 





j at 


troactive, which are to be made 
applicable only from the date 
signed. 


| It is already agreed that finan- 
cial arrangements between the two 
|groups cannot be retroactive. 

| New deal calls for a sliding scale 
of royalties, or a flat rate, at the 
'songwriter’s option, the former 
|payable upon the basis of 100,000 
lot sales. Obviously a writer can- 
not now be allowed to choose a 
‘deal on songs published last year. 


Jurgens Renews 


MCA Pact; 3 Yrs. 


| Dick Jurgens last weck ended 
weeks of “romancing” by various 
| band agency execs during his stay 
|;at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
/York.: He renewed his contract 
|with Musie Corp. of America for 
\three years. His original agree- 
‘ment with the agency expires in 
| June and he had been consistently 
stubborr about re-signing, the 
knowledge of which resulted in all 
other agencies making a pitch for 
him. ' : 

Jurgens is expected to secure 
the Coca-Cola broadcast for the 
summer, taking over the time now 
being filled by Spike Jones and 
_Dorothy Shay. Contracts have not 
| yet been signed but it’s fairly defi- 
nite that he’ll start on the show 
July 2 for 13 weeks. Jurgens is also 
, booked into the Astor Roof, New 
/ York, opening July 12. MCA is 
now in the process of cancelling 
/dates in the midwest that would 
conflict with the leader’s new 
schedule. 


WOR’s Monaghan, Wife 
Set for BBC’s First 
Mr. & Mrs. Disk Show 


George Monaghan, WOR (N. Y.) 
early-bird, and his English wife, 
Norah May, a Clyde Matthews 
model, are slated to do BBC’s first 
Mr. and Mrs. disk jockey show. 
Couple will hop to England some- 
time during the next couple of .- 
‘months to accept an open invita- 
tion from the British web to do 
five full-hour stanzas of husband- 
wife gab mixed with platter spin- 
ning. ; 

It'll be a return engagement on 
BBC for Monaghan, who twirled 
the wax on the British skein for 
five months in 1945 following three 
years of disk jockeying on the 

















CRC Lets Outsiders 
Cull Catalog for 


Columbia is introducing a new 
twist in album ideas by having 
names outside its repertoire list 
pick their favorites from among 
the label’s catalog. First package 
of the sort will be tagged “Paul 
Whiteman Selects” and contain 
eight sides. 


Armed Forces Network in Eng- 


«+, |land during the war. His current 


WOR stint is a 6:45-7 a.m. five-a- 
r. 


' weeke 


Norah May is a former BBC and 
J. Arthur Rank actress. 





Teri Josefovits, who recently 
wound up an l1l-year-stint at the 
N.Y. Paramount. theatre, collabed 
with Jean Sablon and Nikki Mason 





Choices will range over the com- 





pany’s entire pop repertoire. 


on “Au Revoir Again,’ which Ben 


| Bloom is publishing. 
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You are cordially tnvtled 
le tiiten te 


PERRY COMO 


Stor of The Chesterfield Supper Club 


tntvoduce the entixe score from 


IRVING BERLIN’S 


“EASTER PARADE” 


National Broadcasting Company 7:00 P.M. EDST—9 P.M. PST 


TUESDAY MAY 4th and THURSDAY MAY 6th 
(Irving Berlin will be Perry's Special Guest Star) 


BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME ANCE WITH YOU 


Recorded by 
PERRY COMO.......ccssscssssssssssssssseeeseseeeesesssViCtOF 


PERRY COMO...........ccccssssssseeecestnnssssseeeeeViCtOr 


By RI ossis oss vtiehiasscrestinsins cosisinns ...Decca 
GEORGE PAXTON................cccsccceeseeeeeeeeMA-G-M 
DINAH SHORE.......................0.::::0+++-Columbia 
JO STAFFORD................. sosiikb jandcbaedeensscscnnenee 


FELLA WITH AN UMBRELLA 


Recorded by 
BING CROSBY .............:ccccceeeee veils 
DENNY DENNIS..... London 
SKITCH HENDERSON..................cceeeeeeeees Capitol 
GUY LOMBARDO................... i 


FRANK SINATRA 
THE THREE SUNS 


amt WR ee ee 
ANDY RUSSELL.............-ccc-.-cscesecssveesses--- Capitol 


> 


STEPPIN’ QUT WITH MY BABY 


| Recorded by 


ITE | TI a. diis sence dane >: Lathe iphigas sin tae London 
JOHNNIE JOHNSTON 

GUY BE inthe bee Sochbeccchiest ties ecetssees Decca 
GORDON MacRAE Capitol 
DINAH SHORE Columbia 
THE THREE SUNS 
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46 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY 
See 09 Copyright Law Being Amended 
To Allow for Coinmachine Royalti 
y : VARIETY —— : 
Washington, April 27. sion is charged. By eliminating , 8 : ; 
Caine plese Committee | the section, the way is cleared for Survey of retail sheet music ; a r § 5 
d this week to | Cllections from jukeboxes. Orig- sales, based on reports obtained 3 8 3 b> 2 
=. hopes to get around ts een, |inally, the clause was inserted to | from leading stores in 12 cities, s 2 = 5 5 
consideration of Bill 1269, which | cover automatic pianos, coin ma- | a shows apttinn anles ie 4 + 5 8 S 
would allow the collection of per-| chines, of course, being unknown | siege llscogitite 3 comp | b> Ssicigis! « a T 
formance royalties from jukeboxes. | in 1909. , rating for this and last week. E § ul = O| Pi & S a E {| 0 
And the dope here is that the 1909 Simh./§g g a B sisiaiel| ¢ 
copyright law will be amended to “ ; s gle | t £ S| zizis{3 A 
call for royalty income from coin- For Petrillo It ~ Gold | y vi g S| 5 ; glals 3 P . 
a pa le sictealll ian ie Hollywood, April 27. | Week Ending Ol Sl Elsi g § “\ ¢lulals |e 
. se gellar (R Ohi ) and his| .4merican Federation of Musi- | National FS “ai el og 5i/e || a 3 eid|§& ed P 
Rep. Earl Lewis (R., Oo} ane S| cians local 47 voted a gold mem-| Rating A ril 94 cle ° we ia 3 _| Sle] o 
Patents and Copyright subcommit- A 5 em- | p fi sisielal£lal s r g| ¢ 
tee earlier this month. Amending | bership card re vumne ©. eterna }s/ela}< |m § § 8 $ b| ie 
the copyright law to allow for coin- |*™ Prez, at ts Monthty mempber-|— This Last 4 ial Ele elBiSieisi« > 
machine royalty collection takes |ship meet. | wk... wk. Title and Publisher zZiolalM@! 3 ia] a! § |@ alals ; 
y the form of eliminating a clause| Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, | 
from the 1909 law, which forbids | Paul Mig tenon ee Heifetz = 1 1 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)....... . 8 8 § t235) 2: oon eS 8S 115 
collection of performance fees un-|Arturo Toscanini had previously = * > (Remick).... S&S 47 § $3 3 8  & 
less a page Biron machine is in | received silver cards. But this is 2 2 be << wever = Sar Sr Sar ae _—: 2 : ) 2 
use in a situation where an admis- | first gold one to be awarded. 3 3 Manana” (Barbour- ASIRSALS 67 
b- nt — 4 5 “Beg Your Pardon” (Robbins).... 6 7T 6 3 .. 3 . 2... 8 €° 2 
5 6 “But Beautiful” (Burke-VH)...... 3 9 3 7 4 4 .. a oS fae 
64. “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins).... 7 3 .. 6 6 7 5 5S 6 6 5 54 
es 7 7 “Baby Face” (Remick)........... 4 6 9 6 2 oo -@. @ 42 
9 8 Haunted Heart” (Williamson Te, A 
NEWEST and GREATEST SONG! 10 9 “Serenade of the Bells” (Morris).. .. .. .. .. 5& ——. a. oo 
ii 12 “Little White Lies” (BVC)....... PEE ME ie, TS ae 
i210 “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K Harris) .. 2 .. .. ee .. 0 oe 
i3 12 “My Happiness’ (Blasco)......... ea Se ES S.A a ee 
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7t3 a Yoyous Wit! 


DINAH SHORE gave it a 
send-off on Columbia Records! 


i-dakionarolaton 


séud now — these Great nem releases 
EDDY HOWARD on Maiestic 


MONICA LEWIS with Russ Morgan 
and his Orchestra on Decca 


RUSS CASE on Victor. 


THE PIED PIPERS with Paul West 
and his Orchestra on Capitol 


History Repeats Ttrelf/ 
A HIT IN 1930...A HIT IN 1948! 
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By Walter Donaldson 


Hou Can [t Wiss? 


DICK HAYMES’ great Decca Record 
j sparked the 1948 revival 
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Gt AE ine 


bud now — twa more tohuoteh records 
‘fe : DINAH SHORE on Columbia 
TOMMY DORSEY on Victor 





























Col. Pix Inactivity Cues 
Mood Music’s Hiatus 
Mood Music, publishing com- 
pany set up by Calumbia Pictures, 
Decca Records and Shapiro-Bern- 
stein over a year ago to handle 


scores from Columbia pix, has tem- 
porarily been deactivated. Due to 


the fact that there will be no Co- 


lumbia films into which songs have 
: | been synchronized until next Sep- 
pettsind om. —— eons ‘tember, the company has been put 
1g ig neon per d al | in mothballs to save coin. 
an erry Defalco, leg i” iis 


broken and internal injuries, were | aalekey aad headed 
involved. Mood’s activities in New York un- 


|der Dick Voltter, moves over to 
Quartet was on the way to 4/§-R’s staff. Jose Granson, Holly- 


date in Omaha. wood rep, is out. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Music Corp. of America turned over one week’s salary to Eduardo 
Abxgeu Trio for one night’s work after Los Angeles Local 47, AFM, 
issued a definite request for coin. Recently, agency booked the instru- 
mental trio into Lyon’s English Grill here to backstop vocalist, but 
nitery decided trio didn’t fit spot and dropped musicians after first 
evening. Abreu, who had been given two-week ticket by MCA, com- 
plained to union, which immediately told agency to dig fortnite pay 
for trio out of its own pocket. MCA appealed decision and finally 
beef was squared when Abreu combo agreed to accept one week's 
salary, which at scale, amounted to $245. 


4 IN BLUE BARRON’ 
BAND HURT IN CRASH 
Des Moines, April 27. 
Four members of Blue Barron’s 
orchestra are in Hamburg, Iowa, 
hospital with serious injuries fol- 
lowing auto crash near Sidney, 


Iowa, Monday (27). 
Alan York, driver, broken leg; 














Phil Harris’ version of “A Deck of Cards” is not the only one on 
the market outside of Four Star Records’ platter with T. Tex Tyler, 
who wrote the piece. Rainbow Records has released a spiritual arrange- 
ment of the narrative with a male group, billed as the Rainbow Four, 
doing the chant, and without musical accompaniment. 

Bill McCall, head of Four Star, has entered a complaint with the 
American Federation of Musicians on Harris’ Victor etching, charging 
that it was done after the recording ban had gone into effect. Harris’ 
is a straight narrative with an a-capella background. 





Band agency execs are beginning to follow the lead of a small group 
of radio network and agency men with a new trend in office furniture 
and layouts. They are eliminating desks completely and outfitting 
inner sanctums to resemble living rooms. Idea is to create a more 
informal atmosphere which, it’s believed, makes the completion of deals 
easier. Tom Rockwell's (General Artists prez) new office, for example, 
is laid out with a phoney fireplace, loveseats set in front flanking a tea 
table, etc. Same plan being used by others. 





Jimmy Dorsey may not come east until well into the summer, and 
perhaps even later, with the band he organized and debuted recently 
ago at the Casino Gardens, Santa Monica, Cal. J. D*s deal at the spot 
owned by brother Tommy allows him a neat profit weekly, if admis- 
sions are, good, and the maestro sees no reason to hit the road. He 
owns a home at nearby Toluca Lake, and since the Casino is open only 
“a a weekly (Friday-Saturday) at the moment, he isn’t too anxious 
O go east. 





{ 

Jimmy “Papa” Yancey, reportedly the originator of boogie-woogie 
who appears with Kid Ory’s Creole Jazz Band at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
April 30, at one time was a baseball star with the Chicago All-Ameri- 
cans. At the peak of his career he was a top concert pianist but illness 
caused him to lose the use of his fingers and not long ago he worked 
as a ground keeper for the Chicago White Sox. Musician was redis- 
— recently and waxing of his works focused attention upon him 

new. 





_ Peak moments of the recent Nuremberg trials of the Nazi war crim- 
inals have been etched on vinylite by Epoch Records of Binghamton, 
N. Y., on a series of five 12-inch platters. Disks’ 40 minutes’ running 
time include cross-examinations of Hess, Ribbentrop, Goering, Schacht 
et al. It’s figured that the album may well become a collectors’ item 


somewhat similar to the pressings made of i , 
abdication speech. S the Duke of Windsor’s 





Using the mystery-singer device, Gem Record has tied itself to 
Jack Lacy’s diskjockeying on WINS, N. Y., for an exploitation campaign 
on one of its artists. Listeners are asked to identify the singer and 


FEATHERBEDDING RAP 
IN HARTFORD HEARING 


Hartford, April 27, 
National Labor Relations Board 
will meet here tomorrow (28) to 
hear charges of attempted feather- 
bedding tactics brought by the 
State theatre against Local 400, 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Since it is the first time the NLRB 
has been called upon to adjudicate 
such a dispute, under the terms of 
the Taft-Hartley act, the result, it 
is felt by high labor executives, 
would probably have profound ef- 
fect on the entire entertainment in- 
dustry. 
In the even the NLRB upholds 
the theatre’s contention that, per 
T-H terms, it should no longer 
be forced to hire standby musi- 
cians it doesn’t use in order to be 
able to buy “traveling” orchestras, 
closed-shop contracts held by the- 
atres with projectionists, boxoffice 
people, and other unionized em- 
ployees might be questioned. In 
short, show biz-union history may 
be made, according to Bernard L. 
Alpert, regional director of the 
NLRB. 
NLRB acted on a complaint by 
the theatre. Attorney “Robert 
Greene, of aes Sees office, 
is pressing the case ore a 
trial examiner due from Washing- 
ton. Case is being built around the 
theatre’s contention that it has 
been forced to pay standby orches- — 
tras for doing absolutely nothing 
as a means of being allowed 
use of name bands on its stage. 





Modernaires will travel on a nine 
day mid-west tour with Hal Mc- 
Intyre band. Start in Evansville, 
Ind. May 26. Modernaires then 80 
to Town Casino, Boston, June 1! 














MOTHERS DAY PROGRAMS 


e feature 
THE BEAUTIFUL BALLAD 


My Mother's 
Rosary 


Record Hit of PHIL SPITALNY'S 
"To My Mother" Album 
Phil Regan-Jesse Crawford (Decca) 
Other records to be released! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway, New York 19 
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“SLAP ’ER 
|DOWN AGIN, 
PA 77 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9108 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 

















compete for prizes via letters telling why they like the singer’s 





initial recording. 


Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N.- Y. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbas 5-789? 
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THE 4 SCORE OF THE NEW WARNER BROS. PICTURE 


“ROMANCE ON THE HIGH SEAS” 


(A Michael 
words by SAMMY CAHN 


Curtiz Production) 


music by JULE STYNE 
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Remick Music Corp. 








Recorded by: 


DICK HAYMES—Decca 
TONY MARTIN—Victor 
MARGARET WHITING-—Capitol 
VIC DAMONE——Mercury 
SARAH VAUGHAN—WMusicraft 
DORIS. DAY——Columbia 





M. Witmark & Sons 


1) MAuIL 


Recorded by: 

DICK HAYMES—Decca 

TONY MARTIN—Victor 
DORIS DAY——Columbia 
GORDON MacRAE—Canpitel 
BUDDY KAYE TRIO__MGM 
Vic DAMONE——Mercury 
SARAH VAUGHAN——Musicraft 























Remick Music Corp. 


PUT "EM IN A BOY 








DORIS DAY——Columbia 





PAGE CAVANAUGH TRIO_—Victor HAL MciINTYRE__MGM 
RAY McKINLEY ORCH.—Victor EDDY HOWARD— Majestic 


BOB GRECO——Musicraft 


L 
(Tie "Em With a Ribbon and Throw ’Em in the Deep Blue Sea) : 
Recorded by: | 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL_—_Decca KING COLE TRIO__Capitol 


FRANKIE LAINE___Mercury 
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ANDREWS SISTERS— Decca DORIS DAY——Col. 








ANDREWS SISTERS, Decca CHARIOTEERS, Col. 























Remick Music Corp. 


TRE TOURIST THAg 











3 JACK oi ata ae CHARIOTEERS—Col. 3 . 
MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORP. 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. M. WITMARK & SONS HARMS, INC. 

JOHNNY WHITE, Prof. Mgr. NAT FREELING, Prof. Mgr. HARRY GARFIELD, Prof. Mgr. 
RCA Building Rockefeller Center New York 20, N. Y. 
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Publisher Affiliation, 
Still Mulling Offers 


Columbia Records Corp. is no 
longer in a hurry to establish a) 
music publishing deal for tunes it 
has placed in its so-far non-oper- 
ative Columbia Music catalog. 
Shape the music biz is in at the 
moment is no incentive to a deal. 
Columbia feels it can hold the 
material it has pyramided and dole 
it out to an active publisher piece- 
meal if any of it shows signs of | 
being successful on the basis of 
released recordings. 

Despite this attitude, however, | 
CRC is continuing to mull various 
offers it has had to go into a pub- 
lishing setup established 
publishers. 


BASIE IN $4,700 CLICK 
AT CARNEGIE CONCERT 


Count Basie added the prestige 
of a Carnegie Hall concert to his 
name Saturday (24), plus a few 
simoleons to his bankroll. Working 
a midnight performance, which 
occurred at the time ~ N.Y. . was 
setting its clocks ahead an hour for 
daylight saving, which may have 
kept some potential customers 
home to catch up on that -hour, 
Basie helped gross an estimated 
$4,700 with a three-quarters filled 
house. 

Basie’s. performance, which in- 
cluded the unveiling of a specially 
written suite, was very satisfying. 
Unfortunately, a good part of it 
was made unpalatable by the un- 
ruliness of his audience, of which 
Carnegie’s femme ushers apparent- 
ly are wary. Pianist’s band, com- 
posed of five trumpets, four trom- 
bones, five sax, and four rhythm, 
was enhanced by the appearance 
late in the performance by alumni 
of the band, including Buck Clay- 
ton, “Hot Lips” Page and Walter 
Page. 

Highlight was Basie’s “Royal 
Suite.” Few anticipated that the 
jazz pianist could lean so far to- 
ward the type of music he develop- 
ed within the six-movement piece. 
It showed fine appreciation, good 
taste and was excellently per- 
formed. Otherwise, the concert 
consisted of-more*or less standard 
items in the Basie catalog, capped 
by his “One O’Clock Jump.” 

Not a small contribution to the 
overall effect was the leader’s free 
spotlighting of soloists. Buddy 
Tate, George Matthews, Dickie 
Wells, Clark Terry and Harry Edi- 
son all participated and churned 
up great jazz bits, particularly Tate, 
on tenor sax. 

Songstress Billie Holiday did a 
brief bit with Basie and left with 
the house vociferously demanding 
more. Bob Bailey, band’s vocalist, 
also got an inning with two tunes, 
phe = a te ig A cg col 

anny »” both done neatly. 
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A Great Two-Four Standard 


| FEEL 
A SONG 
COMING ON 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
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HALL AVAILABLE 
West 44th St., New York City 


For rehearsal, auditions and 
meetings. By hour or day. 


ABBOTT & ADAMS, INC. 
17 Murray St., N. ¥. WO. 4-5540 
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Survey of retail disk best wi vials me 
sellers, based on reports ob- 2 n ¥ SL < 8 eA 
tained from leading stores in G) = = fio .. te 1 
12 cities, and showing com- s| # ta E 2 | 212 Sielo 
parative sales rating for this a e o|Sls} @18 fy 5 aa & T 
and last week, El ¢g| el¢ F ais 2 & £ eis A 
a1] fF (Si di si@le eles * 
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vation Week Ending 1/8 Seales felts ‘ r 
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ream April 24 GE) sl ISB) EI LialLiEl aE S 
s Q <¢ bow a ce N 
This Last Bl) ei si giel« 3 "TSitligial ¢ 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zidoialweisialaleéisglisi=/si s 
KING COLE (Capito 
1 2 “Nature Bey”.............. Tees a Oe 1 8 4 5 9 42 7% 
K.,GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
2 4 “You Can’t Be True; Dear’...... 8 -3 1 1 1 oe 60 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
3 We IRE een be 2 7 S43 2. oe 48 
DINCK HAYMES (Decca) 
a 5 “Little Whi ETL «: Sapcate 5 cite it a. 6: : 6822 36 4 41 
WOODY, HERMAN (Columbia) 
5 2 “Saber Dance”...... Pit aececaitg 4i.4 Qk 40 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
6 6 “Because” TE SE ea 5 2 3.6 6S 8 6 37 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
7 #12 £=“St. Louis Blues March”......... ee as 2 Bie ee ee ae 35 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
8 3 “Now Is the Hour”............ ,. .8..2 3 29 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
9 11 “Teoolie Oolie Doolie”....... ee ee 
FRANCIS CRAIG (Bullet) 
10 10 “Beg Your Pardon”............. 3 7 9 2 10 24 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
11 7 “Dickey Bird Song”............. 3 9 4 10 18 
MACKLIN MARROW (M-G-M) : 
12 13. “Saber Dance”.................. 10 Se Tae 15 
STAN KENTON (Capitol) 
13A eg | re a 6 10 8 t 14 
GRACIE FIELDS (London) 
13B 11 “Now Is the Hour”.............. 4 7 8 14 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol 
14 .. “Haunted Heart”.. oe Aa eo ee 12 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
15A 16 “Saber Dance Boogie”........... 6 6 10 
TITEX TYLER (Four Stars) 
15B “Deck*of Cards”................ 7 d n 5 10 
ROSETTA HOWARD (Columbia) 
16A 15 “Ebony Rhapsody”.............. 2 9 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
16B \“That Aint Right”.............. ae) 9 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) 
16C .» “Just Because”..:....°.......... 7 #6 9 
MEL TORME (Musicraft) 
17A “I Cover the Waterfront”........ non Shee we 8 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
17B 14 “But Beautiful”................. Bras 10 i 8 
VAUG MONROE (Victor) 
17C CT cast whee ees epee sos 7 7 i 8 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
17D .. “May Be You'll Be There”....... “s ‘Nee Ge wleds he ae 8 
ba 2 3 ee gi? 
FIVE TOP “LOOK, MA, 'M | SONG HITS OF MILLER’S CAPTAIN FROM RENDEZVOUS 
DANCIN’ ” CASTLE 
ALBUMS Orig. Cast rat ana hime anetieteenda Wh Peggy lee 
r Decca Majestic Capitol 

















OHIO AGREES WITH US. 
‘SUPREME CT. ON FORM B 


Columbus, O., April 27. 

Ohio joined with the U. S. Su- 
preme Court last week in agreeing 
that bandleaders are independent 
contractors and must pay unem- 
ployment taxes in this state if they 
use three or more musicians. This 
decision was made by the Board of 
Review of the Bureau of Unem- 


Supreme Court’s decision, deliv- 
ered last year as a result of a test 


case begun years ago by an Iowa 
ballroom, had eliminated the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians Form 
B contract, which called bandlead- 
ers and their men employees. Sub- 
sequently, however, some states 
continued to deem maestros and 
their musicians as employees and 
that users of bands must: pay un- 
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employment taxes. 





THIS 
Master lease for 10 years 





IT’S A RARE OPPORTUNITY — 


A SAFE INVESTMENT WITH 9% NET RETURN ASSURED BY LEASES 
You want security for your investment dollars. . . 
Center Building, entire 12,750 sq. ft. under master lease means you 
merely need to deposit annual earnings without worry or bother. 
Property houses, Recording Studio, rehearsal halls, stores, offices and 
acoustically perfect recording studios strategically located for Radio, 
Theaters, or Movies. ONLY $110,000 with major unit under 3 years 
old. if you want an investment which will earn without worry, , 


CONTACT OWNER IN HOLLYWOOD 
Gr 3522 A. M.—6104 Santa Monica Bivd.—Los Angeles 38, Calif. 


Here it is Music 


iS IT 
Lot 100 x 120 
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tional success they get ready to 
jump on it. They don’t jump too 
soon, allowing the original plenty 
of time to establish a demand, but 
just~before it reaches the point 
where it may get too high in popu- 
larity for even major production 
and name artists to overhaul, they 
ot their own versions on the mar- 
et. 


Majors learned a sharp lessen on 
how to handle such local hits when 
“Near You,” ghe first of them came 
along. Few of the big companies 
expected the tune to reach the 
proportions it did, and by the time 
they were ready with their own 
copies the Bullet disk by Francis 
Craig had reached such proportions 
that none of the major company 
versions ever approached its suc- 
cess (2,000,000 disks). Now they 
gauge their distances better. 


In most cases, the clicks devel- 
oped by the indies involve music 
and performances that the major 
company artists and _ repertoire 
heads wouldn’t dare market for 
fear they’d be laughed out of the 
biz. But lately they have come 
around to the belief that today’s | 
disk-buying public wants its fare as 


‘corny and as simple as ‘possible. 


And with the lifting of the disk 
ban it’s quite possible that’ the line 
of thinking among major recorders 
won't allow for much consideration 
concerning the excellence of tunes 
and the perfection of performance. 
They'll toss out all kinds of stuff 
_ hope for a hit from any quar- 
er, 
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KENTON TO WORK 22 
CONCERTS IN JUNE 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Stan Kenton orchestra will play 
22 jazz concerts on coast during 
June, giving far west its first 
wholesale dose of bashes. Outside 
a few key towns, Kenton will 
pioneer the concert idea, which 
has proved during the past year 
far more coin heavy for certain 
bands than straight 
dance tours. 

Kenton opens his whirl June 5 
at El Paso. Then Albuquerque, 
Tucson, Phoenix, San Diego, Hol- 
lywood Bowl, Stockton, Oakland, 
San Jose, Sacramento, Eureka, Eu- 
gene, Portland, Vancouver, Seattle, 
Spokane, Klamath Falls, San Fran- 
cisco. Tour winds with July 1 at 
Pasadena Civic, a booking which 
will, be kept shrouded until after 
June 12 bash in bowl here. 

Kenton is getting $2,000 guaran- 
tee against 50% of gross on most 
dates, but at the bowl will reap 
70% and halve nut with promoter 
Gene Norman. 


In Salem and Eugene, the pro- 


moter was hard to woo from dance: 


to concert idea, so there will be 
no guarantee; leader will take 80% 
of gross. In Tucson, pitching his 
wares at U. of Arizona stadium, 
leader will get 75% of gross. 


Starting July 2, Kenton camps at 
Balboa Beach ballroom for four 
three-day. weekands, giving his 
crew a respite before heading on 
another tour of concerts primarily 
through Salt Lake to Canada and 
on eastward. 


Jimmy Dorsey Seeks His 


Old Decca Instrumentals 
_ As Publicity Throwaway 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Jimmy Dorsey has made a re- 


quest to Decca for the purchase of 


some of his old Decca instrumen- 
tals. Leader wants them to distrib. 
ute free to disk jockeys, etc., as a 
publicity idea to arouse interest in 
his reorganized ‘band, now playing 
the Casino Gardens, Santa Monica. 


Decca asserts it hasn’t taken an 


inventory on the amount of old 
Dorsey disks and isn’t sure whether 
they can be supplied. Whether the 
company would press 
from old masters to fulfill Dorsey’s 
request is also uncertain. : 


METRO DISKING UNIQUE 


them up 





BY POST-BAN INACTIVITY 


M-G-M Records, subsidiary of 


the film distrib, has become unique 
among recording companies. It 


has not made a single recording of 
any kind since the Jan. 
ordered by the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, 
tually every major and minor disk 
rival has made at least one side, 
a capella, with harmonicas, etc. 


1 ban 


whereas vir- 


M-G-M execs at the moment 


have no intention to catch up to 
rivals who within recent weeks 
have been busy making “Nature 
Boy,” “Toolie Oolie Doolie,” “You 
Can’t Be True, Dear” and several 
other unexpected hits that in most 
cases were not cut prior to the 
bari. However, it is bringing over 
from England an EMI 
affiliate) disking by Paul Feneley’s 
orchestra of 
“Tree in the Meadow,” currently 
a hit in that country. 


CRC’s Disk Jock Plug 


(British 


Shapiro-Bernstein’s 





Power Aimed at Oldie 


Detroit, April 27. 
Columbia Records has momen- 


tarily departed from its policy of 
letting disk jockeys on programs it 
sponsors play what they prefer re- 
gardless of the label. 
for a plug on a CRC rerelease, Jan 
Garber’s 
spinners for plugs comes by way 
of the label’s ad agency, McCann- 
Erickson. 


It is bidding 


“Bedelia.” Pitch to the 


In a mimeographed letter the 


agency explains that: while it has 
never before asked the 150 jockeys 
who handle CRC blurbs to tie in 
on a drive for some particular Co- 
lumbia recording it would like that 
an exception be made here purely 
as a favor. 
that the 20-year-old etching had 
been selected by distributors as the 
one most likely to succeed from 
among 50 records that CRC has 
tagged for eventual revival. 


Letter further relates 








The Nation's _ 
Biggest Request Song 


I'd Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 














HARMONICA PLAYERS! 


Professional harmonica soloists 
needed for demonstration work. 
Ability to give short sales talks and 
instruction essential. A real chance 
to pick up nice spare time money 
in your community, if you can 
qualify. For further details, write 
FULLY and send snapshot to: 


BOX 5001, VARIETY 
154 West 46th St.. New York 19 




















Help Wanted—MALE 
“Accordion Player to lead singing 
in large boys’ camp. July ond 
August. $350 plus board and lodg- 
ing. Call Surprise Loke Camp. 
1395 Lexington Ave., At. 9-2400. 
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NEW! DIFFERENT! CATCHY! CUTE! 


THE 


Words and Music by JACK OWENS 


“Cruising Crooner” of A.B.C.'s “Breakfast Club" 


THE HUKILAU SONG 


Chorus 


D7 G$ dim. 


Oh, we're go- in’ to the Hu-ki-lau, Hu-ki, Hu-ki, Hu-ki, Hu-ki, Hu-ki, ; 


mp - mf 


Hu-ki-lau. Ev-’ry-bod-y loves the Hu-ki-lau where the lau-lau is the kau-kauat the 


4. 7 : 


Hu - ki - lau. Oh, we throw the net out in- to the sea and 
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all the a- ma a-macome a- swim-min’to me.. Oh,were go- in’ to the 
a ae 











TA. We. ' 
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Hu- ki-lau, Hu-ki, Hu- Hu-ki, Hu-ki, Hu- ki - lau. Oh, we're lau. 


—_~_ 


=> 











Copyright 1946 by LOMBARDO MUSIC Inc., 1619 Bréadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
*Weitten ta. Recorded by JACK OWENS 
cnc Menke A Tower Recerd Ne. 1436 
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Pamphlet Circulating Musician's 
Arvest Puts Memphis Cops on Spot 


Memphis, April 27. 

It took the Memphis police dept. 

- this time to move in here and nab 
the spotlight away from Lleyd T. 
Binford’s topsy-turvy censorship 
brigade by arresting a musician 
with a name orchestra this week 
for distributing Socialist Labor 
Party pamphlets. 

Admitting he distributed the 
pamphlets on a door-to-door mis- 
sion while playing here, Henry 
Coretz, 28-year-old Chicago fiddler 
with Benny Strong’s orch was plas- 
tered with a fine of $102 in City 
court last week and then later 
given his “walking papers” by the 
band maestro. 

Strong, who is appearing here 
nithtly at the swank Peabody ho- 
tel, told the Memphis Vartety cor- 

espondent that he discharged 

Coretz after the violinist’s second 
arrest Tuesday (20) night. The 
fiddler, who formerly appeared 
with the Denver Symphony .Or- 
chestra prior to joining Strong’s 
crew, was seized here on Sunday 
night on the bandstand at the 
Hotel Peabody’s Skyway, just be- 
fore the band was slated to hit air- 
waves over WREC, local CBS out- 
let. 

Coretz told local newsmen that 
Memphis police arrested him over 
the weekend (18) and held him in- 
coramunicado 18 hours and 
grabbed 200 pamphlets he had 
been distributing around the 
town. 

“There is no place in Memphis 
for socialism or communism, for in 
my opinion they are one and the 
same,” was the statement made by 
Police Commissioner Joe Boyle 

d over the Coretz flareup. 
| Both the Memphis Press-Scimi- 
4 tar and the Commercial Appeal, 
Scripps-Howard local dailies, were 
in accord in blasting the local po- 
lice authorities with lead editorials 
on Thursday (22). 
On order of Commissioner Boyle 


Coretz was rearrested Tuesday aft-i Alex Combelle, Ekyan, and others. 


er the Sunday incident. He was 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
soliciting without a permit and 
threatened breach of the peace. 
City Court Judge Perry Sellers 
fined the violinist $51 on each 
charge of disorderly conduct and 
soliciting without a permit. The 
threatened breach of peace was 
dismissed. 

Coretz told Variety and testified 
that he only delivered the pam- 
phlets to Memphis homes, making 
no attempt to talk with household- 
ers. He said he is a member of 
the Sccialist Labor Party and is 
running for office as trustee on the 
Univ. of Illinois. 

Coretz has filed an appeal based 
on violation of his constitutional 
rights of freedom of the press and 
speech. He charges that his ar- 
rest was unjustified and that he 
was refused the right to obtain an 
attorney while held in jail here 
and to be represented by counsel 
in City court. 


: Paris Jazz Club Dates 
More U.S. Musicians 


Paris, April 27. 


Success of the Nice jazz festival 
two months ago in which Louis 
Armstrong, et al., packed halls 
both in Nice and Paris, is causing 
the Hot Club de Paris to try Paris 
repeats. A week of jazz concerts 
is to be given at the Marigny. 

Among Americans scheduled to 
come over from May 10 to May 17, 
are Coleman Hawkins, Howard 
McGee, Milt Jackson, Harold Gard- 
ner, Slam Stewart trio, Bertha 
“Chippie” Hili, Kenny Clarke and, 
from Australia, the Graham Bell 
band. 

Claude Luther, of the Lorientais, 
is scheduled to work along with 
several other local bands, such as 











Aime Barelli, Hubert Rostaing, 





Songs with 


Radio Networks. Published by 
John G. Peatman, Director. 
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Largest Radio Audie 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 


Survey Week of April 16-22, 1948 
All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart............. Marks 





POotoee 





the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


than 500 leading industrialists and 
labor leaders, with Boston local 9 
furnishing a 70-piece orchestra 
conducted by Boston’s 
maestro, Arthur Fiedler. Musicians 
were paid out of the local’s Record 
and Transcription fund. 
good play locally. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 
(Week Ending April 22) 
London, April 23. 

Near You B. W 


Tree in Meadow....Connelly 
Givilization ........%& Morris 
Serenade of Bells...... Morris 


Who’s Kissing Her. ..Feldman 
Golden Earrings .... Victoria 
Upon Wintertime. .Cinephonic 
Teresa Leeds 
Sweet 16 
Shoemak’s Serenade... Kassner 
My Own Grandpa. . F. Maurice 
Tell Me a Story........ Dash 
Second 12 
Too Fat Polka...... F. D. & H. 
Reflections on Water. . Maurice 
Old Postman...... F. D. & H. 
Silver Wedding Waltz... .Unit 
‘My Cousin Louella F. D. & H. 


Apple Wedding .....Connelly 
My Achin’ Heart....Connelly 
I'll Make Up...... F. Maurice 
South America ..... Feldman 
Nice to Know ....... Unit 
Sorrento ..Ricordi 
And Mimi... «2.20.0 Connelly 
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AFM BUYS 2006 WORTH 
OF SECURITY BONDS, 


Boston, April 27. 

At kickoff dinner for Govern- 
ment Security Bond drive in New 
England at Boston’s Statler hotel 
last week, American Federation of 
Musicians started balk rolling by 
buying $200,000 worth. 

Affair attended by more more 
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Col. Import 1st Foreign 
Disk to Ballyhoo Tune 


Columbia Records expects to im- 
port from England a disking of 
the tune, “Shoemaker’s Serenade,” 
English hit, which Jack Robbins 
recently secured for U. S. publica- 
tion. It’s the first imstance of a 
U. S. recording firm bringing in a 
foreign disk to help exploit a com- 
pletely new tune. 


Within recent weeks, Columbia, 
RCA-Victor. and M-G-M ail have 
either imported foreign disks or 
looked some over for that purpose. 
Because they had failed to record 
certain subsequent hits, prior to 
the disk ban (Jan. 1), these com- 








New York | 


Henry Jerome orchestra into 
Arcadia ballroom May 6 for three 
. replacing Shorty Sherock, 
and Palisades Park May 29 for two 
weeks .. . Jack McCoy, standard 
catalog head for Warner Bros. 
firms, to Coast May 3... Harry 
Link and Irving Berlin to Coast 
Sunday (2) to launch exploitation 
on “Easter Parade” tunes Feist will 
publish . . . Janet Brace replaces 
Francey Lane as* vocalist with 
Johnny Long orchestra... Al 
Donahue band at Totem Pole, 
Auburndale, Mass., increased to 
more than 30 men with addition of 
strings. Starts CBS net remotes 
May 5 twice weekly . . . Bregman- 
Voceco-Conn took over from deac- 
tivated Beverly Music tune “Pop- 
corn Polka,” by Ed Ballantine and 
Lemmy Cohen ... Enoch Light 
replaces Richard Himber at Tav- 
ern-On-Green, May 12 ... Elliot 
Lawrence to play N.Y. Newspaper 
Guild Ball at Manhattan Center 
May 5. 


—___—. 


Hollywood 


Bob Crosby one-niting at Long 
Beach Aud, May 1 for Long Beach 
Cancer Drive... Les Brown orches- 
tra opens Palladium June 1 for four 
weeks...Shep Fields wiil follow 
Cocoanut Grove,-L. A. date with 
Aug. 11-18 stand at Edgewater 
Beach, Frisco, and Aug. 19-25 at 
Jantzen Beach, Portland...King 
Cole Trio works July 2-10 at Rain- 
bo Randevu, Salt Lake...Hd4l Pru- 
den band inked for May 27-June 9 
and June 24-July 7 stands at Fla- 
mingo, Las Vegas...Dick Foran 
opens two weeks at Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, May 13 at $1,500 per. Pact 
stipulates Foran participate heav- 
ily in town’s annual Helldorado 
celebration...Ernie Felice held- 
over at Ambassador hotel...Joe 
Lutcher inked by GAC.. .Desi Ar- 
naz into Casino Gardens, Santa 
Monica, for two weeks, June 25. 





Chicago 
Clare Hogan, Vitacoustic artist, 
at Bismarck hotel, signed lifetime 
management and vocal coach con- 
tract with Marguerite Haymes... 
Joe Conklin, acting treasurer of 
Chi AFM local. until successor 
elected to replace late Henry 
Kaiser...Jimmy Palmer works 
series one-nighters with Harmoni- 
cats in midwest, beginning May 5 
at Electric Park, Waterloo, Iowa... 
Ray McKinley works church bene- 
fit at Drake hotel, May 26, with 


a 


Upbeat 


May 27 marking ballroom’ close 
for season. ..Randy Brooks da 
June 2 at St. Thomas Academ 
Minnesota...Louis Jordan J 
Rag Doll late in July. . Jerry 
manager of Raymond Scott Quintet’ 
back to New York; Scott into Adams 
theatre, Newark, May 13. . . Warney 
Ruhl at Evergreen Gardens, Coj. 
linsville, Tl, May 13, and Blue 
Moon, Wichita, May 14, then Rivi. 
era Club, Lake Geneva, June 29 
for summer. ' 


Kansas City 

Clyde McCoy set for 10-day stand 
at Blue Moon, Wichita, June 4 _ 
Johnny Kaaihue band at President 
hotel...Raiph Sterling orchestra 
takes over in El Casbah Bellerive 
.. .Carl Beam band at new Scott;’s, 
which opened Friday (23).. Jon 
and Sondra Steele, “My Happiness” 
duo, held over fourth week at Old 
Plantation... Freddy Finch at Ras- 
bach hotel . Charlie Ventura jam 
crew at Tootie’s Mayfair... Bob 
Leighton band out of Pla-Mor re- 
placed by Hank Winder for week- 
end dancing. 





Music Notes 


William Lava will cleff score for 
Warner Bros “This Side of the 
Law” starring Dane Clark and 
Geraldine Brooks ... Artie Wayne, 
Virginia Maxey, Ernie Felice 
Quartet and Benny Lagasse band 
and Jack Mason set to do Burbank 
On Parade show May 14-16... , 
Frank, Loesser completed five tunes 
for MGM’s “Neptune’s Daughter.” 
. » » Modernaires hold until May 6 
at Radisson hotel, 
then to Bowery, Detroit, May 10, 
followed by Town Casino, Buffalo, 
June 14... Nellie Lutcher inked 
for July 5-26 at Palomar, Seattle. 
.. » Jack Brooks and Saul Chaplin 
dug “Fair Aurora,” 1820 folk song, 
out of archives for jazz treatment in 
UI’s “The Salem Frigate.” . . . Dave 
Wells now arranging for Ike Car- 
penter ... Allan Roberts and 
Lester Lee cleffed five tunes for 
Columbia's “Ladies of the Chorus.” 


. . . Berle Adams’ Preview Music .- 


publishing tune, “I Ain’t Gonna 
Wait Too Long,” cleffed by Benny 
Carter and Adie Hanson... George 
Duning musical director on Co- 
lumbia’s “Ladies of the Chorus.” 
M-G-M Records purchased instru- 
mental etchings made by Bert 
Shefter. Shefter had planned to 
release platters himself. Label also 

















Minneapolis, . 
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irena Mars. Study Physical Changes 
To Lure Top Vaude, Band Names 





Arena Managers Assn.,* 
bi has been eyeing the huge 
pene that can be’ picked up 
through the “concert” type of 
deville shows, is studying 
ye in the physical setup of 
ihe arenas in order to attract more 
headline acts. 
The AMA has long been anxious 
play yaude and bandshows in 
ie arenas. But majority of head- 
prac have been scared off these 
xing-sized showshops. In many 
ts, shows would have to be 
paca yery much like a prize-ring 
= a stage in the center of the 
pouse. Most headline acts are not 


accustomed to this type of arrange- tax, employees’ withholding and so- 


ere is the alternative of 
ome ay off one side of the arena 
so that the show could play to the 
remaining sides of the house. How- 
ever, this entails considerable cut- 
ting down of seating capacity, and 
loss of a,huge potential gross. 

has long been attempting 
to get headliners such as Bob 
Hope, Jack Benny, Bing Crosby, 
and others to play their arenas, but 
has been unsuccessful. Organiza- 
tion, however, has lined up Milton 
Berle, Joan Blondell and Sammy 
Kaye for the Pittsburgh Gardens 
April 30. 

This group of arena managers in 
recent years have been forced into 
show business in order to guaran- 
tee its houses playdates, other than 
sports events. Fights, hockey, bas- 
ketball and other sports events are 
insufficient to keep the arenas on 
a profitable basis throughout the 
year. Consequently, it went into 
showbusiness in a big way. AMA 
is producer of “Ice Capades” and 
Ice Cycles.” It has also pro- 
moted rodeos, but is now out of 
that picture because of the diffi- 
culty in getting top film western 
stars to head the show. AMA, this 
year, is booking a water show to 
be headlined by Buster Crabbe. In 
all these cases, the layouts are 
mainly visual. 

AMA wants to enlarge its play- 
ing time by entering the sight-and- 
sound field. However, some changes 
are necessary in the layout of their 
arenas before this can be done. 
Once the necessary plans are put 
into operation, it can book shows 
which in a single night can gross 
more than a full week at vaude- 
ville theatres. This type showing 
has proven successful in ball parks. 
Bob Hope toured a big show sev- 
eral years ago and in one month 
grossed around $500,000. 


A.C. Aud Made Plenty 
Profit in’47 Via Icer, 
Legits, Conventions 


Atlantic City, April 27. 

The resort’s municipal Auditor- 
jum, which houses the “Ice-Ca- 
des” in its main section and 
egitimate in its ballroom each 
summer, is in the black. 


Built in the late 20’s, this is the 
— time it has been reported 
th a cash surplus in the 19 years 
oh tion. The city usually foots 
the for any deficit and believes 
t it draws conventions to help 
eo business is well worth the 
An audit of the accounts from 
hopper eect until Dec. 31 showed 
$172,424.45 um had a surplus of 





of o 


In the breakdown of the fi 
gures 
Taras found that Uncle Sam got 
amet Slice of $103,014.63 in 
siege tax while the city got 
676.57 in luxury tax. The “Ice- 
paid the city $88,275.84 


while the summ 
for $4,691.63, er legits were good 


(eee 


Cicero, Ill, Curfew Clamps 
Lid on All-Night Spots 


Fa Chicago, April 27. 
o. cog once the headquarters of 
" Capone gang and one of 
st wide-open cities during the 
ogee era, has an about face. 
week the new administration 
tigoush an ordinance prohibit- 
yd Sales fram 2 a.m. to 8 
» Weekdays and from 3 a.m. to 
P.m. Sundays. 
st Action will affect niteries which 


ayed open to 
om Chicago. catch late trade 


hours daily 





Some had operated 


tion by U. S. Internal Revenue to 


efforts are being made to find more 


Govt. Sells St. L. Nitery 
To Recover Back Taxes 


St. Louis, April 27. 
After fixtures and stock of the 
Cover All Club were sold at aiic- 


satisfy unpaid taxes of $8,000, Paul 
Pasanante still owed the govern- 
ment slightly more than $5,000 and 


assets. Last week Internal Rev- 
enue Collector James P. Finnegan 
ordered the sale after Pasanante 
confessed he could not pay the 
tax which included unpaid cabaret 


cial security taxes. 

A dozen bidders were on hand 
for the sale which realized $2,928. 
One of the purchasers told a gov- 
ernment agent that he had offered 
Pasanante $18,000 for the spot six 
months ago. but was refused. The 
collector’s office also is investigat- 
ing Pasanante’s failure to file in- 
come tax returns for 1945 and 
1946. 


Andrews Sisters 
Switch to Roxy 


The Andrews sisters will play 
their first date at the Roxy thea- 
tre, N. Y., in June. Hitherto, the 
team has played the nearby Para- 
mount. They’ll be getting $10,000 
weekly. 

Reason ascribed to the switch 
in houses is the inability of the 
Paramount to arrange commit- 
ments in order to play the An- 
drews trio. The girls will be in 
New York after their current air- 
show for Campbell Soup winds up, 
and will be around until sailing 
for London for their Palladium 
opening sometime in July. 


CHI CHAPTER OF ARA 
HOLDS ACCORD MEET 


Chicago, April 27. 
Chi chapter of Artists Represent- 
atives’- Assn. last week held the 
first harmony meeting since the 
resurgents broke away several 
years ago, with most of the dissent- 
ers attending. Practically all the 
former members asked for applica- 
tion blanks. Working committees, 
wiHich were to be appointed at 
meeting, were postponed to allow 
ex-members to be chosen as com- 
mittee aids. Further plans were 
discussed fer more _ integrated 
working arrangements with AGVA. 
Over 65 agents attended, the 

largest number in many months. 


‘Ice Follies’ Geared for High 
Grosses Again This Year 


Minneapolis, April 27. 

While other ice shows have re- 
ported sagging business, the Ship- 
stad-Johnson “Ice Follies,’ now 
here for a month’s run, has been 
more than holding its own. Indi- 
cations are all that local boxoffice 
records will be broken. 

In Boston the show hit a new all- 
time high for that city and the 
Montreal takings were the best it 
ever chalked up there, according 
to Oscar Johnson. 


Cut Seattle Stay 
Seattle, April 27. 

“Iee Follies” (Shipstad - John- 
son) will open at the Civie Audi- 
torium May 12 but will hold for 
only 13 days instead of 18 as it 
did the past two years. 

Impresarios Al Wilson and 
Frank Hixon figure the shorter 
tenure in line with the burg’s be- 
ing that much off in amusement biz 
this year compared to recent years. 


Roxy Show Out Day Early 


Most of the current Roxy thea- 
tre, N. Y., layout cancelled out one 
day earlier than scheduled. Exiting 
were Ed Wynn, Dick and Dot 
Remy and Davis Cunningham, all 

















The Piaf Report 
Paris, April 20. 

“The U. S. is a country with 
a place for everyone with 
talent,” said Edith Piaf, on 
her return from U. S. nitery 
engagements. 

“I like Americans better 
than America,” said the 
chanteuse. “American women 
are inexperienced, know little 
or nothing of love, get mar- 
ried early, and virtually never 
deceive their husbands. Amer- 
ican cuisine is lamentable. 
New * York nightclubs lack 
atmosphere and the intimacy 
of the Paris boites. Louis 
Armstrong, Paul Whiteman, 
Ray Bolger, John Garfield and 
Duke Ellington are_ tops.” 


Mpls. Niteries 


Chirping B. 0. 
Blues Again 


Minneapolis, April 27. 

After only two weeks-.of opera- 
tion, elaborate Club Carnival, 
town’s newest and largest nitery, 
using name bands, has changed 
policy, eliminating a $2.50 mini- 
mum and announcing no minimum, 
cover or admission. 


For opening attraction Carnival 
had Frankie Carle and did capacity 
much of the week, but because of 
heavy “nut” is believed to have 
operated in red. A main trouble 
has been that customers at the 
$2.50 minimum have been buying 
too much food and not enough 
liquor, from which latter source, 
of course, most of the profit ac- 
crues. 

With Hal McIntyre band plus 
Bob Evans the past week, however, 
attendance has averaged less than 
half of club’s 600 capacity. 


LUTCHER LATE FOR 
SRO TORONTO CONCERT 


Toronto, April 27. 


Because she missed the after- 
noon train from Detroit, Nellie 
Lutcher kept her Massey Hall au- 
dience waiting for 30 minutes after 
curtain time but found the place 
jampacked with enthusiastic fans 
who lost all control when the 
singer-pianist finished her first 
number, “Hurry On Down.” 


On this, her first appearance in 
Canada, Miss Lutcher sold out 
some days ahead for a terrific $4,- 
600 for the one night, with 2,780- 
seater scaled at $2.40 top. 


Atlantic City Nitery 
Sues to Recover License 


Atlantic City, April 27. 


Whether the liquor license of 
the Paddock International, one of 
the top local night clubs, will be 
lifted for keeps will be determined 
during a hearing before Supreme 
Court Justice Howard Eastwood 
here next Tuesday (4). 


The State Alcoholic Beverage 
Control revoked the license last 
Wednesday (21) when the ABC 
found the cafe guilty of permitting 
the customers to buy drinks for 
entertainers and had employed a 
man who failed to qualify under 
the state laws. 

Former State Senator Emerson 
L. Richards appeared before Jus- 
tice Eastwood a few hours after 
the cafe was closed last Wednesday 
and obtained a restraining order 
which directed the return of the 
license pending the hearing on 
next Tuesday. The spot immedi- 
ately reopened and its floor shows 
went on as usual. 

















Youngman to M.C. L’ville 
Cancer Fund Benefit 


Louisville, April 27. 

Vance Schwartz, National thea- 
tre manager, and Jimmy Bittner, 
local booker, head a committee 
which is arranging a “Fight Can- 
cer Show” under American Legion 
auspices at the National, Thursday 
(29). 

Henny Youngman will m.e. af- 





of whom were paid for the full 
two weeks. “Scudda Hoo’ (20th) 
was the pic. 

New layout headed by Paul 
Draper and Larry Adler opened 





yesterday (27). 





fair. Others set are Harry Stevens, 
| now at the Brown hotel Bluegrass 
Room, and Bob Copsey and Caro- 
‘lyn Ayres, ballroom team. Legion 
backers expect to line up 15 other 
‘acts for the show. 





Ringling Circus Pays Off 
10% More to Fire Victims 
Hartford, April 27. 

Payment of a 10% dividend, 
amounting to $394,635.57, to vic- 
tims of the 1944 Ringling Bros. 
circus fire has been approved by 
Superior Court Judge Howard W 
Alcorn. 

Payment of the dividend will} 
bring the total to 724% per cent}! 
of the original claims of $1,946,-; 
355.70. According to Attorney 
Julius B. Schatz, counsel for Ed- 
ward S. Rogin, receiver for the 
Ringling Brothers and Barnum 
and Bailey Combined Shows, inc., 





ithere is on tap with the receiver 


$417,350.08. 


Key Cities Hotel 
Biz Off 40%, 


Atlantic City, April 27. 
Weekend hotel business in the 
country’s key cities is 30% under 
last year and the New York hotels 
are running 40% behind 1947 in 
weekend trade. 


Members of the New Jersey Ho- 
tel Assn., here for its annual meet- 
ing, were so informed by John F. 
Kinerk, of New York, business pro- 
‘motion director of the American 
Hotel Assn., last Wednesday (14). 
“The buyer’s market has re- 
turned to the hotel industry” 
Kinerk said. ‘We must now go out 
and sell our business to the public.” 

Kinerk said that American tour- 
ists spent $690,000,000 abroad last 
year. Much of this could have been 
attracted to American hotels 
through intelligent promotion and 
advertising, he said. 


HOAGY CARMICHAEL SET 
FOR 4 WEEKS IN LONDON 


Hoagy Carmichael is set to 
play four weeks at the Casino the- 
atre, London, starting Aug. 9. 
Deal was set by Eddie Sherman, 
who sails to England next week 
to set British film productior deals 
for Hollywood independents. 

Following the London date, Car- 
michael will play a series of con- 
cert dates in the U. S. with guar- 
antees up to $25,000 plus percent- 
ages. Accompanying acts haven’t 
been set as yet. 


Chi Latin Quarter 
Fixtures Sold for 1636 


Chicago,. April 27. 


Latin Quarter fixtures, valued at 
$100,000, were sold last week at 
public auction for $16,500. Group 
of buyers, mostly creditors, said 
spot might reopen with name band 
policy. However, no overtures have 
been made to any of the band 
agencies or union. 

Bistro still owes $2,025 in agents 
commissions, and no act will play 
nitery until bill is paid, according 
to American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

Nitery, operated by Ralph Ber- 
ger, was the most prominent here, 
next to Chez Paree, until last year, 
when it hit the skids. 


Miranda London Smash 


London, April 27. 


Carmen Miranda is the latest 
talent import from the United 
States to prove a smash in London 
at her opening at the Falladium 
Monday (26). Miss Miranda was 
required to do nine numbers for 
which she received a tremendous 
ovation. Miss Miranda imported six 
musicians to background for her. 
She'll be at the Palladium for 
four weeks. 

George and Bert Bernard, the 
U. S. panto-phonograph act that’s 
been touring the Continent, also 
scored terrifically. Arnaut Bros. 














round out the talent imports from 





America. 


AGVA’S First National Meet Stalled 
By Court Decision Vs. Expenditures 


a 
vy 


The first convention in the his- 
tory of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists has been  post- 
poned indefinitely. Postponement 


‘is caused by the N. Y. supreme 


court decision two weeks ago, 
which forbade the union, or Matt 
Shelvey, deposed AGVA national 
administrator, from spending any 
of the Guild’s monies for other 
than normal operating expenses. 


Date of the convention is con- 
tingent upon the outcome of a 
trial expected to start in about a 
week, during which the entire mat- 
ter will be reviewed. The AGVA 
executive committee last week 
sought clarification of the order, 
but was directed to stzy within 
the letter of the decision. As a re- 
sult, the Honest Ballot Assn., re- 
tained by AGVA to conduct the 
election, has stopped the tally of 
ballots, of which more than 5,000 
have been counted. 


The trial next week will air the 
entire situation from the forma- 
tion of the union in 1939. One of 
the major points in Shelvey’s de- 
mand to invalidate his firing last 
December, is the November, 1946, 
resolution which would have re- 
stored AGVA autonomy when the 
first convention was held and na- 
tional officers elected. Since this 
was never done, the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, 
parent of all talent unions, con- 
tends that Shelvey’s status was that 
of an employee and he could be 
fired at will. Shelvey, however, 
contends that the resolution vested 
him with powers of national ad- 
ministrator and he therefore could 
not have been fired by the 4A’s. 
The N. Y. supreme court will rule 
on the validity of both arguments. 





Venezuela Niteries Plunge 
On Talent to Hypo Biz; 
One Spot Offers 14 Acts 


Caracas, Venez., April 7. 

With biz offish, nightclub owners 
are unleashing pursestrings to 
bring in talent. Zombie, Yumuri 
and Mario Grill have enlarged 
floorshows, while two new eastside 
spots, La India and La Pompodora 
are also using acts. 


Yumuri is giving customers 14 
acts, mostly Latin musicians, sing- 
ers and dancers headed by the 
Mexican trio of zanies, Los Cole- 
giales. It has also lowered cover 
charge 30%. 


Zombie club is now using seven 
acts and a line of 10 girls under 
direction of Eva Rodriquez, with 
Eva Ne Miguel, dance team, fea- 
tured. 


Mario Grill, which formerly 
used a band and a singer or two 
is now using six acts, band and 
singer Trino Finol. Lin Jordan, 
oriental dancer, is given star bill- 
ing here. 

Two Latin tab shows, Rulito and 
La Fiesta de la Rumba are tour- 
ing nabe houses, and have rocketed 
biz. Rulito, famed Latin comic, has 
Thelma Dix, Adolfo Diaz, Jose 
Garcia, Sarita Dolly and other 
well-known Latin acts with him, 
while the other has Iris del Mar, 
Cora Belkis, Jesus Marcano, John- 
ny Perez and others. 





Lena Horne Follows 
Herman Into N.Y. Cap 


Lena Horne has been signed for 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y., heading 
the show to succeed the Woody 
Herman band. Starting date isn’t 
definite, but it’s expected to be in 
June or July. 

On the bill with Miss Horne will 
be the Joel Herron band and 
Paul Winchell, ventriloquist. 
Comedian Jack Carter goes into 
the show following that of Miss 
Horne. 


Crack Pitt Copa’s Safe 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 

Safecrackers who hid in a rear 
hallway until all the employes had 
gone home Saturday (24) took ap- 
proximately $4,000 from town’s 
newest nitery, Club Copa, which 
opened only about six weeks ago. 

Thieves would have gotten only 
about half as much if Mildred 
Bailey had accepted cash, like rest 








of employes, for her week’s work. 
But she asked for a check instead. 
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© their dancing to merit heavy mit- 
Night Club Reviews yee 
MacLean’s singing is agreeable. 


Chez Paree, Chi 

Chicago, April 23. | 

Willie Shore, Moore & Lessy, 
Jayne & Adam Di Gatano, Leo 
Diamond, Chez Adorables (10), | 
Marty Gould Orch (10), Don) 
Chiesta combo (5); mimiun) 
$3.50. } 





There’s a fresh look about the 
1948 spring revue, aided by a new 
line. All individual acts are rapid- 
ly paced, with even the Di Gatanos 
omitting slower steps from their 
dances. 

New line is the biggest improve- 
ment in the room. It’s Dorothy 
Dorben produced, all lookers and 
excellent group workers. Added to 
this foundation are smart, flashy, 
productions and expensive costum- 
ing. Gals open the show with cir- | 
cus parade with drum majorette, 
clowns and bare-back rider, all 
doing back flips and cartwheels. ; 
Second number, a large feather | 
routine, while well done, has been | 
seen often. Finale is an oriental | 
number to boogie beat. 

Leo Diamond, in second spot, is | 
a deviation from usual Chez policy, | 
which heretofore had a dancer or | 
sight act in that position. Har-| 
monicist, however, holds it down | 
in fine style, keeping to fast scaled | 
tunes and scoring with trick play- 
ing of four mouth organs, attached 
to plastic frame. 


Patti Moore and Ben Lessy re-; 
vive old vaude song and dance) 
team, aided by a beat and slightly | 
blue tinge. Duo enter a plea for 
the old-fashioned type of song, he 
with askew sailor straw, she as | 
shy and sly miss. With a Gallagher | 
and Shean patter, team run) 
through “China Boy.” Impresh of 
current crop of French male, 
singers and take-off on Jack Cole | 
dancers is neat laugh breather be- 
fore a return to the sweet and 
simple days, with revised and in | 
digo lyrics of “If You Were The | 
Only Girl.” For boff encore they 
ramble through “Wait Till the Sun | 
Shines, Nellie.” 


Di Gatanos repeat slick number | 
they did in pic, “Night and Day,” | 
“I Got You Under My Skin,” dis- | 
playing ease and neat coordination, 


“which makes each spin seemingly | 


as easy to do as a simple fox trot-. 
Femme is especially graceful on | 
lifts and spins, doing several head | 
kicks while being tossed aloft. | 
Classy and solid all the way. 
Willie Shore, hometowner, re- 
turns as headliner. Dancer got off 
to fine start when mike broke down | 
momentarily and he left platform 
to come down near the ringsiders 
and kibitz. Lad didn’t miss a 
table and he knew most of the 
ringsiders. Crowd was making it 
request night, and if the comedian 
had any new material he didn’t 
have a chance to use it. His big- 
gest number is still the panto bit 
of the pinball machine tilter. 
Shore is tops in soft shoe hark-back 
of Pat Rooney showing off some 
terrif. mid-air heel clicks. Other 
impresh, “Dark Town Strutters’ 
Ball.” ala Joe Frisco and the 
Jarge cigar, garners heavy hand. 


He does a rhumba with femme | 


stooge for neat getaway. 


He ope: s with a special treatment 
nicely, besides bringing the cus-| of “No Business Like Show Busi- 
tomers out for dancing. Don ness” and follows with a pleasant 
Chiesta combo contrib the rhum- | interpretation af “Whiffenpoof 
bas. Zabe. /Song.” Then does “Glocca Mora” 
Se Seca, before hitting strong — Sag = 

. ~ > composition, “Too Fat Polka.” 
Club Ebony, N. ¥. prem a good version of “My 
Stump & Stumpy, Ida James, ‘Baby Said Maybe” before begging 
Rosebud, Smith Kids (2), Men of off with a weak “Pagliacci,” for 
Rhythm (2), Lewis & White, Line ynich his voice is not strong 
(6). Buster Harding's Orch (8), El, Kay Carole goes’ over 


, ss | enough. 
Boy Orch (10); $3.50 minimum. | nicely with her ventro act. She 


;shows smart delivery and material 

This neW black-and-tan layout! ¢-r nice response. Neil Golden 
adds up to a solid biz bid deliver- ‘erch backs show neatly. Mere. 
ing plenty of entertainment. Line-| 
up is full, fast and varied. 

Stump and Stumpy topline the | 
bill but on opening night (22) | 
Stump did a solo turn due to his | Chicago, April 23. 
partner’s illness. A comedy singer,| piri Ives. Ray Morton, Orch; 
he gives out with a raucously fun- | $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 
ny song patter full of mugging and 
pratfalls. He has a free-wheeling 
delivery with a load of eccentric 
twitches to sell his numbers. 


In straight vocal department,|tne humble simplicity of mass 


Ida James has a pert style which origins, refined and polished for 
wins the patrons. Her voice 1S| ¢jacs tastes. 


thin but an effective mike per- ; : , : 
sonality, standout looks and over- Singer, with guitar, works at a 


. standing mike, but relies mainly 
all savvy build her neatly. She | on his lung power. In taking off 


registers potently on such novelty | with “F Foggy Dew” he sets 


tunes as “Let’s Fall in Love,” | . 
: . : up the tough task of weaving a 
whieh fits the quality of her pipes. bittersweet mood in a matter of 


Another warbling stint is turned in “ - : 
by the Smith Kids in a solidly ex- sear sagged ie 08 9 — _ 
ecuted calypso routine of song-| “ns S steppe 
and-dance. 

Rosebud turns on the heat with 
an exhibition of Afro-Minsky danc- 
ing, if that’s what it can be called. 
Garbed to the minimum require- 














Maviair Reem, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 





| Burl Ives’ folksy touch lends a 
ipiquant filip of contrast to this 


with which he usually socks it 
over. 

“Erie Canal” got the robust 
treatment it requires, followed by 
ments. she burns through a/| ‘the whimsy and wry pay-off of “Tin 


reubus of Minpe ene Gee for | Feed.” A we no 9 the 
heavy mitting. This act is defi- | *°#¢- one ae ah 

itely not for the family trade.|°Fch, launched a community sing 
ror neither are the three pro-| 5¢Ssion, but the response fell short 


: : =. eof rattling the table ware. Offing 
rg eat eye Aare he oe to brisk returns, he came back 


swank setting. His ballads have | 


song lacked the slow dying fall | 


the pitch is well slanted is evi- 
denced by the solid reception 
which the throaty chanteuse en- 
joyed opening night, in spite of 
business Deing slightly offish due 
to generally bad local conditions. 
Breezing onstage after a warm- 
up by orch of “Cubana” Miss Nie- 
sen’s first offering is “Hawaiian 
War Chant,” for which she garners 
good hand and then moves on to 
' “Golden Earrings.” It is with the 
rhythmic “Wah Hoppened to Baby” 
that she really moves in for the 
kill amd she cadges a hefty re- 
‘sponse for the rhumba that is 
thrown in for good measure. Fol- 
lows with “Gentleman Is a Dope,” 
land “Love For Sale,” both of 
which click handily. Then, of 
}course, “I Want to Get Married,” 
| flanked by four show girls dressed 
jas bridesmaids. 
| Diek LaSalle Orch turns in first 
rate ob for both show and dancing. 
Ted. 





| Mavana-Madrid. N. Y. 

| _ “Holiday in Seville” revue, pro- 
|duced by Winnie Hoveler: with 
| Cdigary Bros. (2), William Boehm, 
| Orquidia Pino, Doris Myrick, Jose 
| Duval, Winnie Hoveler Dancers 


| (5), Sacasas Oreh, Argueso Orch; 


costumes designed by Audrey 
Hoveler; no cover; minimum $3 
weekdays, $4 weekends. 





Havana-Madrid's approach to the 
problem of digging up new ideas 
for a floor show involves a capsule 
performance of the opera, “Car- 
men.” It’s not a completely fresh 
method of swinging an entertain- 
ment punch at the customers but 
it’s still very novel and, in this 
case, pleasant—and brief. It con- 
sumes about 40 minutes. 


Though the club gives top bill- 
ing to the Hoveler Sisters, Winnie 


| bank heavily on burleycue tech- 
| niques in their hip-swaying accents. 


with the mock melodramatics of 


| “Frankie and Johnny.” 


Second return to prime ap 


| paced routine of 


| Rest of the bill is filled out by . 
: plause had him romping through 
the Men of Rhythm a omar. the fatal sting of the “Blue Tail 


: Fly.” In closing with “Venezuela” 
Lewis and White, femme and guy on - 
roller-skating team, open slowly | be did the dying fall to a turn and 


but wind up to a strong finish with = ry fe Bag <A gr cew ERE * 
their spectacular stunting. ay Morton Orch : 

: ‘ hold over to the satisfaction of the 
Buster Harding’s jazz combo! phardwood scrapers. Baxt. 
does a standout show accomp, also ei ip i 
offering dansapation rhythm for a F 
customer  hoofing. El Boy's Bradley’s, N. Y¥. 
rhumba orch alternates on the| Speilg Barrett, Gail Meredith, 
ba with standard chile) joan Bargy, Fausto Curbello. Orch; 

Herm. | no cover, no minimum. 





numbers. 





jormandie Reef mt’); This new addition to the east- 
N Montreal yor 24 side cafe roster has recently under- 

Ross MacLean. Richard & Flora |#one a series of alterations for 
Stuart. Kay Carole. Neil Golden | Conversion into a supper club. It’s 
Orch: ‘$2 pr ‘$1 cover been a straight eatery for years, 
ethan ie ” ; although there have been attempts 
to make this room an entertain- 

Composer-singer Ross MacLean | ment center. 
headlines this okay show but has; jt now has a chance of catching 
on Sane share a eee on, showing evideniee eo 
its to the dance team of Richard | after a siow start. at 0 
and Flora Stuart, who are out-| provide the intimate type enter- 
standing in their neat and fast |tainment purveyed at nearby Blue 
‘routines. Blonde Miss Stuart’s | Angel and Le Ruban Bleu, throw- 
speed, grace and precision are re-| jing in Latin terp sessions for the 
markable while partner Richard | dance-minded. In its favor is the 
proves to be a strong and clever | essential charm of the spot. 


dancer. Team’s Bolero of the The room currently has three 
Capes is one of their most effec- entertainers plus Faust; Cur- 








Marty Gould’s orch backs show 





tive routines. Terpers also Con-| helio’s rhumba band. Major stress 
stantly bring different details to |i, on Sheila Barrett’s characteriza- 
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= — tions, which give a strong comedy 
touch to the proceedings. Her 
takeoff on the tipsy tourist and the 
enactment of the Dorothy Parker 
short story “The Waltz,” provide 
the highspots in her well-in- 
tegrated turn. 

Song session is by Gail Mere- 
dith, a smooth-looking blonde, who 
carries a tune capably and imparts 
personality into her work for good 
response. The piano interludes 
are by Jean Bargy, who takes care 
of the lulls nicely. 


The wisdom of using an exclu- 
sively Latin orch in this room is 
to be debated. Despite the all- 
around capabilities of this Latin 
crew, which has Narita fronting, a 
“society” band that can indulge in 
rhumba rhythms may be a wiser 
choice inasmuch as more custom- 
ers would thus be eligible for a 
turn on the floor. Jose. 


BUILDING ANNEK 





Venetian Room, S. F. 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) 
San Francisco, April 27. 
Gertrude Niesen; Dick LaSalle 
Orch (10); cover $1.50, $2.00 Sat- 
urdays. 





It’s Gertrude Niesen, the musical 
comedy star, rather than Gertrude 
Niesen, the nightclub star, who is 
pitching her songs and curves cur- 
rently in this swank spot. That 








and Audrey, who head the five-girl 
| lime and produce the shows,- it’s 
the Calgary Bros. who are best 
known. Standard vaude act goes 
over smartly, a tribute to their 
ability since working under such 
intimate circumstances seemingly 
would tend to destroy the illusions 
created by their slow-motion rou- 
tines. They work in two slots, 
doing the drunk bit first, then 
participating in the “Carmen” pro- 
duction. 

Beyond that turn, the show is 
all house production. There’s a 
cute line bit first, built around 
“Fountain De Las Paldmas” 
(“Fountain of Doves”), which 
brings the line into play, with live 
doves perched on the wrists of the 
gals. Then comes “Carmen,” in 
the person of Orquidia Pino, 
fought over by William Boehm and 
Jose Duval. It’s a colorful, and 
very acceptable attempt to do 
something different. Miss Pino 
and her swains handle the familiar 
music nicely, and thé line, in cus- 
tumes that are better than aver- 
age, does its job commendably. 
Doris Myrick is on for a brief acro 
bit during the “Carmen” piece. 

Sacasas’ orchestra backs the 
show and alternates with Argueso’s 
relief combo. Both provide a max- 
imum of the Latin rhythms for 
which the Havana-Madrid is noted, 
but the Argueso crew does a 
superior job. Wood. 


Libuse Arm Injury 
Shelves Him Till June 


Comic Frank Libuse is currently 
recuperating at his home in Cicero, 
Ill., following an operation for an 
infected arm last week. Limb be- 
came infected while Libuse was 
playing at the Latin Casino, Phila- 
delphia, and he planed out to Chi- 
cago where he underwent the 
surgery. 

Injury is believed to be a result 
of a comedy fall, which caused a 
bruise and subsequent infection. 
He'll be out of action until June. 











Renard on AGVA Staff 


Nat Renard, former vaudeville 
performer and nitery dperator, has 
joined the organizing staff of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 

Renard once headed the team of 
Renard and West, and later pro- 
duced acts and uhits. At one time 
he operated the nitery in the Som- 
erset hotel, N. Y. 





Lisa Kirk, singer in “Allegro” 
will double from that show into 
| the Copacabana, N. Y., starting 
May 4. She succeeds Vivian Blaine. 








VAUDE GAINS IN BUDA; 
BEEF AT LEGIT INROADS 


ae asc grr April 13, 
ariety shows are increasj 
popularity here. —s 
Varosi Szinhaz, 2,500-seater bj 

gest picture house in peed. | 
showing the first Belita pic here 
Monogram's “Suspense,” and als, 
has a jazz orchestra playing before 
performances, while a State Opera 
group produced a ballet on Gersh- 
win’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
_Cabarets are protesting to the 
city of Budapest against legit 
houses’ production of cabaret pro- 
| grams, as cutting into their field, 
| Operetta Theatre last week pre- 
'semted a cabaret program instead 
jot the scheduled operetta, “Helen 
of Troy,” by Offenbach. Eariier 
ithis year Vigszinhaz had Similar 
|program for almost a month, Pro- 
grams have great b.o. draw. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 27. 

George Fee, chairman of “We 
the Patients” committee is pre. 
paring’ for the Decoration Day 
celebration and entertainment at 
the Rogers. He has appointed Cari 
Kessler and Seni Okun to enter. 
tainment committee; Helen Morris 
and Alice Dudley for refreshments; 
John Binkley and Sophia Medes on 
decorations, wardrobe and stage. 


Dolly Gallagher, recuping nice- 
ly and upped for pic shows and 
visiting. 

Arthur J. Slattery upped for all 
privileges. 

Betty (Par) Blessing, who came 
here one year ago beat the rap, 
gets her all-clear go-home papers 
soon. 


Moe Gould upped for mild ex- 
ercise, ditto Alice Dudley, who 
alternates as part-time switchboard 
operator at the Roger's. 

George Fee appointed downtown 
shopper for the gang. 

May Taft took the final test and 
okayed to leave for home. 

Ines Groething now upped for 
exercise with a go-home okay in 
the offing. 

First concert of the season given 
at the Rogers by Leona Flood, 
violinist. Miss Flood, who is tour- 
ing Northern New York, took time 
out to give the Rogers gang a 
treat. 

Charles Dortic, Columbia pix 
salesman, in from Albany to visit 
‘Moe Gould. 

Claudius Cervantes of Bogota, 
Colombia, took time out to visit 
Carl Kessler (The Amazing Mr. 
Ballantine) and ogle the san. 

Isabelle Rook and Helen Pele- 
chowicz responding to treatment 
nicely. 

Walter Romanik off to Brooklyn 
on a 10-day furlough. 

Write te these whe are ill. 


COMEDY PATTER 


For All Branckes of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The Show Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 
10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee” 
$3.00 Including Gag Files 
Send for list of Ab. parodies. 

outs, skits, ete. 
NO C.0.D’s 
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no other than nostalgic rea- 

these Palace bijls will be re- 

ed periodically, as they origt- 
nally appeared in VARIETY 25 


years ago.) 


PALACE, N. Y. 

(April 26, 1923) + 
11:30 show which wou 
ih oneal chiseled down half an 
pour. Some time ago there was 
an announcement that the Palace 
nad put thumbs-down on “cur- 
tains,” but nothing was said about 
“pows.” This is probably the bow- 
ingest show ever assembled, and 
led by none other than the king of 
powers, Eddie Leonard, and his 
right and left bowers, Mabel Rus- 
sell and Stewart (& Olive). Be- 
tween Mabel and Ida, Eddie 
scooped up plenty of apple cider 
and apple sauce, and was dripping 
when he reluctantly bent his final 
pend and clasped his final one- 
man handshake and said for the 
Jast time that he loved the audi- 


ence. 

Eddie gave the audience a series 
of bulletins on how he felt about 
loving his old friends and his old 
friends loving him. Most of the 
act was devoted to this soliloquial 
exchange of affections. At the end 
it was established beyond shadow 
of a doubt that: 

Eddie loved his old friends. 

Old friends were the best after 
all. 
Nothing like old friends. 

Nothing else mattered but old 
friends. 

Next to old friends, the greatest 
thing were old songs. 

“Roly Boly Eyes” was an old 
song. 

No old song like “Roly 
Eyes.” 

Ol’ Eddah won’t be with you 
vera long, ol’ friends. 

And Eddie was glad his old 
friends loved him. 

After all, nothing like old 
friends. 

For instance, “Roly Poly Eyes.” 

He had sung it for 30 years, and— 

So it went along. He sang it 
again—for old time’s sake. He 
brought back Mabel and smeared 
blackface all over her whiteface, 
and brought back her partner, Will 
Hallen, and had him slapsticked 
from behind the olio, and he 


Boly 
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Dusting the Attic 


clowned with his own leader and 
asked him what Will and Mabel 
meant by coming out again, and 
then he said he loved his old 
friends and he was glad his old 
friends loved his old friends be- 
cause after all nothing like old 
friends, for instance, “Roly Boly 
Eyes’—and at last he sang it: then 
he made a speech or three again 
and finally let up, all hands by 
then worn out. 


Leonard is the mystery of all 
times. He packs theatres, he gets 
receptions that would make a 
monarch blush, he uses the most 
transparent tricks of theatrical 
thimble-rigging for applause, he 
overstays his time—but rarely his 
welcome. For sheer egotism there 
isn’t anything as colossal in Chris- 
tendom as his speeches, and for 
sheer bunk they have never been 
approached. During the war he 
announced he had enlisted, and 
now each year he announces he has 
had a new operation—this time he 
has just had his tonsils cut out. 
What all that has to do with the 
business of “entertaining” is aside 
from the purpose. The wisest mob 
that gathers in the most sophisti- 
cated acreage under the dark blue 
heavens not only takes it but loves 
it. This reviewer is nobody’s yokel, 
even though he is from the west, 
and he couldn’t help -the tears 
coursing down his cheeks at Eddie’s 
touching references to mellow old 
friendships and mellow old songs 
and Hammerstei@’s sanctified cor- 
ners, where all the crooks, sharpers 
and crapshooters of a better era 
hung out. 

One would say that Leonard 
might do it everywhere but New 
York. One might; but New York 
is his softest picking. His fame is 
chiefly as a minstrel, though most 
folks have forgotten his origin en- 
tirely. And minstrel shows in 
New York are and for decades have 
been extinct. Yet Leonard is a 
hero, a lion, a wandering son come 
home and a long-lost buddy back 
from dangers afar, right in the 
heart of Times Square. Figure it 
out yourself, but don’t doubt it. 
He gets sentiment out of lyrics 
that don’t make sense and have be- 
come national classics; he gets 
pathos out of being away—on the 
Orpheum Circuit; he has his sup- 
porting actors do bum imitations 
of him so he can show them up 
and he gets salvos for doing better 
imitations of himself than his hired 
hoofers and singers can; he is a 
song-and-dance man who is by pro- 
fession mainly an orator. Nothing 
can follow him but intermission. 

Send your solution to the puz- 
zle editor. 

Emilie Lea, with a dainty three- 
act carded to open the second half, 
was sent in to close, following Van 
& Schenck and entering at 11:10. 
It is a fine act that might have 
been discreetly cut for the unusual 
circumstances—and left that way 
for the future. It has enough 
without the feeble efforts at com- 
edy, and they hurt it and clog it 
up. Her male dancer and her 
pianist, both sensationally excel- 
lent at their specialities, have some 
very puerile, and in one spot rather 
distressing, passages at humor. 
Otherwise Miss Lea’s effortless 
kicks and high soprano songs, the 
pianist’s masterly solo and the 
male dancer’s nifty number did 
nobly and held in an incredibly 
large percentage of the audience. 

Wellington Cross in his delight- 
ful “Wives” scored, though there 
was coughing during the first three 
minutes. The talk there could be 
elided into one minute easily and 
to advantage. Van & Schenck did 
their usual routine—no Leonard- 
ing here. These beloved boys, 
radiant with talent and personality, 
run their course and never beg or 
fight for more time—and they 
could have plenty, without trying 
for it. Dignity isn’t always appre- 
ciated in the booking office, but 
here and there one grateful indi- 
vidual cannot refrain from appre- 
ciation of its welcome visitation. 

Lillian Shaw, with two new 
numbers at the start and her vet- 
eran marriage and carriage scenes 
to close,-did strikingly well in 
laughs and honest applause. The 
Leviathan Band, a Whiteman-man- 
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‘aged and Burnside-produced en- 
isemble of 14 uniformed men, had a 
ballyhoo in front, with a gang- 
|plank trimmed with Leviathan life- 
|" preservers as an entrance to the 
house. The music was broken up 
iby single and foursome singing 
_and a comedy Hawaiian dance. The 
_Gallagher-Shean burlesque is a 
/poor choice to close, since it was 
|done so often and so well by the 
|Lopez men, and so often by other 
contemporaneous bands in vaude- 
ville. However, the tactful and 


interesting production and _ the 
really splendid playing and hot 
jazzing got the band over in fine 
style, though the finish did not 
compare with several other bands 
at the Palace in outburst. 

R. & W. Roberts, evening-dressed 
equilibrists, opened and did it well 
going along at high until they felt 
they had to fumblingly reput on 
their purple-lined opera capes for 
an exit. What capes have to do 
with balancers goes with what 
pathos has to do with Leonard; 
however, in this world it seems no 
one wants to stick to his last or be 
himself. 

Dave Roth, by the same token, | 
put in most of his time singing. | 
Dave is a good pianist and does a 
snappy dummy dance. But his 
own billing, “The most versatile 
comic,” seems to have deceived 
him. He is not the most versatile 
comic by at least several. He does 
a brisk, big-time act, “went” very 
strong Monday night, and is a tal- 
ented young man. This attempt at 
“versatility” is one of ethe most 
dangerous false guides in show 
business, especially vaudeville. The 
great stars have all become so by 
doing one thing well, and Sylves- 
ter Schaefer and the Rigoletto 
Bros., who were versatile enough 
to feature their versatility, never | 
amounted toa really great deal. 
The public doesn’t care how! 
many things another person can 
do; the public cares what anyone 
can do that the ‘public wants to see 
and hear. For every Elsie Janis 
who becomes famous for many tal- 
ents there are thousands held back 
by attempting to do many things 
when they might perfect one thing. 
This seems a long sermon to 
preach on one No. 2 turn, but it is 
a good No. 2 turn and can be made 
better by more dancing—the thing 
Dave really does do very well—and 
may, therefore, be worth the space. 
Lait. 


N.Y. NITERY OP BIDS 
FOR 3 MORE CLUBS 


ms Tony Colucci, former operator of 
niteries on 52d street, may branch 
out into one of the largest indi- 
vidual cafe Gwners in New York. 
Colucci recently bought Don 
Julio’s, Greenwich Village, N. Y., 
spot, is currently dickering with 
Max Gordon for the Village Van- 
guard, and is in negotiation with 
Angel Lopez, owner of the Havana 





Madrid. He has also put in a bid 
for the Flamingo club, West 
End, N. J. 


Gordon is anxious to retire from 
his Vanguard, being preoccupied 
with running the Blue Angel and 
Le Directoire, both of which he 
operates in conjunction with 
Herbert Jacoby. Negotiations cen- 
ter around a $25,000 figure. The 
Havana-Madrid ‘deal calls for 
$40,000. 

Colucci ran the Downbeat on 
Swing Street. It’s understood that 
he has outside financial interests 
backing him. 


‘Holiday’ Grosses 1436 
In Mex Charity Opener 


Mexico City, April 27. 

Opener here (21) of “Holiday 
On Ice” topped management’s ex- 
pectations. Show, graced by .Presi- 
dent Miguel Aleman and other po- 
litical and social biggies, was given 
totally for charities. Gross was 
near $14,500 (U.S.), a new high 
for a function in Mexico other 
than a super bullfight. Of the 
take, 75% weat to the Spring 
Fiestas to relieve Mexico’s under- 
nourished children, and 25% to 
the fund the federal government 
is raising to build more schools. 

Victor Sturdivant is presenting 
the company of 110, of whom 36 
are starred. Paul Dempsey is again 
handling arrangements. Top of | 
$3.60 (U.S.) for regular run is 
same as last year. 








Agents Assn. Names Katz | 
Successor to Bob Broder 


Jack Katz was named attorney | 
for the Artists Representatives 
Assn. at ‘an ARA meeting held 
Monday night (26). He succeeds I. | 
Robert Broder, who resigned sev- | 
eral weeks ago. 

Katz, who has had a theatrical 
practice for some time, amplified 
his show business rep recently 
when he defended Charles V. Yates 
after latter severed relations with 
the Frederick Bros. agency. 

Meeting also voted to file all tal- 








ent contracts with the 
Guild of Variety Artists. 


tees 


American | 2998 RKO Building, New York 20, N. Y. 
sf 


Steel Pier Has Stage Show Field 
All to Itself in Atlantic City 


* The Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
will have a virtual monopoly on 
stage shows in that resort this year. 
The competition of the Million 
aim Pier will be elimi- 
i : ; nated; it’s being converted into a 
with artueit’ abacaet “iia permanent industrial exhibit. Both 
dance at $10 per person. Roof | Piers are owned by George Hamid, 
opens to the public the following | W"° operates a fair and outdoor 
day with a two-band policy. Milt | booking and talent agency in New 





N. Y. St. Regis Roof 


In May 4 Opening 
The St. Regis hotel, N. Y., starts 





Shaw and Pepito Arvello will oc-|*°K- In the SP operation, he’s a 
cupy the bandstand. partner of concessionnaire Abe 
Spot will have $1.50 and $2, Pllis. 


| weekends, will go into a full-week 
policy starting May 29. Initial 
| seven-day layout will have filmite- 
|singer Vivian Blaine; Three Suns, 


GUITARIST GOMEZ TO 
OPERATE N. Y. NITERY jinstrumentat group; Buddy Lewis, 


Vicente Gomez, leading Spanish |and the Fast Steppers, dance 
flamenco guitarist, has taken over |team. Arthur Fisher agency is 
the operation of the La Zambra, | booking out of New York. 

a 52d street, N. Y., nitery, at which 
he’ll be the leading entertainer. 


CR, HaneRZabas angesoesn | ADAMS, NEWARK, T0 
KEEP SUMMER VAUDE 


The Adams theatre, Newark, for 
the first time in years, will operate 
throughout the summer with stage 
shows. Previously the house shut- 


Rooney Pacted to Emcee 
. tered or ran ro 
Vancouver Show In Aug, | months on : saveighe plana oe 


Vancouver, April 27 te 
Mickey Rooney will get a re-| Already pacted are the George 


ported $15,000 for a four-day show | Paxton band, starting May 20; Vic- 


being presented here Aug. 25 by |tor Lombardo, May 27; Louis Pri- 


: : |ma, June 10; Tex Williams, June 
Gordon Hilker and Leslie Allen, |,,. , ’ 
for the Pacific National Exhibition. |2*: age et July 8, and Peg- 
He will do four shows daily with By Lee, July <2. 


eee ie Fis of girls and F 
Set Potson Bail at 156 
~ Pending Chi Appeal 


other acts directed by Aida Broad- 
Chicago, April 27. 


bent, who is being loaned by Ed 
Lester of Los Angeles, Rooney will 
Chi federal court of appeals last 
week set bail of $15,000 pending 


be m.c® and. tie show together. 
Show is second year in succession 

being put on by Hilker and Allen 

Jones, was star. . . 
action on appeal of Mike Potton, 
: . oe who was found guilty April 9 of 
Toronto Nitery Pianist evading $162,000 in income tax and 
To Be Hanged for Murder | sentenced to two years imprison- 
. ‘ment. 
Toronto, April 27. | 
| 











Opening is slated to take place 
within a month. 




















: : . Former operator of Colosimo’s, 
Leslie R. Davidson, 29, nitery | once-famed nitery here, was sched- 


pianist, will be hanged here June | : ‘ : 
29 for the slaying of Mrs. Margaret | aeeil oe serving his sentence 


(Mickey) Meredith, who became 
his partner in a singing att after 
she had been featured as a WAC 
torchsinger in the Canadian Army 
Show. 

Dining in the City Grill opposite 
City Hall here, Davidson shot the 
girl in the head after she had taken 
a ’phone call and refused to reveal 
the identity of the caller. Davidson 
then backed out of the restaurant, 
and was arrested later in the eve- 
ning while playing piano at the 
Elm Grove Inn. 


Claremont Inn Reopens 


Claremont Inn, N. Y., summer 
dine and dancery on Riverside 
drive, will reopen for the summer 
May 20 with the Johnny Guarnieri 
quintet. Guarnieri has been play- 
ing the majority of the season at 
the St. Regis hotel, N. Y., and will 
go on the airshow with Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg 
which will be the summer replace- 
ment for “Duffy’s Tavern.” 

The Claremont will use another 
music crew in conjunction with 
Guarnieri. 


Probing Ohio Shakesdown 
Youngstown, April 27. 
Three-judge court will hear the 
trial of two Ohio liquor agents, 
charged with trying to obtain a 
bribe f.om Paul Alvino, operator 
of the R-Village Night Club. The 
hearing will be in Mahoning Coun- 
ty Common Pleas Court at Youngs- 
town on May 3. 

Alvino said the two agents de- 
manded $2,000 to $2,500 from him 
last Aug. 10, after they had charged 
him with selling liquor on Sunday. 





NITERY DATES 


Kay Starr has been signed for 
Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y., 
starting May 4. 

The Orlandos, 


dance’ team, 


Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., June 29. 
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eee t, N.Y. 


lington Orch, Ella Fitz- 

Dae eet Bros., George Kirby; 
ge Big Clock” (Par), reviewed 
Feb. 18, '48 


this bill 
‘ any act on § 
Coan its welcome are ex- 
po onally slim. Everything seems 
cepa down to almost audition size, 
pe whole done spanning no 
35 minutes. 
more igs are telescoped so tightly 
t the house ritual of having the 
ee end with a band number is 
bypassed for an abrupt blackout 
once the remaining turn on the 
roster has completed its chore. 
What makes the old wheeze about 
jeaving ‘em crying for more doubly 
acute here is the fact that the 
show is loaded with so much top- 
rate material. Out of his prodigious 
pertoire Duke Ellington is al- 
jowed to show but three items. 
The same goes for Ella Fitzgerald. 
On the show caught the chanteuse 
of bebop worked ’em up to a solid 
roadblock and all the customers 
got in return for the commotion 
was a begoff. 
Few as they are, Ellington’s 
three orchestral pieces for the 
Paramount occasion not only come 
from his top drawer but offer a 
pretty good synopsis of his brilliant 
talents for garnituring the jazz 
idom, For the teeoff there’s his 
torrid arrangement of “How High 
the Moon?,” with the brass and 
reed sections blowing up a steady 
storm of riffs and musical patterns 
as clarinetist Johnny Hamilton and 
other spotlighted sidemen weave 
in and out with their solos. Elling- 
‘ton couldn’t perhaps have picked a 
more invigorating setter-upper. 
Moving to the other extreme in 
mood, the band next waxes sultry 
and dreamy over the melodics of 
“On a Turquoise Cloud.” Featured 
in this is the quality coloraturing 
of Kay Davis, a tall, willowy looker. 
Less frenetic than “Moon” but still 
packed with stomp and rich jazz 
expression is the third number, 
“Frankie and Johnny.” There’s 
plenty of Ellington 88-ing through- 
out this insinuating arrangement 
plus some telling solo licks from 
Hamilton, trombonist Tyree Glenn 
and bassman Junior Raglan. 
Never much for pouring on the 
act, Miss Fitzgerald moves through 
her stint with a casual, throwaway 
manner that belies the surge and 
heat of her individual phrasing. 
This creator of vocal stylistics and 
queen of bebop swings out on the 
theme of “Robin’s Nest” for a 
warmup, settles their emotions for 
a few.moments with the slow-tem- 
poed lament of “Can’t Help Lovin’ 
That Man” and then ties ’em into 
a knot as she goes rebopping iri 
pellmell fashion through “Lady Be 
Good.” With the cognoscenti hers 
is surefire show-stopping stuff. 
act that has ’em pound- 
ing for more is the Four Step 
Bros., exponents of the shoe-tap- 
ping art par excellence. There’s 
nothing about the intricate side of 
the buck-and-wing that this group 
beset mastered. It’s wrapped up 
va gga Bana ~ sip pany 
ughs. e angle of ap- 
ao it’s as natty an act of its 


ot onumee Kirby, who closes the 
eae Proceedings, is a polished 
* - mic of celebrities, and his 
“is of bits collects handsomely. 
andl eoffs are well contrived 
Me cleverly routined. His gallery 
déwaue ranges over a wide 
imiten and vocal field, and the 
vealed lis seems to get an es- 
sponse 
LaFitzgerald. «i 5 yee 


Le 


Oriental, Chi 

i icago, April 22. 
Quignt, Martin, Raymond Scott 
Elsa & Wale Dorothy Collins, 
“Casbah” (U)’ Carl Sands Orch; 


Ra oa 
organized. ; Scott's present quintet, 


our months ago, alread 
othe dexterous fluency of his 

or eroup. It consists of bass, 
with oo trumpet and sax, 
onde macy 88'ing in an effective 
haste 4¥.of the maestro role. Em- 


is on cris i 
Cla P ensemble musi- 
ishesu rather than virtuoso flour- 


Show opens wi i 
J ith Scott and side- 
ne from the pit while they 
porn Toy Trumpet.” Tee-off, a 
oy fight to the moon via 
Paes Ship, draws an okay hand 
ion its impressionistic nature. 
Cent anding Scott fave, “18th 
be cegorawing Room,” pairs sax 
saat arinet in neat passages, with 
Poser Sounding quaint music- 


the Merger of Two Marriage Bro- 
kers.” 4 
Although badgered by laryngitis 
at show caught, Dorothy Collins 
impressed far more than the stand- 
erd_ band chirp. Her go at “Ma,” 
in which the trumpet re-echoes her 
cries of distress, pumps new life 
into the oldie lyrics. Surprising are 
the salvos drawn by. “Mountain 
High, Valley Low,” a fragile mood 
item in which she opens without 
accompaniment. Antics of her and 
three sidemen win brisk response 
in “To Make a Long Story Short.” 
Elsa and Waldo’s eccentric terp- 
ing, backed by Carl Sands’ orch, 
is rewarded all the way. Femme, 
swathed in pink ruffles, strikes 
freak postures in waltz time, sim- 
pering to steady yocks. Partner, 
clad in shrunken formal attire, 
does shy-guy and earns prime ap- 
plause with back bends and ma- 
chine-gua taps. Offing to brisk 
hand, their return. has Waldo 
slouching as Groucho Marx in pur- 
suit of Elsa wigged a la Harpo. 
Tony Martin, in with his pie, 
arouses squeals remindful of the 
earlier Sinatra. Singer eschews the 
heavy-lidded swooner stance in 
favor of straightforward attack. 
“Body and Soul” should be added 
to his lineup in view of aud clamor 
that went unanswered. Yelled re- 
quests from teen-agers could have 
kept him going for an hour. 
Singer opens with “Only Make 
Believe” and continues romancing 
through three others, with heaviest 
hand won by “Begin the Beguine.” 
Brought’ back by salvos, he stilled 
the house with “To Each His Own” 
and ended before the lowered cur- 
tain with “I'll See You in My 
Dreams.” Bact. 


Radio City, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, April 24. 


Stan Kenton Orch (21) with 
June Christy, Pedro & Durand, 
Jean Carroll, King Cole Trio; 


“Alias a Gentleman” (M-G). 





What’s probably the hottest of 
all current jive attractions, Stan 
Kenton’s band and the King Cole 
Trio, are combined for this en- 
gagement and they’re not only 
proving a tremendous magnet, but 
also furnishing swing and jazz 
lovers one of the biggest treats 
they’ve ever had here. With two 
additional acts to afford comedy 
and diversity, the double headliner 
show seems to have everything it 
takes for audience satisfaction and 
box-office appeal. 

With its 10 brass, five saxes, five 
rhythms, femme vocalist and Ken- 
ton himself off and on at the piano, 
the outfit is probably among the 
largest now playing theatre dates. 
Kenton’s occasional ivory tickling 
tones down the brasses’ blare ’some. 
But with all its noise and brassi- 
ness the band’s emanations have 
so much rhythm magic, liveliness 
and snap that they get over for 
top results. 

Band’s . fast opener, “Artistry 
Jumps,” is followed by another 
original musical contribution, ‘‘Col- 
laboration,” featuring trombone 
soloing. Pedro & Durand have 
ccmedy trimmings for their dif- 
ficult balancing feats that demon- 
strate strength and musical con- 
trol. Eddie Safranski hits on high 
with his string bass soloing dur- 
ing “Safranski.” 

Laughs come fast in comedienne 
Jean_ Carroll’s monologue. Then 
June Christy, glamorous blonde 
vocalist, brings down the house 
with her throaty renditions of 
“How High the Moon,” “Willow, 
Weep for Me,” “I Told You I Love 


‘|You, Now Get Out” and “Soothe 


Me.” Kenton himself takes a whirl 
at vocalizing “St. James Infirm- 
ary,” punctuated with some effec- 
tive but too long drawn out com- 
edy business between him and 
band members. 

The King Cole Trio, of course, 
is sock, doing five numbers for 
solid returns. The trio and band 
close the show, working together 
on ‘Lover,’ a smash finisher. The 
4,400-seat house nearly filled for 
first of five stage shows Saturday. 

Rees. 


Donn Arden to Do Show 
At Lido, Paris, in May 


° Paris, April 27. 
The Cafe Lido will do an Ameri- 
can-produced show this spring or 
summer. Donn Arden, who does 
the shows at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., and the Riviera, Ft. Lee, 
N. J., has been signed by Lido op- 
erators Pierre Guerin and Rene 
Fraday to produce a revue with 








OX touches R i 
villa ‘ ousing heat beat 
nn tions on the Wedding March” 


iT s } 
Over “Pre-Festival Music for ' 


‘American and French talent. Ar- 


den and his assistant, Ron Fletcher, 
will plane to Paris May 7. 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


“Spring Rhythm,” with Bob Wil- | 
liams, Genia Melnitchenko, Robert 
De Voye, Maria de Baroncelli, 
Alpheus Koon, Dorothy Berger, 
William Burdick, Alfredo Corvino, 
Sylvia Barry, Glee Club, Corps de 
Ballet, Rockettes, Symphony Orch 
conducted by Alexander Smallens 
with Richard Tetley-Kardos solo- 
ist; settings, Bruno Maine, James 
Stewart Morcom; choreography, 
Florence Rogge, Gene Snyder; 
lighting, Eugene Braun; “State of 
the Union” (M-G), reviewed in 
VARIETY March 24, ’48. 








A house warmed up by the high- 
ly sophisticated, rapidly paced and 
brittle character of “State of the 
Union” will undergo quite a trans- 
formation with the current Music 
Hall stage effort, “Spring Rhythm.” 
The slow and almost austere pace 
of the early pait of the stageshow 


ceedings. 


ponderous in character. 

As always, the careful prdduc- 
tion by Russell Markert, Bruno 
Maine’s’ settings and Eugene 
Braun’s lighting give the entire 
show an eye-arresting backdrop. 
But speed by the talent sector is 
sharply lacking. 

The opening and closing move- 
ments of Liszt’s Piano Concerto in 
E Flat, with Richard Tetley-Kardos 
at the keyboard, is hardly suitable 
for the spotting it gets. The pyro- 
technics inherent in this piece fail 
to fill this huge hall, the Concerto 
serving as little more than an over- 
ture. 

There’s considerable lift in the 
ballet corps presentation of “Three 
Glass Hearts” with Florence 
Rogge’s smart and _ imaginative 
choreography. Sapient use is made 
of the Hall’s vast stage, with prima 
ballerina Genia Melnitchenko giv- 
ing an expert account of herself. 
Valuable assists are by Robert De 
Voye, Maria de Baroncelli, Alphe- 


‘us Koon, Dorothy Berger, William 


Burdick and Alfredo Corvino. 
The Glee Club efforts, in a Ne- 

gro church setting, hits a pleasant 

stride with a variety of spirituals. 








Bob Williams, the sole act on 
{the bill outside of the house stgand- 
bys, is spotted in a park setting. 
|He provides a nice note of comedy, 
putting a pair of hounds through 
antic paces for good results. 

As always, the Rockettes provide 
the highspot >of the session with a 
high-powered display of precision 
terps. This highly disciplined or- 
ganization maintains a_ standard 
that’s rarely excelled anywhere in 
this line of endeavor. The payoff 
comes usually tear the close of 
their turn when this block of 
cheesecake comes out kicking in 
the direction of the audience. An 
applause jackpot is usually the re- 
sult. 

The Rocks work in Indian cos- | 
tumes, with a special setting by | 
James Stewart Morcom, is pre- 
ceded by a vocal turn of “Pass the 
Peace Pipe” by Sylvia. Barry 





backed by a male quartet. It’s a 
good all-around blend. Jose. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, April 23. 
Rolly Rolls, Sara Ann McCabe, 
Alan King, Francine & Leslie 
Davis, Lindsay Lovelies (8), Les 
Rhode House Orch; “That Hagen 
Girl” (WB). 





Packaged installed here this 
week plays for hefty returns most 
of the way, with blend of variety 
paced to obtain best results. 


It’s a versatile layout with Rolly 
Rolls and Sara Ann McCabe making 
for a solid brace of topliners. Rolls, 
with his mixture of lampoon and 
straight on the Steinway and the 
concertina, scores with his laugh- 
making approach to the classics 
and the straight Gershwin stuff. 
Charm and showmanship are evi- 
dent throughout. 


Miss McCabe is a gorgeously 
gowned thr@h with a classy style. 
Vocalistics garner full returns via 
a know-how delivery which is ap- 
plied to a medley of semi-classics, 
with “Donkey Serenade” the stand- 
out, then a switch to pop “But 
Beautiful” for neat change of pace. 
Tops with “Molly Malone” for a 
solid sendoff. 

Alan King is a youngster who’s 
been playing the local niteries and 
impresses as a well versed comic al- 
beit a lot of the gags sailed away, 


causes a mental hangover that isn’t | __ ; 
dissipated until late in the pro- | his talented troupe and comic Har-| ble event is the vaude reunion of 
In comparison to the | vey Stone rates as tops in Capitol | Paul Draper and Larry Adler, who 


| the material and a slower pace 
Russell Markert production of Would aid overall effect. 


‘lines house has brought in from | 


| Monero, 
Stone; 





film, the talent layout is virtually | vaude fare. 





Terp slot is held down for fair 
results by Francine and Leslie 
Davis. Tee off with effective can- 
can and work in solo spots that go 
well enough, with brunet and ex- 
hibing skill at baton twirling com- 
boed with taps and blonde with a 
violin-acro dance. 

Lindsay Lovelies held over with 
a minstrel routine to open proceed- 
ings and a Harlem fantasy for 
closer. Obviously well trained and 
a welcome change from previous | 





time to time. Les Rhode and house 
orch are okay on backgroundings, 
as usual. Lary. | 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, April 23. 


jand 
lcomes out exceedingly well. 


Roxy, N. Y. 
Larry Adler & Paul Draper, Galt- 
Gali, Hollace Shaw, H. Leopold 
Spitalny Chorus, Roxyettes, Paul 


|Ash Orch; “Anna Karenina” (20th) 


reviewed in VARIETY Jan. 28, ’48. 





The Roxy with this show veers 
to a greater use of its production 
facilities. For this layout the Roxy- 
ettes, H. Leopold Spitalny chorus 
and Hollace Shaw, who by now 
has assumed the status of house 
production singer, are put through 
an extensive pace in an Indian se- 
quence lasting nearly 15 minutes. 
Fortunately, it’s a good blend of 
staging made lively with colorful 
imaginative production that 
The 
lrunning time is expected to be cut 


'for subsequent shows to provide 


Xavier Cugat Orch, with Norma, | tighter pacing. 


Aladdin, Carcia; Harvey | 
“Are You With It?” (U). 





Combo of Rhumba King Cugat, 


The Latinos played to 
a packed house. 

Cugat’s smooth- emceeing out- 
distances most of his competish, 


Outside talent is held down to a 
| pair of a@ts, both of which provide 
a high degree of entertainment. 

| In the act sector, the most nota- 


| first worked together at the Radio 
| City Musie Hall in 1933 with an 
|; act billed as the Three Doors. Vin- 
cente Minnelli, now a Hollywood 


| while fast routines of lissom-hipped producer and husband of Judy Gar- 


husky-voiced Carcia teamed with 
the Aladdin-Monero-Norma three- 
some gets plenty of kudos from the 
crowd and some plain and fancy 
whjstles from the males in the aud- 
ience. The Capitol’s new elevated 
stage brought the orch closer to the 
crowd and shows the Cugat troupe 
off to good advantage. Cugat’s 


lasides display good showmanship 


and his traditional Latin numbers 
go over particularly well. 

Harvey Stone debuts with his 
new civilian line of patter, includ- 
ing the “miserable wife’ routine 
and some slap-happy vocalizing 
about Cugat. Fast, snappy gags 
had the crowd jumping but Stone 
gets his biggest hand when he en- 
cores with the Army banter which 
landed him in the bigtime after 
the war. Using many of the same 
gags, updated and polished te high 
comedy, the stanza shows him at 
his’ best in khaki dialogue. 





lon the bill. « 


Show winds up with a three- 
couple rhumba contest from the 
aud, with couples competing 
nightly for the $100 payoff 
Wednesday (30). Stint is a pleasant 
curtain for the Cugat entertain- 
ment. Holl. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, April 24. 
Ina Ray Hutton orch (12) with 
Danny Riccardo; Ann Corio, Clif- 
ford Guest, Bobby Lane & Claire; 
“Scudda-Hoo, Scudda-Hay” (20th). 





Current layout is next to last 
stageshow of season and fails to 
add up to anything more than 
routine fare. 

Emceeing, singing and leading 
her new band is the vivacious Ina 
Ray Hutton, but is is obvious that 
she cannot swing the whole show 
herself. The band is solid enough 
but does nothing outstanding. 

Miss Hutton works hard, singing 
several songs, assisted by the male 
vocalist, Danny Riccardo and choir 


Get the Blues” and “Three Little 
Bears” bring okay returns from 
payees. Riccardo, an okay bari- 
tone gives out neatly on “Sorrento” 
and “Haunted Heart.” 

Dance team of Bobby Lane and 
Claire do a neat terp chore, wind- 
ing with acro turn called “Fightin’ 
for the Funnies.” Ann Corio,’ her 
striptease and “naughty” lyrics 
considered too much for Boston’s 
unsophisticated audiences was 
very much under wraps and could 
do very little to justify her being 


Brightest spot on layout is Clif- 
ford Guest, an Australian import, 
making his-first appearance here. 
Does a neat ventro turn with good 
material and delivery. His imper- 
sonation of a fox hunt is a solid 
click. 

Band closes show playing 
“Cachita,” giving Miss Hutton a 
chance for hipwaving. Elie. 


John Steinberg’s Memoirs 


Hollywood, April 27. 

John Steinberg, maitre d’hotel 
of Hillcrest Country Club, Beverly 
Hills, is working on his memoirs 
in collaboration with Leonard L. 
Levinson, ex-VARIETY mugg, a 
radio writer and film producer. As 
half of John & Christo, Steinberg 
was well known as a New York, 











via too fast paced a delivery for 
vaude patrons. 
gags with character 





“Bababulu.” 


Interweaves the) largely credited with presenting 
sxetches and and developing a host of show biz y 
finally gets them with a version of names like Paul Whiteman, Van & Dr. Gillespie are smoothly sold. 
Some. trimming of' Schenck,,George Olsen, et al. : 


Saratoga and Florida host before 
and during Prohibition, and he was 


| land, threw the act together virtu- 
lally on the spur of the moment, 
| lining up the harmonicist, tap 
| dancer and a singer, Alice Dawn 
| ‘now retired), who went on to 
iscore in Hollywood. Of this trio, 
| Draper and Adler are still exceed- 
j}ingly active ingredients in show- 
|business having become standard 
concert attractions. This is their 
first engagement together in a 
N. Y. vauder since 1933, although 
they’ve both made appearances at 
this house separately. 7” 

They’re a sock combination of 
literate terping and skilled musi- 
cianship. Adler hitting musical 
highspots with his harmonicising 
of Enesco’s “Rumanian Rhapsody” 
and a vari-tempoed interpretation 
of ‘‘When Day Is Done.” Adler ex- 
plains that when he first did this 
number in 1928, it laid an egg so 
colossal that the pan is forever en- 
shrined in VARIETY’s files. He’s im- 
proved since then. 

Draper’s turn is highlighted by 
one of the cleverest bits of tap 
|pantomime extant on a vaude or 
concert stage. He has a satire of 
a political candidate on a speaking 
platform. “Via his tap terps, Draper 
lis able to create not only a shrewd 
jana entertaining rib of the politi- 
}cal scene, but is able to portray 
ithe speaker’s paens of self-praise, 
slandering his opponents, kissing 
babies and even straddling issues. 
It’s an extremely clever bit that 
hits the applause jackpot. Draper 
also does an a capella tap and an 
interpretation of “Frankie and 
Johnny” to Adler’s piano-playing. 
With Adler at the mouth organ, 
the pair go through their usual im- 
provisation to requests from the 
audience and an interpretation of 
“Sabre Dance.” Theirs is the top 
hand of the day. Calvin Jackson 
does their piano accomps effec- 
tively. 

Gali Gali is still one of the more 
adept practitioners of sleight of 





singing by the band. “Angry,” “I ,hand. He does an entertaining job 


with his manipulation of chicks, 


a dollar bill. 
Paul Ash house band does its 
usually fine job of showbacking. 
f Jose. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, April 25. 
Keye Luke, Jimmy Burrell, Pat 
Henning, Richards-Adair Dancers 


(6); Jo Lombard House Orch 
(12); “The Noose Hangs High” 
(EL). 





Mild stage layout plays pleasant- 


sock or highlight. Best contribu- 
tion is tre comedy of Pat Henning, 
who knocks himself out for laughs 
as emcee and in a final closing slot 
on his own. He’s a skillful clown 
with plenty of knowhow. 


Fullsome opening is offered by 
Richards- Adair Dancers, mixed 
sextette of adagio terpers, consist- 
ing of four femmes and two males, 
who routine the usual throws and 
catches but who lack a strong 
clincher for an effective getaway. 
They open spot for Jimmy Burrell 
and his vocalizing in the deuce. In 
pleasant voice and nice selling 
style he gives out with “Best 
Things Are Free,” “Now Is the 
Hour,” “Beguine,” “Because” and 
a strong encore. 


Key ‘Luke punches out an okay 





p.a. Impressions of filmites includ- 
ing mimicry of Charley Chan and 


Burm, . 


coins and a transference bit with ; 


ly enough without any outstanding - 
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Strawhats Taking Time Signing 
With Equity for Summer Season 


Although the number —— ’ 
mer stocks this season wi OP | stars and di = . 
more than 100, according to esti- | wage - directo ro msle 
mates, strawhat managers are more ber ing oo . 
leisurely in registering with Equity Repertory will ae ae sae eeceah gh 
than last year. Last April there was the fall and winter at a theatre 
a rush of between 40 to 50 stock- currently under negotiation. 
men, most of whom posted salary | 
bonds, whereas the total a oo] 
week was 30, of which 22 had taken | ' 
care of that requirement, the figure | Santa Barbara. April 27. 
including several who are exempt; Lobero theatre will open July 
from makimg guarantee deposits. (15 and rum through Aug 22. A 

Some strawhatters are said to‘be | professional resident company aus- 








Lebero’s 10-week Season 


hesitating because of the new ruies,| mented by Broadway and Holly- | 


which were revised after they ob-| wood guest stars will present 10 
jected but still call for payment ' plays. : 
for rehearsals, an item of $2Q to New project has been organized 
each player for the week prior to by Robert Milton, Rogers Brack- 
opening the season. Some show- ett and Walter Rathbun. 

men are equalizing the rehearsal! 
pay by making out contracts fer ! 
salaries less that amount, that ap- | 





Akron Group Opens June I 


ri n to better-salaried | Akron, April 27. 
ee a 5 are | Second season for the Town and 
S‘milar compensating idea by | Country Players will begin aboui 


ss .|;June 1. Alexander Wilson, Gar- 
managers was mpre or less — field highschool be sage fh mca 
around 15 years ago, when pay for - hse ‘00 dram nst 
- ., |tor, will again direct the group. 
rehearsals started as an Equity re bp Hall at nearby Suffield. O 
quirement. Then producers Bae p Prams vt for the Play- 
duced regular salaries to actors by | °* 


ho exact amount paid for rehear-|*™S S©@son. 

pod weekly for pasa weeks, later| Opening Production _ will be 
upping the pay to the normal fig- | Philip Barry’s “Holiday Others 
ure and, in subsequent seasons,|Will be “Arsenic and Old ao’ 
skipping the whole matter. Under- Ah, page acre and iy 2 a 
stood that the managing director | House.” A possible may be 

of a summer operetta steck recent- | Vate Lives. 


ly signed 3 $500 aetor for $480, not 
ecthentings: whether the regular sal- San Matee Cellege Theatre 





""Singer Repacted at 16 Ballet Theatre B.O. 


Vancouver, April 27. 
One of few symphonies on this 
continent to land up in the biack 
is the Vancouver Symphony. So 
ciety went through year without 


NS. at 406 Nut: 


South American, European Tours Shim 





deficit although it did call upon . 


ai dae haaanee Singer, for- San Carlo, With 806 For 
16, Skeds More Opera 


mer Dallas Symph director, pre- 
Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo, 


sented a varied season. It’s under- 

.stood that Singer has agreed to 

stick with the symphony next year grand opera company was due to 
have completed its annual spring 
engagement at the Center, Radio 


at $16,000 for the season. 
City, N. Y¥., Sumday (25) when its 


e , 
Dublim’s ‘Righteous May 16th performance was given, but 
virtual capacity business resulted 
Get Strawhat Tryout in scheduling five more perform- 
C : oo anol annaee 
Gross to date apprexi ( 
| With Maureen @’Hara! S'so io i3t° ilies betne a new 
London, April 27. | high for popular-priced opera in 
ya : ” i the spot. ° 
‘The Righteous Are Bold,” re-| Business drawn by the Gallo 
pertedly the biggest success the | troupe, which will complete its 
Abbey Players of Dublin have had | 37th annual tour Sunday (2), is re- 
in 15 years, may be tried out this | garded the more execeptiena 
summem at the Dennis, Mass., | cause it was opposed day and date 
strawhat under a deal Hollywood | with the N. Y. City Opera Co., at 
agent Jack Goldstein (Walter Kane) | City Center. Latter, also at $2.40, 


|has in the works with the spot’s | has had a boff season. 
| operator, Richard Aldrich. Play is | 

















ary will be paid for subsequent ap- 
pearances. 


Four Pa. Strawhats Set 
Easton, Pa., April 27. 
At least four strawhat houses, 
will be in operation this summer | 
in this area. Bucks County Play- 
house is scheduled to open a 15- 





week season June 4. Eddie Rich fourth postw 


July 2 for an eight-week season. 


, optioned to Will Price and his wife, | ? 

| Sinarouh O7Fiass: Tokyo's Drama-Starved 
According to Goldstein, after | A ~ ¢ u ° 
testing the piece at the Playhouse 
at Dennis, “Righteous” possibly e 2) 
will be fall vehicle for Aldrich &| (Qf ‘Voice of the Turtle 
Myers on Broadway. Miss O'Hara Tok April 15 
has been mentioned as handling the al adie a. yh. rt “in| 
pitt piace -nggpcranay Peace Tokyo, whose theatre fare consists 
| been done in New York by Frank | °f an occasional soldier-show pro- 
|Satenstein in association with Ed- | duction at the Army’s Ernie Pyle 

: die Dowli theatre or a special Allied perform- 
San Mateo, Cal., April 27. | @¢ Vowline. 
The Hillbard Summer Theatre. | 
at San Mateo College, will open | 


Robert Brauns will direct. 





Mt. Gretna Reopens in June 


Mt. Gretna, Pa., April 27 
Gretna Playhouse will open its 





will run the Clinton Music Hall fer| direction of Charles F. Coghlan | 


the third successive summer, using | early in June. Coghlan is return- 
a policy of guest stars. Will open | ing for his fourth season; producer 
is Gene P. Otto. 


early in June. Bernard Simon will 
open the Hunterdon Hills Play- 
house, near Clinton, June 28. He'll 
increase the seating capacity from 
300 to 600. 

Hunterdon Hills also will present | 
a concert series for the second 
straight summer, the first on June 
27, by Gladys Swarthout. Others 
booked are Boris Geldovsky, Iva 
Kitchell, Robert Merrill and Benno 

The Pocono Playhouse at Moun- 
tain home will open a 12-week sea- 
son June 21. Rowena Stevens will 
operate and Richard Bender will 
be the director. 

Reopens in Bridgeport 
Bridgeport, April 27. 
Cliff Self will reopen his Bridge- 








port Playhouse fer a 10-week sca- | 
son, starting June 23. He will have | 


a resident company. 


New Bolton Landing Theatre 

Bolion Landing, N.Y., April 27. 

A large barn on the King’s Inn 
Property, three quarters of a mile 
north of the center of the village, 





is beimg remodeled into a summer | 


theatre to be known as the Barn 
Playhouse. Theatre, to seat more 
than 200 with facilities for dres- 
sing room and stage equipment, 


will be operated by Joe Crosby, | 


who recently completed arrange- 
ments with Frank M. King, Jr., 
owner and operator of the Inn. 

Crosby managed the Bolton 
Landing Summer Players last sea- 
son while they appeared in the 
school auditorium, and the same 
troupe will play the new theatre. 





Cape Playhouse’s 22nd Season 
Dennis, Mass., April 27. 
Cape Playhouse will open its 
22nd season June 28, with 


Mrs. Cheyney.” Strawhat, under 


will again have following staff: 
Morton Gottlied, general manager: 
Arthur Sireom, stage director: 
Jeffrey Potter, stage manager, and 
M’~>ael Mindlin, press. 


*enelope Sack (Mrs. Potter), a 





Red Barn’s May 18 Bew 
Westboro, Mass., April 27. 

The Red Barn theatre will open | 
May 18 for its 10th strawhat sea- | 
son here. The first offering will be | 
Somerset Maugham’s “Too Many 
Husbands.” The spot will offer a 
20-week schedule, continuing into 
October. 


Robert Daggett is producer, Wil- feo was Sidney Howard’s “The 


liam Corrigan director, Richard J. 


Hughes stage manager, and the |ments are booked mostly in com- 


resident company includes Ruth 
White, Iggie Wolfington, Moultrie 
Patten, Teena Starr, Mare Wood, 
William Darrid, Cliff Robertson 
and Mardette Edwards. 





Mills Takes Over Cragsmoor 
Cragsmoor, N. Y., April 27. 

The Cragsmoor strawhat thea- 
tre, operated the last two seasons 
by Morton DaCosta, will be di- 
rected this summer by Parker 
| Mills, director of the Springfield 
| (O.) Civie Theatre and former as- 
'sociates of DaCosta in the Port 
Players, Milwaukee. ; 

DaCosta is giving up the spot to 
become production assistant to 
Maurice Evans for the 1949-50 
season. He’ll also have charge of 
the star’s radio and _ television 
activities. Besides being general 
_understudy in the Evans produc- 
tion of “Man and Superman,” at 
, the Hudson, N. Y., DaCosta is 
staging .the Jose Ferrer-George 
' Coulouris presentation of ‘“The Al- 
chemist.” at the City Center, N. Y. 


| Dancing to Tell ‘Story’ 
| In Koch Play for Draper 


' Howard Koch may produce the 


t 
| 





salt Filer : filmite Cornel Wilde and his wif 
Kay | ur itled play he has written for “pe : . te 
emmaiin:-thaiail in “The Last of *Paul Draper wherein the drama- | Patricia Knight, in the leads. 
'turgy will be “told with dancing.” : 
management of Richard Aldrich, |Draper’s terps would “tell” the "disclosed novel, to 


!aetion. 


| Play will be staged by Max 
'Ophals, with words and music at 
a minimum; in- fact, the question 
{is whether the dancing may not 


‘be entirely done sans music, since 


ar season under the | ence touring company, being read- 


di-ector of Theatre, Inc., and re- the expressive terps are all that’s 
cently in “Macbeth” on Broadway, necessary to “tell” the story. Sup- 
will appear in several of the plays | porting cast will be chosen for his- 
this summer. ‘trionie and terpsichorean ability, 
but accent will be more on the 
New Cal. Strawhatter jacting, except for Draper, of 
Los Angeles, Avril 27. course. Koch is due in N. Y. this 
Repertory, Inc., new legit group, summer for an early fall produc- 
will open its strawhat season in tion because, by nature of the in- 
Balboa, Cal., June 17, with a 12- | novation, the rehearsals of neces- 
week program, featuring guest sity will take longer. 





| In past, onl 
been given, but there will be nine 





INDIANA U. TO HOUSE 


NTC TOURING CO. AGAIN ‘the Turtle,” produced by a recently 


Bloomington, Ind., April 27. 
The National Theatre Confer- 


ied for the 1948-49 season, will 
again headquarter at Indiana Univ., 
where there are outstanding pro- 
duction facilities and the college. 
drama department is especially ac- 
tive. The troupe will continue to 
comprise graduate drama students, 
10 of whom will have NTC fellow- 
ships totalling $10,000, plus schol- 
arships in drama. NTC funds are 
from a Reckefeller Foundation 
grant. 

The play to be produced for tour 
next season isn’t set. The 1947-48 
Late Christopher Bean.” Engage- 
munities not seeing any profession- 
al theatre, performances generally 
being given in community and col- 
lege theatres in Indiana, Kentucky 
and Tillinois. 


Lee Norvelle is director of the 
Indiana Univ. theatre. 


“Mangham Story Ist Of 
| New Co.’s Legiters 


_ With three legit seripts sched- | 
uled for Broadway presentation | 
next fall, a newly-launched produc- 
tion company known as British 
Artists, Ltd., will also step into 
' film-making. William L. Taub is 
‘partnered with writer-director Rod- 
| ney Ackland in the venture. He 
/expressed belief that distribution 
_would probably be worked out with 
United Artists. \ 
| Heading British Artists’ play 
slate is a forthcoming dramatiza- 
tion of W. Somerset Maugham’s 
original short story, “Before the 
Party,” from a collection known as 
“East and West.” Under a deal 
inked with the novelist, Ackland. 
| will handle the adaptation, with 








Second is a script based on an 
c d n r Claude 
| Rains. Third is a play by Ackland. 
‘for which Carey Grant is sought. 





EXTEND PITT OP SEASON 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 
An okay from U. of Pittsburgh 
authorities on use of its stadium 
will permit Civic Light Opera Co. | 
to extend its season this summer | 
to nine and a half weeks, as against 


eight in previous years. 
eight shows have 





in 1948, with the opener, “Show 


ance now and then one of Japan’s 
artistic but incomprehensible ‘‘ka- 
buki” plays at a normally off-limits 
theatre, got a treat last night (14) 
with the opening of “The Voice of 


organized pro-amateur group call- 
ing itself the American Theatre, 
Far East. 

The John van Drutenh comedy 
was scheduled for four perform- 
anees at the Stilwell Theatre in 
Tokyo (fermer army filmhouse), 
but seored so well last night it will 
be held over part of following 
week. The group also visualizes 
taking the shew and subsequent 
preductiens on a teur of Japan if 
demand exists. 

Players were Willard Thompson 
as Sgt. Bill Page; Yvenne Heaslip 
of Adelaide, Australia, as Sally 
Middleton and Fran Allen as Olive 
Lashbrooke. Miss Allen’s husband, 
Edward S. Stephenson, entertain- 
ment director of the GHQ Special 
Service Section in Tokyo, directed 
and designed the production. 

Thompson, who is theatre officer 
in SCAP’s Civil Information and 
Education Section, was associated 
with Stephenson for a number of 
years in the U. S. before the war. 
In 1937-38 they were at Pasadena 
Playhouse, Thompson as a juvenile 
and Stephenson as a technical di- 
rector. The pair formed a reper- 
tory company, “The Theatre of the 
Fifteen,” which played Miami. 
Cape Ced (Hyannis), Boston and 
Hendersonville, N. C., in 1939-41. 
Thompson was a Marine flier dur- 
ing the war and Stephenson served 
in the army. They bumped into 
each other in Tokyo last year and 
teamed up to organize the Ameri- 
can Theatre, Far East. : 

Thompsen was last seen on 
Broadway in 1946 in “Made in 
Heaven.” Miss Allen, prior to ¢om- 
ing to Japan in 1946 to join the 
Special Service theatre compapy, 
appeared in New York with the 
Starlight Theatre and Broadway 
Players and did radio work in Chi- 
cago. Miss Heaslip has appeared 
in numerous productions of the 
Adelaide Theatre Guild and the 
Australian Experimental Theatre. 


U.S. Ballerina Mladova 
Set for Third Italo Pic 


Rome, Apri? 12. 

Milada Mladova, U. S. ballerina 
formerly with Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, has completed a sing- 
ing-talking-dancing lead role in 
the Italian pic, “Smugglers of the 
Sea,” opposite Rossano Brazzi, and 
is prepping a third pic here. Brazzi. 
who was signed by D. O. Selznick. 
is leaving for the U. S. May 5° 
Miss Mladova’s first pic here was 
in English, in support of Jan Kie- 
pura and Marta Eggerth in Gregor 
Rabinovitch’s “Eternal Melody” 
(“La Boheme”).. She appeared in 
several Broadway musicals. = 





Projected plans for Ball Thea. 
tre to visit Seuth Proseorok this 
summer now seem slim. That ig 
apparent with word that the Grand 
,Ballet de Monte Carlo has been 
booked for four weeks in June in 
Rio de Janeiro and three weeks in 
July in Buerres Aires. Marquis de 
Cuevas, Grand Ballet’s im 
and John D. Rockefeller’s 
sen, has also signed with the Royal 
Opera’ House, Covent Garden, Len. 
den, for a four-week season Aug, 
2-30, om a guarantee and Percent- 
age. That seemingly eliminates 
another talked-of trip for Ballet 
Theatre, which danced at Covent 
Garden two seasons ago. Now its 
summer plans, following the sea. 
son at the N. Y. Met Opera House 
are up in the air. , 


Season at the Met, which started 
April 4, has been disappointing, 
despite the fine notices received. 
and acknowledged superiority ef 
Ballet Theatre among dance 
troupes. First week’s gress on 
seven performances, including 
opening -night at $6 top, was 
$26,000. Second wé@ek, which in- 
cluded the draw of an Antony 
Tudor premiere, “Shadow of the 
Wind,” grossed $22,500. Third 
week (last) was about $23,000. 
Regular top is $4.20, and $40,000 
is needed weekly to break even. 

Current five-week season at the 
Met will be an expensive one for 
Ballet Theatre. In addition to the 
running deficits, company will lay 
out about $90,000 for two new bal- 
lets this spring, Tudor’s “Shadow.” 
which cost $40,000, and Agnes De 
Mille’s “Fall River Legend,” which 
cost about $50,000. 


Various reasons are being of- 
fered for Ballet Theatre’s disap- 
pointing showing. One is that BT 
can’t play at the N. Y. City Center 
at $3. as it did last fall, and come 
back to the Met in the spring at 
$4.20. BT played to capacity houses 
at the Center- but Center audi- 
ences can’t afford the higher tariff. 
It’s also felt that New York has 
had too much ballet, and that Bal- 
let Theatre came in too soon after 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
which played New York in March. 


Longhair Gab 


Beris Sekeleff appointed asso- 
ciate manager of Stadium Concerts, 
N. Y.... GiamCarle Menetti's 
“The Medium” opening tonight 
(Wed.) at the Aldwych, London ... 
Nera Kaye back to Ballet Theatre 
at N. Y. Met tomorrow (Thurs.) © 
after couple months’ illness... 
Samuel Chotzineff, NBC general 
music director, leaving Friday (30) 
with Arturo Toseanini for the Boito 
memorial concert June 10 at La 
Scala, Milan ... Aaren ' 
conducting his “Billy the Kid” 
with Ballet Theatre tonight at 
N. Y. Met . . . Lebron, Paris per- 
fumery house, has brought out a 
scent titled Parfume de 
Hightower in honor of the U. S. 
ballerina now dancing with Grand 
Ballet de Monte Carlo in France. 


Andre Mertens, Columbia Art- 

ists Mgt. veepee and head of its 
foreign division, sailed to Europe 
recently for a two months sur 
vey of talent abroad, as well as 
markets for U. S. artists there. .-- 
Francis Poulenc; French composer- 
pianist, and Pierre Bernac, tenor, 
will visit U. S. for first time im 
November. on a joint tour under 
Columbia Artist Mgt. (Coppicus & 
Schang division) auspices. . -.- 
Leonard Warren to sing six roles 
at Milan’s La Scala in August, 
first American-born member of the 
N. Y. Met to appear as guest 
there. . . . Otte Luening’s opera, 
“Evangeline,” to have world preem 
at Columbia Univ., N. Y., May 5..- 
Kurt Jeoss now in Chile to teach 
dancing and stage ballets. 
: Bruno Walter flics May 6 to 
Vienna for a special concert May 
16 at Opera House to honor Gustav 
Mahler. Conductor will summer if 
California. 

















Englund, Levy Team 
For Legit Production 


Hollywood, April 21. 
Ken Englund and music publish- 





Meantime, James Fleming, Miss 
Mladova’s husband, is singing at 





| Boat,” running for nine perform- | 
ances. It'll be unveiled.on June 3. | 


the Rome Opera, while alseedoing | 
English voice dubbing in reed 
pix. : 





er Lou Levy plan to co-produce 


| two shows on Broadway. 


First. “The Little Woman,” writ- 
ten by. Englund is a satire on mar 
riage. The other will be a revue 
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Legit, Longhair Boff Down Under: 


a 





Old Vie Co., U.S. Plays Chief Draws 


dney, April 14. 
rrific with stage fare in 
Bis Spode. B.o. is boff, too, 
With longhair fare. Lack of houses 


nn deal may be consummated by 

C. Williamson Theatres, Aussie’s 
chief legit operators, for lease of 
the Empire here, a 2,450-seater run 
ws sscinema by Hort encral Thos 

the ol era ea- 

Unien t. House was for- 

ter under the late Rufe 

merty's tomeen wants this one 

house its new Italian grand 
pen troupe, due here in July. 

“Born Yesterday,” with Hartley 
Power and' June Clyde, follows 
the Cicely Courtneidge show, “Un- 
der the Counter.” into Royal, Syd- 
ney, for Williamson, and “Yester- 

will later be followed by 
“annie Get Your Gun,” now near- 
ing. a-year’s run in Melbourne. 

Trade is smash with the Old Vic 
Co. in Adelaide, with the Sir 
Laurence Olivier-Vivien Leigh 
combo a terrific draw. Advance 
gales for the Meibourne and Syd- 
ney runs are breaking all records. 
Company is here for the British 
Cultural Council. At the Minerva, 
Sydney, run by Whitehall Produc- 
tions, headed by Kathleen Robin- 
son, biz is bright with “The 
Guinea Pig.” J. B. Priestley’s “An 

Calls” follows. 

Dave Martin, just baek from the 
states, brings in “Marinka’’ at the 
Tivoli, Melbourne, with Kathy 
Barr starred. Bernie Foyer will 

e. Martin is also bringing 
out Al Rosen to stage “Mary Had 
a Little.” Indications are that de- 
spite dollar problems there'll be 
a let of U.S. shows and talent 
playing the Antips this year. 

Longhair fare is hot with the 
Ballet Rambert at the Tivoli. Syd- 
ney, for British Cultural Couneil, 
and Eileen Joyce, pianist, and 
Erna Berger, German singer, here 
for the ABC. 


Mast 


a 





sent to members and all volunteers 
in the Wing’s various Stage Door 
Canteens. An additional several 

requests to join will be 


ors. 
gs first campaign to raise 
was formed. 


=i 
as 


that manner since the 


ie 
Hy 
P3 

; 





Cafe diseuse Greta Keller plans 
to become a legit producer next 
Season in assoviation with Suzanne 
Thomson of Louisville. Pair ex- 
Pects to sponsor a comedy-farce 
Teac ee, 2 Russian play called 

iedens” by Jevgenij 

Pietrovich Pjetrov. 
Play, also known as “The 
of Peace,” may be tried 
Summer at the Theatre-in- 
liam » Marbledale, Conn. Wil- 
an Loon, who has prepared 
Synopsis to “Insel,” is 
to handle the American 
.tt-on as well. Aside from the 
heck” which Miss Keller brought 
the aye her last month after a 
qrland. Stay in Austria and Switz- 
impo ~Aen also holds three other 


§ 








John Jennings has resigned 
’ as 
Panaging director of the San 
- hncisco Theatre Assn., which is 
ade pg conducting a $100,000 
a drive to underwrite its stock 
pee rg! Opening next fall. Rich- 
mba Herman, of the association 
» Is due in New York next 
business, 


Maps 
B’way Legit Prod. 


7 es > 
Aussie Equity’s Voting 
Sydney, April 14. 

Committee repertedly has been 
formed to investigate election 
methods utilized at last week’s an- 
nual meeting of Actors Equity here. 
Vigorous . protests are understood 
to have been lodged following bai- 
loting which resuited in a com- 
plete spit between right and left 
wing members. 

New Equity prexy is Lioyd 
Lambie, who replaces Marshall 
Crosby, resigned. Loser in the 
race for the presidency is Law- 
rence H. Cecil. Conclave was 
marked by an air of official silence 
inasmuch as none of the organiza- 
tion’s officers would issue a state- 
ment to the press. Similar elec- 


tions are now underway at the 
Melbourne branch of Equity. 


Rodgers-Hammerstein 
Gog to Hollywood 
To Cast New Musical 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, leave tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for the Coast, their main 
purpose for the trip being to cast 
| the leads for their new musical. 
| Before leaving, they’ll be guests of 
|honor at a dinner tonight (Wed.) 
at the Astor hotel, N. Y., for the 








May 21. 


Their new musical is “Tales of 
the South Pacific,” based on the 
James A. Michener book, and will 


Logan. Rodgers & Hammerstein 


“Stars on My Shoulders” musical 
comedy they'll produce in the fail. 
with Logan staging and Walter 
Huston as star. 

In addition, R-H will take an- 
other look at the Mary Martin 
company of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” consider cast replacements 
for it and “Carousel,” “Allegro” 
and “Oklahoma!” for next season. 
Rodgers will see the rushes on 
Metro’s partly-completed “Words 
and Music” film bieg of him and 
his late lyricist, Lorenz Hart. And 
Hammerstein has slated some 
strategy confabs with Screen 
Writers Guild leaders on various 
Authors League of America pians, 
particularly the campaign to estab- 
lish the principle of licensing in- 
Stead of sale of written material. 

Mrs. Rodgers and Mrs. Hammer- 
stein are also making the trip. 


Weak Brace of Shows In 





London, April 27. 

Pair of legit openings last week 
failed to lend much lustre to the 
fading season. “Happy With 
Either,” comedy by Margaret Ken- 
nedy, bewed at the St. James 
Thursday (22): Produced by Basil 
Dean, the play is an unsatisfactory 
story of wartime bigamy. Drama 
was well received but a lengthy 
run is unlikely. Constance Cum- 
mings is wasted in a minor role. 

Lone other preem was “Frenzy,” 
an: adaptation by Peter Ustinov of 
the Swedish film of the same name 
(released in U. S. as “Torment’’). 
/Drama stars the author as the sadis- 
tic schoolmaster while Joan Green- 
‘wood also scores as the pathetic 
| victim. Despite an enthusiastic re- 
ception accorded it by first-night- 
ers, the play’s appeal is likely to be 
limited to morbid theatregoers. 


Gaynor’s Pitt Switch 
Pittsburgh, April 27. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse has le! 








ment to do his annual original 
spring musical so composer can go 
to the Coast and help William 
Eythe put on Gaynor’s “Lend an 
Ear” late in May at Las Palmas 
theatre, Hollywood. 

“Lend an Ear” will be a collece- 
tion of best bits from five different 
revues Gaynor has done for the 
Playhouse. 





London’s Late Season 


Charles Gaynor out of a commit- | 


Hal LeRoy for ‘Rosalie’ 


Dallas, April 27. 
Dancer Hal LeRoy has been 
signed for the lead in “Rosalie” 
for the Fair Park Casino Operetta 
— next summer. Opens July | 
Other performers to appear in. 
leading roles include Kenny Baker, | 





for “The Great Waltz” and his orig- 
inal role in “One Touch of Venus.” 
Gertrude Niesen will return for | 
“Anything Goes.” Frances Greer | 


30- Week Rule 








Amendment whereby junior ac- 
tors can become seniors and thus 
be eligible to vote after 30 weeks 
of appearances instead of 50 


for at least two years, is now a 
ipart of Equity’s constitution. it 
was adopted by a two-thirds ma- 
jority at the association’s quarter- 
ly meeting last month but could 
have been foreed to referendum 
again. Deadline date by which 
time a referendum petition could 
have been filed was passed last 
Wednesday (21), 30 days after 
adoption. Thus the more than 
two-year-old controversy finally 
ended. 

There were some rumblings that 
|a group of diehards would fight 
\fer a second referendum, the first 
ivote on the issue by that method 





benefit of Sydenham hospital, N. Y.|having defeated the amendment. | 
They're due back from Hollywood ;|4 disputed clause, which would | 


|have given the council added dis- 
|eretionary powers, caused the up- 
j|set and the provision .was deleted. 
| Executive secretary Paul Dullzell’s 
;comment at the membership meet- 
ing did much to curtail the num- 


\ber of objectors, vote being 330 in 


will also huddle with Irving Ber- \favor and 161 opposed to adoption. 
lim amd Norman Krasna, whose 


Dulizell said that the amendment 
“comes back to you with the unani- | 
mous recommendation of the coun- | 
cil that you accept it. I concur in | 
this recomendation.” 


NATIONAL IN SWITCH 
TO FILMS IN AUGUST 


Washington, April 27. 

After years of controversial Ne- 
gro segregation, the National thea- 
tre, only legiter in town, has given 
-up the ghost by announcing it will 
forego-legits for straight pictures 
starting in August. Marcus Hei- 
man,’ who operates the house, made 
the announcement. 

There will be no legiters in the 
capital as the result of the stand 
taken by Equity and the Drama- 
tists Guild against race-segregation, 
since there are no other theat 
in Washington equipped for legit, 
except the Lissner auditorium, 
which also draws the color line. 











tion that the issue is a matter of 
| local solution and not the province 
,of actors or the authors organiza- 
; tions. 

The National has been one of 
the most successful outside of 
New York for legit. Nearest legit 
stand now is Baltimore, 40-odd 
miles away. 


Actor Lloyd Bridges Sues 
For 1736 in Brea 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Actor Lloyd Bridges has filed a 
$17,500 breach of contract and 
damages suit in L. A. superior 
court against Pelican Productions, 
John Houseman, Norman Lloyd 
and Paul Schreibman. He claims 
he directed and acted in “Stone 
Jungle” without pay during a 
three-day invitational preview in 
January with the understanding 
he’d be assigned as director if the 
play was done on a professional 
basis. It opens tomorrow night 
| (28) at the Coronet here with Nor- 
‘man Lloyd directing. 
| Harold Levell, Bridges’ attorney, 
asks $2,500 salary and $15,000 for 
| injury to Bridges’ “prestige and 
|reputation as a director of legiti- 
|mate productions.” 











Jerome Coray will direct J. M. 


| Barrie’s comedy, “Alice - Sit - By -| 


The-Fire,” starring Helen Hayes, 
‘which opens the swmmer season at 
| Olney, Md., May 28. 


For Sr. Voting 


weeks, provided they be members | 


Both managements take the posi- | 


Tn Dallas Season’ NV. Producers-Stagehands Agr ee 


On New Contract; 77, Wage Raise 





v 


} 


ee and N. Y. 
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Golden Sponsors 1st ELT 


Negotiations between Broadway 
stagehands 
union were finally completed late 


. *, last week. Managers were urged 
Pr oduction, an Early by the League of New York Thea- 
John Golden, who has financed |tres to pay the crews at the in- 


\30 years ago, which will be done 
jtomerrow and Friday (29-30) at 
|Central High School theatre, 225 
| West 24th street, New York. Ed- 
| ward Ludlum staged it. 


It’s no secret that Golden who! 


has laid out between $30,000 and 
| $40,000 on ELT the past four years, 
jis dissatisfied with the reaction to 
ithe venture and is talking about 
| Quitting it. Claims he’s had to do 
|much of the administrative and ex- 
|ploitation work, as well as the 
| financing. He’s reported to have 
ithreatened to pull out, unless 
there’s more encouragement to the 
venture from press and public, as 
| well as from Equity itself. Claims 
the actors’ union isn’t giving ELT 
all the support that it should. 


‘Command Decision’ 
To Play Central City 





“Command Decision” 





| be given at the Opera House, Cen- 
| tral City, Colo., for three weeks 
| this summer, and plans are being 
made for the engagement by Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden and Sidney Phil- 


|drama. The Central City date is 
| part of an annual festival there. 


| “Decision” is expected to span 


| sO, Paul Kelly, who is starred, and 


has been signed for the lead in nearly 200 shows for the Equity | creased seale on Saturday (24), 
|Library Theatre, will sponser one | 
ifor the first time. 


| when some theatre operators were 


i e. This is “Turn | aiso prepared to give the men re- 
| to the Right,” his first big hit of | troactive inereases accumulating 


'since Feb. 7 pending agreement 
|on the revised basic agreement. 
Actual signaturing is due this week 
and will cover two-year period. 

Under the new management the 
grips get a 7% wage beost, retro- 
active to last Feb. 1. However, for 
the sake of bookkeeping simplicity, 
the revised rates will be figured in 
even amounts as follows: $120 a 
week for department heads, $99 
| for so-called key men and $80 for 
jail others. 


| Some managers preferred to 
| Wait to be formally notified by the 
League, which, however, reached 
|mest showmen by telephone, ex- 
plaining that Local 1 of the deck- 
| hands union was promised prompt 
payment at the new rates. 

One unsettied point between the, 
|union and the League is that of 
| Vacations for clearers and key men. 
| Proposal, which cropped up as 
| negotiations neared completion, 


| 


At Annual Festival is to be decided upon by the man- 

| ager and may not be written into 
has been | 
selected as the Broadway play to | 


the revised basic agreement. 

| When negotiations started, all 
deckhands had received formal 
dismissal notices but actually the 
managers intended to replace ap- 
proximately only 30. It was felt 
|that as backstage replacements 


lips, the presenters of the war | Would also be members of local 


i 1, there should be no union ob- 
| jection, but the deckhands com- 
|mitte fought on behalf of the in- 


,; the summer on Broadway and, if |cumbents. -Some managers  vol- 


untarily withdrew the dismissal 


| James Whitmore, key actor in sup- | 20tices, others then being per- 


port, may be sent to Central City, | Suaded to change their minds un- 


with other players engaged for the 
replacements for the Broadway 
cast. It is pessible that the drama 
will lay off for a month, in which 
case the cast would be sent intact. 
| Date for the Central City engage- 
| ment is the last week in July and 
| the first two weeks in August. 

| Drama is one of the season's hits 
'and in addition to profitable opera- 
' tion is assured of heavy additional 
| money from the picture rights. To 
| date the film money amounts to 
$180,000. Of that sum $100,000 
was paid by Metro outright in a 
pre-production deal, with 15% of 
the weekly gross being added, ceil- 
ing figure being $300,000. Latter 
can possibly be reached when “De- 
cision” goes on tour or another 
company is sent to the road. Per- 
centage of picture money for out- 
of-town, however, is 10% of the 
gross. Metro has a schedule of 
the drama’s operating expenses 
and the percentage applies to each 
week played to a profit. If and 
when ‘“Decision’s” gross drops 
under approximately $9,500, no 
picture money is added. Last week 
the takings were around $18,000. 


‘Roots’ Mild in Tel Aviv; 
2 Actors Dead in Action 


Tel Aviv, Apri! 18. 

“Deep Are The Roots” opened 
at the Ohel here and critics were 
,a little disappointed, complaining 
that the characters were drawn too 
evil or too good to be effective. 
'Claimed show can’t be compared to 
\“Native Son,” for instance. But F. 
Lobe’s direction and Gepia Berger’s 
‘settings helped to make a striking 
|production. Z. Baraban plays the 
,decadent aristocrat; Fogelson, the 
_Negro; Mrs. Perlmutter the Sena- 
_tor’s daughter. 
| Two young actors of R. Ben Zvi's 
Jerusalem Dramatic Studio, Jaacov 
'Caspi and Yennda Misrahi, are re- 
| ported killed in action, in the re- 
cent Arab-Jew fighting. 


Katherine Dunham 
Troupe for London 


Katherine Dunham will open in 
an all-colored show at the Prince 
of Wales theatre, London, June 3. 
Her entire troupe of around 25 
dancers will sail May 22. They're 
‘booked for six weeks and options. 

Show will be produced under 
the auspices of Val Parnell, man- 
aging director ofthe Moss-Em- 
' pire circuit. 

















western date, plus the two major | 


til the number of letouts was re- 
duced to 10..That number will be 


, out as of this week. While the is-. 


sue was being argued the union 
| asked that the men be retained for 
|30 days from the date that the 
| point was finally conceded by the 
| union, managers insisting on their 
| contractual right to five. By Satur- 
day (1) 21 days will have been 
reached. 


; > ? 
OF KRASNA’S ‘BOW-OUT 
Baffled by a report that Norman 
Krasna had called off his plans to 
ite the book for his new musi- 
Stars on Shoulders,” Irv- 
Berlin headed for the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.) to confab with 
writer on what's what. He'll 
also view the final cut of his “Easter 
Parade” (Metro). Berlin says that 
as far as he knows his deal with 
| Krasna is still on, with the first act 
| for the legiter already written and 
| the second currently being shaped 
| by Krasna in Hollywood. 
Several technical problems, how- 
ever, are known to have popped up 
between Krasna and the show’s 
producers, Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein, over financing and control of 
the production. Krasna, in huddles 
in New York last week with R & H 
and Lou Wasserman (MCA), his 
agent, expressed desire to take 
over a heavy part of the produc- 








ilar to the one he had with R& H 
on “John Loves Mary,” which he 
also wrote. R & H, however, are 
| reluctant to turn over to Krasna 
| a major share of the financing and, 
| besides, they say it’s too early to 
settle the financial setup of a work 
| less than half completed. 

| A commitment from Walter Hus- 
| ton to take over the leading role in 
| the musical still pends. 


Proser Seeks Hayes 
For Broadway Musical 


P Los Angeles, April 27. 

Peter Lind Hayes, currently 
playing Ciro’s, is mulling an offer 
io star in “Heaven Only Knows,” 
Broadway musical to be produced 
| by Monte Proser, who arrived from 
N. Y. over the weekend to make a 
pitch for the comic’s services. 

Barry Trivers wrote the book for 
“Heaven” and Jan Gurney, the 
music. 











tion as an investor in a deal sim- — 
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Extra-Pay Equity Rule for Two Nabe 
Legiters Balks Summer Dates 





It’s uncertain whether the Flat- + 


bush, Brooklyn, and the Windsor, 
Bronx, will be operated with legit 
shows this summer because of an 
Equity ruling. whereby they are 
now classified as “production” 
houses and, thus, extra pay would 
go to actors for more than eight 
performances weekly. 

Heretofore the neighborhood 
spots were supposed to be on a 
rotary stock basis, with 10 weekly 
performances usual. However, J. J. 
Leventhal, who had an arrange- 
ment with the owners, the Brandt 
brothers, to play legit attractions 
during the summer, claims it would 
not be profitable to operate if extra 
salary was to be payable. 

Rotary stock got the nod on the 
basis of one show being played in 
each theatre, then switching on suc- 
cessive weeks, another brace of 
plays then following the same pro- 
cedure. Last summer, however, 
“Anna Lucasta” and “Joan of Lor- 
raine” were shuffled back and forth 
between Brooklyn and the Bronx 
several times, the same then going 


Gene Tierney Will Tour 
Turtle’ in Strawhats 


Hollywood, April 27. 


Gene Tierney will spend her 
summer vacation touring the east- 
ern strawhat circuit with “The 
Voice of the Turtle.” 

Play will be staged under direc- 
tion of Charles Russell, assisted by 
H. Clay Blaney. 


RATHBONE NAMED 
VEEPEE AT EQUITY 


Equity’s annual meeting and 
election will probably be held May 
28, against the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
although latter has not yet con- 
firmed the date. No opposition is 
anticipated to the regular ticket. 

Basil Rathbone has been named 





for “The Glass Menagerie” and | third vice-president for one’ year, 
“Deep Are the Roots,” and although | filling the post now occupied by 
“IT Reniember Mama” was also one | Raymond Massey, who stepped in 
of the bills, Equity decided to with-| upon the death of Dudley Digges 
draw the stock rating. during the season. E 
During the balance of the year Five of the 10 council nominees 
both houses have a picture policy. | are incumbents, the ticket includ- 


Actors welcomed neighborhood ap- 
pearances because of the proximity 
of the theatres to midtown New 
York and the appreciation of audi- 
ences, latter reaction being excep- 
tional, especially when name play- 
ers were in the casts. 


‘Sons’ -Yurka ‘Arms’ 
Set for Utah Festival 


Salt Lake City, April 27. 

The University Theatre has an- 
nounced that the May Drama Festi- 
val begun in connection with the 
Centennial Exposition last year 
will be carried on as an annual af- 
fair. Last year three productions 
were put on with imported stars: 





/Orsen Welles in “Macbeth,” Kath- 


arine Cornell in “The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street” and Judith Eve- 
lyn in “Joan of Lorraine.” 

Tremendous’response to the cen- 
tennial festival has led to signing 
of “All My Sons” with Blanche 
Yurka, at Kingsbury Hall, May 7 
and 8; and “Arms and the Man,” 
with Philip Bourneuf and Frances 
Reed, May 14 and 15. Both at 
$2.40 top. 

Plans are also under way to set 
up an outdoor summer festival, 
with three productions at the Univ. 
of Utah stadium. Action by the 
regents is all that stands in the 
way of setting the deal definitely. 

year’s “Promised Valley,” 

starring Alfred Drake, was such a 
boxoffice smash that hopes are a 
repeat can be effected this summer. 
Tentative setup calls for produc- 
tions that would utilize the Utah 
Symphony Orchestra. 





Pro-Student Group 


For Rollins College 


Winter Park, Fla., April 27. 

The department of theatre arts, 
Rollins College, Winter Park, 
which initiated a policy this winter 
of using Broadway leads in its pro- 
ductions, is figuring on combined 
professional-educational stock sea- 
son next winter. The idea is to 
have enough professionals working 
with advanced student actors to 
rate the group as “Class A” stock. 
The project has already been 
okayed by Actors Equity in New 
York and now awaits formal ap- 
proval by the college administra- 
tion. 

During the season just complet- 
ed, the college had Leo G. Carroll 
as guest star in his original role 
of the police inspector in a produc- 
tion of Patrick Hamilton’s “Angel 

' Street,’”” Buddy Ebsen in the James 
Thurber-Elliott Nugent “Male Ani- 
mal” and Nina Oliver Dean in 
Tennessee Williams’ prize-winning 
“The Glass Menagerie.” 

Productions ate presented in the 
Annie Russell theatre. Howard 

_Bailey is director of the group. 





Louis F. Weyand, Minnesota 
Mining & Manufacturing veepee, 
is new prexy of Detroit Grand 
Opera Assn. which sponsors an- 
nual festival of opera in Masonic 
Aud. Detroit, presented by the 


’ Philadelphia La Scala Opera Co., 


Oct. 4-11. 


ing Edith Atwater, Sidney Black- 
mer, Clay Clement, Edith Meiser, 
Erin O’Brien Moore, Eddie Nugent, 
Barbara Robbins, Bill Ross, Loring 
Smith and Ann Thomas. Paul Dul- 
zell was renamed chairman of 
Chorus Equity’s executive commit- 
tee, to which are named, for three 
years, Kathleen O’Brien, Rebecca 
Lee, George Bockman, Clara Cor- 
dery, Jeffrey Warren, Maria Harri- 
ton, Mimi Kelly. Warren will also 
be selected to observe on Equity’s 
council for five yea¥s and Brayton 
Lewis for three. Ora Leak is to be 
named recording secretary. 





Canadian Talent For 
London (Ont.) Season 


London, Ont., April 27. 

The Grand theatre, under spon- 
sorship of the London Little The- 
atre, is inaugurating a new concert 
series next season, stressing Cana- 
dian talent. 

Scheduled to appear are the To- 
ronto Symphony Orchestra, under 
Sir Ernest MacMillan; Royal Con- 
servatory of Music Opera School, 
from Toronto; Canadian Ballet Co., 
under Boris Volkoff, and the New 
World Symphony under Samuel 
Hersenhoren. Top for the four ‘con- 
certs is $10. 


Alan Shero had an audition last 
week for prospective backers af 
Mervyn Nelson’s “Bonnie Bo,” with 
the author reading the leading role 
of Charles Dickens. The play is 
slated for fall production .. . Your 
Theatre, Inc., H. J. Lengsfelder’s 
outfit which presented the flop, 
“Heads or Tails,” last season under 
a co-op setup in which ticket-buy- 
ers received a share in the pro- 
duction, is now soliciting subscrip- 
tions on the same basis for a pro- 
duction of Jean-Paul Sartre’s “The 
Flies.” The play was presented 
last season by the Experimental 
Theatre ... Arthur Miller, back 
from his trip to Italy for back- 
ground material, is on the last lap 
of his new play, “Plenty Good 
Times,’ about the inhabitants of 
New York’s Little Italy. He’ll first 
show the completed script to Elia 
Kazan,eand they will then decide 
on a production setup. John Gar- 
field may play the lead. -The play 
will probably be retitled. Mean- 
while, Miller, whose “Focus” drew 
critical attention before he wrote 
the prize-winning “All My Sons,” 
is already planning a second novel. 

Hilton Edwards, co-director of 
the Dublin Gate Theatre Co., 
guests Sunday (2) on the “Theatre 
Guild of the Air” presentation of 
Daphne duMaurier’s “Rebecca.” 
His partner in the Gate troupe, 
playwright Michael MacLiammoir, 
will be Gertrude Lawrence’s lead- 
ing man the same night in a tele- 
cast of Shaw’s “Great Catherine.” 
They sail for home next Wednes- 
day (5) on the Mauretania. 

. . » Harold Clurman or Margaret 
Webster may stage Howard Teich- 
mann’s “Woman in the Case” (tem- 
porary title), which Lee Sabinson 

















will present in the fall. 


Current London Shows 


London, April 29. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (26). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (47). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (53). 
“Burlesque,” Garrick (9). 
“Carissima,” Palace (7). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (35). 
“Dark Eyes,” Strand (5). 
“Diamond Lil,” Wales (14). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (48), 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (7), 
“Frenzy,” St. Mart. (1) 
“Happiest Years,” Apollo (5). 
“Happy Either,” St. James (1). 
“Hellzapoppin,” Princes (3). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (47). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (37). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (3). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (13). 
“Never Can Tell,” Crit. (30). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (48). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (52). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden _(52). 
“Portrait Hickory,” Emb. (1) 
“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (54). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (13). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (25). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (45). 
“Tuppenee,’ Giobe (29). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (52). 











MACON LITTLE THEATRE 


IN BLACK WITH 36 


Macon, Ga., April 27. 

The Macon Little Theatre, with 
its first professional director, Rus- 
sell Ford, is having the most suc- 
cessful season in its 14-year his- 
tory. The group expects to have 
a balance of $3,000 left at the end 
of its five-production schedule. 
Meanwhile, the membership, for- 
merly 1,400, has increased to 1,750, 
where it has been closed. Dues 
will probably be raised next season 
to discourage new membership. 
Presented so far this season have 
been “Dear Ruth,” “Pygmalion,” 
“Glass Menagerie” and “Blithe 
Spirit,” with “All My Sons” listed 
as the finale. Ford has introduced 
a numbér of production novelties, 
such as in “Menagerie,” having the 
narrator -son’s reverie speeches 
pre-recorded and played over the 
house amplifier. Ford’s actress- 
wife, Malka Farber, has appeared 
in several of the shows. 

The present playhouse of the 
Macon Little Theatre is a converted 
laundry seating 250. The group 
is thinking of building a quonset 
playhouse for next season, at an 
estimated cost of about $6,000, in- 
cluding an extra wing for the back- 
stage end. It would seat about 
750-1,000 and could have sliding 
doors to cut the capacity to 300- 
400. In that case, the company 
would probably give extra per- 
formances open to the general 
public. 

The group. is all-amateur except 
for Ford and his wife, both of 
whom are Broadway actors. They 
were engaged through the Ameri- 


|} can National Theatre & Academy. 





Wheeling Group’s Bow 
Wheeling, W. Va., April 27. 
A new little theatre company, 

Players, Inc., will present its first 
production around the middle of 
May in a playhouse nearing com- 
pletion in the Carriage Barn at 
Oglebay Park here. The initial play 
will be Noel Coward’s “Blithe 
Spirit?’ 





Wins Stanford Fellowship 
Dallas, April 27. 

Frances Waller, Theatre ’48 ac- 
tress, is one of five’ winners of 
Junior-Artists-in-Resident * fellow- 
ships at Leland Stanford U. 

Amounting to $2,000, fellowships 
a awarded only to professional 
actors. 





‘Lucasta’ 6G in 4, N. H. 


New Haven, April 27. 

“Anna Lucasta’s” second stand 
at Shubert last weekend (22-24) 
brought fair biz at lowered scale. 
Carrying a $3 top, four _per- 
formances drew an approximate 
$6,000. 

“Sleepy Hollow” lifts its preem 
curtain this week (29-1). May 5 
gets a one-nighter of the Josh 
White jazz concert. “On Approval” 
(Judith Evelyn-Richard Greene) 
is due to bow here May 13-16. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Vigil”—Alexander Markey. 

“On Approval” (revival)—Gant 
Gaither. 

“Sally” (revival)\—Hunt Strom- 
berg, Jr., and William Berney. 

“The Alchemist”. (revival, stock) 
—N. Y. City Center Co. 

“Ballet Ballads” — Experimental 








Theatre, 


| ® 1 St ff i * 

Theatre, Inc., which has had an active though red-ink Season, {s 
co-sponsoring and presenting the Habimah Players, due. to open Sat 
day (1) with “The Dybbuk” at the Broadway, N. Y. TI, however, is wa 
assuming financial responsibility for the engagement of the visitor 
from Palestine, whose dramas will be acted in Hebrew. American 
for Palestine Institutions, another Habimah sponsor, has a 
an underwriting sum of §125,000, there being 14 guarantors namely: 
Albert D. Lasker, Si Fabian, Harry Donnenfeld, Irving Geist, George 
Greenspan, William Heller, Edward B. Leopold, Isidore Lipschute 
William S. Paley, Samuel Rosen, Edward A. Norman, Milton H. Rubin, 
Max J. Schneider and Julius Stulman. Habimah can gross $40,000 ner 
week at the 1,900-seat. Broadway, which United Artists has under lease 
latter to get $3,500 weekly rent on a four-wall basis, plus $1,500 each 
week that takings are at a profitable level. Habimah’s scheduled de- 
parture from Tel Aviv was interfered with by Arabs, but troupe reached 
Cyprus and left for U. S. 

TI co-sponsored “Macbeth” with Brian Doherty, revival, closed at 
the National last Saturday (24) after three and a half weeks of an 
anticipated eight-week engagement. Takings the final week improved 
to around $19,000, only slightly profitable because the drama was 
costly to present. Five players were brought over from London in- 
cluding Fiora Robson and Michael Redgrave, and the venture ‘cost 
approximately $40,000. During the winter TI put $5,000 into the reper- 
tory at the N. Y. City Center and got its money back but earlier this 
season figured in the tryout of “The Big People,” which stopped at 
tryout. 

Doherty, Toronto lawyer, who wrote “Father Malachy’s Miracle,” 
was associated with Aidrich & Myers recently in importing the Dublin 
Gate Theatre Players, who dropped around $25,000 despite goodly 
reported business in Canada. 





Recent announcement that “The Glass Menagerie” would be presented 
in London this summer by H. M. Tennent and the Theatre Guild, with 
Helen Hayes appearing in the part originated by the late Laurette 
Taylor, did not mention Eddie Dowling and Louis J. Singer, the 
play’s producers. Dramatists Guild’s basic agreement stipulates that 
managers must option the rights for presentation in England within 
six months of its Broadway opening and must be produced over there 
within a year thereafter. Requirements evidently. were not met by 
Dowling and Singer, and the rights reverted to Tennessee Williams, 
authoy of the click drama (he also wrote “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
running at the Barrymore). 

Last year Singer claimed that Gilbert Miller had contracted for the 
London showing of “Menagerie” but that manager contended he merely 
bought an option which he dropped when he couldn’t assemble a 
desirable cast, althotgh only four players are required. Case was 
arbitrated and Miller was upheld. Dowling failed to appear at the 
hearing. ; 

Miss Hayes is not due to remain in London in “Menagerie” indefi- 
nitely regardless of how the drama is received, she being slated to 
star for the Guild next fall in “Speak to Me of Love,” formerly known 
as “After My Blonde,” an adaptation from the French by S. N. Behrman. 





“Canvas Mirror,” play founded on the book of same name by Paul 
Meltsner, an artist, is due for Broadway production next fall. Paintings 
by the artist-author are to be used in the settings, though some were 
destroyed or damaged in a warehouse fire last month, and Meltsner is 
suing the warehouse owner for $100,000 damages. One of the portraits 
damaged was of Carmen Mirand@, the picture being due to be sent to 
the National Museum of Brazil. During the third war loan drive, paint- 
ings of Albert Einstein by Meltsner brought $1,000,000 in bond sales, 
and that of Gertrude Lawrence sold $875,000 in bonds. 





Current Broadway musical hit obviously owes much of its success to 
the improvisations of the principal comedian’s material and not to the 
basic book. Now that it’s a hit, however, the librettist, notorious for 
having given the project complete absent treatment (he’s yet to see it), 
is doing some dream-casting of the film version, in Hollywood. The 
Broadway comedian, irked at the book writer’s bows (and also ignoring 
him for the film version), sent back a kidding-on-the-square note; “If 
you don’t stop making with the phoney talk I’ll play the book one hight 






———.., 


just as you wrote it, and that’ll teach you a lesson.” 





ATAM Readies Guide 


New theatre, arena and audi- 
torium is being readied’ for publi- 
cation next autumn by the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Managers. 
It will contain data pertaining to 
the entire amusement field. 
ATAM’s compilation will include 
about every playable community, 
plus plane, bus and newspaper in- 
formation. 

Slate for the union’s annual elec- 
tion has been chosen, with Ben 
Boyar being unopposed in being 
nominated for a third term, same 
going for Frank L. Smith, for vice- 
president, and Milton Weintraub, 
secretary-treasurer. There are 
three nominees for business agent: 
Rex Connor, William Roddy and 
Oliver M. Sayler, incumbent, with 
Fred D. Bondy again named as 
sergeant-of-arms. For the board: 
Ray Broder, Morris Jacobs, Robert 
Milford and Warren O’Hara, unop- 
posed, to represent road and Broad- 
way company managers... N. Y. 
press agents; Bill Fields and’ Dick 
Maney; road p.a.’s: Hal Oliver and 
William Roddy; Yiddish group: Ben 
Chasin and Nathan Parnes. 





New Resort Strawhat 


Monticello, N. Y., April 27. 
Ten-year lease has been signed 
for Kiamesha Pier, Kiamesha Lake, 
near here, to house the Monticello 
playhouse, first top-drawer sum- 
mer stock company here in years. 
Producers are Jules Getlin and 
Joseph Mell. 

Theatre is in the heart of sum- 
mer resort colony.. 





Hart in Coast ‘Liliom’ 
Los Angeles, April 27. 

Gryphon Players signed Richard 
Hart, Broadway and Hollywood 
thesp, to star in the strawhat pre- 
sentation of “Liliom” at Laguna in 
July. 

John Meredyth Lucas will direct 





the Ferenc Molnar drama. 





Barnes-Scully Play 


For L. A. Hospital 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Father George Dunne’s play, 
“Trial by Fire,” which moves into 
new Radio Centemtheatre May 3, 
with a premiere for the benefit of 
West View hospital. Hospital 
itself breaks ground May 23, being 
first in L. A. which will welcome 
all* patients regardless of race, 
creed or color. Harpo Marx heads 
trustees, 


Studio carpenters, painters, set 
designers and other layoffs are 
pitching in cuffo to give the play 
a class presentation. After open 
ing night, which is scaled at $6 
$12, house is down to $1 and $2 for 
rest of run. Producers are a 
of tyros named John Barnes 
Frank Scully, latter a VanrieTY col- 
umnist. 

Hospital is chiefly for the cok 
ored district, which has none 4 
present. 


Mpls. Dates Slow 
Minneapolis, April 27. 
Legitimate season here has goné 
to pot since start of 1948 with only 
three attractions during past three 
months and only two more sch 
uled before its end. : 
Lunt and Fontanne come in yor 
“O Mistress Mine,” May 24-27, @ of 
“Carousel” is set for the week 
June 7. . 








SYDNEY U. DROPS UV. $. 
Sydney, April 15. 

A proposed U. S. tour by 

Sydney Univ. Dramatic Society 

been dropped, at least for 


/ Season. 


J. R. Mawson, director of wd 
troupe, tried to arrange the pe 
through the Univ. of Califo 
be worked out in time. > 
and the American National TP A 
tre & Academy, but it could 
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Conventioneers Keep Chi B.0. Busy; 
‘Boat’ 38G, Romance 156, ‘John’ 206 


~ b ] + 
‘Prince’ 186, Detroit 
Detroit, April 27. 
“The Student Prince,” at the 
Cass, only legiter in town, grossed 
an unusually good $18,000 for the 
perennial oldie. It continues as a 
holdover this week. 





Chicago, April 27. 4— 


Conventi rs are making 
ee ot the b.o. windows, 
spurt in mail orders has 

already culling through 
orders. Heaviest advance 
pager months, perked by crit- 
in seMay, spelled sellout for the 
ics days of “Antony and Cleo- 
first,” which opens tonight (27). 
. “John Loves Mary,” now in its 
12th week, has suffered empty 
seats since the start. Show Boat 
ontinues to steam ahead with 
visiting delegates snagging large 
plocks. “My Romance, which 

Monday (19), drew a mixed 

press; with piaudiis going to Anne 
Jeffreys. sey 

“Burlesque” is in its final week 
and “Mary Had a Little” closed its 
tour here Saturday (24). On the 
May schedule is “First Mrs. 
Fraser,” set for May 10 at the Sel- 
wyn, and Maurice Schwartz's “Shy- 
lock’s Daughter’’ at the Studebaker, 
for two weeks starting May 9. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“aptony and Cleopatra,” Black- 
stone (1,358; $5.00). Opens tonight 
to hefty advance. 

“Burlesque,” Selwyn (7th. wk) 
(1,000; $4.33). Fell off to $15,000. 
Closes May 1. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (11th 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Keeps near the 
top gross figure, week after week. 
Fine $20,000. 

“Mary Had a Little,” Studebaker 
(24. wk} (1,246; $3.71). Show broke 
up here Saturday (24). Had a low 
of $6,000. | 

“My Romance,” Great Northern | 
(ist wk) (1,500; $4.33). Aided by $5 
top opening eve (19), house took in 
fair $15,000. 

“Show Boat” Shubert (8th wk) 
(2,100; $4.94). Convention delegates 
kept the wickets busy. Swell $38,- 
000. 


Shoes’ 386 in 7, 
Cleo’ 296, Hub 


Boston, April 27. 


DOyly Carte Co., with one of 
the biggest advance sales recorded 
here, was off to a wow start at the 
Shubert last night (26) with 
“Anna Lucasta” back at the Plym- 
outh same night. Meanwhile, 
“Antony and Cleopatra” finished 
up- second great week at the 
Shubert, “High Button Shoes” got 
a big week at the Opera House, 
“Tropical Revue’”’ was so-so at the 
Majestic and “The Survivors,” Har- 
vard Dramatic Club offering, was 
okay for college show at the 
ms Not much in the of- 


things 
while # 





Estimates for Last Week 


“Antony and Cleepatra,” Shu- 
bert (1,700: $4.20) (2d wk). Full 
Capacity for week with estimate at 
$29,000 not: counting Thursday 
matinee receipts, about $2,800 
going into Actors Fund coffers in 
Cornell’s annual benefit perform- 
ance. D’Oyly Carte here now. 

“High Button Shoes ” Opera 
House (3,000; $4.20) (ist wk). Sec- 
es company caught good notices 

t show didn’t impress Hub too 
— Got excellent $38,000 on 
al Performances first week, 

should tet $42,000 currently. 
vue,” Majestic 
oan’ $4.20) (24 wk). Didn't 
$9,000 too well with estimated 
comyet cond week, not good. 
(1,300. Survivors,” Plymouth 
Chip “i, $3.60. Harvard Dramatic 
pre » Seven performances, 
tty good estimated $2,500. 


Fan’ Fine 1946, Pitt 


* Pittsburgh, April 27. 


“paglbed by subscription backing, 
Pg a indermere’s Fan” hung up 
Nixon $19,500 last week at the 
Notion Playing at $3.90 top. 
with €s for show weren't too hot, 

Considerable carping from the 
tone ona poe th Broadv’sy rep, 

i stro) 

names, got it across, eee 


vive Currently has another re- 
Jane’ crust. Mrs. Fraser,” with 
Cowl, then gets Katherine 
follows in “Tropical Revue” and 
th her with return of “Anna 
asta,” which will probably 
he season. 








with 1,525-seater scaled at $3 top.|ed 


Next attraction is ‘Blossom 
Time,” booked week of May 10. 
Shubert-Lafayette is dark this 
week, as will be the Cass next 
week. 


Taside’ $47,000, 
Harvey $19,000, 
‘Hold 136, Philly: 


Philadelphia, April 27. | 

“Inside U.S.A.” held up to its} 
capacity pace in its fourth and final | 
week at the Shubert. “Harvey” | 
took a noticeable drop in its fourth | 
week at the Locust but wound up| 
with a satisfactory $19,000. ‘Hold | 


St. Louis Biz Off 257 
° ee 1 
This Year; ‘Lives’ 1936 
St. Louis, April 27. 

The local 1947-48 season that 
wound up Saturday (24), three 
weeks earlier than usual, showed 
a 25% drop in biz over the pre- 
vious season, according to Paul 
Beisman, manager of the Ameri- 
can, sole legiter here. City’s 5% 
amusement tax, effective last Jan. 
1, hurt. 
“Private Lives,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead, rang down the 1947-48 
local legit season Saturday (28). 
It was the second of a two-week 
stand, and the b.o. at the Ameri- 
can took a spurt over the initial 
stanza. 
The 1,700-seat house was scaled 
to $4.45, and eight performances 
copped an estimated gross of $19,- 














“The Red Mill” made a third | 900 in its single week’s visit at the | 
visit to Ford’s here last week hej Watnut. id 
wind up the current.season with a| This week’s only newcomer is | 
mild $14,000. Previous visits were | Katherine Dunham’s “Tropical Re- 
much better, one round hitting | vue” at the Shubert for one week | 
over $32,000. 'only and a fair advance. The Wal- 
Legit season here totaled 26 nut is dark; “Hold It” is in last 
weeks, 11 of which were musicals, | week at Forrest, and “Harvey” in 
eight of which were revivals of | its fifth at the Locust. Next Mon- 
a.k. opuses. Two outstanding |\day, “Student Prince’ opens a 
clicks were chalked up by preem |three weeks’ engagement at the 
of “Mr. Roberts” and Katharine |Forrest and “The Winslow Boy” 
Cornell in “Antony and Cleopatra.” news in to the Walnut for two 
weeks. 


7 Estimates for Last Week 
Current Road Shows “Inside U.S.A.,” Shubert (4th 


(April 26-May 8) | week) (1,877; $5.20). Still capacity 

“Anna _ Lucasta” — Plymouth, jin fourth and last week although 
Bost. (26-8). |not so many turnaways and some | 
“Annie Get Your Gun”—Home, |orch seats for Thursday and Fri- | 
Okla. City (26-1); Aud., L.A. (3-8).|day were slow im selling. How- | 
“Antony and Cleopatra”—Black-|ever, nearly $47,000. Katherine | 


stone, Chi. (26-8). {Dunham revue this week only. 











“Blackouts of 1948”—E] Capitan,| “Hold It,” Forrest (2nd week) | 
L. A. (26-8). |(1,785; $3.90). Biz has disappoint- | 
“Blossom Time” — Shea’s, Erie,|ed, considering moderately goo 


notices. $13,000 last week. 
is final local session. 

“Harvey,” Locust (4th week) (1,-| 
580; $3.90). Attendance off from | 
opening pace but still okay at) 
$19,000. Will run originally al-| 
lotted seven. weeks here but no 
more. 

“First Mrs. Frazer,” Walnut (1,- 
340; $3.25). Return of Jane Cowl 
in comedy révival n.s.g., weak $4,- 
000. House dark this week, then 
“The Winslow Boy.” 


Tce’ 486 in 3, Harvey’ 166; 
Thieves’ Low $900, L.A. 


Los Angeles, April 27. 
New record low,’on the basis of | 


This | 


(26); Park, Youngstown (27); Colo- 
nial, Akron (28); English, Indpls. 
(29-1); Mosque, Peoria (2); Palace, 
Rockford (3); Parkway, Madison 
(4); Davidson, Mil. (5-8). 

“Burlesque”—Selwyn, Chi (26-1); 
Victory, Dayton (3-4); Cox, Cincy 
(5-8). 

“Carousel” — Aud., Rochester 
(26-1); ‘Royal Alex., Toronto (3-8). 

“Dell’s House”—Shubert-Lafay- 
ette, Det. (26-1). 

D’Oyly Carte Opéra Co.—Shu- 
bert, Bost. (26-8). 

“First Mrs. Fraser”—Nixon, Pitt. 
(26-1); Nat’l., Wash. (3-8). 

“Harvey”—Locust, Philly (26-8). 

“Harvey”—Biltmore, L. A. (26-8). 

“High Button Shoes” — Opera 
House, Bost. (26-8). 

“Hold It”—Forrest, Philly (26-1). 

“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi 








available records, was chalked up | 


(26-8). for Los Angeles legit last week 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” —/|when “Thieves’ Paradise’ wheezed 
Hanna, Cleve. (26-1); Broadway, |through its second week with an 
Denver, (3-5); Capitol, Salt Lake |incredible $900. Last week’s new 
City (7). entries were led by “Ice Capades” 


which opened a three-week run 
Thursday (22) to wind up its tour. 
Biltmore rekindled with Joe E. 


“Mary Had a _ Little’—Stude- 
baker, Chi. (26-1). 
“My Romance” — Gt. Northern, 


Chi (26-8). Brown, in “Harvey,” for a three- 
“Q Mistress Mine” — Geary, | week stand. 
Frisco (26-8). Current frame has only one 


opener, “Stone Jungle,” which 
bows at the Coronet tomorrow 
(28). 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Oklahoma!” — Curran, Frisco 
(26-5); Aud., San Jose (6-8). 

“Private Lives” — Iowa, Cedar 
Rap. (26); KRNT, Des Moines Mw 
Music Hall, K. C. (28-2); Mem. Hall,| ‘. 
Joplin (3); Conv. Hall, Tulsa (4);| “All My Sons,” Las Palmas (5th 


F _R): week) (388; $3). Start of Passover 
yay ps sath dome pa i cut weekend take, with full week 


“Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi oo eee to $4,000, about 
% full. 
ys Hollow” — Shubert. N. “Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 


‘ : i (305th week) (1,142; $2.40). Noth- 
Se oe Ney ing bothers this one; same old 


: eae chi $17,000. 
FON eet ey ic” - Royal | .“Declatation,” Musart (2d week) 


(388; $2.40). Slipped from open- 
a ey ing frame to about 65° capacity, 


2,400. 
(26-1); Hanna, Cleve. (3-8). ae ~ > we ; 
: ” : rvey,” Biltmore (lst week) 
“Tropical Revue”—Shubert, Chi y et oie te hens, 


: - (1,636; $3.60). 

(26-1); Nixon, Pitt. (3-8). ae 
ome Pees : probably due to Met opera compe- 
ee” Bor” — Walnut, Philly |tition, but week's $16,000 still 


profitable. in sk 0A Pen B 
“Iee Capa 0 »’ Pan Pa- 
‘GLASS’ POOR 96, TORONTO [cic Aud (ist week) (6,036; $3.60). 
Toronto, April 27. | First three days of run started off 
Despite rave reviews, “Glass|at hot pace with $48,000 streaming 
Menagerie” failed to hold expected | into the till. 
local interest and grossed a poor| “Thieves’ Paradise,” El Patio) 
$9,000 at the Royal Alexandra here, | (2d week) (796; $3). Unprecedent- | 
low. No advance reported. | 
Week’s $900 town’s worst on rec- 


Wash. 











Engagement is for two weeks in 





Toronto, with one to go. ord. 


q | the ] 
tern of most others and takings! Shavian comedy was quoted at 


|any change in gross here and prof- 


‘opens Friday (30) after capacity 
‘tryout in Philadelphia. 


General B'way B.0. Decline Easing, Tho 
Some Grosses Dip Deeper; ‘Cup’ Gets 
$13,000 in Ist 7; ‘Winslow’ Leaving 


wk.) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Teamed 
with “Streetcar” as season’s drama- 
tic standouts; both play to limit of 
indications that the general decline | standees allowed but gross here 
of the two previous weeks has/ much higher, due to bigger theatre; 
ceased, Better takings were | $34,500. 
counted despite an offish Friday| “Qklahoma!,” St. (263d 
(23) when the Jewish Passover ac-| wk) (M-1,505; $4.80). Attendance 
counted for attendance under nor- |} hypoed considerably last week 
mal for that night. Midweek mati-| without explanation and record-run 
nees were especially strong, despite | musical may go through summer 
the natural interest in the opening! despite reports of another musical 
baseball games, which were tele-|in this house: around $22.500. 
cast. Newspaper publishers conven-| “Strange Bedfellows.” Morosco 
tion was a factor in better business | (15th wk) (C-935; $4.80). Included 
and the demand for tickets espe-/ in those attractions rated as moder- 
cially for the standout shows was| ate successes; slightly better last 
all the heavier, with pressagents | week: $12,500. 
going all out in an attempt tocom-| “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
ply with editorial requests. |Barrymore (21ist wk) (D-1,064; 
Current week will see the debut | 4.80). As many visitors seek tickets 
of “Inside U.S. A.” and the parties for dramatic smash as for any at- 


Grosses for some attractions 
went off further last week but most 
others improved on Broadway with 


James 


500. This bettered the opening |1t the musical tryout at the For- | arranged for the revue are believed | traction in town; $27,500 per week 
take by $1,000. rest, hasn’t been able to really get|a record number. The Habima_| is constant. 

‘ , ee. a ag er ee pe ———— oy start | _ Begs pages yy Bie agen Musie 

. we iked. ‘First rs. Frazer,’ \a limited engagement and a re-| Box (Ist wk) (D-977; .80). Con- 

— oo Up Meekly | return of the Jane Cowl revival | vival of “The Play’s The Thing” |tinuance in doubt after rather 

With ‘Mill’ at $14,000 which played the Locust for aj;completes the week’s -card. “The| weak press but critics credited 

Baltimore, April 27. | week in the fall, did a weak $14,- | Winslow Boy” is in its final week,' star, Elisabeth Bergner, for fine 


while “Macbeth” flopped out. “The | performance; fairly good $13,000 
Cup of Trembling’ drew weak | 'n first seven performances. | 
notices but fairly good business. “The Heiress,” Biltmore (30th 
Estimates For Last Week wk) (D-920; $4.20). Aimed through 

Sates De Mihai ty itieemna) , Summer despite scheduled replace- 
CD ieiiideceune) ir, tome ments; piling up excellent profits; 
M (Musieal), O (Operetta). | $19,000. , 

“Allegro,” Majestic (28th wk) , “The Respectful Prostitute” and 
(M-1,695; $6). Although consider- “The Happy Journey,” Cort (6th 
ably under midseason form is.ex-| WX) (D-1,064; $4.20). Doing very 
pected to span tNe summer; bit un- well for curious type of double-bill 
der $37,000. | although not*selling out; $16,000 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet |, , The Winslow Boy,” Empire (D- 
(20th wk) (R-998; $4.80). Improved | 1;101; $4.80). Finale and 27th week 
more than other musicals that had English drama has had satisfactory 
been affected and the gross ap- ©™8agement although not excep- 
proximated $26,000. | tional grosser; $12,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial REVIVALS 
(102d wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Summer| Wabima Players, Broadway (1,- 
replacements being arranged for, | 999- $4.80). Company brought from 
expectations being that crack musi-| pajestine will offer four dramas, 
cal will extend well into autumn; | grt being “The Dybbuk” which 
+ So a ee ‘ | is due Saturday (1). 

“Born esterday,” yeeum “Man and Superman,” Hudson 

, ‘ 

(116th wk) (C-993; ogee One = | (29th wk) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Still 
shows that didn’t follow pat-|¢ommands goodly business and 


eased to around $14,500. 'more than $20,000 last week. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (59th wk) | “Macbeth,” “National. Closed 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Gross picked up) last Saturday (24) after three and 
approximately $2,000 and_ the one-half weeks in the red; “Hold 
count was around $36,000; looks} It” follows next Wedmesday (5). 
set to play through its second sum-; “Medea,” Royale (25th wk) (D- 
mer. : | 1,026; $4.80). Another drama that 
“Command Decision,” Fulton | has reached the six months mark, 
(29th wk) ($4.80). Perked up more | but is dated to finale next month; 
than other straight shows, men-| $15,500. 
tion of it’s chances as the Pulitzer “The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
Prize winner probably being the | (CD-712; $4.80). Presented by Gil- 
reason; $18,000. bert Miller, James Russo and 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street | Michael Ellis; Ferenc Molnar play 
(67th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Variance | adapted by P. G. Wodehouse; opens 
in attendance follows the business | tonight (28). 
trend closely; improved to around ADDED 


$35,000. “To Tell You The Truth,” New 
leuk Rat aif errs Stages. Short cast drama in little 

w — Ts theatre drew mild notices; another 
play being readied. 


PLAY’S’ HITS 206 B.0, 
JIN D.C. DESPITE CRIX 


Washington, April 27. 

Ferenc Molmnar’s “The Play’s the 
Thing’ chalked up $20,000 in its 
second week at the National, a 
$2,000 drop under the first stanza. 
Critics apparently got their blows 
in in time to shave the second 
week’s ticket traffic. One D. C. 
crick headlined his review “The 
Play, Alas, is the Thing!” 


Miller 
Hardly 
itable at around $12,500; slated 
through May. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (83d wk) (C- 
902; $4.20). Four weeks of James, 
Stewart in lead was capacity, not 
much under $19,000 weekly; Jack 
Buchanan took over Monday (26); 
advance fair. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(29th wk) (M-1;387; $6). One of the 
season’s most popular musicals and 
should run for more than a year 
despite road company; $38,000, ca- 
pacity plus. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Century (R-1,- 
670; $6). Presented by Arthur 
Schwartz; Pace age ene a 
with lyrics by Howard Dietz: victor Herbert's “Red Mill” 
sketches by Moss Hart, Arnold B.| opened for a seven-day stay (26) 
Horwitt and Arnold Auerbach; | to be followed by Jan@ Cowl in 
“The First Mrs. Fraser.” Ilka 
s _Chase in “There Goes the Bride” 

“Joy to the World,” Plymouth | cheeks in May 10. 

(6th wk) (CD-1,063); $4.80). May . 








} 








play into summer; parties help 
and fair sales at boxoffice: eased | ° ° 
to $13,500. ae Lunts 246 in 3, Frisco, 
“Look Ma, I’m Dancin’,” Adelphi ° ° 
\13th wk) (M-1.434; $4.80), Figures As Virus X Pulls Curtain 
to span summer and play into next : 
season; musical comedy flourishing San Francisco, April 27. 
although pace varies and last week| Alfred Lunt, soeked hard with 
dipped to $34,000. virus X, caused shutdown of “O 
“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- Mistress Mine” at the Geary over 
hurst (15th wk) (R-1,160; $6). | its second weekend (23-25). In five 
Intimate revue can’t get more and | days, play drew a strong $24,000. 
with standees nearly always, gross | Summer temperatures, which hit 
approximates $36,000. | all entertainment biz this week, 
“Me and Molly,” Belasco (9th succeeded in driving “Deep Are 
wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Claimed to | the Roots” out of the Tivoli, after 
have held its own last week and is | building up to nice grosses, with 
making goodly operating profit $12,000 for its fourth stanza. 
weekly; rated- around $16,000. | “Oklahoma!”, in its seventh week 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (10th at the Curran, did a fine $34,000, 
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And He Did Hide Himself 
(HEDGEROW THEATRE) 
Moylan, Pa., April 21. 


Hedgerow Theatre production of drama in 
four acts by Ignazio Silone. Directed by 
Jasper Deeter; scenery, Rose Schuman and 
Michael de Beausset; lighting, Richard 
Keeler; costumes, Shelley Forman. Opened 
at Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa., April 
21, ‘48; $2.40 top. 





The Hedgerow Theatre inaugu- 
rated its 25th season at its play- 
house in Rose Valley (Moylan) 
with the American premiere of a 
new play by the Italian writer, | 
Ignazio Silone, who is_ better | 
known as a novelist than as play- 
wright through such books as 
“Bread and Wine” by the author 
“School for Dictators” and “The 
Seed Beneath the Snow.”  It’s| 
strictly for. arty or little theatre 
groups. 

This one, “And He Did Hide 
Himself,” introduces Silone as a 
dramatist; it is an adaptation of 
“Bread and Wine” by the author 
himself and discloses him as hav- 
ing quite a flair for the theatre 
although inclined at times to ver- 
bosity, too much declamation and 
windy rhetoric. The controversial 
nature of some of its material, 
however, might conceivably cause 
enough pro and con argument in 
give the play some (more or less 
dubious) notoriety but that would 
hardly be enough to warrant it life 
in a regular theatre. 


The action takes place in the 
Abbruzi mountain district of Italy 
during the autumn of 1935, when 
Mussolini was riding high, wide 
and handsome and the under- 
ground was functioning in furtive | 
terror. Leading characters are | 
Petro Spina, a young visionary 
who has been exiled but has re- 
turned stealthily to the scenes of 
his youth to take up the anti- 
fascist movement; Luigi Murica, a 
member of the revolutionary 
group, who turns informer and 
then, rependant, dies for the cause, 
his loyal sweetheart, and a wander- 
ing, unfrocked friar, who reap- 
pears off and on during the eve- 
ning with his disjointed but often 
beautifully worded religious creed. 


It might be all very well to say 
that Silone is attacking dictators, 
but it’s also true that he leans 
strongly and heavily to the ex- 
treme left, with much repeated ref- 
erence to “comrades” and the 
“good cause” and all the rest. 


Once again Hedgerow has done 
an A-1 job in presenting this arty 
piece. The case is uniformly good. 
Deeter’s direction is sensitive and 
understanding, and the production, 
especially the lighting deserves 
high praise. Waters. 


Jessica 
Los Angeles, April 21. 


Michael Mark production of drama in 
three acts (four\scenes and a prolog) by Dr. 
Leon Pritcher. Directed by Michael Mark. 
Opened at Masque theatre, Los Angeles, 
April 20, °48; $1.80 top. 

PROLOG 
William Shakespeare....... Michael Shean 
A Stage Hand.......2.:... Frank Yurovich 





SOMME ois so ca Peecveisisseverve Helen Reed 
BOOMER ET b do s60cdh 6besuesieas Jean Frederick 
po PPP EP eeY TTP ee eT ieee Russ White 


Pe MT aT eee eee Jack Marion 
ANTONIA. .cocrcvescdscsrecees Lloyd Harkima 


~ Plays Out of Town 


sica” has nothing to offer either 
Hollywood or Broadway. 


Purporting to be the true story 
of Shylock, play opens with a: 
prolog that has a drunken Bill 
Shakespeare cursing the success of 
his “Merchant of Venice,” but for 
reasons other than those which 
have inspired similar reaction 
among generations of schoolboys. 
Will tells an interested stagehahd 
that the play as presented is not a 
slice of life—that he was prevented 
from writing the truth. 


Theme then developed is an ex- 
planation of Shylock’s action. The 
lust for revenge was born after 
vicious treatment at the hands of 
anti-Semitic Venetians who sought 
to destroy him even as they sought 
to borrow money. Their machina- 
tions bring shame to his household 
and cause his daughter’s death. 
His partner and the rabbi seek to 
dissuade Shylock from forcing An- 
tonio to live up to the letter of the 
contract. They win in the end 
when the rabbi propounds the 
“flesh but no blood” theory. Portia 
does not exist in this play, which 
takes its title from the name of 
Shylock’s daughter. 

Underlying reason for the script 
apparently is a plea for religious 
tolerance but.it is badly handled. 
Author does, however, show some 
knack for creating characters. 
Cast doesn’t do much to handle 
the uninspired dialog, and the old- 
fashioned direction of Michael 
Mark makes it pretty much a static 
piece throughout although mo- 
ments of tension are possible. Kap. 


Legit Followup 


Harvey 
(48th St. Theatre, N. Y.) 


Jack Buchanan, taking over Mon- 
day night (26) in the role of EI- 
wood P. Dowd in the Broadway 
production of “Harvey,” becomes 
the fifth actor to play the happily 
daffy character and the fourth in 
New York. The part was créated 
by Frank Fay, who recently went 
on the road with it. Joe E. Brown 
is now in his second season as star 
of a touring company, and James 
Stewart and producer Brock Pom- 
berton have also played it (the lat- 
ter as a stunt that shows signs of 
being taken seriously). 

Although the amiable Elwood is 
a changed character as played by 
Buchanan, he’s still an amusing 
one, and “Harvey” remains an en- 
tertaining play. Buchanan is stiil 
obviously unfamiliar with the’ part, 
missing lines occasionally and 
showing the lack of performance 
before an audience and with the 
rest of the cast. Being a veteran 
campaigner, he’ll soon adjust to 
surroundings. His slight accent is 
unobjectionable. 

But even on the basis of the 
Monday night performance, the 
British actor is effective in the 
role. His playing will never get the 
number: of laughs Fay did, but he 
makes Harvey’s friend and inter- 
preter a more believable and sym- 
pathetic person. Whereas Fay 














Bassanio...... Te eetecesceces Walter Hymer played thé part for comedy, Bu- 


WRG ac. pb aekets snceekens Michael Stoykoff 


chanan plays it for humor. As a 


DESH. i... cin ch babe veabsicrs Leonard George consequence, “Harvey” is probably 


pS eee ee gee Michael Sheehan 





Choked to death under a, blanket 

of childish and sometimes vicious 
. dialog is a fairly interesting theme. 
Totally rewritten by a competent 


not quite as funny as Fay made it, 
but it is.more plausible and has a 
poignance that was only suggested 
before. ° 

The remainder of the cast shows 


the inevitable signs of a long run. 
anes, RJ Rane are “Jes. Even such a teehnically precise 


———————— 


actress as Josephine Hull has been 
unable to maintain the same fine 





SUMMER THEATRES 
THREE FOR RENT THEA- 
TRES availaple this summer. 


{1) EQUITY’ summer theatre in 60.000 sum- 
mer population. (Grosses $4,000 week 


capacity.) 

NON-EQUITY summer theatre, with 

school set-up (classrooms, 2 theatres, 4th 

oldest summer theatre in America. Plus 

eOttage for 35 people. 

(3) EQUITY summer theatre in large New 
England city. Beautiful “house. Seats 

1,200. All theatres equipped with scenery, 

lights, ready to ge. 


(2 


~ 


Rentals average 
$1,800 on each theatre for 9 weeks, or 
$200 a week. (Coca-Cola concession and 
program ads pay entire rent.) Will rent 
only to responsible parties with ex- 
perience, N 


‘2ANKLIN TRASK PRODUCTIONS 
Winter Headquarters: 
Brattle Hall Theatre 
Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass. 


edge to her performance, and the 
others vary from merely passable 
to heavily exaggerated. Hobe. 


High Button Shoes 


(NATIONAL COMPANY) 
Boston, April 21. 

Touring company headed. by Ed- 
die Foy, Jr., Audrey Meadows and 
Jack Whiting ought to shake down 
into a crack outfit before it fin- 
ishes up its four weeks here. Foy, 
in particular, needs time to work 
into the role of Harrison Floy, the 
part created in New York by Phil 
Silvers. He brings a nice impro- 
visatory flavor to the comedy role 
and once he gets it down it’ll really 

















take. 
Company has everything to work 





. SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 





with, the sets and costumes being 
as sharp and solid as if the outfit 
were headed into New York in- 
stead of out. Plenty of time has 
been spent by Jerome Robbins in 
staging the dances, the split-timed 
chase ballet going off at the opener 
as if the company had done it all 











season. Other production numbers 


are equally clear-cut and disci- 
plined, the tableaux at scene end- 
ings clicking nicely. 


Carrying the main burden of the 
singing and hoofing, Miss Meadows 
and Whiting click plenty. They 
look great together, and work into 
a begoff in “Papa Won’t You Dance 
With Me?” and again in “I Still 
Get Jealous.” Both have the voices 
to handle the big (3,000 seats) 
Opera House, and they put over 
the Papa dance with a knowing 
stage presence. Had to reprise it 
three times at opener. Miss Mea- 
dows likewise scores with the sing- 
ing girls. 

Romantic leads Ellen Hanley and 
Harry Fleer also are plenty per- 
sonable, Fleer’s big voice being 
just right for the house. As with 
Miss Meadows and Whiting, they’ve 
got the looks, ‘too. In fact, whole 
company is on the attractive side. 
Other sock duos are Joe Jonson and 
Lynn Joelson, who click in the tan- 
go, and Ralph Linn and Maria 
Karnilova, who register in the 
“Summer Incident” ballet. 


Foy and Marty Barrett combine 
nicely in the comedy roles. Foy, a 
plenty solid trouper, warms up as 
he goes along, does a couple of 
hoofing routines, and gets over big 
in the vocal of “Nobody Ever Died 
for Dear Old Rutgers.” 


Company has talent and esprit 
de corps, keeping the show on the 
move despite deficiencies of the 
book. Elie. 


Anna Lucasta 
New Haven, April 22. 


Daviu Lowe, taking over opera- 
tion of road rights to “Anna Lu- 
casta” as Lowe-Davidson, got pro- 
duction off to an okay start at 
Shubert this weekend. Staged by 
Harold J. Stone, current version is 
pretty much a replica of the origi- 
nal, with sets by Frederick Fox 
and costumes by Paul Dupont. Pa- 
trons liked it. 


Cast is recruited from players 
who had appeared in prior produc- 
tions of this all-Negro opus, with 
exception of Sidney Poitier, who 
hopped from understudy to current 
lead as-Rudolph. For their first 
performance as a unit, group does 
a very good job. Lineup includes 
Valerie Black, Sadie J. Browne, 
Rosetta LeNoire, Laura Bowman, 
Roy Allen, John Bouie, Frank Wil- 
son, Maxwell Glanville, Alvin 
Childress, Lurlean Smaulding, Mer- 
ritt Smith, Lance Taylor and Al 
Harris. 


Playing the burly Frank, John 
Bouie exhibited some fast thinking 
when another character, about to 
be married, called him by the 
wrong name. “Just a minute,” 
said Bouie, “I’m Frank, not Stan- 
ley. Why, you’re so excited about 
your wedding, you don’t even know 
my name.” Episode passed the 
blob off smoothly. - Bone. 


Plays Abroad 


Portrait of Hickery 
London, April 21. 


Envoy presentation of drama in two acts 
by Adrian Alington and Leslie Landau. Di- 
rected by Anthony Hawtrey. At Embassy, 
London, April 20, ’48. 

RAE, MOOD. ci vnces bvdcebies ee Helen Haye 
Lady Joanna Hickory....... Judy Campbell 
Sir. ERGY . d0nd6o00060ness David Page 
Sir Richard Hickory........ Torin Thatcher 
Tina Ballantyne......... Georgina Cookson 
George Ballantyne...es..++-s Derek Tansley 
Colonel Stone........ Ceccccees H. G. Stoker 
Andrew Bellamy.....- ee+-Clement McCallin 
Marsden. ..0..Tesesccceces Stanley Lathbury 
MERON swatc.cn oe 60eeebree ste < Beckett Bould 














Despite its somewhat novelettish 
highlights, this play has an air of 
plausibility and achieves its de- 
nouement with a credible degree 
‘of inevitability. Its developments, 
which seem set in one way, twist 
into a different direction more 
reminiscent of real life than the 
usual ordered plan a dramatist sets 
his puppets. On the screen it 
could be developed into a good 
dramatic story with its wider back- 
ground. 


od 

From the beginning it is obvious 
that a “fear of fear’ complex pre- 
dominates. A small boy is terrified 
of not living up to his father’s con- 
ception of what he should inherit 
from his spirited ancestors—in par- 
ticular a great grandfather who 
rode his horse over a cliff rather 
than live a cripple following the 
crude amputation of a leg. Forc- 
ing himself to undertake dangerous 
jumps with his horse, and subdu- 
ing his dread-of heights, the child 
emulates his father’s prowess at 
the same age and crashes to death 
climbing a 90-foot tower. 


Joanna, who as the unloving wife 





of _ the fanatically courageous 
squire obsessed with his broad 





acres and the tradition he and his 
Play on Broadway 


boy must sustain, suffers mental 
The Cup of Trembling 








band is responsible for the chftd’s 
death and because of his glaring 

infidelities refuses the reconcilia- 

another heir. She confides in an ~ Re eS Jaeger producti 
old sweetheart, now a psychiatrist, Stars Hllasbeth” tergon pt Paul 
that she believes her life is in dan- | C*tr@dine, Martin Wolfson, Beverly Berne, 





torment. She declares her pus: 
tion he offers with its prospect of Paul Cilater ond GB. Scenes 
Millard Mitchell, Hope Emerson, Arlene 


ger as her spouse has inherited an | Francis. Staged by Czinner; ‘ scen 
unstable mind along with grand- | Charles Elson; costumes, Natalie Barth 
7 ‘ alker, Opened at Music Box 
pop’s spunk. April 21, '48; $4.80 top ($6.60 opening night} 
Joanna, pretending to acquiece | Mis, Bosshardt-.......... hiieeevenly. Bayn 
in the proposed second honeymoon | sien Croy oe Pe ee 
in Scotland, in reality setting a | Jobe POF os» 22 09gtess sos Millard Mitchell 
trap, suggested by the doctor to | jamesson..........s0esrecs Loui mins 
prove homicidal intentions, and is | Ann. ......5...ccseeeeeeeeee cess IDs eee 
caught by her husband’s unex- za Soi BacE co tteaes se reets — Emerson 
pected return, In trying to free A deliveryman......ce-.W litlam ‘Robesaat 
herself from his stranglehold, she | Dr. Denning...............Martin Wolfson 
shoots him. A pathetic finale shows | Peowes ernment 0 ee 
the wounded man proving his sin- | Shotla Vane.................4 Arlene Francis 
cere love for his wife by dragging - “ 
himself out to his car which he| There are a few fleeting in. 
dashes over the cliff to free her jtriguing moments in this 5. 
and save her from a murder rap. mona P gare hws ; mg which 
Of the generally capable cast, | @U‘»or Louis Faul calls “The Cup 
Torin Thatcher is outstanding as|f Trembling” and which Paul 
the proud, feudal squire glorying | C2imner and C. P. Jaeger are pre- 
in his own strength and valorous | Senting at the Music Box as a 
war record, skiifuliy depicting the | field day in histrionics for Elisa. 
light and shade of the warped | beth Bergner. The two-act saga 
brain. Judy Campbell brings pathos | Of a femme lush will have its chief 
and sincerity to the role of the | appeal for the matinee trade, but 
wife who pays hour by hour for a | 48 dramatic fare it-falls completely 
loveless marriage. Clement Mc-|to pieces, notably in the second 
Callin is not wholly convincing as| act. 
the former lover turned psychia-| Paul’s serious treatment of the 
trist, his best moments being when | story behind a woman's escape 
he is winning the confidence of the | into the bottle of necessity resorts 
boy, admirably played by David|to psychoanalysis. But it winds 
Page. up eer yt en ge ies be- 
. , : : half o coholics ous, 
spumaentvie’ Pee Se And the over-simplification of the 
thusiastic reception. Clem, | analysis, suggesting a bargain- 
basement cure-all-in-five-easy-les- 
sons wherein the interpretation 
Frenzy of one dream makes all the elusive 
London, April 22. pieces fall neatly into place, re- 
Sherek Players presentation of drama in duces the analysis thesis to one of 
a rr Gener eet tact | ae eee ee SERONO., = 
af tin corey Fn Pm 1 dag SOM a sige ote e sympathy and feeling the 
ps Sy ts * 1 48. tee maid fr: author has used in .creating his 
RPT eT eT arty ire se ..Harold Scott | central character (Miss Bergner) 
Brees: 298 t Cards ee hse tee Richard Beynon | seems to have exhausted his under- 
Bertha. sue cabeeis Eb cee i aul Joan Greenwood standing, with the result that the 
See Seeapes Covccces sen at bem many supporting characters have 
Seems a ats Cots cktaenes ...,Alan Badet | been built up of incidental shreds. 
vetberses ASFAITH Porte My a, Se i result is eo — save ne 
Aetfler...cecessesssserss: —_ i. | Bergner, come out alive or real. 
RSRR. > 09 44s ¥0 05+" * > wed The first act has a couple of 
Kummel Ore rrrrere reer re Aloe mags San « absorbing moments, particularly 
Walten uitciseecesesses*"*""Rupert Davies|the buildup to the intermission 
when .the bottle-scarred dame’s 
This is an excellent adaptation | husband (Millard Mitchell), in an 
of the Swedish film, shown in the | 2ttempt to bring her to her paren. 
U. S. as “Torment.” Of necessity | 29S through the motion of admin- 
on a narrower scale within the con- | Steting a terrific physical pg 
fines of this small house, it gets|When she demands a divorce 


aver the foolights most of ‘the au of My fucet lens one 
matabre qualities that were out- paca pS by | pices ety 
standing in og to - e bie er em it’s: never forthcoming Instead it 
should appeal to lovers 9 is ‘ 

morbid type of entertainment in turns into a tedious, drawn-out 


set-to between Miss Bergner and 
ene 9 vo ga on both sides of her : psychoanalyst. 


The particular personal manner- 

Story is of a lonely, middleaged | jgms of Miss Bergner, who is on 
schoolmaster whose perverted | stage throughout the play, inten- 
mind finds relief in tormenting his | gifies the portrayal of the highly- 
pupils and corrupting the soul of wrought, nervous femme on the 
a young girl. She finds temporary | yerge of a breakdown. In some 


solace in the arms of one of the| respects it’s personal triumph for 
boys experiencing his first love af- age aa - 


fair. This is overshadowed by the| Arlene Francis, in a brief scene 
haunting terror of the girl that| 4; a dame who took the AA cure, 
she will again fall under the mag-| turns in a creditable performance, 
netic influence of the older man. | as go Millard Mitchell as the hus- 
The boy finds his sweetheart | band; Martin Wolfson, the ever- 
dead, chronic alcoholism putting! patient psychoanalyst and John 
finis to a diseased heart. Both| Carradine, as a bachelor friend. 
master and pupil are involved in Rose. 
this unsavory case; the former 
twists all the situations to put ) 
blame on the boy, and in the end Harrisburg, April 27. 
both are expelled. Director Richard North Gage, of 
Author stars in the play, giving |the Harrisburg Community a 
a brutish realism to the role of|ter, will return to the Ke 
the master, with alternating spasms |theatre, Ebensburg, whic a 
of sarcasm and self-pity indicative | helped establish last = summ 
of a disordered mind. Joan Green-|Tettative plans call for an eigh 
wood gives an intelligent interpre- | Week strawhat season to open 


tation of the little slut in the | latter part of June. 
throes of fear trying to raise her- 
self above the mire. Denholm El- 


MAN accustomed t 
liott is splendid as the adolescent ae yoy yearly, Sell greeting 
facing the stark brutalities of a/] cara deal to retail stores. BIG SELI- 
world beyond his depth. Harold |] ing PoINT—a free floor model dis- 
Scott reaps a goodly portion of |] play cabinet with large orders! Ex- 
the evening’s honors as_ the|] tremely large commissions to attract 
benevolent, understanding tutor. |] live wires. Car necessary. Box aa 
Show opened with a slick smooth- |] Variety, 154 West 46th St., New ¥ 
ness following a provincial tour, 
and direction is all that could be |; 
desired. Clem. 


Reading Hayloft 


Reading, Pa., April 27. 

The Reading Theatre Guild, pre- 
senting stock in the Plaza theatre, 
has completed its planned 10-week 
run there and will continue for an- 
other month, closing on or about 
May 8. The company has nearly 
completed plans to operate as a 
summer stock .organization here 
and has secured a 300-seat hall in 
a location close to the city limits, 
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Male and Female Models 
to pese for Fact Detective Mog* 
zines, New York City. Fiat rate 
$15.00 for 4 hours. Call VA 6-5865 
for appointment. 
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descendants, will learn some 
vantageous by communicating 

KURZMAN & FRANK, Attorneys, ¥ 
Broad Street, New York City 4, N- * 
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on one of the main highways en- 
tering Reading, for the summer, 
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"pe Beats ‘Sex’ ares 
, ll, rev fe re- 
Prentice-Ha"’; practice of delay- 


cent dates, will have its 
= nO = American Men” in 


of 

pooksho tomorrow (Thurs- 
pe Which is a roundup - 

the Kinsey repo 
commmepy Albert Deutsch, had orig- 
inally been scheduled for publica- 

tion in late May or early June. 
with potential competition 
from a similar work by Morris L. 
and David Loth (for Grey- 
stone) and one from Penguin, how- 
ever, P-H ordered its printing 
jant to work night and day on the 
F eutec and was thus able 
to deat its deadline by almost a 
month, Last manuscripts from the 
experts who will be included in 
the work were received April 16, 
and the first bound volumes were 
in the hands of P-H editors last 


Friday (23). 


Court Upholds Authors League 

The right of members of the Au- 
thors League of America to inspect 
the organization’s membership list, 
and the minutes of its council 
meetings was upheld last week by 
the N. Y. Court of Appeals, at Al- 
bany. The unanimous ruling of the 
court was that as a membership 
corporation, the League must make 
its records available to members. 
The decision set aside an opinion 
of the appellate division, which 
had reversed a supreme court rul- 
ing in favor of the plaintiffs. 

The suit was brought by Nancy 
Davids and Louise Mally, members 
of the so-called Committee for Ac- 
tion in the Authors Guild, affiliate 
of the League. Since the filing of | 
the original suit, the League has | 
begun publication of the council 
minutes in the | organization's | 
monthly bulletin. However, the 
council now constitutes itself an 
“executive committee” in dealing | 
with confidential subjects and thus 
avoids making them matters of 
record. 

Although the court of appeals 
decision gives members access to 
the membership list, the question 
of “discretion” (that is, the ad- 
dresses of members) is remitted to 
the lower courts for settlement. 


Ziff-Davis Exee Revamp 
Novelist Louis Zara has been 











_ upped to veepee in charge of the 


book division of Ziff-Davis, Chi- 
cago prea = —_ moves 
included folding e liywood 
branch and the appointment of 
Mike Froelick as head of the New 
York office. Froelick also is edi- 
mae director of all Z-D maga- 

Book section is skedded to pub- 
lish 50 titles—10 fiction, 40 on 
Set for May 18 release is 
Dodgers and Me,” retitled 
Dem Bums” at the express 
of Branch Rickey, yy 
latter was undign : 
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ghts of which have been 
up by Harry Brandt. 
section has been 
strengthened by droppi 
ping several 
sellers. “Photo Arts’ has 


of 


* som BtOekman’s OK Book 
“The Shoestring Symphony” 


; $2.75), David 


pacekman 's story of 
| . how he com- 
Of the 8s, P©Séar’s symphony” and 


nobility of some of its characters 
make it an extraordinary book, at 
least for show business readers. 
The author, a Holland-born com- 
poser-conductor, is well known in 
films and radio, having been music 
director at Universal and Colum- 
bia Pictures and batoner of vari- 
ous network commercials. ‘‘Shoe- 
string Symphony” is his ge a 
obe. 





Lillian Smith’s 2d Novel 


Lillian Smith is still working on 
her second novel, “Julia,” and now 
hopes to have it ready for fall pub- 
lication. It was originally sched- 
uled for last year. The story is 
said not to be about Negro-white 
relations, but to deal with what the 
author calls ‘the dilemma of the 
white race.” The author’s friends 
expect it to be even more contro- 
versial than “Strange Fruit,” which 
it took her eight yvears to write. 
She’s at her home in Clayton, Ga. 

Harcourt, Brace will publish 
“Julia” under a huge advance roy- 
alty arrangement. “Fruit” was 
published by Reynal & Hitchcock. 


Radcliffe’s Pub Course 


Some 30 top execs in the pub- 
lishing field are scheduled to lec- 
ture at Radcliffe College’s,course 
in book and magazine techniques 
which the Cambridge (Mass.) school 
will hold this summer from June 


28 to Aug. 6. Purpose of the class | 


is' to provide students with a 
knowledge of job requirements and 
opporiunities in the publishing in- 
dustry. 

Among guest spielers due to ap- 
pear are Edward Weeks, editor of 
Atlantic Monthly; Stuart Rose, as- 
sociate editor of the Satevepost; 
Charles Ferguson of Reader’s Di- 
gest; Lowell Thompson, veepee of 
Houghton-Mifflin; William Sloane, 
prexy of William Sloane Associates; 
Mary Campbell, Conde Nast Pub- 
lications’ personnel director; Fran- 
ces McFadden, managing editor of 
Harper’s Bazaar, and Constance 
Lailey, Time mag associate editor. 





The Biter Bit 
Henri Jeanson, prexy of the 
Scenarists Guild of Paris, is also 


film critic under name of Huguette 
ex Micro. 


Theatre managers have decided 
for five years to refuse to book pix 
scripted by Jeanson because of his 
acid reviews and now he's suing 
Federation du Spectacle as respon- 
sible for the boycott. 


Henderson’s GBS Revise 

Archibald Henderson, Shaw's of- 
ficial biographer, is resigning at 
the end of this term as mathematics 
professor at N. Carolina Univ., and 
will revise his “Playboy and Pro- 
phet,” the definitive G.B.S. biog 
published in 1932 He'll also do 
considerable lecturing, also about 
the Irish dramatist. Henderson’s 
collection of Shavian clippings, pic- 
tures and memorabilia is con- 
sidered one of the most complete 
in existence. 
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lishes “Cornelia,” second novel by 
Rene Kuhn, daughter of Irene 
Kahn. 


‘ Milton Raison’s second novel, 
“Tunnel 13,"’ published by Murray 
and Gee, will be om the book stands 
May 1. 
= . 
Actress Jay Presson has written 
a book on Hollywood that doesn’t 
caricature the industry. Rinehart 
is publishing Oct. 7. 
“Johann Strauss, Father and 
Son,” by H. E. Jacob, will be pub- 





the fabulous 


ind intensely touching | 
1s dedicated to the au- | 


8 wife, Fai hi , 
doen’ aith, and while it 
inele t tabar the point, is a genu- 

apr tribute to her. 

= a nevel by the pub- 
2 Shoestring Symphony” 


Was : 
man 4. enally intended by Broek- 


aS a true sto 
a ry, but ended up 
what re Ping a ‘bio- 
e carefull 
fieticn tat all the characters “nd 
i » but readers familiar with 


ry’s picture of the seam 
Tine Phase of Hollywood 
which’ Br Cucmoralizing poverty 


ng seem amusing, 
endless desperation and semeniial 


absorbing, | 


Halcyon House imprint. 
Stymean 


novel, ‘‘Womb in the Ear.” 


vey of squawk-letter-writing. 


well as INS. 


Lee Atkins, is first property sold 


It’s already set for filming, by Bill 
Bacher. 


Ashton Stevens, drama critic of 
the Chicago Herald-American, sub- 
ject of an article titled “After 50 
Years as Critic,” 





by George A. 


Brandenburg, in the April 17 issue 
of Editor & Publisher. 

Peter Heggie appointed execu- 
tive-secretary of the Authors 
Guild, succeeding Luise M. Sillcox, 
who becomes secretary to the 
Guild council. He's the son of the 
late O. P. Heggie, actor. 

Joe David Brown, currently com- 
pleting work on the screen version 
of his novel, “Stars in My Crown,” 
for Metro, will next write a novel 
about an English immigrant to 
South Carolina in the mid-1800s. 


Dorothy _ Baker, author of | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


“sa+eee+eeeeeeee By Frank Scully 








Paris, Texas, April 25. 

Scarcely a week passes that some sagging celeb doesn’t get a lot of 
free publicity for deing badly what an artist gets practically no pub- 
| licity for doing well. I refer to the art of painting. It seems everybody 
| in Hollywood is painting now (except Herb Sorrell’s painters) and Ray 
| Milland reported recently on Lolly’s program the craze has gone so far 
| that his teen-ager has moved in and swiped his easel, paint tubes and 
brushes. 
Fe ; . Of course there are a lot of people in pictures who can claim to be 
“Young Man With a Horn” and | artists. Even among actors there are several who can draw more than 

rio,” has written “Our Gifted | their salaries. Rudy Vallee, in the rogues gallery of his chalet, which 





Random House on May 7, pub-) «ontrolied the building until two, 


lished May 3 by Garden City under | 


Son,” novel about a young Mexican) ryns a hundred feet long, proudly points to a program embellished 

musician and his half-German | with sketches by John Barrymore, and tells you how Barrymore would 

father, which Houghton, Mifflin | dash these off during rehearsals and then throw them away. 

hoe publish this summer. | “This sketch is the only one I had sense enough to rescue,” 
heard Vallee add, regretfully. 

Caruso, too, was well known as an amateur cartoonist, while guys like 


| Censorship Jean Hersholt, Maleolm St. Clair, Duncan Renaldo, Larry Seamon, 
| Centinued from page 2 ———§ 
| 


Ive 








| Harry Langdon and Rex Ingram at least made a living at this in their 
earlier days. 





, | Ladies Of the Easel 
in Germany before the! Hersholt subsequently arose to be quite a collector of high-class 
z | Canvases, as did Al Lewin, Eddie Robinson and several others, but the 
No Radie Comm’I!s present multicolored rash is net among buyers of other men’s master- 
Russia’s advantage over the U. S.' pieces, but stars who collect their own and each other’s dubious 
in radio programming is the total | dauberies. 
absence of commercials, according| Their press agents, who disagree with me violently on the merits of 
to Magidoff. However, the Rus-! these contemporary works, insist that Linda Darnell has authentic 
siahs exploit their two operating talent as a painter, and so have Jeanne Crain, Anita Colby, Lynn 
channels for propaganda purposes.’ Bari, Harpo Marx, Claudette Colbert, Pat Knight and Gladys Robin- 
“They don’t work it to death,” he son, the wife of Eddie. 
said, pointing: te the heavy sched- Mrs. Robinson, in fact, is now on tour with her paintings and is 
uling of long-hair music on the’ passing up the whistle stops for exhibits in New York and Paris. I 
Russian networks. | suppose she is leaving London free for Winnie Churchill, who also 
They aired jazz music before the | Worked from the top down, having gained notoriety as a bricklayer as 
cold war began but now, according , Well as painter after he was world-famous as a savior of empires. 
to the latest ukase, jazz must be! “Paint It With lodine!” 
considered as “an import from de- The editors of Life, whom I suspect of kidding its clients more than 
generate America, reflecting the the late John Decker did when he took classic figures like Queen Vic- 
distorted mind and body of the! toria and Blue Boy and put images of W. C. Fields and Harpo Marx in 
decaying capitalist system.” Magi-/ their places, started with a several-page spread of Churchill’s escape- 
doff said there were no comics on! hatches, and went en from there to doctors who, fired by their skill at 
the air in Russia. Gagsters are painting boils with iodine, carried their chemistry of color to painting 
relegated to the circus and the canvases. 
vaude houses where they take pot- | Next Life prodded the lawyers with pages of their paintings, though 
One of the I noticed they passed up completely Fanny Holtzmann, the Portia of 


veloped 
war.) 





shots at the U. S. 
favorite forms of entertainment of | the Bar Building, whose growing talent as a painter may make her so 
the Russian masses both on radio | famous she will end up in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and broke. 
and in legit houses are plain reci- | Sexing the Flea Market 
_tations of prose and poetry. I recall one great artist who, between world catastrophes, retreated 
The opera, ballet and the puppet | te photography after being hailed by the minister of beaux arts as 
| theatres are also high in current | “the greatest painter of the old stones of France,” which is an affection- 
favor, Magidoff said. He named | ate term he applied to its cathedrals. That painter, with more paintings 
Sergei Obraztzov, head of the Cen-| in the Luxembourg than any other Americam artist, living or dead 
trol Puppet Theatre, “the greatest | (including Whistler), finally retreated to Hollywood and became a col- 
puppeteer in the world.” In| lector of old junk, which he sexed up and repainted to sell to interior 
opera, Shestakovitch and Prokofief, | decorators. He now lives in a splendor he never knew as a painter. 
despite recent slaps on the wrists} [ suspect it was his collection of old coffee-grinders, vases de nuit, 
for their “sterile formalism,” are | couverts de petit endroit, and champagne bottles, assigned now to grow 
currently working on two works} ivy in Beverly Hills studios, that shocked Claudette Colbert on being 
based on war themes. Magidoff told by an interior decorator that it would cost $25,000 to do over her 
| described the Shostakovitch opera,! studio so that she could paint in tune with the spirit of Toulouse 
titled “The Young Guards,” as a} Lautrec, Rembrandt and Jim Moran. 
|Starkly tragic record of several | Vive Le Dead Art! 


heroic eg underground fight-| put what the amateur painters, who are now making a greater call 
ers against Germans. for canvas than the army did for its cets, forget is that painting is a 


dead art. And dead things do not pay off. Indeed if Michelangelo, 
| Legitless Pitt 


da Vinci, El Greco, even Turner, were alive today, they would either 
Continued from page 1 

















become professional wrestlers. with television contracts, or motion pic- 
ture directors. Centuries ago, when they worked in the arts, and 
particularly when they painted portraits, they were dealing with a vital 
. . necessity of life. Rich people simply could not live without their works 
however. Following that time,’ of art any more tham peasants can now live today without motion 
theatre, nightclub and other ten- , pictures. 
ants will operate on a year-to-year | But when cameras were invented, and more specifically when color 
basis. Prospects of anybody else | photography was perfected, it was no longer absolutely necessary to 
building a playhouse are pretty hire a painter to prolong your image for those addicted to ancestor- 
remote. : worship. The camera, and particularly the motion picture color camera, 
A quarter of a century ago Pitts- | killed the painter as surely as if his easel had become an ignited 
had six playhouses. The A-bomb. 
Hew Te Kill a Painter 


Nixon was built by Samuel F. Nix- 
on in 1903 and it has been the, About 10 years ago a writer-director, then making $1,800 a week, 
town's No. 1 legit spot ever since. | asked me if I could prevail upon a painter who had left France with 
Nixon and his heirs, in associa-| Hitler's hot breath on his back, to do a portrait of the scriptician’s wife. 
tion with the Erlanger interests,;[ arranged the interview and everything was settled except the size 
. /and price. The writer-director thought that something about the size 
years ago when Conforti, who had | of a front door would be nice. The painter figured that the frame, 
operated the restaurant downstairs canvas and paint alone would run to about $300, and modestly priced 
since the early 20’s, and Heiman | his talents at an additional $200. 
| bought it. The scenario writer was visibly shocked. 
“Why, I can have a studio ‘still’ for nothing!” he said. “And I can 
balloon it up to life size and have a set decorator fimish the job in 
We T | | four colors for a screen credit. I cam even get prints from high class 
e e _ photographers on the Strip at ten bucks apiece. This job of yours has 
i 4 ! ’ 2 & 
L— Continued from page 1 Sas | seal yeni of al I'll give you $25 now and $25 when the por 


‘now of establishing their own video The painter looked at me as if | were a gutter and wanted to nestle 
‘networks and ac: reportedly ready his head on my shoulder. 

\to spring their own theatre tele _ I had to explain to him, after we had aired the Philistiné from the 
systems in the immediate future. atelier, that as far as Hollywood was concerned he, had reached a dead 


‘Intense interest in video evidenced end in a dead art. I spare you his name hecause he now has joined his 























Jack Lait, editor of the N. Y./the networks. 
Mirror, to the Coast for a month's | 
vacation before covering the politi-/ro among the Big Five with no 
cal conventions for his paper as definite tele plans. Former com- | 


Karlen, winner of a by all three companies is believed } 
1948 National Theatre Conference to represent their conviction that 
Fellowship, has completed his first | the 


medium offers them lush 
'grounds for iucreased profits, as 


Helen Colton has an article in, well as the best method possible 
the May issue of Coronet on “I lof offsetting the competition cer- 
Keep Business on Its Toes,” a sur- tain to be found in tele if it were 


\left completely in the hands of 


That leaves only RKO and Met- 


| pany, though, through RKO-Pathe, | 


“This Be My Harvest,” novel by|has long been ready to produce 


Shorts for video purposes. First | 


by newly formed literary dept. of indication that Metro might get 
Vale Agency. Crown will publish. off the video fence was revealed 


|this week with the disclosure that | 
Loew’s has devised a new system | 
of theatre tele, on which it is now | 





story on page 00.) 





dead art and is a dead painter. 


| 


L.A. and a bid in for Chi, Warners 
is reportedly preparing applica- 
tions now for three other stations 
in order to have its full quota of 
five owned-and-operated outlets 
permitted by the FCC. Twentieth, 


‘meanwhile, has filed a bid for a 


Boston tele station and is reported- 
ly prepping applications for four 
other key cities, which might in- 
clude San Francisco. Par applica- 
tions for Boston, Dallas and 
Detroit are being withheld by 
the FCC pending a decision on 
whether the company owns a con- 
trolling interest in DuMont tele- 
vision. 

Interest by 20th in tele was de- 


among the most vocal in the film 





————— 


‘'rrost active.” He said that 20th 
isn’t ready yet ‘o divulge its com- 
plete tele plans, since the “‘top- 
| level formula” hasn't yet been set- 
tled. He noted, however, that 20th 
was the first to make its newsreel 
available to video stations and that 
the company is prepared to pro- 
| duce shorts for tele if the right 
|price is offered. 

Both the Warner and 20th the- 
atre video systems are based on 
RCA patents, under deals worked 
out by RCA with both companies 
for joint experimentation. Both 
involve direct projection methods, 
in which the images are blown up 
‘and projected directly onto the 


‘experim nting in a N.Y. nabe. (See | scribed by one 20th official as “not full theatre screen with no inter- 


mediate use of film, as in the Par 


With a tele station thus set for | business but certainly among the system. 
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- Broadway: 


Everett Crosby auditioning his 
i, tape-recording at ABC net- 
work. 


French bandleader Ray Ventura 
arrives by air today (Wed.) from 
Paris. ; . 

Ruth Richmond, executive head 
of Chorus Equity, planed to Coast 
on vacation. 


Lester Jacob, Variety staff, 
in Post-Graduate hospital follow- 
ing a ptomaine attack. 

Henry Ginsberg extended his 
N. Y. stay a day to meet with Bing 
Crosby, just arrived east. 


Dick Weaver back on legit beat 
after stretch in films, pressagenting 
“Sally” and Billie Holiday. 


Jack C. Alicoate, of Eagle Lion 
publicity, marries Jeni Freeland of 
Miami tomorrow (29). Nuptiais in 
mS 

James A. Mulvey, prez of Gold- 
wyn Productions, given a surprise 
birthday party by his office staff 
last Thursday (22). 


Adele Whitley Fietcher, editor 
of Photoplay magazine, and’ Peggy 
Thorndike, fashion editor, left for 
two week stay on Coast. 


Circus Saints & Sinners; on 
special train, invaded Richmond, 
Va., last Friday (2) for two day 
shindig with local Tent there. 


Adele Singer, secretary to Ed- 
ward Schreiber, ad-pub chief of 
Century circuit, engaged to Her- 
bert Yates (no relation to Repub- 
lic’s Yates). 


Bob Alton, Metro dance stager | 


who put on Kay Thompson’s act, 
talking of doing a Broadway legit 


lows.” Miss Lord to be in New 
York two months. 

Frances and Phil Dunning’s 29th 
anniversary Monday (26) celebrated 
in Bevhills, where he’s now with 
20th-Fox scripting for William 
Perlberg. Daughter Virginia Dunn- 
ing, ex-actress, now Mrs. Arthur 
Van Horne (WOR), went west to 
help celebrate. 

Metro producer Arthur Ripley 
and scripter Emmet Lavery in 
from the Coast to scout back- 
ground material for their forth- 
coming “Few Are Chosen.” They’re 
accompanied by Father Edwards, 
author of the book from which the 
film, is to be adapted. 

Hal Pereira, Paramount exec, 
lectured Yale University architec- 
tural and drama students last week 
on motion picture production and 
theatre architecture. He journeyed 
to New Haven on invitation of 
Harold Dana Hauf, chairman of 
the Dept. of Architecture. 

Film industry’s increased em- 
phasis on better public relations 
will be carried into the classrooms 
starting Friday (30), when 20th- 
Fox ad-publicity chief Charies 
Schlaifer tees off a five-week 
course in film publicity at the New 
School for Social Research. 

Mary Morrisey, who resigned as 
secretary to John Hay (Jock) 
Whitney two months ago, after 
many years service, to join the 
Selznick Releasing Organization, 
resigned from there last week. 
She’s just going to loaf. Her hus- 
band is Selznick exec Leonard 
Case. 

Harry Hershfield to get Gold 


London 


Jack Hylton recovering from 
nasal operation. 

Elinor Farrell, of team of For- 
syth, Seamon and Farrell, sailing 
on the Queen Elizabeth May 7. 


Donald Wolfit into the West- 
minster May 14 for a short sea- 
son. Opening play will be Ibsen’s 
“The Master Builder.” 


Professor Skupa’s Puppet Thea- 
tre in for two weeks at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, today (28), succeed- 
ing Pinero’s “Dandy Dick.” 

Last week notice posted for 
“Diamond Lil.” Show has been 
running for three months, twice- 
nightly, at the Prince of Wales and 
was one of those affected in recent 
slump. 

Open Air theatre in Regent's 
Park commences its 16th consecu- 
tive season June 8 with a four 
weeks’ presentation of “As You 
Like It.” Robert Atkins in charge 
of production, as before. 

The Herbert Wilcox-Anna Neagle 
comedy, “Spring in Park Lane,” 
broke the theatre’s daily record on 
its first week at the Rialto, follow- 
ing its recent premiere at the Em- 
pire, where it cleaned up. 

Jill Cragie, Britain’s only femme 
film director, in collaboration with 
producer William MacQuitty, plan- 
ning indie production. Pic is “Blue 
Sear,” to be filmed by their com- 
pany, Outlook Films, Ltd. Miss 
Craigie has done story, dealing 
with a Welsh mining village. 


Roland Pertwee has collaborated 


Medal award at dinner in his hon- for the first time with his son, 
or by Williamsburg Settlement May Michael, in “The Paragon,” which 
23 at the Waldorf. Past recipients|] innit & Dunfee is presenting at 


musical with her featured therein |of the award, given for service to|the Fortune, May 10. Norman Mar- 


this summer. 


Jack Forrester, ex-juvenile, now 
head of Amfra Trading, with hq in 
Madrid, Lisbon, Paris and N. Y., 
back in the States after a year and 
a half absence. 


Interplayers to open summer 
season at Provincetown Playhouse 
June 14 with Jean Cocteau’s “The 
Infernal Machine,” directed by 
Alexis Solomis. 

Tom Fadden in from the Coast 
Monday (26) to appear in the 
Laszlo Fodor play, “The Vigil,” 
which Alexander Markey is unveil- 
ing locally May 17. 

Charles Mulligan, ill with bur- 
sitis, replaced as company man- 
ager of “Private Lives” (Tallulah 
Bankhead) by Jimmy Troupe in 
St. Louis last week. 

Madeleine Carroll just arrived 
from the Coast. She just com- 
pleted “An Innocent Affair” (UA), 
her first film since before the war. 
Sails for England May 22. 

Current harmonica vogue, chiefly 
because of “the Pétrillo ban, in- 
spired Decca to reissue a 10-year- 
old Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 
Rascals album of standards. 

Doris and Jules Stein (MCA) 
back to the Coast after this week- 
end’s stopoff for the Kentucky 
Derby, house-guesting with the 
John D. Hertz’ at Paris, Ky. 

Barbara White, daughter of for- 
mer vaudevillian Al B. White, 
pore lead in Neighborhood Play- 

ouse School of the Theatre’s 
.“Two On an Island” last week. 

Chanteuse Suzy Solidor, a 
French import, may play her first 
U. S. nitery engagement at the 
Versailles next month. Nitery 
clicked with Edith Piaf recently. 

Lorraine Miller, in the cast of 
“Happy Birthday” until it closed 
recently, left for the Coast yester- 


and creeds, have been Mayor 
O’Dwyer and former Governor 
Lehman. 

Tom Murtha, head of local 4, 
IATSE, to head a Crafts committee 
in the entertainment field for the 
United Jewish Appeal campaign. 
All local entertainment unions 
pledged their support at a Hotel 
Astor luncheon tendered labor 
leaders by Si Fabian, UJA’s show- 
biz chairman. 

Clifton Fadiman, Billy Rose, 
Elia Kazan, Gene Buck, Herbert 
Fields, Samuel Grafton and Mrs. 
Wendell Willkie will be speakers 
tonight (Wed.) at the dinner in 
honor of Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d, at the 
Astor, for benefit of Sydenham 
hospital. Helen Hayes is chair- 
man. 

John Howard Lawson, convicted 
last week of contempt of the 
House, will be the main speaker at 
the Civil Rights Congress dinner 
tonight (Wed.) at Essex House, 
N. Y. Others announced to attend 
include his attorney, Robert 
Kenny, Lee Pressman and Libby 
Holman, with Paul Robeson as 
chairman. 

Irving Brecher thought he'd 


was looking for bit players for 
“Life Of Riley,” the U-I pic he’s 
producing-authoring, from the ra- 
dio package of the same name 
(which he owns), but the Essex 
House and he didn’t count on the 
hordes of would be thesps yenning 
for that Hollywood break. 

RKO Theatres publicity depart- 
ment last week luncheoned Emma 
Carbone, secretary to pub-ad chief 
| Harry Mandel and Elizabeth Laus, 
secretary to Blanche Livingston, in 
recognition of the gals’ 25th anni 


day (Tues.) to start work under her | With RKO. Both received gifts 


new contract with U. S. Pictures. 


from their associates as well as sav- 


Sylvie St. Clair, DuMont video|ings bonds from RKO Theatres 


chanteuse, opens May 6 at the 
Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge, replac- 
ing two of the incumbent acts. 
Johnny Thompson alone holds over. 

Bernie Kamber, eastern rep for 
Carl Leserman and Ben Bogeaus, 
host to Helen Hayes and her son, 
James MacArthur, at the Yankees’ 
+ * gm home game last Friday 

Vet actress Catherine Proctor. 
last seen in “Late George Apley,” 
broke leg in fall while visiting 
Priscilla Sousa, late bandmaster’s 
daughter. Now at Nassau hospital, 
Mineola. 

Ben Kalmenson and Mort Biu- 
menstock, Warners’ distribution 
and pub-ad chieftains, returned to 
h.o. Monday (26) after setting up 
preem in Dallas for “Two Guys 
From Texas.” 

_Kermit Bloomgarden commis- 
sioning Arthur Kober to complete 
a play idea the writer, currently in 
Hollywood, has outlined. This 
means Kober will come east for 
that purpose this summer. ; 

Marjorie Lord, who starred in the 
eer compress “Argyle Secrets” 
or Film Classics, in town t6 be 


veepee-gen. mgr. Sol A. Schwartz. 

Herbert A. Gould for 35 years 
has been an harmonica addict and 
because of that he facilitated a 
Cadillac convertible pronto for 


tributor for the auto. When he ap- 
proached Adler, latter thought he 
was angling for a free harmonica 
(the spares go to the Vets hospitals) 
until Gould ‘offered to expedite 
the Cadillac courtesy. 


By Si Shaltz 

WPEN ha§ signed nine-year-old 
Jackie Kane to m.c. its “Juvenile 
Varieties” program. 

Robert E. White, general man- 
ager of KYW, heads radio division 
for Salvation Army drive. 

Clarence Fuhrman’s orchestra 
signed again for spring and sum- 
mer at Willow Grove Park. 





KYW’s “Music from the Theatre” 
program, replacing Frank Cole- 
man. 

Herb Freedman, formerly of UP 
staff, joined Milt Shapiro Asso- 








with her husband, John Archer, of 
cast of legiter “Strange Bedfei- 


ciates, radio and tele package 
agency. 


Larry Adler. Gould is N.Y. dis-f 


Jack Curtis signed as vocalist on |- 


the underprivileged of all faiths|.451) is to direct, and Rachel 


Kempson, Hugh Burden, Walter 
Fitzgerald and Arthur Wontner 
have chief roles. 


Portland, Ore. 


Rosario and Antonio in concert 
at Civic Auditorium. 


Chinese. Follies of 1948 into 

Clover Club for a week. 
Will Osborne band opened Jant- 
zen Beach Park season. 
Rose Bowl in Multnomah Hotel 
closed for the summer. 

Delta Rhythm Boys into Clover 
Club after Vancouver playdate. 

George and Mary Amato at their 
new supper club moved here from 
Astoria. 

Werner Janssen resigned to con- 
duct Portland Symphony Orches~ 
tra in next season. 

George Jessel and Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., here for Welfare 
Fund drive dinner. 

Jantzen Beach Park opened with 
policy of name bands. G. W. Ow- 
sley is new manager. 

Will Osborne, Eddie Orta, Ed 
Fitzpatrick and Griff Williams set 
for Jantzen Beach Ballroom this 





make it easter by trailerizing he | month 


Edward Arnold in town for three 
days to open larger Westinghouse 
station KEX and broadcast his “Mr. 
President” show. 

Jack Matlack J. J. Parker theatre 
topper, selected head of Oregon 
Advertising Club and drive collec- 
tor for Portland Council of 
Churches. 


By Larry Solloway 

The Hucksters into the Clover 
Club May 12. 

Emile ~ Boreo heads show at 
Mother Kelly’s. 

Ciro’s may remain open all sum- 
mer with straight Latin music 
policy. 

Milton Berle in town for rest at 
Lord Tarleton and limping with 
sprained ankle. 

Big room at Copacabana closed 
for several weeks, with Barry Gray 
holding over in the lounge with his 
nightly airers. 


Paris 


Joe Bellfort back from Spanish 
0.0. 

Gregor Rabinovitch giving Paris 
the 0.0. 

Wesley Ruggles at the Plaza 
Athenee. 

Jack Kirkland and Mrs. off to 
the Riviera for a month. 

Carmen Amaya, due in Paris, 
still held up in Barcelona. 

Marcel Achard feted by the 
French colony in Madrid. 

Michele Verly, owner of the 
Gramont theatre, prepping a visit 
to America. 

Coliseum, Brussels, shuttered 
and to be sold because it can’t get 
good product. 











Robert Cravenne, aide to Michel 
Fourre Cormeray, head of the 


French Cinema Administration, is 
currently in Madrid huddling with 
Spanish government officials and 
pixmen. 

Reported that Sartre’s “Mains 
Sales” will be filmed in London 
in English and French with Andre 
Luguet and Francois Perier, both 
starring in the legiter, facing the 
camera. 

Whether it be _ shortage of 
French pix or b.o. hit of “Dumbo,” 
two French firstruns, Marignan 
on Champs Elysees, and Marivaux 
on the boulevards, are scheduled 
to open Walt Disney’s “Bambi” 
May 28 day-and-date. For both 
houses, this is first American pic- 
ture to play since the war. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Variety Club’s annual Mother’s 
Day luncheon skedded for May 5. 
Betty Cusick, 18-year-old dis- 
covery of WTOP-CBS’ “Top Tal- 
ent” airer, joins the Vaughn Mon- 
roe band as chantoosey May 1. 
First International pow-wow of 
American Public Relations Assn. 
set here for May 24-27, with a spe- 
cial clinic and forum on films. 
Author - playwright Thornton 
Wilder, here last week, tells 
friends he is currently interspers- 





ing his Princeton U stint with 
scripting a film. 
Larry Frommer, WOL-Mutual 


producer,-kudoed by National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews for 
heading radio during National 
Brotherhood Week. 

Eric Johnston will chairman the 
National Conference on Family 
Life which opens a series of ses- 
sions here Wednesday (28) that will 
run through the week. MPAA top- 
per to deliver the keynote address. 
He leaves end of the week for short 
visit to San Francisco, where his 
mother is seriously ill. 


Lisbon 
“Serra Brava,” newest Portu- 
guese pic, banned by censorship. 
Erection started on J. Arthur 
Rank deluxer here, to be ready end 
of 1949. 

“Gilda,” Columbia pic, after two 
weeks’ run, has been banned by 
censorship. 

Andre Maurois here, lecturing 
about topical questions at the Na- 
tional theatre. 

Beniamino Gigli and Gino Bec- 
chi performing in “La Traviata” at 
San Carlos theatre. 

Jules Romains, member of 
French Academy, here to lecture 
at the Portuguese Academy of 
Science. 

Jean Cocteau’s “Eagle Has Two 
Heads” a success at Donna Maria 
II theatre. Amelia Rey Colaco scor- 
ing as lead. 

Brazilian artists performing for 
first time in Lisbon to boff recep- 
tion, as company directed by Luis 
Iglesias, and headed by actress Eva 
Tudor, stages Bus-Fekete’s “Eva 
and Her Artists” at Theatro 
Avenido. 








Vienna 


Author Hugo Wiener back from 
Venezuela. 

Paul Weingarten, 62, pianist, 
died here recently, 

City theatre of Steyr, Upper 
Austria, burned down. 

Erich Koerner elected president 
¢ Austrian music dealers associa- 

on. 

Scala theatre to become legit 
again Sept. 1, with Wolfgang Heinz 
operating. - 

Josefstadt film studio finished 
“Other Life,” directed by Rudolf 
Steinboeck. 

Geza v. Cziffra’s next pic will be 
“Mr. Lambert Is Threatened,” with 
Leopold Rudolf. 

Vienna’s amusements practically 
at a standstill. Bars and dance- 
halls also hit badly. 

“Maresi,” film directed by Hans 
Thimig, with script by Lernet Ho- 
lenia, just completed. 

Bad Ischl, Upper Austria, one- 
time operatic center, will hold 
music festival July 25 to Aug. 1. 

U. S. conductor Leonard Bern- 
stein inked by Konzerthaus to di- 
rect his symphony, “Jeremiah,” 
May 26. 

Paul Hoerbiger broke his arm at 
Schoenbrunn studio and work on 
“Little Melody of Vienna” has been 
postponed. 

Klagenfurt State theatre to be 
handed back to Carinthian provin- 
cial government by British occu- 
pying forces this month. 

“Woman on Crossroad,” with 
script by Irma and Walter Firner, 
and directed by Eduard von Bor- 





sody, to be next Willi Forst film 
production. 





Hollywood 


Van Johnson hospital 
xX ne with 
otte Goslar became 
“~ fete ge _ A 
tt and Costello b. 
— tour. ack trom 
ary Nolan hospitaliz 
stomach ailment. od with 

Betty Hutton home from the 
pital with her new daughter. 

Monty Woolley back to wor 
after a tussle with Virus x. 

Charles Starrett checked in 
Columbia after a 12-week tour. 
for the annual Cattlemen’s Round- 
up. 

Alan Carney resting in Palm 
Springs after seven months on 
tour. 

Eddie Cantor officiated at open. 
ing of United Jewish Appeal drive 
San Diego. ; 

Ann Blyth cited by Treasury 
Department for selling U. S. say. 
ings bonds. 

Lee Sabinson in from N. Y, to 
huddle with Bretaigne Windust 
about a Broadway musical. 

Susan Hayward awarded the 
Heart of Gold for her work in Na- 
tional Heart Fund campaign. 

Irene Dunne named honorary 
national commander of field army 
for American Cancer Society. 

Jack Benny and Eve Arden 
named “King and Queen of Com. 
edy” by the Jesters of America. 

Michael Sloane in from N. Y,, 
where he made arrangements for 
Coast presentation of ‘“Sweet- 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 


Sir Michael Balcon, British pro- 
ducer, due on holiday visit early 
May. 

Italian-made film, “Barber of 
Seville,” doing capacity biz in Jo- 
hannesburg. 

Outbreak of polio in Johannes- 
burg and Durban causing cinemas 
there to close for morning and aft- 
ernoon shows. 

Revival of vaudeville in South 
Africa talked by Harry Joseph, 
English music hall director, here 
on holiday visit. 

Latest Afrikaans film produced 
by African Film Productions at 
Killarney studios, “Dr. Kwak,” a 
comedy, due for release shortly. 

“Crescent Moon,” play by Brian 
Brooke from book by Francis 
Brett Young, given good reception 
at world premiere in Cape Town 
and having extended run. 

Esther Salaman, English singer, 
due here soon for broadcasts for 
S.A.B.C. Ann Ziegler and Web- 
ster Booth, British radio and 
screen stars, also due here shortly. 


By Les Rees 

Modernaires into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room. 

Carnival nitery has Hal Me 
Intyre band and Bob Evans. 

Eddie Ruben, indie circuit own- 
er, back from a Hawaiian vacation. 

Kaye Ballard into Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace with Carlos & 
Linda. 

Home Theatres circuit reelected 
James Randgaard, Staples, Minn, 
prexy. 

_ at Philharmonic” set fot 
third local date at Auditorium 
May 2. 

Wayne King to play one-nightef 
concert date at RKO-Orpheum 
$3 top May 19. 

Roy Atwell to play comedy lead 
in St. Paul Civic Opera’s produc 
tion of “Rosalie.” 

Harry Hirsch, veteran showmal, 
again staged policemen’s benefit 
show at Auditorium. 

Aquatennial summer mardi gras 
dickering to bring Arthur Godfrey 
here for two days this summer. 

Reel Fellows club of film sale, 
men staging combination show = 
dinner-dance at Hotel Nicoll 


May 1, is 
Montreal 


By Mare Thibeault 

Richard and Flora Stuart at Nor 
mandie Roof. ” 

Barbara Ann Scott drew a 
$63,000 in three shows at | . 
Forum last Friday and Saturday 
benefits for Kinsmen Clubs. J 

Canadian pic “Sins of Fathers, 
produced at Quebec Producti 
St. Hyacinthe Studios, ou 











~., 





Jimmy Wakely to Clovis, N. M., } 








Montreal, preemed last tyne 
(25) night at His Majesty’s <> 
Quebec Productions 0 dio 
screen rights of novel and rots 
serial “A Man and His Sin 
author Claude Henri Grignon of it 
will produce a French version 





this summer. 
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from the date of the Supreme 
Court’s decision. It hinges on the 
Naify, in about 60 days, 
zr pleco nes his yo a 
the rs 
» ceoeutly bought out. Un- 
can obtain a loan else- 
where of several millions of dol- 
jars, he may be forced into making 
a decision among one of a number 
of offers he has before him for 
of his holdings. Schenck got 
into the picture when he endorsed 
a $2,500,000 Bank of America note 
by which Naify was able to buy out 
his partners in United Cal. and 
Golden State last fall. 
60 Day Latitude 


One of the offers for the circuits 
js from Schenck, who, it is be- 
lieved, is jockeying in the hope 
that the Supreme Court decision 
comes down before the day, two 
months hence, when Naify must 
make his next payment. If the 
court decides against divorcement, 
or if there is no decision before 
that time, Schenck may arrange 
further financing for Naify to pay 
off his ex-partners, E, H. Emmick 
and R. A. McNeil. 

if the court calls for divorce- 
ment, Schenck, it is understood, 
will force the issue with the Cali- 
fornia circuit operator, causing 
him either to accept Schenck’s deal 
or one of the others so that he 
will have coin to pay off the loan. 
The other contender for the United 
Cal and Golden States holdings 
is Ted Gamble, indie circuit top- 
per. A third contender, who has 
dropped out, was Milton Reynolds, 
Chicago fountain pen millionaire. 
He was tied up with Robert Lip- 
pert, California theatreman. 


Setup of Gamble’s offer is more 
advantageous to Naify from a tax 
standpoint than Schenck’s and the 
whole thing could wind up with 
Gamble and Schenck joining 
forces. In any case, Naify is in- 
terested in hanging on to 50% of 
his present holdings, but to give 
up management control. Com- 
bined circuits and their real estate 
are valued .at about $25,000,000, 
with Naify holding controlling in- 
terest via the $13,000,000 worth of 
Stock he owns. Thus the deal for 
half entails about $6,500,000. 


As far as the UA circuit is con 
cerned, Schenck, as prexy, has 
been relatively inactive in day-to- 
day operations. He owns a large 
bleck of stock, however, and is 
close enough to other large share- 
holders to give him control of 
about 55%, if he chooses to exer- 
cise it. It would thus-be a simple 
matter for him to take active 
charge of the chain if he so de- 
‘sired. Most of the large stock- 
of fact, are 


less he 


~ Going into the UA circuit ac- 
tively, if the court held for 
ment, would necessitate 
Sehenck’s leaving 20th. Appar- 
‘ently, he doesn’t want to do that, 
ever, unless he can also gain 
control of the Naify interests and 
Some smaller cireuits he has been 
considering. 
Schenck, now in N. Y., returns 
to the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) 


Telequipped Hotels 


, Continued from page 1 


ni drinks and food from the ho- 

ben «ommissaries. As a result, the 

si in room service charges has 

terrific, zooming from an 

Pte oe of $35 per guest weekly to 
150-$175 for telequiped rooms. 

Prep For Big Fight 

Both the Hotel New Yorker and 

od 1 Taft are currently racing 

lanes of sets to beat the 

date for the Louis-Walcott 

mv me —— bout. With plenty of 

slated” remen and their friends 

ndeke © hug their video sets that 

: sheep adh is suposed to prove 

Se bethany e hotels’ room 

S installing an initial 100 

New . their rooms and suites, the 

mesic is also equipping its 

oa & rooms and banquet halls 

video, For an additional 

e, business conferences will 








horse races after 
Th, TeSular agenda is completed. 
will be tomitant food and drinks 
that much more velvet. 
the and New 


Television Corp., distributes the 
sets either on a percentage rental 
basis or on an outright sale de- 
pending on the specific deals with 
the hotels. The Taft has a deal 
with another outfit, Guest Tele- 
vision, for installation of sets and 
is planning to charge only a $1 per 
day rental charge. 

Hotel guests who occupy rooms 
with television have the option of 
using the sets on a day-to-day ba- 
sis with charges being made only 
for the days used. The Taft is 
equipping all of its rooms with out- 
lets for a roll-in service while the 
Roosevelt and New Yorker have 
fixed installations. The New Yorker 
is spending $160,000 to rewire its 
building from direct to alternating 


current for the video sets. The 
Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, and 
several Chicago hostelries have 





also contracted to use the Hotelevi- | 
sion service. ; 








Adler-Draper || 
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barrassed, denounced the duo for | 
their “unethical behavior.” As re- 
sult, Marvin McDonald ‘of Atlanta, 
who books extérsively through the 
south, has canceled duo for dates 
next season. Similar action was 
reported taken by three major 
managers in Kansas City. 

One-of Draper’s dances is~a 
satire, titled “Political Speech.” 
Dancer was taken to task recently 
by an editorialist in a Cincinnati 
newspaper, who wondered anyway 
how a political speech could be 
danced. (Draper-Adler opened an 
engagement at the Roxy, N. Y., 
yesterday (Tues.).) 

The political-conscious concerti- 
zer who has felt distaste of audi- 
ences most at the boxoffice has 
been Paul Robeson. His stumping 
for Wallace and speeches for radi- 
cal causes have aroused American 
Legion ire in several cities, caus- 
ing cancellation of several concerts 
this season, or causing concerts to 
be given after much controversy 
and under strained settings. Negro 
bass-baritone, however, has ex- 
pressed preference this season to 
singing for special groups, like 
unions, to . general concertizing, 
and doesn’t seem to care about 
future bookings. 


Continued from page 1 


sale. Century boxoffice is swamped 
with requests which cannot be com- 
plied with, nor can the avalanche 
of mail orders be taken care of 
either. Advance sale for “Inside” 
parties tops $400,000, even though 
some of the package deals are 
for partial capacity. With mail 
orders the total advance should top 
$500,000. 

Unusual feature of the “Inside” 
parties is that some deals include 
Fridays and Saturdays. Heretofore 
those days have been excluded as 
party dates because most major 
musicals easily sell out naturally 
towards the end-of the week. Near- 
est to “Inside’s” multiple party to- 
tal this season was that for Al- 
legro” (Majestic), which had 36 
before that. musical opened. 

Number of parties for “Mister 
Roberts” (Alvin) could probably 
have reached a record total, what 
with the advance interest in that 
smash hit. The management ac- 
cepted 19 party package deals, 
then declined further offers. Vir- 
tually the same applied to “Street- 
car Named Desire” (Barrymore), 
whose management also figured 
that excessive parties could alien- 
ate regular’ legit patronage. A 
factor, too, in limiting the number 
of parties is the excess price usu- 
ally charged by benevolent organi- 
zations for which parties are usu- 
ally arranged. Too frequently such 
package audiences have not been 
friendly to the performances. 

Ticket brokers, plus the boxof- 
fice, are having a tough time ex- 
plaining to patrons why “Inside” 
tickets are not available over so 
long a period. Agencies are natu- 
rally opposed to parties because 
regular ticket allotments are thus 
dispensed with. Brokers are not as 
resentful of the “Inside” manage- 
ment as it was when “Lively Arts” 
producer Billy Rose openly defied | 
the agencies and depended on par- 
ties and direct ticket sales. Rose 
later told the brokers he was mere- 


























| daughter, 
‘Father is in NBC’s press depart- 


pression is that the show manage- 
ment is aiming to protect the gross 
during the oncoming summer, 
when weekends eliminate many po- 
tential theatregoers because of the 
n:.tural outdoor lures. If the par- 


ties extend beyond June, as is in- 
dicated, how summer visitors to 
the metropolis will get “Inside” 
tickets hasn't been figured out yet. 





Continued from page 3 
fabs are continuing with Barney 
Balaban, Paramount prexy. 
Understood there’s a fairish 
chance of a new ticket being 
signed. At the same time, several 
fundamental questions are stand- 
ing in the way of a renewed pact. 
Wallis wants the right to make 
films off the Paramount lot, par- 
ticularly in England and possibly 
in Italy. 
question 





of studio overhead 





Tied to that poser is the | 


charged to the Wallis pix made on| 


the Paramount lot. Reportedly, 
Wallis and Hazen have squawked 
over the general studio nut allo- 
cated to their films and want it 
sliced. 


Wallis may go to Italy in the 
summer to look over the scene for 
a production stint. While in New 
York, he also met with Lucille 
Fletcher who’s working on a script 
of “Lhe Sound of Years,” novel by 
Miriam Modell which has been 
bought by the indie producer. Miss 
Fletcher turned out ‘the film 
adaptation for “Sorry, Wrong 
Number,” pic recently lensed by 
Wallis. , 


MARRIAGES 


Jeannine Mercke (Talu), to John 
Head, Detroit, April 22. Bride is 
stripteuse; he’s a vocalist at Av- 
enue theatre, Det. 

Jean O'Meara to Nat Sibold, 
Plymouth, Mich,. April 24. Bride 
is skater in “Skating Vanities”; 
groom is baritone in same show 
at Detroit. . 

Bernice Winters to Sol Shepard, 
Chicago, April 17. Bride is radio 
and legit actress. : 

Bernadine Halperin to Jack 
Mossow in Chicago on April 18. 
Bride is daughter of the late Hal 
Halperin, former manager Chi of. 
fice of VARIETY. 


Nina Russell to Arthur A. Van 
Dyke, Chicago, April 9. He’s 20th- 
Fox Chi exchange sales manager. 

Jane Randolph to Jaime del 
Amo, Las Vegas, April 20. Bride’s 
a screen actress. 

Mary Kunody to Charlie Mor- 
rison, Hollywood, April 24. She’s 
an actress; he’s a night club 
owner. 

Pat Donnelly to Curley Harris, 
W.Y., April 22. Bride was Miss 
America of 1939; groom is Metro 
publicity staffer at homeoffice. 

Grace Rifbjerg to Robert Mann, 
New York, April 24. She’s radio 
actress known professionally . as 
Ann Summers; he’s CBS program 
sales manager. 

Mildred Sheffield to John Charles 
Zellner, Las Vegas, April 11. She’s 
secretary in Warner Bros. booking 
office. 

Lana Turner to Henry J.(Bob) 
Topping, Hollywood, April 26. 
Bride is Metro star; he’s heir to 
tinplate fortune. 

Gisele Idkowsky to Jacques 
Danoune. Paris, April 21. Bride’s 
father is w.k French show biz 
critic. 

Jane Frazee to Whitey Christen- 
sen, April 24, Las Vegas. She’s 
film actress; he’s double for Roy 
Rogers. 








BIRTHS 


and Mrs. Bernie Brooks, 
daughter, New York, April 25. 
Father is buyer and booker for 
Fabian theatre circuit, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Hammer, 
son, Los Angeles, April 21. Fa- 
ther’s a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Starr, son, 
Hollywood, April 20. Father is a 
film editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Durwood, 
daughter, Kansas City, Mo., March 
31. Father is executive of Dur- 
wood Theatres, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Atchison, 
April 20, Elgin, Il. 


Mr. 


ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Murphy, 
son, Hollywood, April 19. Father 
is sereenwriter. 





ly “testing” their mettle, and after 
a couple of months they were 





Yorker are using 
= 54 screens which 
pon — from a master moni- 


given regular allotments. But the 
show ended in the red. 
“Inside” parties for the latter 


. end of the week aroused some dis- 


cussion ‘n ticket circles but the im- 


Mr. and Mrs. John Alvin, son, 
Hollywood, April 21. Father is a 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Poland, 
daughter, Miami, April 23. Father 
is Warper Pathe News cameraman 
in that city. vee mags 


ieee 








OBITUARIES 


GEORGE M. YOUNG 

George M. Young, 75, former 
theatre manager and one-time’ 
Philly sports writer, died at his 
home in Philadelphia, April 22. He 
began his newspaper career on old 
Evening Item as police reporter 
and joined sports department of 
Philly Times in 1900, going from 
there to the Public Ledger. In 
1914, he became publicity man for 
B. F. Keith’s theatre in Philadel- 
phia and later left the Ledger to 
become house manager. He was 
also manager of the Garden Pier 
and Globe in Atlantic City as 
Keith’s rep. When Keith’s vaude- 
ville was sold, Young managed the 


Adelphi in Philadelphia, then the 


Woods in Chicago and Alvin in| 
Pittsburgh. Returning to Philly in | 


1933, he operated a booking agency 
and publicity office for 10 years. 


Young was one of the oldest 
members of Baseball Writers of 
America, and a charter member of 
Philadelphia Sporting Writers’ 
Assn. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter and a son. 


JACOB E. LUFT 

Jacob E. Luft, 71, associated 
with central Ohio show business 
for many years, died April 22 in 
Columbus, O., from a heart ail- 
ment. He was manager of the 
Grand Theatre Building, and trus- 
tee of the J. W. and W. J. Dusen- 
bury estate. He had been associ- 
ated with the late Dusenburys in 
operation of Olentangy . Park. 

A native of Columbus, he began 
with the Dusenbury’s as a ticket 
seller. By 1914 he had risen to 
general manager of the vast Dusen- 
bury holdings in Columbus. He be- 
came executor of the estate follow- 
ing the deaths of W. J. Dusenbury 
in 1935 and J. W. Dusenbury a 
year later, and served in this 
capacity until 1939, when he be- 
came trustee. He served as Dough 
Guy of Tent No. 2, Variety Club, a 
position he held 12 years. 

His wife, son and daughter sur- 
vive him. 


p MRS. BERTA CUTTI 

Mrs. Berta Cutti, 61 former 
operatic soprano who had scored 
signal success in Italy and the 
U.S., died in New York, April 22. 
She had been known profession- 
ally as Berta Allison. 

During her operatic appearances 
abroad she had become a close 
friend of Puccini, through having 
appeared in that composer’s op- 
eras; Mascagni and Luigi Piran- 
dello, playwright. She later ar- 
ranged for American productio1 
of the latter’s plays, “The Jest’, 
which co-starred John and Lione) 
Barrymore; “Death Takes A Holi- 
day” and “As You Desire Me.” 

Survived by a son. 


THOMAS J. FORDHAM 

Thomas J. Fordham, 54, district 
manager for WB theatres in north- 
western Pennsylvania, died in Erie, 
Pa., on April 18 after a long il- 
ness. A native of London, he had 
spent nearly all his life in and 
around Erie. Following service in 
World War I, Fordham went to 
work for Rowland and Clark chain 
in Pittsburgh, later becoming man- 
ager of Strand, Erie. He had been 
with Warners 23 ygars. 

In addition to his wife, he leaves 
a daughter and two sons, one being 
an army lieutenant stationed in 
Vienna. 














SYDNEY PLATT 

_ Sydney Platt, 68, of New York 
City, who had spent nearly a half- 
century in show business, died of a 
cerebral hemmorrhage April 26 in 
Sydenham. hospital, N. Y. For the 
past 20 years he had been business 
manager for Charles Maddock, 
theatrical producer. 

Platt started his career at the 
old Tivoli theatre, San Francisco, 
owned his own touring theatrical 
companies for many years. Wife, 
Mildred, and daughter, Jessie, sur- 
vive. 





JOHN E. DONNELLY 
John E. Donnelly, 38, former 
member of Metro’s homeoffice pub- 


licity staff, died April 25 in New | 


York. He left Metro about a year 
ago to set up his own special serv- 
ice bureau, handling publicity for 
film stars in from the Coast. 

Wife, three children and his 
father survive. 


MRS. HARRIET QUINBY 
Mrs. Harriet Quinby, 55, pianist 
and composer and first manager of 





aecesw 


Zanesville (O.), Municipal Audi- 
torium, died April 21 in that city. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Kenneth, who is the present audi- 
torium manager. 





JAMES T. FITZPATRICK 

James T. Fitzpatrick, 54, who 
|had been an acrobat for greater 
| part of his career, died of a heart 
| attack while performing at a Vet- 
|erans of Foreign Wars show in 
Pittsburgh, April 21. 

Fitzpairick keeled over 





upon 
| compteting his act with audience 
| unaware of the tragedy but figur- 
ing the carrying of him off stage 
was part of his act. 





MANUEL M. PONCE 
Manuel M. Ponce, 61, Mexican 
| composer and pianist, died at his 
| home in Mexico City, April 24. He 
ihad written a number of piano 
| concertos and Mexican foik songs. 
| Probably his most popular was 
“Estrellita,” a semi-classic song. 





J. FRANK FALLS 

J. Frank Falls, president of C&F 
Theaters, operating film houses in 
Lynchburg, Roanoke and Danville, 
Va., Columbia, S. C,, and Cayce, 
S. C., died in Lynchburg, April 20, 

Survived by wife, a daughter, 
two sisters and four brothers. 





ALBAN JANIN 

Alban Janin, 68, president of 
two French-Canadian film com- 
panies, died in Montreal, Apri} 26. 

He was head of the Compagnie 
France-Film and Compagnie Cine- 
matographique Canadienne as well 
as several construction outfits. 





JOHN RULLO 
John Rullo, 40, nitery singer, 
died April 21 in Toldeo, O., where 
he was filling an engagement at 
| Ka-See’s Night Club. 
During the war he appeared with 
a USO unit overseas. 








ROSITA MARSTINI 
Rosita Marstini, 54, silent film 
actress, died in Hollywood April 
24. She appeared in “Tale of Two 
Cities” with William ‘Farnum and 
| also in “The Big Parade.” 








JEAN DEMPSTER 
Jean Dempster, 47, theatre or- 
ganist in silent film days for Sid 
Grauman and Alexander Pantages, 
died April 19 in Hollywood follow- 
ing brain surgery. 


LESLIE FULLER 
Leslie Fuller, 57, former stage 
and screen comedian, died at his 
home in Margate, England, April 
24. He had retired from show 
business two years ago. 


THOMAS J. FORDHAM 
Thomas J. Fordham, 54 manager 
of Warner theatres in the north- 
west district, died April 19 in Erie, 
Pa. 











Richard S. Pryor, 63, theatre op- 
erator, died April 16, at Austin, 
Tex. He was owner and operator 
of the Cactus theatre in that city 





Mrs. Anna Gresser, mother of 
Fenton Gresser, publicist for Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, died April 24 in Oak- 
| land, Calif. 


Erecell Woods Geodwins, 32, 
screen actress and divorced wife of 
Leslie Goodwins, film director, 
killed April 23 in Los Angeles 
| when her ear collided with a truck. 











Mother, 68, of Mrs. Louise Leon- 
ard, manager of Loew’s Sheridan 
theatre, N. Y. died in New York, 
: April 22. 


Mrs. Catherine M. Brice, moth- 
,er of Monte Brice, screen writer, 


‘died April 19 in Los Angeles. 


Carl “Buddy” Wood, 43, bit 
player in films and former legit 
actor, died April 17 in Los An- 
geles. 


‘Railway Fair Set for Chi 
Chicago, April 27. 

Leading railroads of the country 
| will sponsor the Chicago Railroad 
Fair, beginning July 20. Lake 
front exposition will cost $2,000,000 
and will be large user of talent 
with plans made to originate sev- 
eral radio shows from here during 
the fair. 

Over 2,500,000 visitors are ex- 
pected to attend before fair closes 
in September. 
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